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Good afternoon, Chairman Welch, Ranking Member Tuberville, and esteemed 
members of this Committee. I am deeply honored to be here today, offering my 
testimony concerning the “State of Rural Infrastructure: Emergency Response, 
Recovery and Resilience.” 
 
Before I proceed, I would like to extend my personal gratitude to Senator Tuberville for 
his invitation and, more importantly, his stalwart leadership and advocacy for Alabama's 
rural water and wastewater sector. 
 
My name is Mark Bohlin. I am the General Manager of the Perdido Bay Water, Sewer, 
and Fire Protection District (hereafter: ‘the District’), a rural water system located in 
Southeast Baldwin County, Alabama. Additionally, I am honored to represent the 
Alabama Rural Water Association (ARWA) where I currently serve as President of its 
10-member board.  I represent District 9, including Baldwin, Mobile, and Washington 
Counties, which are comprised of 41 community water systems that provide service to 
253,703 homes and businesses serving a population of 634,258 Alabamians. The 
ARWA currently provides services to 502 community water systems in the state, serving 
a population of 5,077,100 Alabamians, of which 443 are members of ARWA at present. 
The ARWA is a member of the National Rural Water Association (NRWA) that 
represents over 31,000 communities within all 50 states and Puerto Rico.  
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Currently, the District covers an area stretching from the Town of Elberta east to the 
Florida state line, south to the Perdido Bay, and north to the Blackwater River. We 
provide drinking water to the communities of Lillian, Josephine, the Town of Perdido 
Beach, and areas of Elberta. Our District has 4,400 water connections, serving a 
population of 13,200. This includes unincorporated areas, making us eligible for U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development (RD) assistance under their 
10,000-population cap. 

The District is a Non-Profit Organization that was incorporated in August of 1973 to 
deliver clean and safe drinking water to the communities of Lillian and Perdido Beach. 
The District started delivering water to its first 600 customers in 1978. Over the years 
the District expanded to provide services to the community of Josephine and 
unincorporated areas of Elberta.  

Currently, the District has three wells with a pumping capacity of 2,520,000 gallons of 
water per day and a storage capacity of 1,000,000 gallons. The District is governed, 
managed, and operated by a 5-member Board of Directors and a staff of eleven 
employees, one of which, if all goes to plan, will be the first graduate of ARWA’s 
Apprenticeship Program later this year. 

Like so many rural water systems that were formed years ago, it was with the 
assistance of the Farmers Home Administration (FmHA) which was the precursor of 
USDA Rural Development. The District was born from a 40-year loan of $736,300 and a 
grant of $176,000 provided by the FmHA.  

Fast forward almost 50 years and the District continues to take advantage of the 
affordable low interest rates provided through the USDA Rural Development Water and 
Environmental Programs (WEP). In the last 8 years, we have replaced all the meters in 
the District, renovated and painted all 3 of the District’s elevated water storage tanks, 
installed new lines, bought new equipment and we are currently in the process of 
developing another well to provide an additional 1,000,000 gallons of water to the water 
users of the District. 

State of Rural Water Infrastructure 

The USDA Rural Development Water and Environmental Direct loan portfolio is 
currently $14.15 billion with 10,982 projects. These are 40-year term loans with 33% of 
the portfolio with less than 10 years from closing and 38.8% with less than 20 years 
from closing. Throughout the life of these projects, additional funding is needed to 
upgrade and modernize the utilities. This high-performing loan program has and 
continues to provide tremendous investments and returns for the federal government 
and more importantly, the rural communities and residents they serve. With a 
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delinquency rate of only 0.35%, this stable portfolio of investments has improved the 
public health and economic vitality of rural communities. 

Providing adequate annual appropriations to support the WEP programs will ensure the 
aging portfolio has access to affordable financing necessary to upgrade and modernize 
their utilities. The current backlog for WEP funding in the nation is $2.024 billion and 
$12.74 million in Alabama. Sufficient grant funding is also necessary to blend with the 
direct loan program to sustain affordable rates for service in lower-income communities. 

In my opinion, our partners at the Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) have done commendable work in ensuring that both American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) and Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA, also known as BIL) funds are 
directed toward our rural systems as much as possible. The Alabama Rural Water 
Association (ARWA) has closely collaborated with them to bring these projects to 
fruition. 

