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NOMINATION OF DR. JEWEL H. BRONAUGH, 
OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY SECRETARY 
OF AGRICULTURE 

THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2021 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY, 

Washington, DC. 
The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:05 a.m., via Webex 

and in room 301, Russell Senate Office Building, Hon. Debbie Sta-
benow, Chairwoman of the Committee, presiding. 

Present or submitting a statement: Senators Stabenow, Brown, 
Bennet, Gillibrand, Luján, Warnock, Boozman, Hoeven, Ernst, 
Hyde-Smith, Marshall, Tuberville, Grassley, Thune, Fischer, and 
Braun. 

STATEMENT OF HON. DEBBIE STABENOW, U.S. SENATOR 
FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, CHAIRWOMAN, U.S. COM-
MITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY 

Chairwoman STABENOW. I call this hearing of the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry to order. I 
thank colleagues for your patience as several of us were trying to 
be two places at once. I am looking forward to ‘‘Beam Me Up, Scot-
ty’’ so we can do this without running between office buildings. 
Thanks very much. 

Everyone on this Committee knows the breadth of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture and how it affects every American, wheth-
er they are a farmer or a rancher, facing—— 

Senator WARNER. Could I get some ice water, or ice with my fa-
vorite bottle? 

Chairwoman STABENOW. I think someone is tuning in here on us. 
It sounds like Senator Warner, but we will welcome him to the 
Committee. 

Senator WARNER. Are you ready for me, Madam Chair, or later? 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Oh, I am sorry. It is Senator Warner. 

I will be ready for you in a few moments. 
Senator WARNER. Yes, ma’am. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. I am sorry. 
Senator WARNER. Yes, ma’am. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Just in a few moments. Thank you. 

Thank you. Senator Warner will be introducing our nominee. 
Everyone on the Committee knows the breadth, as I said, of the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture and how affects every American, 
whether it is a farmer, a rancher facing severe drought, a family 
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struggling to make ends meet, or a small town looking to provide 
high-speed internet to its residents. 

I am pleased that today we are here to consider a nominee for 
a position that covers the scope of these issues, and more, at the 
USDA. Dr. Jewel Bronaugh, welcome and congratulations on your 
nomination to serve as Deputy Secretary of Agriculture. You have 
a very impressive and wide-ranging agricultural background. You 
have worked on some of our most important issues to American 
farmers, families, and rural communities. 

As Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, you led one of the most diverse agricultural 
States in the country—slightly behind Michigan—growing every-
thing from apples to peanuts to turkeys. You also have a track 
record as a strong leader in helping Virginia farmers, families, and 
rural communities weather the pandemic. 

You are also no strange to USDA. For two years, you were the 
Virginia State Executive Director for the USDA Farm Service 
Agency, overseeing Virginia’s local Farm Service Agency offices, 
which, as we know, serve on the front lines helping our farmers 
and ranchers. 

You know first-hand the important role USDA plays in helping 
farmers and ranchers tap into resources that will help them grow 
and sustain their farms. Whether it is a dairy farmer signing up 
for the Dairy Margin Coverage Program, a soybean producer apply-
ing for ARC, or a beginning farmer learning how to start their op-
eration, you have valuable experience working directly with farm-
ers on the ground. 

You also know how conservation can help farmers be productive 
and profitable, while also protecting land and water and addressing 
the climate crisis. I trust that you will bring that perspective your 
role. 

You also have extensive experience in agricultural research, 
which is fundamental to the success of American agriculture. As 
Dean of the College of Agriculture at Virginia State University, you 
oversaw important research and innovation that helps our farmers 
grow the food that feeds the world. 

When we met last week, you and I also discussed how we can 
support all corners of American agriculture, big and small, urban 
and rural. We need to make sure there is opportunity for all farm-
ers, no matter what you grow or how you grow it. 

Dr. Bronaugh has the support of a wide range of organizations 
representing food and farming, including the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation, National Farmers Union, National Council of 
Farmer Cooperatives, United Fresh Produce Association, National 
Milk Producers Federation, and a variety of State and local groups, 
including several from my home State of Michigan. I ask that such 
letters be included in the record. Without objection, so ordered. 

