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NOMINATION OF MICHAEL BOREN TO BE
UNDER SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT

TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2025

U.S. SENATE
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 3:15 p.m., in Room
328A, Russell Senate Office Building, Hon. John Boozman, Chair-
man of the Committee, presiding.

Present: Senators Boozman [presiding], Hoeven, Ernst, Hyde-
Smith, Marshall, Tuberville, Justice, Grassley, Fischer, Klobuchar,
Bennet, Smith, Warnock, Welch, Fetterman, Schiff, and Slotkin.

Also present: Senator Risch.

STATEMENT OF HON. BOOZMAN, U.S. SENATOR FROM THE
STATE OF ARKANSAS, CHAIRMAN, U.S. COMMITTEE ON AGRI-
CULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

Chairman Bo0ZMAN. Okay. Good afternoon. Today, we welcome
Mr. Michael Boren of Idaho to the Committee as we consider his
nomination to be Under Secretary for the Natural Resources and
Environment, or NRE, mission area at the Department of Agri-
culture. The forest and grasslands of the United States Forest
Service serve a variety of functions, wildlife habitat, outdoor recre-
ation, oil, gas, minerals, and timber. I look forward to hearing from
Mr. Boren on how he views this multiple-use mandate for the For-
est Service.

I am concerned that recent years have seen a reduction in the
priority for timber. However, I am pleased with some of the actions
President Trump and USDA have taken to try and address this
problem. Utilizing our forest to sequester carbon also requires re-
sponsibility by harvesting timber and properly managing our for-
ests, which provide an almost unlimited resource, resulting in a
win-win for everyone. When timber is harvested and ultimately
stored in lumber and other end products, that carbon is preserved
almost permanently.

Perhaps an even better way our forests can serve our Nation’s
environmental powerhouse is by preventing and mitigating future
catastrophic wildfires. There is a statistic I know we have all heard
before, but it is still astounding to me. California wildfires in 2020
released twice as many greenhouse emissions than the state re-
duced between 2003 and 2019. Properly managing our Nation’s for-
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ests can do more to prevent carbon emissions than almost anything
else we can do in Congress.

Thankfully, this Committee is currently considering the Fix Our
Forests Act, and we hope to move this forward in the very near fu-
ture and get this legislation signed into law. FOFA will provide the
right tools and processes for our federal land management agen-
cies, including the U.S. Forest Service, to mitigate the frequency
and intensity of catastrophic wildfires.

If confirmed as the Under Secretary of the USDA mission area
that oversees the Forest Service, the Committee will look to you to
quickly implement FOFA and follow in congressional intent. Your
leadership and background will be critical in ensuring the Forest
Service is efficient and effective in carrying out the critical job of
the mission area. Doing this successfully will ensure that all Amer-
icans can enjoy the benefits of our Nation’s forests and grasslands
for years to come.

I expect that Congress and this Committee will be able to work
with Mr. Boren and rely on his professionalism and candor as we
conduct necessary oversight over the multi-layered programs and
efforts under his purview. We expect you and your team will be
prompt in our requests and work with the Committee to provide
needed information and technical assistance. We will trust your ex-
perience and expertise to steward our national forests over the
course of your time, should you be confirmed as Under Secretary.

Mr. Boren, I want to again congratulate you on your nomination
to be Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment at
USDA, and we look forward to hearing from you today.

I now turn to our Ranking Member, Senator Klobuchar, for her
opening statement.

STATEMENT OF HON. KLOBUCHAR, U.S. SENATOR FROM THE
STATE OF MINNESOTA

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you very much, and thank you, Sen-
ator Risch. Thank you for coming here and to the nominee as well.

I spoke with Mr. Boren. I appreciated that very much. I would
like to welcome his family, including his wife, Joan, and his father,
Robert Boren, and two of his children and daughter-in-law, who I
understand are here.

Mr. Boren, if confirmed, you will oversee the U.S. Forest Service,
which is, as we all know, responsible for managing 193 million
acres of forest and grassland. You are being considered for this po-
sition at a critical time for the Forest Service. As the Chairman
mentioned, the wildfires in California, which, of course, created
just unimaginable harm. I will note sometimes there are smaller
fires as well that can quickly get out of control, as you and I talked
about, Mr. Boren. I have appreciated the Forest Service’s work, as
I told Secretary Rollins, working with the State of Minnesota in
just the last few weeks to contain fires in northern Minnesota that
quickly spread to acres and acres. We currently have fires in Can-
ada that are not really close to our state in terms of burning for-
ests, but are creating huge smoke issues in a lot of parts of the
United States with more to come.

The Forest Service has an important multiple-use mandate to
manage lands for timber, recreation, watershed health, and more.
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USDA’s and Interior’s focus on wildlife suppression and prevention
are very important right now.

A critical part of reducing wildfire risk is the Forest Service and
its partners carrying out more forest management, and I recognize
the USDA recently released an active forest management strategy,
and I welcome its focus on increasing the use of Good Neighbor Au-
thority, a bill that I had worked on for years and other partnership
agreements.

Mr. Boren, if confirmed, you will be responsible for implementing
these recent directives and for responding to wildfires. I do remain
concerned about the Forest Service’s capacity to carry out the im-
portant work to reduce wildlife risk and severity. The Forest Serv-
ice has reportedly lost more than 4,000 employees since January,
and my office has received reports of Forest Service contracts hav-
ing been canceled and delayed, including some projects focused on
reduction of wildfire risk. Workforce reductions and disruptions in
funding and contracts raise questions about the Forest Service’s
ability to balance its many responsibilities. These are concerns I
have raised in several communications with the USDA and need
clarity from the agency.

The Administration’s proposed budget that just came out also
contributes to the uncertainty. The budget makes deep cuts in Na-
tional Forest Service system funding, popular programs that
strengthen state and private sector capacity for managing forests
and forestry research. This is confusing, following recent testimony
to this Committee from the Forest Service on the need to rely on
state and private partners.

The budget also recommends moving wildland fire operations to
the Department of Interior from the USDA’s Forest Service. While
I am open to reviewing the details of this proposal, I am concerned
it would hurt the Forest Service’s ability to execute wildfire mitiga-
tion and other land management work.

Mr. Boren, these proposals raise questions about the Forest Serv-
ice’s approach to overseeing the wildfire crisis that we are seeing
in so many states, as my colleague Senator Bennet knows from his
home State of Colorado and managing Forest Service lands. I look
forward to hearing more about how, if confirmed, you will work to
ensure the Forest Service addresses these challenges and how you
will ensure our national forests remain a place for all Americans
to enjoy.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I yield back my one minute to Sen-
ator Risch.

Senator RiscH. I will take it. Thank you.

Chairman BoozMAN. Senator Hoeven wanted to know what job
we were confirming Senator Risch for.

[Laughter.]

Senator RiSCH. You should be so lucky to vote.

[Laughter.]

Chairman Bo0zMAN. Today, we are more than pleased to have
our good friend and colleague, Senator Risch, with us, who truly is
a champion of agriculture in rural America throughout this coun-
try. He will be introducing our nominee, Mr. Michael Boren. Thank
you for being here again, Senator Risch.

Please proceed.
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Senator RIscH. Well, thank you very much. It is good to get even
with you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you to yourself and the Ranking
Member for having me here today.

I think you have introduced more people than I have. I have got
more nominees in my Committee than any of the other Commit-
tees, and I think you have introduced more of them than anybody
else. I was thinking of getting you your own chair in the committee
room.

Thank you. Thank you for being here. It is a great honor to do
this for a lot of different reasons. Obviously, forestry is a passion
of mine. My undergraduate degree was in forestry and forest man-
agement. We have not had Idaho fingerprints on the Forest Service
since I was Governor. When I was Governor, one of my classmates,
actually, was Chief of the Forest Service. We are going to have a
Chief of the Forest Service from Idaho and, of course, this position
now from Idaho.

It is so important because people, particularly if you live east of
the Mississippi, it is hard to fathom that our state is owned by 2/
3 by the Federal Government. Two out of every three acres in the
State of Idaho is owned by the Federal Government. It is an en-
tirely different ball game doing business there, commerce and ev-
erything else. Particularly when the state has cut its teeth on min-
ing and on forestry and those kinds of things, it is very difficult to
operate sometimes with the Federal Government. They are not al-
ways the best neighbors in the world. Most federal employees are
good people, hardworking people, well-intentioned people, but there
are some that make being a neighbor with the Federal Government
challenging.

Turning to the nominee, President Trump has picked, I think,
the right person for this job. If you go into his background, obvi-
ously, he has been a very successful person in the business sector.
Beyond that, he has considerable roots in the forest. He started as
a teenager working with the Forest Service and doing business
with the Forest Service. It followed his family. His father had quite
a lot of dealings with the Forest Service, which he will talk about
in his opening statement, as did his wife’s grandfather, I believe it
was. He comes at it from a couple different ways.

One of the things I am sure that you are going to ask him about
is there has been a lot of media about disagreements he has had
with the Federal Government. I can tell you that in Idaho, where
we have all this federal land, there are pieces of ground called
inholdings. If you are from the east of the Mississippi, you have
never heard of the word inholdings. When you are from out west,
as a lot of our Members are, they know what an inholding is. I can
tell you, most federal people, when you talk to them, will not con-
cede that they are not very—Senator, do not you want to hear the
rest of this?

[Laughter.]

Senator GRASSLEY. Sorry. There is a meeting I got though.

Senator RiscH. I have listened to you over these years, and I can-
not understand——

[Laughter.]

Senator RiscH. No, no, no, no, no.

[Laughter.]
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Senator RiscH. He takes things literally, you know.

[Laughter.]

Senator RiSCH. In any event, when you have inholdings, usually
the BLM (Bureau of Land Management) and the Forest Service are
not really happy with inholdings, and they are not always the best
neighbor. To be honest with you, I have never—and I have dealt
with these kind of problems when I was Governor in my decades
in the State Senate. I dealt with a lot of people that had problems
with the BLM and the Forest Service who had inholdings. They
were disputes that really should have been resolved like good
neighbors resolve them. Instead, they turn into public debates, and
it can be difficult and reaches a fever pitch at times.

I have never yet run into anybody that has an inholding—and
they are relatively common in the West. I have never run into any-
body that has an inholding property that has not had some dis-
agreement with their neighbor, the Federal Government. I am sure
you will want to ask him questions about this, and I am sure he
will explain these to you, but these are difficult things, and he has
a considerable amount of land that is not an inholding. As I say,
he will be able to explain to you the disputes that he has had with
the Federal Government on these.

Look, this is the right guy for this job. I commend the President
of the United States for choosing him for this particular position,
and I would commend his nomination to you. I know that you will
look at this favorably and civilly when you deal with him. Thank
you very much. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

If T can be excused, please, I have got another meeting I have
to go to.

Chairman BoozMAN. I guess we will let you go. Thank you——

Senator RISCH. Senator Klobuchar, you are not going to cross-ex-
amine me if that is what you think.

[Laughter.]

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Looking so inviting.

Senator RISCH. Yes, I know.

Chairman Bo0zMAN. Thank you for being here.

Senator RiscH. Thank you so much. I appreciate it.

Chairman BoozMAaN. We know you are busy. Thank you so much.

Okay. I will now administer the oath and then begin with wit-
ness testimony. You will have five minutes. Please stand and raise
your right hand.

Chairman BO0OzZMAN. Do you swear or affirm that the statements
you are about to provide is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. BOREN. Yes.

Chairman BoozMmAN. Do you agree that, if confirmed, you will re-
spond to requests to appear and testify before any duly constituted
Committee of the Senate?

Mr. BOREN. Yes.

Chairman BoozMmAN. Thank you, Mr. Boren. You are now recog-
nized for your statement.
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STATEMENT OF MICHAEL BOREN, TO BE UNDER SECRETARY
OF AGRICULTURE FOR NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVI-
RONMENT

Mr. BOREN. Thank you, Chairman Boozman, Ranking Member
Klobuchar, and Members of the Committee. It is a real honor to be
here today to appear before you. I have had a very pleasant oppor-
tunity to meet some of you in your offices and learn some good
things about your states and about what you are concerned with.

If confirmed, it will be a privilege for me to spend time working
with you as you exercise your responsibilities and authorities and
oversight with the Forest Service and the Department of Agri-
culture. I am thankful to President Donald Trump and to Secretary
Brooke Rollins for the trust they have placed in me in this nomina-
tion. I think they are very inspiring people, and I hope you will
give me the opportunity to work for them.

May I introduce my wife and partner of 41 years? It has been
a really interesting ride. Meeting Joan at a church dance changed
my life. It made it harder; it made it so much more worthwhile,
and it gave me so much more reason to be the best that I could
be.

Joan and I have—we have a life of adventure. It is so many
times we look at each other at the end of a day and say, truthfully,
just another best day ever. We have had some great days. We have
had hard days, and they have been great days.

My father, Robert Boren, a retired professor and Forest Service
employee and consultant with the Forest Service for many, many
years, is with us today. I am really pleased to have him here. He
spent many days in the forest since 1937 when he first got to the
forest.

My mother died in 2012 after 54 years of marriage to my father.
She was a really great example to me. She was a true pioneer, and
she spent her life serving other people, and I am glad to have
known her and to have been her son—to be her son.