However, it's important to note that this positive trend in Alabama is not necessarily 
reflective of the national situation. Predominantly rural states, like Alabama, benefit from 
a political landscape that is more conducive to directing funds to rural areas. This 
unique alignment has facilitated a stronger focus on rural infrastructure, unlike the 
broader national trend. Our strong relationship with ADEM and the prioritization of rural 
development have been crucial in this regard. 

As of early 2024, utilizing IIJA and ARPA funding, 646 projects have been awarded 
funds across all 67 counties in Alabama. These projects were selected through a 
needs-based process to aid disadvantaged and rural communities that would otherwise 
face further deterioration. ADEM estimates that $1.105 billion of the $3.3 billion needed 
for necessary water infrastructure projects has been accounted for, not including 
ongoing federal grant allocations from the Alabama Department of Economic and 
Community Affairs. 

This effort is ongoing, and providing clean water to all Alabamians remains a priority for 
Governor Ivey. However, many projects remain unfunded, with additional funding 
anticipated over the next few years to meet the needs of rural water and wastewater 
systems in Alabama and nationwide. Despite significant investments, a substantial 
portion of the available funds are often absorbed by larger systems. Historical trends 
indicate that, during typical funding rounds, most funds are directed toward and utilized 
by larger entities. Once the allocation of these infrastructure 'catch-up' dollars is 
completed, we can expect a return to these historical funding patterns.  

It's crucial to emphasize that small and rural communities heavily depend on the Rural 
Development Water and Environmental Programs (WEP) to maintain and enhance their 
utilities and affordable services. These communities often lack the resources and 
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capacity to compete with larger systems for funding, exacerbating the gap between their 
needs and the funds they receive. Ensuring adequate resources are allocated to these 
programs is vital to support the sustainability and development of essential services in 
rural areas. Without sufficient funding, these communities face continued infrastructure 
deterioration and increased challenges in providing clean and safe water to their 
residents. 

According to the most recent United States Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
Drinking Water Infrastructure Needs Survey and Assessment (DWINSA) gathered from 
information collected in calendar year 2021, a twenty-year capital improvement 
assessment totaled $625 billion in needs for drinking water alone. While this is a 
valuable tool, and ARWA was a participating contractor with ADEM to conduct the 
assessment, unfortunately, the survey only targets a small number of water systems, 
and the final report aggregates data in categories for communities with populations of 
3,300 and under, 3301 to 100,000 and above 100,000. Currently, there is no credible 
source of data to capture the total needs for both drinking water and wastewater 
infrastructure for rural communities.  

We would ask this Committee to consider requesting the USDA Economic Research 
Service to issue a report to survey the actual needs of all rural communities eligible for 
RD WEP funding.  

Other financial and sustainability challenges on the horizon include the regulatory 
landscape with the significant costs associated with treatment of PFAS, Cyber Security 
assessments and enhancements, workforce development, compliance with the lead and 
copper rule, and other current and forthcoming federal mandates. The inflationary cost 
of equipment combined with supply chain issues continues to plague small water 
utilities. This has caused delays and cost overruns for many projects.  

All of these factors impact smaller rural utilities with limited financial resources more 
than their urban counterparts. Recent reports, including a 2023 report from the USDA 
Economic Research Service, have indicated the U.S. rural (nonmetro) population is 
growing again. If this trend continues, rural utilities will have to expand their services to 
cover this growth. 

Rural Water Workforce Development 

Supporting the country's public drinking water and sanitation systems is a highly skilled, 
diversified labor force of water utility workers. These professionals perform a wide range 
of tasks, from operating heavy equipment to repair broken lines, managing toxic 
chemicals, maintaining public records, conducting laboratory tests, operating process 
controls, reviewing engineering plans, and monitoring biological treatment processes. 
They comply with federal environmental and labor standards and manage complex 
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engineering and construction projects. The exact duties depend on the size and 
complexity of the water utility, with smaller utilities requiring versatile workers who 
handle multiple roles, while larger utilities have larger staffs with departmentalized 
teams. 

The water utility workforce is trained in emergency management response and safety, 
available during emergencies like floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, and intentional acts 
of sabotage. Given the inherently dangerous nature of their work, such as operating 
heavy machinery and handling large quantities of toxic chemicals, ensuring their safety 
is paramount. All water utilities operate 24/7, including holidays and weekends. 