[The letters can be found on pages 38–40 in the appendix.] 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you again for being here. I look 

forward to hearing more about your plans and your vision today. 
I now recognize our Ranking Member, Senator Boozman, and then 
I will recognize Senator Warner for the formal introduction. 
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STATEMENT OF HON. SENATOR JOHN BOOZMAN, U.S. 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF ARKANSAS 

Senator BOOZMAN. Thank you, Madam Chair. We are very 
pleased to welcome Dr. Jewel Bronaugh to the Committee this 
morning as we consider her nomination to be Deputy Secretary of 
Agriculture. Secretary Vilsack was confirmed a few weeks ago, and 
we appreciate his eagerness to get a full team in place so the De-
partment can continue to work on behalf of the Nation’s farmers, 
ranchers, and other rural stakeholders. I look forward to hearing 
from Secretary Vilsack in the next few days on the status of the 
work he has been doing since getting reacquainted with his old job. 

The Deputy Secretary of Agriculture is the second highest-rank-
ing official at the U.S. Department of Agriculture, appointed by the 
President with the advice and consent of the Senate. More impor-
tantly, she becomes the Acting Secretary if the Secretary is unable 
to perform the duties of the office. The position coordinates day-to- 
day operations within the Department and efforts across agencies. 
The Deputy Secretary is tasked with implementing the depart-
mental mission. The Deputy Secretary receives input from outside 
the agency and stays up to date on issues and trends in the agri-
culture arena. 

Dr. Bronaugh certainly has shown she has the experience to han-
dle these significant responsibilities at the Department. Through-
out Dr. Bronaugh’s career, she has shown to be a true leader in ag-
riculture by serving her country and the State of Virginia in gov-
ernment and educational roles. Her experience includes her service 
as the Virginia State Executive Director for the USDA Farm Serv-
ice Agency, where she was appointed by Governor Terry McAuliffe 
and the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack in July 2015. 

In her role with FSA, she provided oversight for critical produc-
tion, stabilization, price support, compliance, farm loan conserva-
tion, environmental and emergency assistance programs in Vir-
ginia. She was responsible for the supervision of 41 field offices and 
the State FSA office, comprising 186 employees. Dr. Bronaugh was 
the first African American female in the Nation to serve in this ca-
pacity, and she is the first woman of color to be nominated for the 
USDA Deputy Secretary. 

She has championed causes in her career such as developing and 
delivering programs addressing issues of bullying among youth 
while she was Associate Administrator of Cooperative Extension 
and a 4-H Youth Development Specialist, and in the spring of 2019, 
she launched the Farmer Stress Task Force, organized in partner-
ship with agriculture and health-related agencies and organiza-
tions to raise awareness and coordinate resources to address farm-
er stress and mental health challenges in Virginia. 

She has won praise and support from many in the agriculture 
community, including the American Farm Bureau, the National 
Farmers Union, National Council of Farmer Cooperatives, National 
Association of State Departments of Agriculture, National Cotton 
Council, North American Meat Institute, USA Rice, and I am sure 
many others. 

As everyone knows in this room, agriculture is more prone to re-
gional concerns as opposed to partisan battles. I am pleased to see 
that in Dr. Bronaugh’s current job she serves as the Treasurer of 
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the Southern Association of State Departments of Agriculture, part 
of the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture, 
which displays her appreciation and understanding of Southern ag-
riculture. 

As I have stated before, I am a strong believer that past perform-
ance is indicative of future performance, so I believe Dr. Bronaugh 
is bound for success at the Department. If confirmed, I am con-
fident that Dr. Bronaugh and her staff will continue working in a 
bipartisan fashion with Congress on behalf of our farmers, ranch-
ers, and those the Department serves. 

USDA and Congress have a very special relationship, one that is 
traditionally very collegial and informative. I hope that that rela-
tionship will grow stronger in the coming days and months under 
the guidance of Dr. Bronaugh, and that she will endeavor to work 
with Congress in a transparent, bipartisan manner as we all serve 
the agriculture constituency. 

Despite seeing light at the end of the tunnel, there are many 
challenges to getting rural America back to a full recovery, and 
open, transparent lines of communication between USDA and Con-
gress are an important part of doing the work to reach that goal. 
I continue to monitor the status of COVID relief, as I know the 
Chairwoman is also, and it is imperative that the CFAP assistance 
gets to those most in need. I was troubled when the Biden adminis-
tration announced a 60-day review of some of this assistance while 
advocating for an additional $1.9 trillion, then passing it on a par-
tisan basis without the benefit of input from all in Congress. 