Joan and I have three children. Two of them are able to be here
today, Jack and Amanda. Jack’s wife, Ashley, is here as well, and
Amanda is here with her daughter, my granddaughter, Stevie, one
of nine grandchildren that we have had, one a year for nine years,
so it has been quite a ride there as well.

I love my grandchildren and my children, and I will do every-
thing I can to preserve the beauty and the opportunity and the
freedom that is America for them. That is why I am here today,
among other reasons, but I am here to serve my children and your
children and grandchildren.

I am thankful to be supported by many friends and family mem-
bers. Some of them are here today, and many more of them are
watching live, and I am glad to have their support.

The United States Forest Service has always been a part of my
life. I remember some of my earliest memories are when my father
was working for the Clayton Ranger District in central Idaho in the
summers. He spent long hours there. There was too much to do
and too few employees. I know that seems surprising that we are
back to that today, but I think it has maybe always been the case.
Somehow, he and the ranger got it done. I have to say the ranger
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to me was larger than life. That was the really important person
in our county, and I really looked up to him.

Later in his life, my father worked for the Forest Service and the
Interagency Fire Center, which is based in Boise, Idaho, as a con-
sultant, and I had a lot of time to learn things from him about that
as well. I feel like I have a pretty good grounding in some of the
challenges and opportunities of the Forest Service.

As Senator Risch mentioned, my brother Dave and I worked as
teenagers. We had a business buying logs from the Forest Service
and cutting them up into posts and poles and selling them to
neighboring ranches. That was so successful that the next year we
decided to make more money, we would be GS-1 level employees
of the Forest Service and plant trees, and that went pretty well.
We have some experience there.

I have accessed the forest in almost every way you can imagine,
on foot, on horseback, skis, snowshoes, snowcats, snowmobiles,
every kind of conveyance from motorcycles to ATVs to UTVs, four-
wheel drives, and motorized and non-motorized boats, and espe-
cially aircraft and helicopters. I can tell you it has given me a real
appreciation for the difficulty of maintaining and increasing and
improving access to the forest for the general public. This is a very
important issue for me because I believe that when people go to the
forest, it is a spiritual experience, it is an awakening, and it is a
patriotic experience for them, and I want to make sure they have
that opportunity.

My wife’s grandfather, Leonard Berg, who Senator Risch men-
tioned, worked for the Forest Service his whole career and ended
his career here in Washington, DC, and I really admired him. I
also have recognized his abilities and strengths and integrity in
many of the employees of the Forest Service with whom I hope to
be able to work.

It looks like I am about out of time. I could tell you more about
my career and my background, but I feel that I am uniquely posi-
tioned to support the Forest Service in its role, and I think that
it will be a blessing to work for the Forest Service if you confirm
me to this position. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Boren can be found on pages 18—
19 in the appendix.]

Chairman BoozMAN. Thank you. Before I ask my questions, I
would like to add letters in support of Mr. Boren’s nomination into
the record, as well as a statement from Senator Crapo, who has a
conflict. He is, as you know, Chairman of Finance and is busy right
now.

Without objection, so ordered.

[The letters can be found on pages 22-31 in the appendix.]

Chairman BoozMaN. I will go ahead and start.

Due to the rise of catastrophic fires across the United States, fed-
eral and state land management agencies and private forestry own-
ers recognize the need to increase the pace and scale of hazardous
fuels reductions on federal lands and cross-boundary landscapes.

Mr. Boren, what is your view of Forest Service’s role on forest
management tools like timber production that can prevent cata-
strophic wildfires? How can the Forest Service proactively manage
our forests to promote wildfire resiliency?
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Mr. BOREN. The Forest Service—thank you, Senator, for that
question and for having me here.

The Forest Service has many tools available to it to manage the
forests, to sustain their health and diversity and productivity, and
I think we should use all of them, in particular the tools relating
to timber production, which are important not only for making the
forest more healthy and more resilient and fire-resistant but also
for revenue to the government of the United States and therefore
its people, and also to be able to use those organizations to take
care of some of our trails and roads, so it is really important to
produce timber.

It is also important to reduce fuel accumulation where timber is
not the best way to do it or to do it in conjunction with that, and
I feel like that is something that is really well done in coordination
with timber producers and other groups, and we can look in par-
ticular to state forestry organizations to see some of the good
things that they have done.

Chairman Bo0zZMAN. Very good. Across the Western United
States, the checkerboard pattern of land ownership between public,
private, and tribal landowners creates confusion and limits active
management of the forest. These limitations can negatively impact
our national forests. How do you view these cross-boundary issues,
and how can the Forest Service engage with other public and pri-
vate land managers?

Mr. BOREN. Well, as a private landowner, I know the checker-
board nature of the West is difficult because it does not matter
what you do on your own land in terms of noxious weeds reduction
and prevention or in terms of fire prevention, your neighbors need
to be involved. I think there have been some really good things
that you in Congress have done over the past few years along those
lines. I know there is an interesting checkerboard project for fuels
reduction in California today with Sierra Pacific Industries and
possibly with other companies that is a good example of how the
public and private landowners can get together to deal with fuels
reduction and other methods of mitigation, and I would think we
could do a lot more of that.

Chairman B0oOzZMAN. Timber sales from national forests benefit
many stakeholders by mitigating wildfires, preventing pests and
disease outbreaks, and supporting the economy of local commu-
nities. Unfortunately, many mills are struggling due to fluctuations
in the amount of timber from our forests and the demand for forest
products. What is your view on the value of timber sales when it
comes to supporting rural economies and forest management, and
what can the Forest Service play in supporting mills, which is with
a steady supply of timber?

Mr. BOREN. I have seen firsthand the problems that come with
lack of timber production and the things that happen to rural com-
munities when they lose a timber mill, a lumber mill, and I realize
that it is very difficult these days to add new lumber mills to re-
place the old ones. One of the reasons is the cost is really high. It
costs maybe $300 million to build a good, successful lumber mill,
and nobody is willing to do that if they do not have a guarantee
of production to be able to maintain their mill for a long period of
time.
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While it is very important to support our rural communities by
producing more timber, by selling more timber, if there is no one
to buy it, if there is no one to process it, you cannot have that mill.
You cannot build those economies. We need to do more than just
say we are going to produce more timber. We need to encourage
long-term contracts with mill owners so that they have a reason to
believe that they can invest $300 million in a mill and make a liv-
ing out of it over the long term. We need to work with other enti-
ties, state forests, for example, and private forests to help find
ways to grow our rural economies by providing them a steady sup-
ply of timber.

Chairman BoozMAN. Senator Klobuchar.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you very much, Senator Boozman.

I think I will start with the staffing issue I raised in the opening
just with the thousands of employees that have left and termi-
nated. There was deferred resignation plans and then the White
House’s direction to federal agencies to plan for additional layoffs.

Mr. Boren, how will you ensure resignations and terminations
will not affect the ability of the Forest Service to prevent and ad-
dress the dangers of wildfires?

Mr. BOREN. Thank you, Senator Klobuchar. That is a very impor-
tant point. We certainly need to have an appropriate level of staff
to fulfill our mission.

I have not had an experience with the Forest Service yet where
I understand what the staffing levels are and how they are being
applied, but I am very familiar with resource-constrained organiza-
tions, having worked in one and for one that I started for many
years, where we started with a very small amount of money and
never really had enough to do what we needed to do. I certainly
would not say that that guarantees that I will be able to figure it
out immediately at the Forest Service, but I know that we have to
live with the resources that we receive, and we will find a way to
do that.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Okay. The present budget proposes moving
wildland fire management outside of the USDA. This is a signifi-
cant responsibility of the Forest Service that would be transferred
to the Department of Interior, and I understand some have ques-
tions about the impact on this on managing wildfire responses.
Could you talk about how this proposal could affect the agency’s
fire mitigation work, like prescribed burns, and how you will work
with states, tribes, and employees and other interested parties as
this proposal is considered?

Mr. BOREN. I have questions, as you do. I do not fully understand
the proposal and how it is intended to work. I do have a back-
ground through my father and through living in Boise, Idaho, and
visiting the Interagency Fire Center and through being a fire-
fighter and working with incident management teams where it is
very clear to me that cooperation with other agencies and other or-
ganizations is the way to fight fire. I am sure that if this transfer
occurs, the Forest Service will still be intimately involved, since
that organization is responsible for most of the federal forests and
a large chunk of grasslands and responsible for keeping them in
good condition.
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Senator KLOBUCHAR. Exactly. Thank you. That is part of why I
am so worried about this. Thanks for mentioning that because, as
you acknowledge here, the Forest Service is charged with man-
aging forests and watersheds, wildlife habitat, and these are re-
sponsibilities of the Forest Service. Could you very quickly, because
I want to get something else, mention what policies or practices
you would promote to balance these multiple uses to ensure the
long-term health of forests and grasslands?

Mr. BOREN. I will try to be brief. That is a really big question,
Senator. Multiple use is super important. All of the people in
America own our forests and grasslands, and they all have dif-
ferent ideas about how they should be used, and we need to find
ways to balance all of the uses—recreation, timber production,
clean air and water—which sometimes involves non-production in
areas, oil and gas and forage. There are lots of things that we need
to balance, and I—you know, we just need to always be mindful of
everyone else’s position.

I find that when we get into a negotiation—when I get into a ne-
gotiation frequently, it is important to show—to learn what the
other person wants and not to worry too much about my own per-
sonal needs.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Okay. Senator Risch mentioned that you
had, as a landowner and has had some disagreements about ease-
ments with the Forest Service near your Idaho ranch, and could
you talk about these disagreements briefly? You can follow-up in
writing. How will you respond to those that may disagree with your
positions or decisions, including employees or members of the pub-
lic?

Mr. BOREN. Thank you. Thank you for bringing that up. That is
a long conversation, potentially, but

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Well, Senator Risch opened the door.

Mr. BOreN. He did.

[Laughter.]

Mr. BOREN. He did, and he is aware of some things that have
happened that have been difficult for me and some that I felt were
oppressive because I have talked to him about those. I think one
of the important things to point out is that I do not have disputes
with the Forest Service. He did use that word, but I would disagree
with that. As a landowner, I have had disagreements from time to
time with the Forest Service. Typically, they have been very ag-
gressive at the beginning of those disagreements. Eventually, when
they got the facts and when we talked through it and we had rea-
sonable discussions, we have always come around to a settlement
that works for everyone.

To be very clear about easements, if I may just have a moment,
I—there is a scenic easement on a ranch that I live on, and I have
never had a violation or even a suggestion that I violated—well, I
have had one suggestion, but it was clear that it did not happen,
and it was retracted. I have not had violations of that easement,
ever.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Okay. Just last, very quickly, will you com-
mit to not interfering with and, in fact, recusing yourself from any
existing or future matters involving properties that you, your fam-
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ily members, or your friends own or are affiliated with the Forest
Service?

Mr. BOREN. Senator, I have had incredibly detailed discussions
with USDA ethics attorneys, who, by the way, are amazing. I will
commit to making sure they always know everything about any-
thing that could be a conflict of interest that I can tell them and
to always following their advice.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you.

Chairman BoozMAN. Senator Hoeven.

Senator HOEVEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Thanks for coming in and visiting with me earlier. One of the
things we talked about was access in the grasslands, and that is
incredibly important. You have been a rancher all your life, al-
though you have been involved in other pursuits as well, obviously.
You understand, I think, from a rancher’s perspective. Talk to me
about the importance of access for those ranchers that are in the
grazing associations on the grasslands.

Mr. BOREN. Senator, I have been involved in access ideas and
issues for much of my life. It is a really important part of my life
for people to have access to their properties and to public land to
be able to use that land appropriately. There are often differences
of opinion about how to approach that. My opinion is that the For-
est Service is the servant of the people in managing the assets of
the people, known as the national forests and grasslands. We need
to—we—if I happen to be confirmed by you, the Forest Service
should always remember that it is a service organization for the
benefit of the people, today’s people and future generations, and
should be careful to consider the importance of access to the forests
or access to people’s grazing leases or grasslands as being of para-
mount importance.

Senator HOEVEN. I am not sure how it works in every state, but
in our state that means we have to have access to the section lines.
Will you work with us to make sure that our grazers have access
{:o E}l(‘))se section lines so they can access their herds in the grass-
ands?

Mr. BOREN. I will commit to working with you to resolve that
issue. I cannot promise you that I will make sure it happens, but
I will do my best.

Senator HOEVEN. Okay. You understand the need for access and
the importance of access through the section lines, and you are
willing:

Mr. BOREN. It is extremely important, and I agree.

Senator HOEVEN. Okay. Grazing agreements, are you going to
make sure that grazing agreements for the ranchers out there are
fair, practical, and workable?

Mr. BOREN. Senator, yes.

Senator HOEVEN. Okay.

Mr. BOREN. I have experience with that, not with forest grazing
leases, but with state and BLM leases, and I know it is very impor-
tant for both sides to work together.

Senator HOEVEN. How about fire control? I mean, the volunteer
fire departments have a huge role in the grasslands in terms of ad-
dressing fire. Most of it is these volunteer firemen. Sometimes,
though, the Federal Government will come in and do prescribed
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burns when they should not, high winds or whatever. Are you will-
ing to work and make sure that that does not happen, that the
Federal Government is working with the Forest Service, is working
with the ranchers on the ground when it comes to things like con-
trolled burns and other issues?