Safe and effective water utility management is vital to rural America and the nation. With 
over 50,000 community water supplies in the country, 91% serve populations under 
10,000, and 55% serve populations of 500 or less. Employment data indicates that up to 
50% of this workforce will leave the industry within the next 10 years. Rural water and 
wastewater utilities urgently need a pipeline of skilled workers to ensure clean, safe 
water and maintain essential infrastructure. 

Since 2016, the National Rural Water Association, State Rural Water Associations, local 
small and rural community water utilities, and federal agencies, including the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Labor, and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, have successfully collaborated to establish the first nationally 
recognized Registered Apprenticeship Program for water and wastewater system 
operators (O*NET-SOC CODE: 51-8031.00). This initiative has created jobs in rural 
America and, as of this year, 36 State Rural Water Associations, including Alabama and 
Vermont, have obtained federally approved Registered Apprenticeship Programs. Over 
600 apprentices have enrolled or graduated, marking significant progress. 

The NRWA Water and Wastewater Operator Apprenticeship Programs include 4,000 
hours of on-the-job training with a one-to-one mentor-apprentice ratio and 288 hours of 
technical instruction over two years, with a suggested wage increase every six months. 
Graduates often serve as public health officials, responsible for complying with federal 
regulations and ensuring safe drinking water and sanitation services. 

The program's activities include but are not limited to learning system operation basics, 
safety procedures, operating heavy equipment, installation and inspection of water 
lines, leak detection, quality control, and compliance with federal, state, and local 
regulations. The Apprenticeship Program has enhanced workforce participation and 
retention, protected federal investments in water systems, and modernized workforce 
development in the industry. 

Workforce challenges are particularly acute for small community water systems, many 
of which operate with minimal staffing and struggle to comply with complex federal 
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regulations due to a lack of qualified operators. Our Apprenticeship Program has seen 
significant growth but is constrained in very small communities with insufficient capacity 
to employ or mentor apprentices. 

In Alabama, the Apprenticeship Program, finalized with the Alabama Office of 
Apprenticeship in February 2020, has seen promising developments despite pandemic-
related delays. We now have 14 participating employers and have successfully placed 
11 apprentices at 6 utilities. This program raises public awareness about water sector 
careers and supports newcomers with structured training and incentives; the first of its 
kind.  

The District was one of the first participants in ARWA’s Apprenticeship Program, and in 
fact, is slated to have the very first graduate of that program in the next few months.  
The process has been very successful for us so far, and we intend to continue to 
participate in the acquisition and training of new employees for years to come. 

To address these workforce challenges, we urge the Committee to incorporate financial 
resources and policies into the 2023 Farm Bill to expand and enhance this successful 
Apprenticeship Program. Prioritizing this initiative is essential to protect the federal 
investment in rural America's water and wastewater systems, ensuring these critical 
services remain sustainable and effective. 

Emergency Response, Recovery, and Resilience 

The remaining portion of my testimony will focus on lessons learned from disaster and 
recovery efforts including my personal experience and make recommendations for the 
Committee’s consideration. I will also speak on the direct assistance provided by the 
Alabama Rural Water Association and the Vermont Rural Water Association for disaster 
assistance. 

Due to the geographical location of the District, we are prone to tropical weather and 
hurricanes. During my 25-year tenure serving as the General Manager of the District, 
we have been through numerous tropical storms and 2 direct hits by Hurricanes Ivan 
and Sally. With each event, we made plans and preparations to deal with the disaster.  

NRWA and State Rural Water Associations serve as the lead entity in disaster recovery 
in many states necessary to restore and maintain critical water and wastewater services 
in small and rural communities and have done so for decades. We stage and deploy 
experienced staff and equipment for each event. 

Unfortunately, there has been no dedicated federal funding to enhance or expand this 
activity beyond the extremely limited assistance currently provided under the USDA 
Circuit Rider program which is only limited to disaster recovery activities to systems 
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under 10,000 population. After service is restored, this federal assistance is terminated. 
In addition, only a small portion of this existing contract is available for disaster 
assistance.  

To date, most of the disaster recovery costs have been absorbed by Rural Water State 
Associations. FEMA does not consistently reimburse direct costs. This is in stark 
contrast to the electric power industry.  