However, I am pleased to see that some relief has begun to flow 
to those who are in need. Accordingly, I encourage you, Dr. 
Bronaugh, to work to deliver assistance as expeditiously as possible 
to those who continue to struggle with this pandemic. 

I also remain concerned about a number of issues in ag today, 
including how the administration works with our producers on 
issues involving the environment and climate. In recent years, pro-
duction agriculture has taken many strides to be more efficient and 
environmentally friendly. We need USDA and other Federal agen-
cies to acknowledge that work and see agriculture as part of the 
solution, not part of the problem. 

It is important that USDA and this Committee keep farmers and 
producers at the forefront of any discussion on climate change. 
Heavy-handed, one-size-fits-all regulations simply do not work. Cli-
mate policy that is advanced by this administration or by others in 
Congress must be addressed in a bipartisan fashion with a focus 
to truly benefit all farmers across the country, without mandating 
specific farming practices. Responding to the demands for imme-
diate, urgent legislative action on issues that affect our farmers, 
ranchers, and producers is important, and it is our job. 

As Congress considers additional climate policies, I urge my col-
leagues that we should address such legislation in a diligent, col-
laborative, and bipartisan manner, because while bipartisan con-
sensus takes time, it yields greater buy-in, and hopefully better re-
sults. 

Dr. Bronaugh, I look forward to hearing from you today and 
working with you, if confirmed, and I now yield back to our Chair-
woman. 
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Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator Booz-
man, and I would now yield to my good friend and colleague from 
Virginia, Senator Warner. 

STATEMENT OF THE HON. MARK R. WARNER, A U.S. SENATOR 
FROM THE STATE OF VIRGINIA 

Senator WARNER. Well, good morning, everyone, and thank you, 
Madam Chair Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman and dis-
tinguished members of the Committee. It is obviously my distinct 
pleasure and honor to introduce formally a fellow Virginian, an 
outstanding public servant, to serve as President Biden’s Deputy 
Secretary of Agriculture, Dr. Jewel Bronaugh. 

Since both Senator Stabenow and Senator Boozman went 
through a number of the parts of your background I will only hit 
them briefly. Dr. Bronaugh, I do not think we ought to bring up 
the fact that the Chairwoman just said that Michigan was much 
better than Virginia on a series of agricultural things. Until we get 
through the Committee we shouldn’t correct her of that impression. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. That is true, Senator Warner. I simply 
said we had more diversity of crops, but you are absolutely right. 

Senator WARNER. Well, Madam Chair, you know, Dr. Bronaugh 
and I would never, never try to contest that, at least until she is 
confirmed. 

[Laughter.] 
Senator WARNER. It has already been mentioned, and again I 

will just try to hit this very quickly, because I really do appreciate 
both you and the Senator from Arkansas. You know a lot about the 
nominee’s background. She served as the 16th Commissioner of the 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. She has held 
that position since 2018. She was the first African American 
woman. Senator Boozman brought out the fact that during COVID 
she had a very interesting, I think, program called the Farmer 
Stress Task Force, to recognize the challenges that farmers had to 
endure through the COVID challenge, and that, again, I think, 
shows her creativity and her willingness to lean in. 

As has been mentioned already, she understands very well the 
mission at USDA. As Commissioner of VDACS she established the 
Virginia Food Access Investment Grant Program that looked at 
this problem of food deserts, again something I know the Chair-
woman has shown great leadership on, and I think you will find 
in Dr. Bronaugh somebody who can also bring creativity to that po-
sition. 

You both mentioned, as well, that she served as Dean at the Col-
lege of Agriculture at a great university in Virginia, Virginia State 
University in Petersburg, again, recognizing some of the issues 
around food deserts and food insecurity. She has obviously worked 
in some of these previous roles with Secretary Vilsack. In 2015, she 
was nominated by then Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe and Sec-
retary Vilsack as Virginia State Executive Director of USDA Farm 
Service Agency, again familiar with the very strong Federal agri-
cultural programs that I know she will help oversee. 

This is really a very, very talented public servant. Both you and 
the Ranking Member I think have expressed that. I think the other 
members of the Committee, as they get a chance to know Dr. 
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Bronaugh, will realize both her heart for public service, her willing-
ness to be committed, willingness to shake things up and try new 
things as well. 