Mr. BOREN. Senator Hoeven, thank you. That is an area that is
important to me. I have been involved with a volunteer fire depart-
ment and worked with the Forest Service on fires, and I think it
is very important to work together. It is very important if you are
ever going to do a prescribed burn to make sure everyone knows
about it. The other thing is I think we can be a little more careful
about how and when we do prescribed burns.

Senator HOEVEN. Have you been out in the grasslands and seen
some of the landscapes where the prairie dogs have taken over and
it looks like the moon, lunar landscape?

Mr. BOREN. I have, Senator.

Senator HOEVEN. Do you think that is appropriate?

Mr. BOREN. I do not like it. I think there are solutions, and we
should pursue them.

Senator HOEVEN. Right. Just reasonable solutions like a reason-
able buffer so that if somebody has private land, they do not have
a prairie dog infestation that they cannot control. That is not fair
to individual ranchers or grazers, is it?

Mr. BOREN. I think the—yes, I think that is correct. That should
happen, and it is not fair. I think that it is the same thing for prai-
rie dogs as other infestations like weeds. There should be a buffer
zone.

Senator HOEVEN. I am glad you mentioned that. Weed control is
really important. We have got noxious weeds. The Assistant Direc-
tor at the Forest Service—or Deputy Director Chris French has
been really good about working with us on addressing noxious
weeds, which is a huge issue. One, I want to commend him and ask
for your help and your continued support in addressing noxious
weeds. I cannot imagine why everybody could not agree that that
just makes common sense.

Mr. BOREN. Senator, thank you. I will offer you my support, and
I agree it makes common sense. I will say that in my home area,
the Forest Service does a really good job of encouraging ranchers
to control the weeds on their own property, and I think it is good
to have that be reciprocal.

Senator HOEVEN. Yes, you said that just right. Thank you very
much.

Chairman Bo0OZMAN. Senator Bennet.

Senator BENNET. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Thank you, Mr. Boren, for being here. I appreciate it. I know you
grew up, you mentioned with your dad, working in the Forest Serv-
ice, and I know you have got exposure to the fire risk that we are
all dealing with. In Colorado, there is huge amounts of concern
about how dangerous things are.

I have a lot of concern about what the purpose of the Trump Ad-
ministration’s decision to move fire suppression out of the Forest
Service is meant to accomplish at a moment when the last thing
we need, I think, is to make it more confusing, especially when
thinking about the current wildfire season that we are facing right
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now. It was not clear from your answer to Senator Klobuchar
whether you supported that change, whether you—you said you
had some questions of your own. I have some questions. I wonder
what questions you do have about how to do it because I am not
sure.

I mean, I think maybe there is a philosophical view out there in
the world that separating fire suppression from mitigation and
from wildfire restoration, all that stuff, is a good idea philosophi-
cally. On the ground, I am not sure, especially in a world where
people have come to work together so well with local communities,
volunteer fire departments, the work that your dad did at the fire
center out there. Could you talk a little bit about that in this con-
text and how you are going to, when you become in charge of the
Forest Service, the degree to which you will pay attention to the
question of whether this is a good idea or not a good idea, I guess.

Mr. BOREN. Senator, thank you. I guess the answer is I am cer-
tainly willing to look at that idea and consider it, and I can under-
stand on my own without getting into details or being told by any-
one in the Administration yet—and since I am not there, I have not
been—I can see reasons why it is a good idea to have an agency
that is focused on fire, where there is a person at the head of the
agency that can be held fully responsible.

To be clear, responsibility is a good thing. Consequences are a
good thing. They help shape our decisions. I can see where there
is maybe some value and hope in that, and that might be part of
what is driving it. I have to say I just do not have the facts yet
to really understand all of the reasons behind it. However, I will
commit to you that managing fire so that it does not cause so many
health problems and economic problems to our country and prob-
lems to the forest is very important to me. It will be a major focus.

Senator BENNET. Thank you. I appreciate that. I think it is im-
portant for the American people and the taxpayer to understand
that fighting these fires costs six times or nine times more than
doing the restoration on the front end, doing the mitigation on the
front end. In that sense, they are related questions because I hate
to say it, but given the conditions, we may find ourselves paying
one way or another, which is why it is so important, I think, to co-
ordinate this work. It is very important I think, for the people that
are suppressing the fires to be able to understand and give advice
to the people that are doing the work on the front end as we think
about how to take care of these landscapes and protect the infra-
structure and our water infrastructure in particular. Can you just
respond to that or comment?

Mr. BOREN. Yes, I think that is a really insightful comment, Sen-
ator. I think it is—you are actually underestimating when you say
six to nine times because you are talking about the tangible costs,
and the health costs to America of the wildland fires that we have
had is ridiculously high and overlooked. I can tell you, it is—I have
read some of the studies on that from university professors and
other organizations, and the health risk to Americans, especially
young Americans, is very high. The health risk to our cattle herds
is very high, and none of that is in your six to nine times number.
It is a really expensive thing. It is much better to be proactive, to
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take care of our forests so that we do not end up with the results
of firefighters.

Here is another thing that is not included in those costs, the
damage to our watersheds——

Senator BENNET. Yes, that is what

Mr. BOREN [continuing]. which is amazingly huge. I see it first-
hand in our neighborhood because we have had some really big
fires, we have had pristine wilderness rivers that have not recov-
ered in 20 years.

Senator BENNET. Yes. Well, that is my major concern. Every sin-
gle watershed we have is downstream of these forests. I mean,
downhill and downstream. That means that every single farm and
ranch is downstream, every single community, no matter how big
and no matter how small. I mean, really, the entire American
West—I do not think it is an exaggeration to say the entire Amer-
ican West is at risk. We cannot undo lots of decisions that have
been made up until this moment, I suppose.

We are going to have to find a way to work together in an urgent
way to mitigate the risk that we are facing. I completely agree that
I think we have got to make important investments on the front
end to try to mitigate not just the cost of fires, but the destruction
that they can cause to our watersheds because without those wa-
tersheds, we do not have a Colorado.

Mr. BOREN. I could not agree more, Senator.

Senator BENNET. Thank you. Thanks.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman BO0OZMAN. Senator Hyde-Smith.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you,
Mr. Boren, so much for being here today and your willingness to
serve. I am really glad that Stevie is here today. We do not get
xéery many little girls in here, so glad that you are here today,

tevie.

You know, in Mississippi, we call ourselves the “wood basket” of
the Nation. You and I had a really good visit about that. We play
a critical role in the U.S. timber supply. We are uniquely posi-
tioned just to meet the growing demands for timber and wood prod-
ucts, and we also ship them through our ports, our port at the Gulf
of America and down in Mississippi River as well. Even in chal-
lenging times, public and private forests in Mississippi have been
at the forefront of commonsense forest management that helped
keep us healthy, working, and productive.

In the next farm bill and through the Fix Our Forests Act, which
is currently being considered by the Committee, we hope to create
more opportunities to support this industry that is very critical to
my state, and to improve the essential tools that we need at the
Forest Service to increase the pace and scale of active forest man-
agement in Mississippi and across the country.

If confirmed, how do you plan to approach management within
the agency, especially when it comes to streamlining projects and
the approvals, coordinating with state and local partners, and mak-
ing sure decisions keep on-the-ground realities in mind?

Mr. BOREN. Senator Hyde-Smith, one of the things that I intend
to do is learn more about Mississippi and how you have accom-
plished the things you have accomplished because some of the




15

projects that you have been involved in in Mississippi and some of
the things that are going on in the forests in Mississippi are truly
revolutionary and should be applied throughout the country, and I
appreciate your example as a state.

Really, I think what it comes down to is we have large tasks
ahead of us with the Forest Service in all the areas you mentioned,
and we need coordination with other entities, both state agencies,
but also user groups and other organizations that want to put skin
in the game and be helpful. I think that, you know, can be a really,
really good thing as we have not all the resources that we need.

One thing we need is help from Senators and Representatives.
You pointed out that we have a need for streamlining what we do.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. Yes.

Mr. BOREN. There is some things that we probably cannot
streamline without streamlining some of our acts of Congress that
might need a little tweaking so that they work appropriately both
for protection of the environment, because one of the things that
is important to us is long-term health of the forests and sustain-
ability of their usability for the people, so, you know, that is impor-
tant, but also being able to get the right things done at the right
time on the ground. A good example of that would be after a fire,
it is really important to use that timber now rather than wait and
try and sell it in three or four years when it has no value. There
is some things you could do to help us with that.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. We will be glad to do it. In Mississippi, it
is called hard work. Our successes are because of hard work and
some really good programs with people willing to invest and people
willing to commit.

You know, we have been working on one particular issue for dec-
ades now, and I had the opportunity to mention that to you, name-
ly developing the area around Lake Okhissa in Franklin County,
Mississippi. It is in the Homochitto National Forest. It is in south-
west Mississippi, beautiful area, so much potential, 1,100-acre pris-
tine lake down there. It was built in—in the 1990’s is when it was
built. You can fish all day long by yourself almost, and you can ski
by yourself. We have got to develop something to capitalize on the
potential around that area.

In the 2018 Farm Bill, we worked really hard to include a provi-
sion that transferred 150 acres of the Homochitto National Forest
land to support economic development. We are beginning to see
that pay off significantly since that was signed into law, and we
are very excited about that project, some really good announce-
ments just lately on that.

The goal of this effort is to enable smart, locally-driven develop-
ment that complements the natural resources and increases public
access that you have mentioned. I look forward to continuing work-
ing with this Committee in supporting economic development in
this very, very rural area of Mississippi, two small towns. One of
them has a red light, the other one does not.

Mr. Boren, please share how you view this kind of targeted land
transfer for economic development and what kind of support the
Forest Service could provide to ensure the success of this project,
and both for the community and maintaining stewardship of the
surrounding Homochitto National Forest lands.
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Mr. BOREN. Thank you for the opportunity to address that, Sen-
ator. I have to correct you from my personal point of view, though,
which is I do not want to fish by myself when I have got nine
grandkids that like to fish.

[Laughter.]

Mr. BOREN. It is nice to have some friends, even if you have to
create them.

In terms of your project at Lake Okhissa, I think it is brilliant.
I think it is replicable. I think it is the kind of thing that we need
to try to do throughout our forests to increase access and use of the
forests. I do not know that we would have to do it just the way you
did it, but the idea is really important, to give people opportunities
to benefit from the use of the forests. I look forward to—I men-
tioned to your staff that I would love to learn more about that
project, and I mean it. I look forward to coming to your office and
mﬁeting with them and learning how we can replicate that else-
where.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. I would love for you to come to Mississippi,
and I will take you to Lake Okhissa.

[Laughter.]

Mr. BOReEN. Well, as long as I do not have to land at the—what
did you call it? The Brookdale Triangle? Because that is a scary
place from what I hear. I am happy to come.

[Laughter.]

Senator HYDE-SMITH. We will leave that right there. Thank you.

[Laughter.]

Chairman B0oozMAN. Well, thank you again for appearing before
the Committee, Mr. Boren, and to our Committee Members for
their participation in today’s important hearing, again, as always,
to our staffs who do so much work getting these things ready.

The record will remain open for two business days. Today’s hear-
ing is now adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 4:05 p.m., the Committee was adjourned.]
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Mike Boren Opening Statement
Nominee for Under Secretary of Agriculture for Natural Resources and Environment
Before the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
May 21, 2025

Thank you, Chairman Boozman, Ranking Member Klobuchar and members of the committee. Itis an
honor to appear before you today. | have enjoyed meeting some of you and your staff in your offices.

If confirmed, it will be a privilege to work with the members of this committee as you provide oversight
and guidance to the Department of Agriculture and the United States Forest Service.

I am thankful to President Donald Trump and Secretary Brooke Rollins for the trust they have placed in
me. Secretary Rollins is an inspiring leader and | hope you will give me the opportunity to work for her.

May | introduce my wife and partner of 41 years? Meeting Joan Atchley at a church dance changed my
life. Made it harder. Made it more worthwhile. Almost every achievement of my subsequent life
comes from trying to make her approve of me. Life with Joan is a great adventure. We often look at
each other at the end of a day and say, truthfully, “Best Day Ever!”

My father, Robert Boren, a retired professor and a former Forest Service employee and consultant, is
watching online. He has spent many days in the forest each year since 1937. My mother died in 2012
after 54 years of marriage. She was a true pioneer who dedicated her life to serving her neighbors.

Joan and | have three children, two of whom are here today, along with my daughter-in-law Ashlie. We
have nine grandchildren. | do everything | can to ensure they enjoy the freedom and opportunity
America has given me.

| am thankful to be supported by many friends and family members who share a love of our country and
of its natural beauty. A few of them are here today.

The US Forest Service has always been a part of my life. When | was young my father worked for the
Clayton Ranger District. There were too few employees and too much to do, but somehow Dad and the
Ranger got it all done. Other than my dad, the Ranger was the big deal in the forest back then. Laterin
life, my father was a consultant to the USFS and the Interagency Fire Center.

My older brother, Dave, and | had a small logging business when | was 14 years old. We bought trees
from the Forest Service and turned them into fence posts and poles for sale to neighboring ranchers.
Later, we were Forest Service employees, planting thousands of trees. As a volunteer firefighter | have
the opportunity to work alongside the Forest Service when wildfire threatens our small mountain
community, as it did last summer.