Continuity of essential water services is required to maintain the public health and 
economic vitality of communities during and after a disaster. The current disaster 
assistance provided through the Circuit Rider Program is designed to aid after a 
disaster incident takes place. Equally important are the preventive measures, resiliency 
planning and design, response, and recovery activities, training, etc. Providing an all-
hazards approach is necessary to adequately identify and address all vulnerabilities and 
threats to the water utility.  

Establishing dedicated, on-site, experienced staff to provide these services to rural 
utilities will directly benefit the public. Targeting assistance to rural communities that 
lack the financial resources and staff capacity to adequately prepare and restore critical 
services would help the residents who will be impacted the most and experience a 
longer recovery time. 

ARWA and NRWA have advocated for and testified numerous times for expanded 
authorities and assistance to be provided to rural communities over the last two years. 
Our recommendations are directly derived from the water sector field staff with decades 
of experience. 

We are grateful that Congress responded with pending bipartisan legislation in both the 
House and Senate. In the Senate, S. 2917, the “Rural Water System Disaster 
Preparedness and Assistance Act” was introduced by Senators Cortez Masto and 
Hyde-Smith and cosponsored by Senator Baldwin.  

If accepted within the final 2023 Farm Bill, this comprehensive approach will provide 
additional authorities for pre- and post-disaster assistance. Additional authorities to 
enhance preparation with the development of vulnerability assessments, disaster action 
and mitigation plans, geographic mapping, and hardening facilities, will all decrease 
potential disruptions and physical damage. Hardening facilities can provide additional 
non-natural disaster benefits including protection from physical and cyber-attacks. To 
address administrative burdens, post-disaster efforts would include direct assistance 
with the entire application process for available federal and state funding and the 
necessary reporting requirements.  
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Unfortunately, many small rural systems have limited capacity with one full-time or part-
time operator responsible for all operational activities of their system. This legislation 
also targets assistance to these vulnerable communities that lack the financial and 
human capacity to adequately protect the public health of their residents without this 
direct assistance.  

As previously mentioned, State Rural Water Associations have been providing disaster 
assistance for decades. The ARWA and other state rural water associations, especially 
the 5 Gulf States, have extensive, valuable experience providing direct recovery, 
response, and restoration assistance. 

What began as individual state rural water associations assisting and coordinating 
mutual aid agreements between utilities within their states has evolved into a well-
organized and robust collaboration. Today, state rural water associations collectively 
own, service, and share a diverse array of equipment and emergency response tools. 
Additionally, this collaboration has developed a small army of trained response 
professionals who specialize in water and wastewater response. This network 
significantly enhances Rural Water’s ability to respond swiftly and effectively to 
emergencies, ensuring that resources and expertise are readily available where they 
are most needed. The federal authorities encapsulated in S. 2917 will formalize and 
enhance this promising effort.  

After the devastating impact of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, NRWA established a 
permanent standing Emergency Response Committee.  This committee meets regularly 
to coordinate and review response efforts nationwide. 

Additionally, an annual on-site training event, hosted by different states, offers both 
classroom and hands-on training essential for the education of Rural Water Association 
first responders. This training is then disseminated to individual states, where the 
knowledge is shared with local water system managers, employees, and other first 
responders, thereby impacting thousands of emergency responders across the country 
and Puerto Rico. 

In recent years, the NRWA Board of Directors has provided non-federal funding to 
bolster state association efforts, enhancing their capacity to respond effectively to 
emergencies and support local communities. While Rural Water’s collective emergency 
preparedness and response activities have significantly improved over the past few 
decades, additional resources and authorities made available through legislation such 
as S. 2917 would offer exponential improvement opportunities. This legislation would 
not only enhance response efforts but also provide resources to minimize future impacts 
on utilities and ensure efficient and rapid recovery. 

Please find additional information and examples of response activities appended to this 
written testimony as ‘Appendix A: NRWA Emergency Response Highlights’.  
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I will now turn to my direct experience dealing with disaster and recovery activities.  

Hurricane Ivan 

In preparation for Hurricane Ivan, we secured all equipment, fueled our vehicles, and 
filled our elevated water storage tanks to maximum capacity. As the storm's arrival 
became imminent, we shut off the water tanks and evacuated as ordered. After the 
storm passed, we returned to find only three employees had stayed in the area. 

