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AMENDMENT NO. Calendar No.

Purpose: To establish a progi’am to provide grants for rural
hospitals at risk of closure.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—119th Cong., 2d Sess.

S.

To provide for the reform and continuation of agricultural
and other programs of the Department of Agriculture
through fiscal year 2031, and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on	

ordered to be printed

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed

AjVIENDment intended to be proposed by Mr. Durbin

and

Viz:

At the end of part I of subtitle C of title VI, add

2 the following:

3 SEC. 63

1

, GRANTS FOR RURAL HOSPITALS AT RISK OF

4 CLOSURE.

5 (a) In General.—Not later than 1 year after the

6 date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall establish

7 a program to provide grants to eligible applicants (as de-

8 fined in section 3570.61(a) of title 7, Code of Federal Reg-

9 ulations) for costs of health care facilities described in sub-

10 section (b) that meet the purposes allowable under the

11 grant program established under section 306(a)(19) of the
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1 Consolidated Farm and Rui-al Develoi)ment Act (7 U.S.C.

2 1926(a)(19)).

(b) Use.—An eligible applicant to whom a grant is

4 awarded under this section may use the grant funds for

5 costs of health care facilities—

(1) that ])rimarily seiwe rural areas (as defined

in section 343(a)(13)(C) of the Consolidated Farm

and Rural Development Act

3

6

7

U.S.C.(78

1991(a)(13)(C)));9

(2) that are located in a rural area (as so de-10

11

(3) the median household income of the popu

lation to be seived, as determined using i^atient-ori-

gin data from the most recent Medicare cost report

filed by the eligible ap))licant, or a comparable seiw-

ice-area methodology specified by the Secretaiy, by

which is less than the greater ot^—

(A) the PAderal ])overty line; and

(B) the applicable percentage determined

under section 3570.63(b) of title 7, Code of

Federal Regulations, of the State nonmetropoli

tan median household income,

(c) Priority op Fitxdixg.

24 make awards under this section to eligible api)licants in

25 the following order or priority:

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

The Secretary shall23
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(1) The health care facility has ex|9erience(l 3

consecutive years of negative ojDerating; margins.

(2) There has been an increase in uninsured

])atient rcveime equal to or greater than 10 i^ercent

at the health care facility between Januaiy 1, 2025,

and the date on which the most recent data is avail-

1

2

3

4

5

6

able on uninsured i)atient revenue at the time that

the eligible applicant submits the a])plication.

(3) The health care facility has received or is

expected to receive less than $8,000,000 in funding

for construction or capital projects under section

2105(h) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.

1397ce(h)) as of the date of the award,

(d) Award Terms.—

(1) Federal share.—

(A) Ix (JEXERAL.—Hcgnlations promul-

;ated under section 306(a)(19)(B) of the Con

solidated Farm and Rural Development Act (7

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17 o

18

U.S.C. 1926(a)(19)(B)) shall apply to a grant19

made under this section.20

Notwithstanding subi)ara-

graph (A), the Federal share of the cost of a

])roject carried out using a grant under this sec

tion shall not be less than 75 i)ercent, vitlumt

regard to the graduated scale under section

(B) ]\LvXTMUil.21

22

23

24

25
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3570.63(b) of title 7, Code of Federal Regoila-1

tioiivS.2

erant awarded●No3 (2) Maximum award.

under this section shall exceed $8,000,000 for any4

5 fiscal year.

6 (3) Multiple fiscal years.—The dnration of

a grant awarded under this section shall not exceed

3 fiscal years,

(e) Notification and Reporting Require-

7

8

9

10 ments.

Not later than 30 days be¬ll (1) In general.

fore the Secretaiy ))ublishes any notice of funding

availability or similar notice relating to grants under

this section, the Secretary shall pixAidc—

(A) a coiw of that notice to the Committee

on Agriculture of the House of Re])resentatives

and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,

and F'orestiy of the Senate; and

(B) a briefing to the staff of those Com-

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

mittces.20

Not later than December 31,21 (2) Reportin(l

2027, and each J9ecember 31 thereafter, the Sec

retary shall imblish on the website of the Depart

ment a report that describes—

22

23

24
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(A) the eligible a])])lieaiit.s selected for an

award under this section;

(B) the health care facility each eligible

applicant is using the award for;

(C) a dcscri])tion of the ])rojeets funded by

each award; and

(D) the amount of funding awarded to

each eligible applicant,

(f) Fundixg.—In addition to amounts othenvise

10 available, there is appropriated to the Secretary to cany

11 out this section, out of any money in the Treasuiy not

12 othenvise appropriated, $200,000,000 for each of fiscal

13 years 2027 through 2031, to remain available until ex-

14 pended.

1

2
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9