I have accessed the forest in about every way possible: on foot, horseback, skis, snowshoes, snow
machines, snow cats, bicycles, motorcycles, ATVs, UTVs, automobiles, rafts, motorized boats, paddle
boards, kayaks, airplanes and helicopters. This gives me a good idea of what works and what could use
some improvement in terms of public access to the forest.

The Forest Service runs through both branches of my family. My wife’s grandfather, Leonard Berg, was
a career Forest Service employee, finishing his career in Washington, DC. | admired him greatly. And
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now, toward the latter end of my career, | have had many opportunities to work with federal employees
like him relating to my stewardship of several farms and ranches.

In 1984 | dropped out of college, married Joan, and moved to Chicago to start a career in commodity
futures and options trading and brokerage. After 14 years around the trading pits, we moved back to
Idaho and started an investment management business with my brother, which led eventually to the
development of Clearwater Analytics, an investment portfolio reporting business that disrupted its
industry and became a NYSE-listed company with institutional clients all over the world. | expect each of
you gains some benefit from the efficiency and knowledge Clearwater provides to the many companies
that provide you with products and services.

I have been blessed to work with and learn from many great people. My career experience can be
helpful to many people in the US Department of Agriculture as we serve the American citizens who own
our national forests and grasslands and benefit from their resources, including timber, forage, minerals,
clean air and water, and recreation.

If confirmed | will always be grateful to you, President Trump, Secretary Rollins and the citizens of our
beautiful and unique country for the opportunity to serve as the USDA Under Secretary for Natural
Resources and Environment.
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Om NATIONAL CATTLEMEN’S BEEF ASSOCIATION
£ CENTER FOR PUBLIC POLICY
April 4, 2025
The Honorable John Boozman The Honorable Amy Klobuchar
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
United States Senate United States Senate
328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC, 20510 Washington, DC, 20510

Dear Chairman Boozman and Ranking Member Klobuchar:

We write today to express our dedicated support for Michael Boren to serve as the next Undersecretary of Agriculture
for Natural Resources and Environment. As the nation’s oldest and largest trade association representing American
cattle producers, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) advocates for policies that support and uphold
agriculture’s essential role in driving America’s economy. With more than 26,000 direct members and over 178,000
members through our 44 affiliate states. The cattle industry is the single largest sector of U.S. agriculture, leaving an
undeniable mark on our nation’s history, economic growth, cultural heritage, and environmental conservation. Cattle
producers steward one-third of the U.S. continental landmass and serve as the backbone of rural communities. Our
livelihoods — and the food security of the nation — depend on commonsense, collaborative leadership at the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. That is why we urge the Senate to confirm Mr. Boren to the position of Undersecretary of
Agriculture for Natural Resources and Environment.

A nation’s most fundamental responsibility is ensuring its own food security. The USDA’s Natural Resources and
Environment (NRE) mission area plays a crucial role in fulfilling this duty -- not only for the families who rely on a safe
and abundant food supply at home but also for consumers around the world and the producers whose dedication has
made American agriculture the most productive and sustainable in the world. The role of Undersecretary for Natural
Resources and Environment is vital to the future of U.S. agriculture, requiring a leader with deep expertise, sound
judgement, and a commitment to ensuring the industry’s long-term success. Cattle producers are directly affected by
the USDA’s efforts in overseeing agencies such as the Forest Service, which provides crucial partnership to
thousands of cattle producers in the West who work with the agency to steward more than 93 million acres of forest
and grassland ecosystems. We have long valued our partnership with the USDA and look forward to continuing this
collaborative relationship with Mr. Boren.

Mr. Boren’s extensive background in business and his commitment to public service make him uniquely qualified to
oversee the USDA’s Natural Resources and Environment programs. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated a
dedication to innovation and community involvement. He is a successful businessman who has founded six
companies, including Clearwater Analytics. He has also served as a volunteer fireman for the Sawtooth Valley Rural
Fire Department and as a board member of the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation. Mr. Boren’s ability to
navigate challenges while keeping the needs of agricultural producers at the forefront has earned him the trust and
respect of stakeholders across our industry. His deep knowledge of the issues facing cattle producers, coupled with



23

his commitment to practical, producer-faced solutions, will be invaluable as he leads the USDA’s Natural Resources
and Environment initiatives.

The Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment plays a crucial role in supporting American agriculture
while shaping the future of our rural communities. With Mr. Boren’s demonstrated experience and commitment to the
industry, we are confident that he will continue to uphold the values of American agriculture while addressing its most
pressing challenges.

NCBA appreciates the opportunity to provide our input in support of Michael Boren’s nomination, and we strongly
urge the Senate to confirm his appointment without delay.

Sincerely,

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
Alabama Cattlemen's Association
Arizona Cattle Feeders' Association
Arizona Cattle Growers’ Association
Arkansas Cattlemen's Association
California Cattlemen's Association
Colorado Cattlemen's Association
Colorado Livestock Association
Florida Cattlemen's Association
Georgia Cattlemen’s Association
Hawaii Cattlemen's Council

Idaho Cattle Association

lllinois Beef Association

Indiana Beef Cattle Association

lowa Cattlemen's Association

Kansas Livestock Association
Kentucky Cattlemen's Association
Louisiana Cattlemen's Association
Michigan Cattlemen's Association
Minnesota State Cattlemen's Association
Mississippi Cattlemen's Association
Missouri Cattlemen's Association
Montana Stockgrowers Association
Nebraska Cattlemen

Nevada Cattiemen's Association

New Mexico Cattle Growers’ Association
New York Beef Producers' Association
North Carolina Cattlemen's Association
North Dakota Stockmen's Association
Ohio Cattlemen's Association
Oklahoma Cattlemen's Association
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Oregon Cattlemen's Association
Pennsylvania Cattlemen's Association
South Carolina Cattlemen's Association
South Dakota Cattlemen's Association
Tennessee Cattlemen's Association
Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association
Texas Cattle Feeders Association

Utah Cattlemen's Association

Virginia Cattlemen's Association
Washington Cattle Feeders Association
Washington Cattlemen's Association
West Virginia Cattlemen's Association
Wyoming Stock Growers Association
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Senator Mike Crapo Remarks
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
June 3, 2025, 3:20 PM ET

e Thank you, Chairman Boozman and
Ranking Member Klobuchar, for
allowing me to briefly participate in
this hearing today.

e | am here to help welcome my friend
and fellow Idahoan, Mike Boren, as he
takes this next step in the
confirmation process.

e [tis an honor to be seated next to him
today as he prepares to enter public
service.

¢ President Trump made an excellent
choice when he nominated Mike to
serve as Undersecretary for Natural
Resources and Environment at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA).

Page 10of 7
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Mike Boren has a lifetime of
experience in and around national
forests, including working with the
U.S. Forest Service.

This experience has shaped Mike’s
commitment to forest health,
protection of the flora and fauna in
national forests, human health,
environmentally sensitive and
economically sound development and
public access.

Idaho is home to seven national
forests, which account for almost 40
percent of Idaho’s total land mass.

About 20.4 million acres of Idaho are
managed by the USFS.

Having an Idahoan as USDA
Undersecretary for Natural Resources

Page 2 of 7
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and Environment is not only great for
Idaho—it is a benefit for other rural
western states that have large
percentages of National Forest
System lands.

In 2024, Idaho experienced its worst
wildfire year in 20 years, with about
one million acres burned statewide.

One of the largest and most
disruptive, the Wapiti (wop-it-ee) Fire,
burned over 120,000 acres and had
major impacts to the community of
Stanley, Idaho, Custer County and the
Sawtooth National Forest.

As an active member of this
community, Mike has the lived
experience, understanding and
empathy for individuals, families and

Page 3of 7
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business owners impacted by
wildfires across the country.

Throughout his career in business,
Mike described his greatest skill as:
adapting to the needs of clients.

As he prepares to enter public service
at the USDA, his clients will be the
American people, and Mike will hold
himself to high standards to meet that
mission and strive to do a better job
each day.

| am sure it will be discussed today,
but Mike has had considerable
experience with the Forest Service,
which is literally his neighbor.

It is no surprise that issues and
disputes sometimes arise between

Page 4 of 7
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neighbors, particularly when your
neighbor is the federal government.

Mike is happy to answer all of your
questions and provide more factual
basis to the issues at hand than what
has been reported in the media.

Many of Mike’s activities go
unrecognized in the media, including
in August 2024, when Mike heroically
contributed to the search and rescue
effort of a missing 89-year-old hiker
from Ketchum who was stranded in a
central Idaho wilderness area.

Mike’s name did not appear in the
photo caption nor the accompanying
news article in the /daho Mountain
Express, so | thought today would be
a good time to publicly recognize

Page Sof 7
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Mike’s volunteer search and rescue
efforts.

All of this relevant experience is
reason to confirm Mike to this role.

Mike is committed to improving the
effectiveness of the U.S. Forest
Service.

He brings a lifetime of experience and
a collaborative spirit—ready to work
with the agency, not just direct it.

Mike wants to help shape the future of
one of our nation’s most important
public land stewards, ensuring it
remains strong, responsive, and
respected.

Thank you again, Chairman Boozman,
Ranking Member Klobuchar, and
Members of the Committee.

Page 6 of 7
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e And thank you again, Mike, for
answering the call to public service.

Page 70of 7
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Mr. Chairman—Today, | come before the committee to request that the Senate Agriculture Committee
advarice $.222, the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act.

I want to be on record today that [ think that milk is the most delicious, most nutritious drink known to
mankind and that mankind has never made a drink that could even begin to supplant it.

With 13 essential nutrients packed into one drink and its ability to help absorb fat-soluble vitamins such
as A, D, E, and K; milk helps to keep growing kids- and adults!- healthy and strong.

As an obstetrician, | know firsthand that whole milk is required to grow strong bones, but the science
also shows that milk consumption provides additional positive health outcomes such as lower blood
pressure, reduced risk of cardiovascular disease, and reduced risk of type two diabetes. Medical costs
are higher than ever and the obesity epidemic has only worsened - milk is a part of the Food is Medicine
solution, not a part of the problem.

Many fingers have been pointed at the dairy industry, and millions of lobbying dollars have been
invested in making lawmakers like you and me believe that milk is the enemy. Anti-dairy policies have
resulted in decreased milk consumption and an increase in negative diet-related health outcomes. In
fact, the most recent Dietary Guidelines of America cites calcium, potassium, and Vitamin D as three out
of the top four under-consumed nutrients that Americans are deficient in. Guess what? Due to its
nutritional qualities, all of those deficiencies can be resolved with an increase in milk consumption. No
other food or drink has the ability to pack that kind of nutritional punch. Period.

Over ten years ago, this very committee voted to remove whole milk from our nation’s schools, and now
we are facing the consequences. Because we are not encouraging our children to drink milk, we will
have a generation of men and women who are going to have osteopenia and osteoporosis 10 to 15
years earlier than their predecessors. Let me reiterate, preventable diseases will occur more frequently
as a consequence of a Federal nutrition policy justified by now-obsolete research. Research which
contradicts modern nutritional science and discourages healthy eating habits for children.

In addition to the litany of health benefits that milk has to offer, it also tastes great. That’s why kids
drink it. If you were to look in any given school trash can across the nation, | am almost certain that
you'd find a pile of half-full cartons of skim milk. We should give our kids the tastier and more nutritious
option—and this bill does just that.

Bringing more healthful options back to school cafeterias is a slam dunk for American families. It
promotes consumption of healthy fats that helps kids grow both physically and cognitively, it supports
America’s farmers and ranchers, and it promotes a brighter, stronger future for us all.

| can’t think of a better time to consider this bill than during June, otherwise known as Dairy Month. It’s
time to vote this bill out of the committee and get it on the President’s desk before the school year
begins in August.



33

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Business Meeting
6/3/2025
Statement for the record

Senator Fetterman

If we want to make sure our kids can learn, grow, and thrive, we must make sure they’re
receiving healthy school meals that fit their needs — that’s why I’'ve been working to increase
flexibility under the National School Lunch Program throughout my time in the Senate. I’'m
proud to support the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act, as amended, to allow whole milk back in
schools and include necessary flexibilities for non-dairy alternatives. | hope this committee will
also consider my Freedom in School Cafeterias and Lunches (FISCAL) Act in the future to further
expand our kids’ access to the beverage option that works best for them. No two kids are the
same, and we have to make sure our school lunch options serve all of America’s children
equally.
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Introduction for Michael Boren
Senate Agriculture Committee
June 3, 2025
Prepared for Senator Risch

I would like to thank the Chairman and Ranking Member for
holding this hearing today. I am here to introduce a fellow
Idahoan and President Trump’s nominee for Undersecretary of
Agriculture for Natural Resources and Environment - Mike
Boren. My colleague Senator Crapo would have liked to be here
with us but was pulled into reconciliation discussions with
Senate leadership and Secretary Bessent today. I ask that his
prepared remarks be entered into the committee record.

Idahoans are uniquely well-versed with issues facing our
national forests. Nearly 39% of Idaho’s lands are managed by
the Forest Service — the highest percentage of national forest
lands in any state. Federal forests were once an economic boon
to Idaho, with timber production supporting rural communities
throughout the Gem State.

Unfortunately, we have traded productive, healthy forests for
public lands in crisis. Hazardous fuels continue to build up,
wildfires grow larger, and the federal response to fire is mired in
piles of regulatory red tape. For too long, federal
mismanagement of our public lands has led to catastrophic
wildfire, and Idaho is truly on the front lines of this crisis. Mr.
Boren has firsthand experience with the devastation rural



35

communities face when federal land management agencies fail
to mitigate and fight wildfires.