We connected an emergency generator to one of our wells to restart water pumping and 
began inspecting the system for damage and water quality. Many property owners 
along the bay had evacuated without turning off their water, causing docks and attached 
water lines to wash away, leading to water freely pumping into the bay. This placed a 
tremendous demand on the system, causing our pumps to run continuously. 

Despite having a 500-gallon tank of diesel fuel, it was located 7 miles from the 
generator, requiring constant refueling efforts. One employee (myself) was dedicated 
solely to transporting and refueling the generator, while the other two employees 
worked to shut off water to evacuated properties. The storm had altered the landscape 
in a dramatic fashion, making it difficult to locate assets. 

After a week, we restored operations to a somewhat normal state, with power and full 
staff returning. Services were either shut off or repaired, and normal pumping resumed. 
However, the cleanup phase presented new challenges. Contractors and outside help 
arriving to remove debris inadvertently damaged our infrastructure, including meter 
boxes, valves, flush stands, and fire hydrants. We then faced the task of replacing 
services, fixing main breaks, and reinstalling damaged equipment. 

Hurricane Sally 

Hurricane Sally differed significantly from Hurricane Ivan in that it was initially projected 
to be a tropical storm. We prepared as we did for Hurricane Ivan by securing and 
boarding up everything, fueling all vehicles and equipment, and filling our elevated 
water storage tanks to maximum capacity. However, we did not valve off the water 
storage tanks as there was no evacuation order, given it was expected to be a tropical 
storm. 

As we waited for the storm to pass, Sally unexpectedly intensified into a hurricane, 
wreaking havoc on the Gulf Coast. Power outages, fallen trees, and destroyed 
structures were widespread. Unlike Hurricane Ivan, the extent of damage from Sally 
caught us off guard. 

Once the storm had passed, we began the process of starting generators and 
inspecting the system for damage and water quality. This time, we had the advantage of 
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a full staff available to address arising issues. Additionally, we received full assistance 
from the Alabama Rural Water Association, which significantly bolstered our response 
efforts. 

As soon as the storm passed the District was contacted by Rob White, the Executive 
Director of the ARWA, and he wanted to know the status of our system and how the 
ARWA could help. After speaking with Rob, we decided to offer our facility as the onsite 
command center for emergency response efforts. The ARWA, in cooperation with 
NRWA, Oklahoma Rural Water Association, Louisiana Rural Water Association, 
Mississippi Rural Water Association, Georgia Rural Water Association, and Florida 
Rural Water Association mobilized and brought their emergency response trailer, 
generators, and manpower. The ARWA set up a command center at the District’s office 
from which to conduct coordination meetings with the Alabama Emergency 
Management Agency, as well as communicate and deploy resources to surrounding 
affected water and wastewater systems. With the mutual aid of the Rural Water 
Association, the District was able to identify and fix all deficiencies in the system and 
regain normal operations in a week. All the Rural Water Associations that came and 
offered aid in a time of need stayed for the duration to ensure all the systems in the area 
had services restored. 

Vermont Rural Water Association: 2023 Flooding Response 
 
The Vermont Rural Water Association (VRWA) played a crucial role in addressing the 
severe impacts of the July 2023 floods on water and wastewater systems throughout 
Vermont. Their swift and comprehensive response highlighted the expertise, dedication, 
and resilience of rural water professionals in managing emergency situations and 
supporting affected communities. Affixed to this testimony is Vermont Rural Water’s 
official Flood Response Report with highlights below: 
 
Impact of the Floods 

• Drinking Water Systems: At least 19 water systems were impacted, with 
several experiencing Boil Water Notices, Do Not Drink Orders, or an inability to 
deliver water. Water mains and sewer lines were damaged due to flooding, 
further complicating water delivery and treatment. 

• Wastewater Systems: An estimated 23 wastewater systems violated permits 
due to the flooding, with several treatment facilities becoming flooded. The 
Johnson Wastewater Treatment Facility was completely destroyed, 
demonstrating the extent of the damage. 
 

VRWA's Emergency Response 

• Immediate Response: VRWA staff worked around-the-clock to assist impacted 
systems. Their efforts included sourcing pumps, portable treatment units, and 



11 
 

temporary lab/office spaces for the most severely impacted facilities like Johnson 
Wastewater Treatment Facility. 