I recommend her 100 percent, without reservation, and would ap-
preciate the Committee’s prompt review of her qualifications. With 
that, Madam Chair, I will yield back and, again, Dr. Bronaugh, 
once we get you confirmed we can have the debate about diversity 
of farm products between Michigan and Virginia. That will be 
saved for another time. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you, Senator Warner, and you 
should quit while you are ahead. 

Senator WARNER. I know. Don’t worry. I am smart enough to 
yield back my 55 seconds, so thank you so much. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Well, thank you very, very much for 
that high praise for our nominee. 

Now, Dr. Bronaugh, I have two questions for you to address. I 
realize we are doing this remotely, but I would ask that you raise 
your right hand. I see our nominee. Good morning. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Good morning. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Please raise your right hand. Do you 

swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to provide is the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. I do. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you. Second, do you agree that, 

if confirmed, you will appear before any duly constituted Com-
mittee of Congress if asked to appear? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. I will. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Dr. Bronaugh, 

welcome again. I look forward to learning more about your vision 
and priorities for the Department of Agriculture, and, of course, 
your testimony will be made a part of the record in its entirety. 
You may proceed as you desire. 

STATEMENT OF JEWEL H. BRONAUGH, M.Ed, Ed.D., OF 
VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you. I appreciate being here today. Thank 
you, Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman, and mem-
bers of this Committee. I also thank Secretary Vilsack for all of his 
support, and many thanks to Senator Warner for joining today for 
the warm introduction. 

First and foremost, thank you for this opportunity. I am here 
today with the loving support of my husband, Cleavon, who hap-
pens to be a retired U.S. Army veteran, our beautiful children, my 
parents—two teachers who raised me to become an educator—and 
so many role models, including Virginia State Secretary of Agri-
culture and Forestry Bettina Ring, and the farmers, ranchers, and 
landowners I work for each day. 

Happy Earth Day to everybody, as we recognize 51 years of effort 
to protect our environment and restore our earth, and we are wear-
ing the color green today to reflect today and what it means. 

I am honored to have been nominated by President Biden to 
serve as the Deputy Secretary of Agriculture at USDA. I know 
that, if confirmed, I will be the first black woman and woman of 
color to serve as Deputy Secretary. As such, I fully understand the 
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historic nature of this confirmation, along with the responsibilities 
of my service in this role. I will join thousands of dedicated civil 
servants at USDA who work in every State and 100 countries 
around the world. I know from experience how their work touches 
the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. I 
value their work and I identify with their selfless commitment. 

My parents taught me humility and they encouraged me to treat 
others with dignity. I went into education because of my parents, 
but I focused on agriculture because I wanted to inspire young peo-
ple to build better communities through food and nutrition. I am 
also very proud of my career in Cooperative Extension, where I was 
first inspired by young people in 4-H, getting to know the families 
and communities across Virginia who produced our food, feed, fiber, 
and fuel. This led to the honor of serving as Dean of the College 
of Agriculture at Virginia State University, where many of my stu-
dents were first-generation college students from rural commu-
nities. I am very proud of those men and women who have become 
outstanding leaders in their fields. 

In 2015, Secretary Vilsack appointed me to serve as State Execu-
tive Director for the Farm Service Agency, where I led the imple-
mentation of farm bill programs and I personally visited each of 
the 41 field offices within my first year of service to learn more 
about how FSA programs affected farmers, ranchers, and 
forestland owners. 

Soon thereafter, I received the appointment as the 16th Commis-
sioner of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. I was proud to work with other State Commissioners, Di-
rectors and Secretaries to prioritize PPE for farmers and farm 
workers, advocate for State and Federal resources to support dairy 
farmers and poultry producers, expand opportunities for small and 
midsized farmers and ranchers to obtain infrastructure and proc-
essing capabilities, and develop strategies to meet environmental 
and water quality goals for the Chesapeake Bay. 

Throughout all these experiences and opportunities, it has been 
personal interactions with farmers, ranchers, and land owners that 
I have found deeply rewarding. I have learned of their struggles. 
I have been in their homes and listened to aging mothers express 
the fear of losing the family farm because the children wanted to 
pursue careers outside of farming. I spent time with black farmers 
so inundated with stress resulting from years of farm debt that 
they gave up hope. I have spoken with Hispanic workers who, 
while working someone else’s land, fully realized their dream of 
owning their own farm. I personally experienced the tears of 
multigenerational dairy farmers given no other choice but to sell 
their dairy herd and the farm that had been in the family for four 
generations. 