It is well past time for the leaders of our natural resource
agencies to understand how to properly manage our public lands
and acknowledge the dangers posed by years of
mismanagement. [ have full faith that Mr. Boren is the leader we
need for quicker responses, effective mitigation, and healthier
public lands. I look forward to working with him and having an
Idahoan at the helm of our natural resource management.
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U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, & FORESTRY
Questions for Executive Nominees
119™ Congress: Part I

1. Basic Biographical Information

Please provide the following information.

Position to Which You Have Been Nominated
Name of Position Date of Nomination
United States Department of Agriculture 22 January 2025
Under Secretary for Natural Resources and
Environment
Current Legal Name
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix
Michael Kenneth Boren
Addresses
Residential Address Office Address
(do not include street address) (include street address)

Street: 1050 N Briar Lane

City: Stanley Zip: 83278 | City: Boise ‘State:ﬂ) ‘Zip: 83712

Other Names Used

- Name Used Name Used To

. . 47 From (Year) (Month/Year)

First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix 2t (_Check box if (Check box if
2 estimate) estimate)
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Est

Est

O m]
Est Est
m} m]
Birth Year and Place
Year of Birth Place of Birth
(Do not include month and day.)
1962 Provo, Utah
Marital Status
Check All That Describe Your Current Situation:
Never Married Married Separated Annulled Divorced Widowed
O X O O O O
Spouse’s Name
(current spouse only)
h
Spouse’s First Name Spouse’s Middle Name Spouse’s Last Name %
Joan Atchley Boren
Spouse’s Other Names Used
(current spouse only)
g Name Used Name Used To
. . . [ 47| From (Year) (Month/Year)
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix E E (Check box if (Check box if
= estimate) estimate)
Joan Maurine Atchley Est Est
1962 O | May, 1984 O
Est Est
O O
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Children’s Names (if over 18)
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix
Amanda Maurine Boren
Katherine Lynn Boren
Jack Reed Boren
2. Education
List all post-secondary schools attended.
Type of School Date Began Daicinded

Name of (vocational/technical/trade school, School L,S/Chm)l heck Date

m college/university/military college, (month/year) (m{))n . fy eatri) (Ct ¢ Degree Awarded

261001 correspondence/distance/extension/online (check box if DX{ o8 ma”e ) Aawarced

school) estimate) (ilnesls ez (basg
if still in school)

- versity Est Est Present 9
Elolfz‘;m University 09/1980 O | 111987 X O B.A. 1987
University

Est Est Present
u] o O
Est Est Present
u] o o
Est Est Present
m] O O
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(A) In reverse chronological order, list all of your employment activities, including
unemployment and self-employment. If the employment activity was military duty, list
separate employment activity periods to show each change of military duty station. Do not
list employment before your 18th birthday unless to provide a minimum of two years of

employment history.

Tvype of Employment

(Active Military Duty Station, Date
National Guard/Reserve, Employment
USPHS Commissioned Corps, . Date Ended
Other Federal employment, Name of Your Most Recent M Employment (month/yealf)
State Government (Non- Emplover/ = . | (City and Began (check box if
Federal Employment), Self- Assngl’lefl Duty Title/Rank State (month/year) estimate)
employment, Unemployment, Station - only) (check box if (check
Federal Contractor, Non- estimate) “present” box
Government Employment if still
(excluding self-employment), employed)
Other
Self-employment Obsidian Investments | Principal Stanley, Est Est_Present
Idaho 06/1995 0320250 O
Privately held financial Clearwater Analytics | Board Member | Boise, Est Est_Present
. 12/2004 [m] 12/2020 O [m]
services and software Idaho
Privately held financial Clearwater Analytics | Chief Boise, Est Est_Present
o . 12/2004 O (w2080 O
services and software Operating Idaho
Officer
Institutional Fixed Income | Clearwater Advisors | Chief Boise, 012001 “7 umﬂ‘?‘g""”ﬂ“‘
Investment Management Operating Idaho N -
Officer
Financial Software Xpit.com President Boise, Est Est Present
Idaho 0312000 ® | 032000 ® O
Hedge Fund management | Sherpa Fund Manager Boise, Est Est_Present
Idaho 06/1999 R [o062002 ® O
Hedge Fund management Osprey Fund Manager Boise, Est Est_Present
Idaho 03/1996 22000 ® O
Investment Management — | Sawtooth Investment | Chief Boise, 0671905 E; 1‘»/100?%1 P'“E‘"‘
fixed income arbitrage and | Management Administrative | Idaho -
hedge fund management Officer
Derivatives trading and Summit Management | Principal Chicago, Est Est_Present
. A 07/1986 08/1998 ® [m]
brokerage Illinois
Derivatives research and Geldermann Group Director of Chicago, Est Est Present
L 06/1984 O |omess® O
brokerage Research Illinois
Research/software Brigham Young Research Provo, o984 EI; 05/[99’3"@"'“3‘
development University Assistant Utah
School Brigham Young Student Provo, Est Fst_Present
R 08/1980 O [oesnesa® O
University Utah
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(B) List any advisory, consultative, honorary or other part-time service or positions with
federal, state, or local governments, not listed elsewhere.

Date Service Date Service Ended
Name of Government Name of Position Began (month/year) (check box
Entity (month/year) if estimate) (check
=ty (check box if “present” box if still
estimate) serving)
Sawtooth Valley Rural | Member \omozs Et Fljst gesem
Fire Department .
Idaho Governor’s Member . E% E; Present
Testing Task Force 0412020 0812020
State of Idaho Board member 06016 gt o0 gt gescnt
Department of Parks &
Recreation

(C) List all positions held as an officer, director, trustee, partner, proprietor, agent,
representative, or consultant of any corporation, company, firm, partnership, or other for
profit or nonprofit organization that is not otherwise listed in response to question 3(A).

Date Service Date Service Ended
Name of Position Began (mqnth/year) (check box
- (month/year) if estimate) (check
(check box if “present” box if still
estimate) serving)
Josephine Creek Secretary/Treasurer Est Est Present
2015 25
Ranch. Inc 0612015 R | 012025 o o
, Inc.
Sawtooth Conservation | Board member Est Est  Present
. 08/2022 X 0172025 [m] o
and Recreation
Alliance
Flying Resort Ranches, | President Est Est  Present
In;: i 04/2000 X 04/2008 m]
Flying Resort Ranches, | Director Est Est  Present
In;: - 08/1995 X 01/2025 [m] m]
Boise High School Assistant Coach Est Est  Present
01/2009 X 05/2012 a m]
Lacrosse Team.
Obsidian Investments, | Manager Est Est  Present
LLC 06/1995 X 01/2021 a a
Obsidian Ventures LLC | Manager Est Est  Present
07/2015 [m] 06/2020 a [m]
Clearwater Analytics, Board Member Est Est  Present
LLC 12/2004 X 12/2020 = [m]
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Clearwater Advisors,

Unpaid Advisor

Est

Est

Present

LLC 01/2015 = O =

Obsidian Aircraft LLC | Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est Bst Prosent
since 01/01/2021 012017 O | 012021 ul

Squirrel Chopper LLC | Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est | Est Present
since 01/01/2021 092019 O | 012021 [m}

Hell Roaring Ranch, Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est i Est_ Present

LLC since 01/01/2021 0972019 = | 01201 o

Bonus Cove Ranch Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est i st Present

LLC since 01/01/2021 0912019 O | 0122021 o

Parma Farm, LLC Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est Est Present
since 01/01/2021 1211987 X | 0112021 ul

Gullwing Research, Manager — managed by Amanda Boren o Est o Tst Present

LLC since 01/01/2021 0212003 X | 012021 o 0

Ice Cold Investments, Manager — managed by Amanda Boren o Est " Est  Present

LLC since 01/01/2021 1272020 O | 012021 ul

Business Way Formed LLC but never held official 1 Bst ; ol Present

Investments LLC position (managed by Amanda Boren) 0712022 O | 08no22 =

Ancestor Investments Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est Est Present

LLC since 01/01/2021 0972020 O | o102t o o

Scenery and Schiller | Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est Est Prosent

LLC since 01/01/2021 0972019 O | o120z o

180 East Main LLC Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Es& | Tst Present
since 01/01/2021 0412018 0112021 [u]

1504 Wildwood LLC | Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est st Prosent
since 01/01/2021 0912019 O | 012021 o

Pika Storage LLC Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est Fst Present
since 01/01/2021 1172021 O | 1212021 =

Kichatna Fish Camp Manager — managed by Amanda Boren . Esé - st Prosent

LLC since 01/01/2021 0972019 0172021 u}

TK Avenue LLC Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Est Est Present

i 092019 m] 01/01/2021 [m]

since 01/01/2021

AB Phase 5, Inc. Director - title only; have never acted Est Est Present

09/2020 [m] 05/2025 [m} [m}

except to approve sale of property (as an
investor)




42

Inc.

Freude LLC Governor — no involvement in business Est Est  Present
L . . 12/10/2021 m] 12/2021 x m]
except initial equity investment and
occasional advice
SB Finance LLC Formed LLC but never held official Est Est  Present
.. 12/16/2022 X 12/2022 [m]
position (managed by Amanda Boren)
Obsidian Investments Manager — managed by Amanda Boren oazont Eié o021 EE Present
Holdings LLC since 01/01/2021 -
Sockeye Securities, Inc. | Listed as President in 2017 — never Est Est  Present
. . 0422011 = | 012021 o
served in any role as this company never
operated
Sockeye Trading, LLC | Managing Member — changed to S Corp Est Est  Present
i 01/1999 X | 1272009 o
Sockeye Trading Director — not an operating entity, 000 g‘ EDS‘ Present
Company, Inc. awaiting wind-up and dissolution -
Galena Mines LLC Manager — managed by Amanda Boren Bst Bt Present
. M . 122020 ] 01/2021 a [m]
since 01/01/2021; sold to East Sun Five
LLC on 03/15/2024
Railroad Ridge Owned and managed by Galena Mines 12022 g‘ o102 ED“ Present
Preservation LLC LLC and Western Sky Five LLC — I did - -
not have a position with this entity
Mountain Wings, LLC | Managing Member Est Est Present
05/1999 [m] 05/2006 x
Falcon Jet LLC Manager — entity inactive since 2021 Est Est Present
12/2020 ] 01/2021 o [m]
Gretchen LLC Manager Est Est Prosent
092019 m] 05/2020 [m]
Obsidian Press LLC Manager — Obsidian Press changed name 072083 EE - EE Present
Cinnamon Teal Press to Cinnamon Teal Press and then Briar
LLC Lane Press on 07/11/2014, at which time
Briar Lane Press LLC 1 resigned as manager
MIJB Revocable Trust Co-Trustee — not a business — an estate oano1s EE EE Present
planning entity -
Sockeye Trading Director Bst Bst Present
122009 [m] a
Company, Inc.
Obsidian Foundation, Board Member Est Est  Present
02/1998 X 02/2025 a m]

(D) Please submit a copy of your resume with this questionnaire.
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3. Honors and Awards

List all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, civilian service citations, military
medals, academic or professional honors, honorary society memberships and any other
special recognition for outstanding service or achievement.

4. Memberships

List all memberships that you have held in professional, social, business, fraternal, scholarly,
civic, or charitable organizations in the last 10 years.

Unless relevant to your nomination, you do NOT need to include memberships in charitable
organizations available to the public as a result of a tax deductible donation of $1,000 or less,
parent-teacher associations or other organizations connected to schools attended by your
children, athletic clubs or teams, automobile support organizations (such as AAA), discounts
clubs (such as Groupon or Sam’s Club), or affinity memberships/consumer clubs (such as
frequent flyer memberships).

Name of Organization Datc o Merpbershl Position(s) Held
(You may approximate.)

Aircraft Owners and Pilots 1993-present Member

Association

Idaho Aviation Association 2024-present Member

Safari Club International 2011-present Member

National Rifle Association Life member Member

Sawtooth Conservation & 2022-01/2025 Board member
Recreation Alliance 2022 - present member

Experimental Aircraft Association | 2013-present Member

(A) Have you ever been a candidate for or been elected or appointed to a political office?
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[0 Yes X No (If yes, please complete the chart below)

Year(s) Election

Name of Office Elected/Appointed/ Held or Term of Service
- Candidate Only Appointment (if applicable)
Made

(B) List any offices held in or services rendered, including volunteer services, to a political
party or election committee during the last 10 years that you have not listed elsewhere.

Name of Party/Election
Committee

Office/Services Rendered

Responsibilities

Dates of
Service
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(C) Itemize all individual political contributions of $200 or more that you have made in the
past five years to any individual, campaign organization, political party, political action
committee, or similar entity. Please list each individual contribution and not the total
amount contributed to the person or entity during the year.