• Onsite Assistance: VRWA staff conducted inspections, needs evaluations, and 
sourced equipment from nearby utilities and rental companies. They set up 
bypass pumping, coordinated sludge pumping, and provided emergency 
response trailers for clean and dry workspace. 

• Mutual Aid Coordination: VRWA coordinated a mutual aid response between 
towns and facilitated the delivery of essential supplies such as dehumidifiers, 
industrial fans, and KN95 masks. They also designed and implemented 
chlorination systems for disinfection. 

• Communication and Coordination: VRWA maintained continuous 
communication with local, state, and federal agencies, including the EPA, Army 
Corps, USDA, and FEMA. This coordination ensured a comprehensive response 
to both immediate and long-term needs. 
 

Lessons Learned 

• Resilience and Preparedness: The floods underscored the importance of 
having well-prepared and resilient water and wastewater infrastructure. The 
ability of VRWA to quickly mobilize resources and coordinate responses was 
critical to mitigating the impacts of the floods to the systems and their respective 
communities.  

• Collaboration: Effective collaboration and constant communication between 
local communities, utilities, and various agencies was of the utmost importance. 
The support from neighboring cities, like Burlington providing equipment, was 
absolutely essential. 

• Challenges and Opportunities: The event highlighted supply chain challenges 
which can severely impact repair timelines. It also provided an opportunity to 
improve infrastructure resilience and emergency preparedness for future 
incidents. 
 

The hard work and expertise of the Vermont Rural Water Association were instrumental 
in the emergency response, recovery, and ongoing resilience efforts following the July 
2023 floods. Their actions restored critical water and wastewater services and 
reinforced the importance of resilient rural infrastructure and effective emergency 
management strategies. 

Conclusion 

In summary, I firmly believe that with additional federal support, mutual aid, effective 
collaboration, and thoughtful planning, we can address the challenges of emergencies 
and enhance the response, recovery, and resilience of rural water and wastewater 
system infrastructure nationwide. Our State Rural Water Associations currently provide 
aid at their own expense, without full compensation or reimbursement for their time and 
effort. 
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It is worth noting that the Circuit Rider Program does cover a portion of their salaries, 
particularly for recovery and restoration efforts. However, the scope of this support is 
limited, and on rare occasions, it includes application assistance. This highlights the 
need for more comprehensive funding to fully support the vital work carried out by these 
associations. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I am ready to answer any questions you may 
have. 

































Minnesota Floods – June 2024 

In June 2024, Minnesota faced significant flooding, prompting a swift and coordinated response 

from the Minnesota Rural Water Association (MRWA). Beginning on June 20th, MRWA’s 

USDA/RD funded staff, including Circuit Riders Ben Oseien, Jake Williams, Zach Blonigen, and 

Wastewater Technician Paul Plaetz, alongside EPA-funded staff Bob Klug and state-funded John 

Nelson, mobilized to address the crisis. 

The team deployed the Emergency Response Trailer and a fleet of pumps, sourced both from 

MRWA and cooperating communities, to assist flooded areas such as Waterville, Morristown, 

Adrian, Windom, Lismore, Lake Henry, Round Lake, Jackson, Eagle Lake, and Brownton. The 

critical work involved not just flood response, but also the logistical challenge of securing and 

transporting equipment, as some communities hesitated to release their pumps due to their 

own flood risks. 

Close collaboration with MnWARN directors and the Minnesota Homeland Security and 

Emergency Management (HSEM) was crucial in ensuring pumps and other resources were 

dispatched to where they were most needed. MRWA’s efforts extended to monitoring the 

situation in St. Cloud and Mankato, where the potential failure of the Rapidan Dam posed 

additional threats. 

Additionally, MRWA’s USDA/RD funded Wastewater Technician Joe Janson and Disaster 

Response Coordinator Terah Rinerson responded to flooding in the northern areas of Cook, 

Tower, and Walker, providing critical support and resources. 

The collective efforts of MRWA, MnWARN, and HSEM, supported by the cooperation of local 

communities, exemplify the resilience and preparedness necessary to manage such natural 

disasters. The teams remain on high alert, ready to respond to evolving conditions and 

potential new threats as the situation develops. 
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