Name of Recipient Amount Year of Contribution
Trump Victory 40,000 2020
Trump Victory 101,000 2020
Joel Peterson 990 2020
Burgess Owens 3,000 2021
Idaho Republican Party 10,000 2021
Russ Fulcher 500 2021
Mehmet Oz 2,900 2022
James Risch 2,100 2022
Take Back the House 2022 1,250 2022
Brad Little 5,000 2022
Scott Bedke 5,000 2022
Raul Labrador 5.000 2022
Russ Fulcher 2,400 2022
Kevin McCarthy 1,250 2022
Burgess Owens 2,100 2022
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Public Lands Access PAC 5.000 2022
M. Zuhdi Jasser 3,300 2023
Friends of Dr. Jasser 1,700 2023
Camille Blaylock 500 2024
Tim Sheehy for Montana 3,300 2024
Joel Peterson 900 2024
Will Naillon 2,000 2024
Sam Brown for Nevada 3,300 2024
Duty First PAC 1,700 2024
Right for America 50,000 2024
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5. Publications and Speeches

(A) List the titles, publishers and dates of books, articles, reports or other published
materials that you have written, including articles published on the Internet. Include a link
to each publication when possible. If a link is not available, provide a digital copy of the
publication via email if available. Please list all required publications even if no copy of the
publication is available to provide.

Title Publisher Date(s) of Publication
“Custer County should uphold Post Register (Idaho Falls, ID) 8/22/2021

conditional use permit for aviation”
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(B) List any formal speeches or presentations you have delivered during the last 10 years
relevant to the position to which you have been nominated, and all speeches/presentations
you have delivered related to any topic for the last five years. Include any testimony to
Congress or any other legislative or administrative body. Include a link to each speech when
possible. If a link is not available, provide a digital copy of the publication via email if
available. Please list all known required speeches even if no copy is available to provide.

Title/Topic Place/Audience Date(s) of Speech

I have never given a formal speech
or presentation relevant to this
position, or testified to Congress or
any other legislative or
administrative body.

I often speak extemporaneously to
students or entrepreneurs about my
experience and observations as an
independent business owner for 35
years. There are no links or digital
copies of any of these discussions
as far as T know.

As a member of a Christian church
that has no paid clergy, I take my
turn to teach a lesson to the young
men or deliver a sermon from time
to time. For example, I taught a
lesson in December, 2024 to boys
age 14-18, and spoke in a general
meeting on February 9, 2025.
Nothing political, ever, in these
meetings.

13



49

6. Lobbying
In the past 10 years, have you registered as a lobbyist? If so, please indicate the state, federal,

or local bodies with which you have registered (e.g., House, Senate, California Secretary of
State). No

7. Digital Platforms

Please list all digital platforms (including social media and other digital content sites) on
which you currently operate, or have formerly operated, an account, regardless of whether
the account was held in your name or an alias. Include the full “alias” or “handle”,
including a link to each account if possible. Indicate whether the account is active, deleted,
or dormant.

LinkedIn — Mike Boren somewhere between active and dormant. I never post but
occasionally receive and send messages or look at someone’s post.

X - @mBoren8665 — never posted, sometimes look at other posts

Facebook — facebook.com/mike.boren.5688 I don’t post but I follow a few friends, family
members and relevant groups.

Instagram — steerhide2x - same as Facebook but less visited

14
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UNITED STATES OFFICE OF
GOVERNMENT ETHICS
*

April 1, 2025

The Honorable John Boozman

Chairman

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In accordance with the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, I enclose a copy of the
financial disclosure report filed by Michael Boren, who has been nominated by President Trump
for the position of Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment, Department of
Agriculture.

We have reviewed the report and have obtained advice from the agency concerning any
possible conflict in light of its functions and the nominee’s proposed duties. Also enclosed is an
ethics agreement outlining the actions that the nominee will undertake to avoid conflicts of
interest. Unless a date for compliance is indicated in the ethics agreement, the nominee must
fully comply within three months of confirmation with any action specified in the ethics
agreement.

Based thereon, we believe that this nominee is in compliance with applicable laws and
regulations governing conflicts of interest.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by SETH JAFFE

SETH JAFFE i));:'f)ovmzj 04.0117:16:19

Seth Jaffe
Chief, Ethics Law and Policy Branch

Enclosures

*x *x Kk Xk

250 E STREET SW+SUITE 750 -WASHINGTON DC-20024
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April 1, 2025

Mr. Stuart Bender

Designated Agency Ethics Official
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, DC 20250-0122

Dcar Mr. Bender:

The purposc of this letter is to describe the steps that T will take to avoid any
actual or apparent conflict of interest in the event that I am confirmed for the position of
Under Sceretary for Natural Resources and Environment, U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

SECTION | — GENERAL COMMITMENTS

As required by the criminal conflicts of intcrest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), T will
not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in which I know that [
have a financial interest dircctly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which 1
know that a person whose interests are imputed to me has a financial interest directly and
predictably affected by the particular matter, unless T first obtain a written waiver,
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursnant to
18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). T understand that the interests of the following persons arc
imputed to me:

e Any spouse or minor child of mine;

e Any general partner of a partnership in which [ am a limited or general
partncr;

e Any organization in which T serve as an officer, director, trustee, general
partner, or employee, even if uncompensated; and

e Any person or organization with which [ am negotiating or have an
arrangement concerning prospective employment.

In the cvent that an actual or potential conflict of intcrest arises during my
appointment, I will consult with an agency ethics official and take the measures necessary
to resolve the conflict, such as recusal from the particular matter or divestiture of an
asset.

If T have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment
professional during my appointment, [ will ensure that the account manager or
investment professional obtains my prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the
purchase of any assets other than cash, cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for
the regulatory exemption for diversified mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5
CFR. §2640.201(a), obligations of the United States, or municipal bonds.
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I will receive a live ethics briefing from a member of the ethics office after my
confirmation but not later than 15 days after my appointment pursuant to the ethics
program regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2638.305. Within 90 days of my confirmation, I will
submit my Certification of Ethics Agreement Compliance which documents my
compliance with this ethics agreement.

I will not modify this ethics agreement without your approval and the approval of
the U.S. Office of Government Ethics (OGE) pursuant to the ethics agreement
requirements contained in the financial disclosure regulation at 5 C.F.R.

§ 2634.803(a)(4).

SECTION 2 — RESIGNATIONS
Upon confirmation, I will resign from the following positions:

e Director of Obsidian Foundation. Inc.
e Board Member of Sawtooth Conservation and Recreation Alliance

I also recently resigned from my position with Obsidian Investments Holdings, LLC.
Pursuant to the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502, for a period of one year
after my resignation from cach of these cntitics, I will not participate personally and
substantially in any particular matter involving specific parties in which I know that
cntity is a party or represents a party, unless I am first authorized to participate, pursuant
to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d).

Upon confirmation, I also will resign from the following positions:

e Secretary.and Treasurer of Josephine Creek Ranch, Inc.
e  Principal of Sockeye Trading Company, Inc
e  Principal of Sawtooth Investment Management, LLC

Tn addition, T recently resigned from my positions with the following entities:

Obsidian Investments., LLC
Flying Resorts Ranches
Obsidian Aircraft LLC
Squirrel Chopper LLC
Hell Roaring Ranch LL.C
Bonus Cove Ranch LLC
Parma Farm LLC
Gullwing Research LLC
Business Way Investments LLC
Ancestor Investments LLC
Scenery & Schiller LLC
180 East Main LLC

1504 Wildwood LLC
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Pika Storage LLC
Kichatna Fish Camp LLC
TK Avenue LLC

SB Finance LLC

Because I will continue to have an ownership interest in these entities, T will not
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter that to my knowledge has
a direct and predictable effect on the tinancial interests of any of these entities, unless |
first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1). or qualify for a rcgulatory
exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2).

SECTION 3 —FAMILY REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST

I will retain my position as a trustee of MJB Revocable Trust. I will not receive
any fees for the services that I provide as a trustee during my appointment to the position
of Under Secretary. I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular
matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable eftect on the financial interests
of MJB Revocablc Trust, unlcss I first obtain a writtcn waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §
208(b)(1), or qualify for a rcgulatory cxcmption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2).

SECTION 4 — PRIVATE EQUITY HOLDINGS

You have advised me that I'do not nced to divest my interest in the following
funds at this time:

PSL Ventures Fund II (Pioneer Square Ventures II)
Sorenson Ventures [T

Riot Ventures T

Dimension Capital II

Summit Partners Subordinated Debt Fund VI, LP
Epic Ventures VII

Peterson Venture Partners IV LP

Dash Fund 11

Grix 11

e o © o o @ o o o

At this time, these funds have stated investment strategies, and disclosed underlying
holdings, that do not pose any conflict. However, you have explained that there is a
heightened risk of a conflict of interest because these tunds are acquiring new holdings. I
understand that T am personally responsible for avoiding conflicts of interest with respect
to these funds and their holdings, and I will monitor all investment information made
available to me regarding these funds. T also agree to provide relevant periodic
investment information for these funds to the USDA Office of Ethics. The Office of
Ethics will review this investment information to ensure that no conflicts have arisen due
to the investments of the funds, for example, departing from the funds’ stated investment
strategy. If in the future the known holdings of any of these funds are determined to pose
a conflict with the performance of my official duties, then T agree that T will divest my

3
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interest in such fund(s), including any capital commitment. In that event, I will do so
within 90 days of being directed to do so. I have confirmed with my financial managers
that this time frame is possible. With regard to each of these funds, I will not participate
personally and substantially in any particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct
and predictable effect on the financial interest of the fund or its underlying holdings,
uniess [ first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or qualify for a
regulatory exemption pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2).

I also will retain my investment in Cynosure Partners III, L.P., a private equity
fund that typically invests in companics providing Financial Scrvices, Business and
Industrial Services, and Consumer Services but does not have a stated investment
stratcgy. As of today's date, Cynosure Partners TTT, L.P. TTT has no dircct investments in
holdings that pose a conflict for the duties of the position. If this fund chooses to invest in
a company in onc of thosc arcas, the fund managers have agreed to notify me of that
choice prior to making such an investment and allow me to transfer my interest in the
fund, including my capital commitment, to another qualified investor before the fund
acquires such a company. In that event, I will do so within 90 days of being directed to
do so. I have confirmed with my financial managers that this time frame is possible. |
will not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter that to my
knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial interest of Cynosure III or
its underlying holdings, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §
208(b)(1), or qualify for a regulatory exemption pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2).

SECTION 5 — PUBLIC POSTING
I have been advised that this ethics agreement and the Certitication of Ethics
Agreement Compliance will be posted publicly, consistent with the public information

law at 5 U.S.C. § 552, on the website of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics with ethics
agreements of other presidential nominees who file public financial disclosure reports.

Sincerel

Michael Boren
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May 30, 2025

The Honorable John Boozman, Chairman Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar, Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Boozman and Ranking Member Klobuchar:

The Ethics in Government Act of 1978 (the Act), as amended, provides that Presidential
nominees for a position requiring the advice and consent of the Senate shall provide any
necessary updates to their public financial disclosure report with respect to any outside earned
income and honoraria received through the period ending no more than five days prior to the
commencement of the Senate hearing of their nomination. See 5 U.S.C. § 13103(b)(1) and 5
C.F.R. § 2634.606(a).

Please be advised that I have informed the appropriate ethics officials that the information
required by section 102(a)(I)(A) of the Act with respect to income and honoraria contained in
OGE Form 278e (Executive Branch Public Financial Disclosure Report) executed by me on
February 6, 2025, is current as of May 30, 2025. This date is within five days prior to the date of
the hearing scheduled to consider my nomination.

Sincerely,

Michael Boren

cc: Stuart Bender, Designated Agency Ethics Official and Director, USDA Office of Ethics
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U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Nomination Hearing
June 3, 2025
Questions for the Record
Mr. Michael Boren

Senator Amy Klobuchar

1. Responsiveness to Congress
If you are confirmed, do you agree to:

a. Promptly reply to any request for information from members of this Committee or
any duly constituted committee of Congress and provide the requested
information?

As appropriate, yes.

b. Promptly respond to requests for data and technical assistance in informing or
drafting legislation or implementation of the law?

As appropriate, yes.

c. Notify the Chair and Ranking Member of this Committee in advance of any major
changes made by you or within the Department of Agriculture during your
tenure?

As appropriate, yes.
2. Oversight

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) and the Inspectors General play a critical
role in providing oversight of the executive branch, regardless of administration. Will you
commit to responding promptly and thoroughly to GAO and the Inspector General on all
oversight requests?

I commit to prompt and thorough responses to the maximum extent possible.
3. Wildfire Prevention

There were recently three large, active wildfires in Northern Minnesota that burned
across the Superior National Forest and state and private lands. These fires highlight the
importance of the Forest Service’s fire operations and the need for management activities
that reduce wildfire risk. Do you believe increasing the use of prescribed fire and
focusing on the removal of high-risk but lower-value, small diameter trees should be at
the center of a strategy for addressing wildfires?
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Increasing the use of prescribed fire and focusing on the removal of high-risk but lower-
value, small diameter trees are among many tools that should be considered in the
strategy for addressing wildfires.

Forest Service Land

If confirmed, you will be responsible for overseeing the management of 193 million acres
of Forest Service land. These are lands owned by the American people that are available
for recreation, commercial opportunities, and drinking water among other uses. If
confirmed, please describe how you will respect the public nature of National Forest
System lands?

If confirmed, I commit to working with the Forest Service and Congress to manage these
lands to achieve the maximum benefit practicable in all of these areas. This will include
working with States, Tribes, local communities and other agencies as appropriate.

Disputes

In recent years, as we discussed during your nomination hearing, you have had some
disagreements, including interactions that involved Forest Service contractors, issues
with easements and permits involving the Forest Service, and a defamation lawsuit.
Please detail the circumstances of these issues, explain why you handled them the way
you did, and provide the status of each.

Forest Service contractors:

The county sheriff declined to investigate, but the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) investigated the incident. My helicopter’s instrumentation (“black box”) recorded
data showing flight path, altitude, location and airspeed, along with video. This data
made it clear that I was operating within legal limits and that the contractor’s statements
were knowingly false. The judge denied the request for a restraining order, the USDA
withdrew its complaint, the FAA declined to charge me with violation of any Federal
Aviation Regulations or any law, and I remain to this day a commercial fixed wing and
helicopter pilot with a spotless record of more than three decades and 5,000 hours of
flight time.

Issues with easements involving the Forest Service:
I am not aware of any current issues I have with easements involving the Forest Service.

Issues with permits involving the Forest Service:

Cabin: 1received from the Area Ranger, via mail, a Cease-and-Desist letter in November
of 2024 regarding a cabin that was being built on a parcel of land owned by Galena
Mines LLC. I had formerly been an owner of that entity but sold my ownership on March
15 of 2024.

Water diversion: All of my diversions and water use are accomplished using valid and
decreed water rights. I follow the advice of reliable counsel on all water rights actions. As
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of this date I have not ever received a notice of violation or cease-and-desist notice from
the Forest Service on this or any related topic.

Defamation lawsuit: 1 am the plaintiff in a lawsuit against three individuals who defamed
me and refused to retract their knowingly false statements, resulting in significant and
continuing damages. This lawsuit does not involve the US Forest Service or USDA. It is
a private matter.

Senator Tommy Tuberville

1. The timber and wood products industry is a key economic driver in Alabama and
accounts for over $13 billion in annual sales. We’ve seen more than 30 pulp and paper
mills close in this country over the last ten years — one closed in Georgia last month. We
don’t have markets, particularly for residuals, which leads to lost revenue.

a. What steps will you take to expand residual markets and help keep our sawmills
in business?

President Trump and Secretary Rollins have expressed strong interest in
supporting rural communities. Many of our nation’s sawmills are in rural
communities. If confirmed, I commit to working with you, the Forest Service, the
timber industry, and rural communities.

b. If we expand federal timber harvesting in the U.S., do we have the markets to
absorb increased harvests? How can we expand these markets?

If confirmed I commit to working with you to develop more durable markets for
federal timber. Timber harvesting is a key component of forest management and
of serving the American people. I will work toward expansion of those markets in
conjunction with other agencies in the U.S. Department of Agriculture, other
federal, state and tribal agencies, private industry, and local communities as
appropriate.

2. Foresters in Alabama and across the country are concerned about the impact of the
European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR). Basically, this is the EU’s efforts to
dictate impossible traceability requirements for all timber products to enter EU markets.
Yet, U.S. forests have no evidence of deforestation and are the healthiest in the world.
Our foresters are already struggling with market access, and EUDR is crushing them
further. Mr. Boren, can you discuss your goals to address EUDR and promise to
collaborate with the U.S. Trade Representative to address this issue?

I am not aware of all of the details regarding the European Union deforestation regulation.
If confirmed, subject to the direction of the Secretary, I commit to working with the US
Trade Representative and other agencies as appropriate, to address this issue and work to
ensure that US forest product producers are given fair access to international markets.

3. We have four national forests in Alabama, one of them being the Talladega National
Forest. I have a bill to allow the expansion of Talladega National Forest’s proclamation
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boundary by fifty thousand acres, which would fully incorporate Alabama’s premiere
hiking trail, the Pinhoti Trail. The goal here is to promote tourism, outdoor recreation,
and conservation. Mr. Boren, will you commit to working with me to get the
proclamation boundary expanded.

1 support increasing tourism, outdoor recreation, and conservation. If confirmed, I will
commit to working with you in any way I can to make it easier for people to access our
nation's forests.

Senator Michael Bennet

What is your overarching vision for the Natural Resources and Environment Mission
Area?

I believe in the mission of the Forest Service, “sustaining the health, diversity, and
productivity of the Nation's forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future
generations.” I also support the Forest Service motto, “Caring for the Land and Serving
People.” My vision is to use the resources given to the Forest Service by the executive
and legislative branches of the federal government to achieve these goals. If confirmed, I
commit to learning more about the Forest Service’s operations and how the agency
implements its vision and fulfills the duties of its mission area.

Do you support the President’s proposal to move all wildfire suppression responsibilities
from the Forest Service to a new agency under the Department of the Interior?

I am not aware of the details of the president’s proposal regarding a new agency for
wildfire suppression, but if confirmed, I commit to learning those details and offering my
advice, help, and leadership (as applicable) in implementing policies that will improve
wildland fire mitigation and suppression.

a. Ifyes, what would remain of the Forest Service’s core mission and workforce?

I am not aware of the details of the president’s proposal regarding a new agency
for wildfire suppression. If confirmed, I commit to working with the workforce
and resources to fulfill the core mission of the forest service.

b. Ifno, how will you improve interagency coordination without stripping key
functions from the Forest Service?

N/A

How would you bring direction and accountability to address the Forest Service’s
simultaneous challenges—worsening wildfire risk, declining staffing, and
underinvestment in restoration?

When employees can look to a clear, simple, reasonable strategic plan, are given the tools
necessary to accomplish it, and are accountable for its success, they succeed. If confirmed
I will focus on these key principles of management.
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What is your plan to ensure the Forest Service and its community partners are prepared to
respond to this year’s fire season, especially given these staffing shortages?

If confirmed, I will learn what has already been done, what resources are available, and
the status of the current plan. I will adjust as necessary, with emphasis on involving
community partners.

How do you propose ensuring that states and local governments, who are being asked to
provide more resources for fire response, have the funds to be able to do this?

If confirmed I will commit to learning what is currently being asked and will work with
states and local governments as appropriate to provide a coordinated effort as efficiently
as possible.

How will you ensure that the Forest Service maintains a balance between conservation
efforts and resource development, particularly in the face of pressures to increase logging
and other extractive activities?

If confirmed I will follow the law.

Given your history of conflict with the agency you’re now seeking to lead, how can
communities in the West trust you to prioritize the public interest and the rule of law over
private interests?

If confirmed, I commit that my actions will be worthy of the trust of communities
throughout the country, and the respect of Western communities.

Colorado communities have a long track record of partnering with the Forest Service to
reduce wildfire risk. My office has worked for decades with ranchers, recreation groups,
water users, timber companies, mining interests, oil and gas companies, and conservation
groups to find common-ground solutions for the future management of our public

lands. 1have long been clear that we should ensure that decisions about our forests are
made on the ground in Colorado, not in the bureaucracy in Washington, DC.

a. How will you collaborate with state and local governments to advance shared land
management goals and respond to regional environmental challenges?

Many state and local governments do an excellent job of managing lands. If
confirmed, I will work closely with those groups and other land managers as
appropriate to learn from their best practices and to work with them to develop
solutions to mutual challenges.

b. Will you commit to running a robust consultative process with outside partners to
help shape agency reforms and ensure its vital work continues?

If confirmed I commit to consultation with outside partners where applicable and
as appropriate.
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We’ve heard reports of simple fire equipment purchases being delayed due to GSA or
DOGE review. What steps will you take to ensure frontline firefighters and field staff can
get the tools they need, when they need them?

I am not aware of the details of the purchases you mention, but if confirmed, I commit to
learning those details and working with those groups and other agencies as appropriate to
ensure tools are available as needed.

The President’s budget proposes eliminating both the State, Private, and Tribal Forestry
branch and the Research and Development branch—programs that support private land
conservation, wildfire prevention, and product innovation. Why would you support
cutting programs that deliver high-value outcomes like the Forest Stewardship Program,
Forest Landowner Support initiative, and predictive wildfire modeling?

I am not aware of the details of these programs, or the plans associated with these
proposals. If confirmed, I commit to learning more about the issue and to following the
law.

Senator Cory Booker

You and family members, friends, and associates have had and will have dealings with
the Forest Service. You (or entities in which you have had an ownership stake) still have
outstanding issues with the Forest Service, including unresolved issues around water
diversions and permitting and citations for unauthorized building on National Forest land.
In addition, you were the subject of a motion for a temporary restraining order to prevent
you from continuing to use your helicopter to harass Forest Service workers who were
building a trail that your brother was fighting to stop.

a. What are you going to do to ensure that you are walled off from any Forest
Service issues relating to not only your own properties but also the properties of
your family, friends, and associates?

If confirmed, I commit to keep USDA ethics attorneys fully aware of all potential
conflicts of interest and to follow their advice.

b. The Forest Service workers felt so threatened by your actions that they took a
video and filed a police report. What was your purpose in flying the helicopter
over the workers that day?

The county sheriff declined to investigate, but the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) investigated the incident. My helicopter’s instrumentation
(“black box”) recorded data showing flight path, altitude, location and airspeed,
along with video. This data made it clear that I was operating within legal limits
and that the contractor’s statements were knowingly false. The judge denied the
request for a restraining order, the USDA withdrew its complaint, the FAA
declined to charge me with violation of any Federal Aviation Regulations or any
law, and I remain to this day a commercial fixed wing and helicopter pilot with a
spotless record of more than three decades and 5,000 hours of flight time.
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c. Will you commit to refraining from seeking retribution against any Forest Service
personnel who were at all involved in any of these matters?

Yes.

Describe your understanding of Tribal sovereignty and the federal Trust
responsibility. How will you honor that responsibility if you are confirmed?

Tribal sovereignty is the right of federally recognized tribes to administer their own
government within the borders of their territories. The Bureau of Indian Affairs describes
the Federal Trust responsibility as follows: “The federal Indian trust responsibility is a
legal obligation under which the United States “has charged itself with moral obligations
of the highest responsibility and trust” toward Indian tribes (Seminole Nation v. United
States, 1942).” https://www bia.gov/faqs/what-federal-indian-trust-responsibility

If confirmed, I will follow the law.

The President's budget proposes to zero out the State, Tribal, and Private Forestry
organization of the Forest Service. If you are confirmed, how will you meet the needs of
states, Tribes, and private forestland owners without this capacity?

T am not aware of the details of these programs, or the plans associated with these
proposals. If confirmed, I commit to learning those details and helping the Forest Service
use its allocated resources to accomplish its mission.

Do you commit to taking no action that may result in the divestment, sale, or
privatization of federal public lands?

If confirmed, I look forward to working with the President, the Secretary of Agriculture,
and the United States Forest Service to achieve the stated mission of the Forest Service.

The Forest Service recently lost 25% of its workforce due to actions taken by the
administration. Reduction in force plans will further reduce agency headcount. Describe
how you will ensure that the Forest Service is able to implement mission critical work
with a vastly reduced workforce.

I have not had the opportunity to review the current internal proposals aside from
publicly available information. If confirmed, I commit to working with the Forest Service
to understand the resources at its disposal and to enact a strategic plan that best meets the
multi-use needs of our customer, the American people.

Your primary background has been running businesses in the private sector and have
stated that you have had experience interacting with the Forest Service. Are there any
functions within the Forest Service that you think should be privatized? If so, why?
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I have not had the opportunity to review the structure of the Forest Service with an
internal lens. If confirmed, I will commit to studying that structure and making proposals
based on consultation with appropriate experts.

If confirmed, you will be a steward of large swaths of public lands and the law
enforcement that protects them. What experience or interactions, if any, have you had
with the uniformed law enforcement officers and special agents enforcing Federal laws or
conducting investigations on Forest Service land? If confirmed, what will you do to
ensure that Forest Service law enforcement officers and special agents respect the rule of
law and treat all persons equally, regardless of political beliefs or connections?

If confirmed, I will follow the law and do my best to ensure that all Forest Service
employees do the same.

Senator Ben Ray Lujin

Several federally recognized tribes have strong connections to and traditional use of the
nation’s forests, such as the Navajo Nation and the Jicarilla Apache Tribe in New
Mexico. Many of these tribes share boundaries or have ancestral ties to national forests
like the Sante Fe National Forest and the Carson National Forest.

a. How will you ensure that the Forest Service respects the role and sovereignty of
the tribes in stewardship of these lands?

If confirmed, I will follow the law.

b. Will you direct Forest Service personnel to consult with Tribes on forest projects,
plans, and other Forest Service actions?

Where appropriate, yes.

Senator Raphael Warnock

As Undersecretary of Agriculture for Natural Resources and Environment, you would be
responsible for managing the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), which oversees wildfire
mitigation and firefighting. Georgia averages over 2,300 wildfires annually.! Earlier this
year, an over 150 wildfire outbreak burned over 4,000 acres® across our state.

You Can Help Prevent Wildfires, Georgia Forestry Commission (2025), https://gatrees.org/fire-prevention-
suppression.

2 Over 150 Wildfires Reported in Georgia Over the Weekend, WALB News 10 (Mar. 3, 2025),
https://www.walb.com/video/2025/03/04/over-150-wildfires-reported-georgia-over-weekend/.

3 Kendall Murray, Georgia Wildfires Blaze Through 4,000 Acres of Land Across State, WABE (Mar. 3, 2025),
https://www.wabe.org/georgia-wildfires-blaze-through-4000-acres-of-land-across-state/.



144

a. If confirmed, how would you consider reorganizing USFS’s current wildfire
mitigation and response resources to better account for rising wildfire risk in the
southeastern United States?

1 do not yet have access to information needed to make informed
recommendations on this issue. If confirmed, I will commit to studying the details
and engaging with you and other appropriate stakeholders through that process.

b. Do you believe USFS needs additional resources to further mitigate rising
wildfire risk and swiftly respond to wildfires to protect people and property and
keep our forests healthy?

1 do not yet have access to information needed to make informed
recommendations on appropriate resourcing levels. If confirmed, I will commit to
studying the details and engaging with you and other appropriate stakeholders
through that process.

2. In February 2025, reporting found that the U.S. Forest Service was terminating
approximately 3,400 employees due to Executive Branch actions.*

a. If confirmed, how do you plan to address any reductions in USFS capacity to
ensure the agency’s critical services, including the Forest Service’s wildfire
responsiveness and preparedness are not negatively affected?

If confirmed, I will learn what has already been done, what resources are
available as well as the status of the current plan and will adjust as necessary.

b. How will you work to ensure that any effects of reduced federal capacity due to
these staffing cuts are not passed onto states and state foresters?

If confirmed I will work with states and local governments as well as private
landowners as appropriate to provide a coordinated effort as efficiently as
possible.

3. The Forest Service has worked with state forestry agencies, including in Georgia, to
administer programs to support forest management on non-federal and private forest
lands, including initiatives authorized under the Cooperative Forest Assistance Act,’ to
enhance forest health, wildfire risk reduction, and wood product innovation efforts. If
confirmed, how will you work with state forestry agencies to support shared forest
management efforts and goals?

4 Andrew Hay, US Forest Service Fires 3,400 workers, Park Service Cuts 1,000, Reuters (Feb. 14, 2025),
https://www_.reuters.com/world/us/us-forest-service-fires-3400-workers-park-service-cuts-1000-2025-02-14/.

3 Forest Assistance Programs, Congressional Research Service (Jun. 30, 2023), https://www.congress.gov/crs-
product/R45219.
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If confirmed, I will work with states and local governments as well as private landowners
and the relevant agencies, as appropriate, to provide a coordinated effort, to share
knowledge and best practices, and to work as efficiently as possible.

4. Georgia’s wildfire mitigation and response framework involves interwoven relationships
between federal, state and local agencies.

a. What is the Administration’s vision for wildfire response reorganization and on
what timeline?

1 do not currently have access to the details of the Administration’s vision other
than what is publicly available. If confirmed, I commit to learning those details
and guiding the Forest Service to make the best decisions for the benefit of the

American people with the resources it is allotted.

b. If confirmed, how will you engage and work with state and local agencies and
responders to ensure that any changes to the federal wildfire mitigation and
response framework do not overburden our states or put our communities and
firefighters at increased risk?

If confirmed I will work with State and local governments as well as private
landowners and relevant federal agencies, as appropriate, to provide a coordinated
effort as efficiently as possible.

5. You and your family members have been involved in a number of disputes with the U.S.
Forest Service.

a. If confirmed, will you commit to recusing yourself from any future actions the
U.S. Forest Service may take that involve yours or your family’s land holdings?

As I have done throughout this process, if confirmed, I commit to keep USDA
ethics attorneys fully aware of all potential conflicts of interest and to follow their
advice.

b. If confirmed, how will you ensure your prior actions and involvement in these
disputes will not impede your ability and duties as the head of the U.S. Forest
Service?

As I have done throughout this process, if confirmed, I commit to keep USDA
ethics attorneys fully aware of all potential conflicts of interest and to follow their
advice.

% Hiroko Tabuchi, e Built an Airstrip on Protected Land. Now He'’s in Line to Lead the Forest Service, The New
York Times (Jun. 3, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/03/climate/michael-boren-agriculture-nominee-
idaho-airstrip.html.
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c. If confirmed, how will you rebuild trust with Forest Service employees?

If confirmed, I will follow the law and will lead the Forest Service employees to
focus on serving the multi-use needs of our customer, the American people.

Senator Peter Welch

On May 20, 2025 Secretary Rollins issued Secretary’s Memorandum 1078-011, entitled
“Responding to and Mitigating the Threats from Wildland Fire at the U.S. Department of
Agriculture” The memo directs the Chief of the U.S. Forest Service to prioritize wildfire
risk reduction efforts and, where possible, continue to offer timber volumes consistent
with the Executive Order 14225. If confirmed, you will be responsible for implementing
all aspects of secretarial memo 1078-011.

a. What role should timber harvesting play in reducing wildfire risk to communities
and critical infrastructure?

Where appropriate, I believe that timber harvesting is a tool for fuel reduction
which should be considered in the strategy for addressing wildfires.

b. Do you believe wildfire risk reduction efforts should focus on smaller-diameter
hazardous fuels or large trees that may be more commercially valuable?

There are many tools to be considered in addressing the threat of wildfires
including removing smaller-diameter hazardous fuels and harvesting marketable
timber.

I am deeply concerned that the President’s fiscal year 2026 budget proposes drastically
cutting research & development at the U.S. Forest Service. The Forest Service is the
world’s leading wildland fire research organization — its research helps to prevent
catastrophic wildfires while spurring innovations to improve firefighter safety and fire
management. The Forest Service is also at the forefront of protecting U.S. forests from
the growing threat of insects and disease.

a. Do you believe the Forest Service should research wildfire and insect & disease
threats to forest health?

I am not aware of the details of these programs, or the plans associated with these
proposals. If confirmed, I commit to learning those details and helping the Forest
Service use its allocated resources to accomplish its mission.

b. If the Forest Service doesn’t carry out research into wildfire and insect & disease
threats to forests, is it your understanding that other federal agencies or non-
federal entities should do this work instead?

I am not aware of the details of these programs, or the plans associated with these
proposals. If confirmed, I commit to learning those details and helping the Forest
Service use its allocated resources to accomplish its mission.
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3. If confirmed as USDA Undersecretary for NRE, one of your roles would be to steward
the National Forest System Lands on behalf of the American people. Not for
corporations, not for private interests, but for the general public.

It’s my understanding that you and your family have clashed heavily with the Forest
Service, particularly in the Sawtooth National Recreation Area (SNRA). Your track
record with the Forest Service is concerning at best and, in several instances, illegal at
worst.

e You are involved in an ongoing Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation
(SLAPP) against several county commissioners and other community members who
raised concerns about your building of a private airstrip on your property in the
SNRA before you received authorization to do so.

e Your brother, David, filed a lawsuit against the SNRA for the legal construction of
the Stanley-Redfish Lake Trail, a public trail, on a pre-existing easement that existed
at the time you purchased the property. Your own helicopter was recorded harassing
construction workers during the construction of that same trail.

These incidents paint a really troubling picture of you and your family’s relationship with
the Forest Service, one that is not just policy-based but shows you being in direct conflict
with the agency you’d be set to lead. Can you explain how Vermonters are expected to
trust you will lead the Forest Service fairly given your history with the agency?

If confirmed, I commit that my actions will be worthy of the trust of communities
throughout the country

4. Last week, it was reported that one of your affiliated companies, Galena Mines LLC, was
served a cease and desist letter from the Forest Service in November 2024 regarding land
that was illegally cleared for the unauthorized construction of cabin on the Sawtooth
National Forest and requiring its removal by July 1, 2025. You were listed as a manager
of Galena Mines LLC up until February of this year, and your wife now holds that title.

a. Can you explain why this cabin was constructed without federal approval, and
why your company felt it was appropriate to bypass federal permitting laws like
the National Environmental Policy Act, the Wilderness Act, the Sawtooth Forest
plan, and other agency regulations to build it?

I received from the Area Ranger, via mail, a Cease-and-Desist letter in November
of 2024 regarding a cabin that was being built on a parcel of land owned by
Galena Mines LLC. I had formerly been an owner of that entity but sold my
ownership on March 15 of 2024.

b. Given this and the previous question, how can we expect you to ensure the laws
governing our public lands are followed when you have demonstrated a pattern of

violating them?

If confirmed, I will follow the law.
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Senator Adam Schiff

As a California Senator, forest and wildfire management are of the utmost importance to
me. The Los Angeles fires earlier this year were devastating, and we are about to enter
yet another fire season. About 9 percent of the U.S. is in the WUI, and that land is home
to more than 44 million homes — 32 percent of all housing nationwide. As of 2020,
nearly 14 million Californians, or 1 in 3, live in the WUL All 58 counties in California
have WUIs, along with many areas across the country. According to the U.S. Fire
Administration, nationwide, the WUI grows by about 2 million acres per year. What is
the responsibility of the Forest Service in managing wildfire risk in WUI areas?

I am not aware of all of the details related to the Forest Service’s engagement in
managing wildfire risk in WUI areas. If confirmed, I commit to learning those details and
to working with the Forest Service and other agencies, as appropriate, to protect the
safety of the American people and their private property.

The Forest Service is mandated to manage national forest system lands with a multi-use
focus, whether those are for outdoor recreation, range, timber, watershed, or ecological

health purposes. How will you balance the Service’s multi-use mandate in light of both

the orders from the President and USDA Secretary directing the Forest Service to focus
on timber harvest?

If confirmed, I will follow the law.

The Forest Service has the responsibility to protect air quality. This includes actively
monitoring air quality, maintaining visibility standards in wilderness areas, and ensuring
that agency activities support rather than degrade air quality. At the same time, activities
conducted and permitted by the Service, like prescribed fire, can adversely impact air
quality. What is the importance of the Forest Service in protecting American air quality
and how you will balance the Service’s tools like prescribed fire with minimizing the risk
of fire to ultimately prevent wildfire and mitigate human health impacts?

If confirmed, I will work closely with the Forest Service and other agencies to balance
the need for short term air quality with the need to avoid long term impacts to air quality
and will evaluate the use of all tools at my disposal.

Post-wildfire impacts can be equally or more devastating than the fire itself. For better or
worse, post-fire recovery is important to Californian, Western, and American areas, and
will continue to be important as fires rage. There are reports that Administration cuts at
other Departments are disrupting LA wildfire recovery, and I am concerned the Forest
Service will be caught up in this. Do you commit to the Forest Service continuing all of
its post-fire recovery work?

1 do not have access to details of the post-fire recovery work conducted by the Forest

Service other than what is publicly available. If confirmed, I commit to learning those
details and guiding the Forest Service to make the best decisions for the benefit of the
American people with the resources it is allotted.
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5. Iam aware of reports to reorganize the Forest Service in a myriad of ways, from
dramatically reducing the agency's administrative structure while simultaneously
increasing production demands to consolidating regional offices to cutting DC
headquarters staff drastically. How will such restructuring, alongside massive staff
reductions and increased timber production targets, enhance the Forest Service’s ability
to provide opportunities to the American people and reduce wildfire risk? How can the
Committee be assured that the government’s priority will be making sure people are safe
and forests are healthy rather than cutting down trees for profit?

I have not had the opportunity to review current internal proposals aside from publicly
available information. If confirmed, I commit to working with the Forest Service and
USDA to understand the employees and resources at our disposal and to develop a
strategic plan that best meets the multiple use needs of our customer, the American
people.

6. Science and research are critical to the Forest Service’s maintenance of public lands.
Scientists and researchers hold institutional positions and on-the-ground knowledge that
make them uniquely suited to translate study findings into effective management. What is
your understanding of how science and research support the mission of the Forest Service
and the well-being of Americans? How will you support federal scientific research with
the aim of sustainable and effective forest management?

I am not aware of the details of these programs, or the plans associated with these
proposals. If confirmed, I commit to learning those details and helping the Forest Service
use its allocated resources to accomplish its mission.

7. An important aspect of wildfire mitigation is reforestation. In situations post-fire or post-
hurricane, reforestation must happen quickly to protect downstream residents, water
supplies, and highways from mudslides and debris flows. We must also prevent forests
from converting away from forests and into invasive and fire-prone grasses. How will
you prioritize reforestation? How do you anticipate the Service’s reduced capacity will
impact reforestation activities?

I do not have access to the details of how the proposed budget may impact reforestation.
If confirmed, I commit to understanding those details and to working closely with the
local partners, including forestry companies, state and local governments, and other
relevant stakeholders to leverage the available resources and partnerships for
reforestation.

8. Forest health challenges—whether it’s wildfire, pests, or disease—don’t stop at property
lines. What happens on public lands has real impacts on neighboring private and Tribal
forests, and vice versa. For decades, the Forest Service has worked across boundaries,
offering technical assistance to State, Tribal, and private landowners to address these
shared risks. How do you see the Forest Service continuing to support this collaborative
work across all types of forest ownership?
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If confirmed, I commit to frequent engagement, as appropriate, with stakeholders—
including State, Tribal, local, and private landowners—to ensure that the Forest Service
is doing its best to efficiently achieve its mission to meet the multiple use needs of its
customer, the American people.

The Forest Service has lost thousands of federal employees due to the ongoing, DOGE-
led remake of the federal government. Your home state, Idaho, is no stranger to wildland
fires, and it is undeniable that these staffing cuts will damage the Forest Service’s ability
to respond to wildland fires appropriately and quickly. Do you think the Forest Service is
prepared to deal with what is expected to be yet another dangerous wildfire season?

I am not aware of the details of these programs, or the plans associated with these
proposals. If confirmed, I commit to learning those details and guiding the Forest Service
to make the best decisions for the benefit of the American people with the resources
allotted.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-17T15:36:31-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