What I took away from each experience is the importance not 
only of listening, but hearing what people are saying beneath the 
emotion. 

What motivates me and inspires me is that with all the chal-
lenges our farmers and ranchers and landowners face today, I have 
never met one who is not eternally optimistic. Throughout the pan-
demic I spoke with one agricultural producer after another who 
somehow found ways to realign their operation to meet the de-
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mands of an altered food supply chain. They only required help to 
provide a voice to assist them in obtaining resources that they 
needed for financial survival. If America’s farmers and ranchers 
can find a way to stay positive and committed to their work, then 
I am obligated to use my voice, and, if confirmed, to do what I can 
to provide help and assistance in building our rural economy back 
stronger. 

Each time I speak with Secretary Vilsack, we discuss equity. I 
share the Secretary’s commitment to take bold action, to work with 
this Committee to address discrimination in all its forms across 
USDA. In 1862, Abraham Lincoln established USDA. In 1864, he 
called it ‘‘The People’s Department.’’ I believe it should be just that: 
the department for all people. 

I am here today to commit that, if confirmed, I will be a cham-
pion for all farmers, producers, families, and rural communities 
who rely on USDA. I will remain committed to helping lead a De-
partment that serves all Americans equally. I am grateful for your 
time and I welcome any questions you may have, and thank you. 

[The prepared statement of Ms. Bronaugh can be found on page 
34 in the appendix.] 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Well, thank you so much, Dr. 
Bronaugh. Thank you so much for those comments, and we will 
now begin a round of five-minute questions from each member. As 
I begin, on a personal level I just wanted to say I was so pleased 
that I saw you were involved in 4-H. I spent my life growing up 
in 4-H, and I think it is such a wonderful leadership tool for young 
people, and I appreciate the fact that you understand that, so that 
was great to see. 

Dr. Bronaugh, your current position as Commissioner of Agri-
culture of Virginia, and your previous service leading the USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency in the State has given you tremendous in-
sight, as you talked about, into the needs of farmers and ranchers, 
and I think this experience will serve you well if you are confirmed 
as Deputy Secretary. 

As you know, American agriculture is incredibly diverse. Could 
you talk more about the lessons you have learned about how USDA 
can reach all farmers, big and small, conventional and organic, re-
gardless of who they are and what they grow? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Yes. Thank you, Senator Stabenow, and I first 
want to start by saying I am excited to see this Committee pass 
the Growing Climate Solutions Act with such bipartisan leader-
ship. I look forward to engaging with you, Senator Braun, Senator 
Boozman, and other members of the Committee to ensure that we 
have a timely and important effort to impact climate change. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you. 
Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you for your question. When I think 

about all that USDA does, you know, we have programs for all of 
the major priorities that we face in this country today. I think 
about the major priorities of the pandemic and addressing issues 
around health, climate change, racial equity, and building our rural 
economy back stronger, and USDA certainly has programs that af-
fect all of those major priorities and can be used to address those 
priorities. 
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Senator Stabenow, you asked about my background and my ex-
perience in how we can utilize USDA programs, and I can go back 
to my first experiences in research and Extension where it was 
critical that we relied on science-based information and funding 
through NIFA, through ERS and ARS. 

You mentioned 4-H and youth development. Youth development 
in the 4-H organization is one of the strongest in the world because 
it relies on research-based information and the focus on youth de-
velopment as a body of knowledge, a science for really working to 
improve our young people and their leadership. Of course, the tech-
nical assistance aspect of programs that USDA provides has been 
critically important. 

At Virginia State University, an 1890 land grant institution, we 
utilize many resources from USDA to address small and midsized 
and minority farmers, things that they needed—cold storage infra-
structure, micro loans, grant opportunities like the Specialty Crop 
Block Grant, and the 2501 Program that we have relied on signifi-
cantly. We also utilized resources in nutrition, in terms of trying 
to expand greater usage of SNAP and WIC. Then, of course, how 
we can access small-scale infrastructure through farm storage facil-
ity loans and others. 

At FSA, I understood the critical safety net that USDA provided, 
the need for a strong crop insurance program, directing guaranteed 
loans, disaster assistance. Very important. Then I learned about 
the connections in the local office, where you had co-located NRCS 
programs that focused on conservation the ability to work in that 
local office through those important partnerships and those con-
servation efforts. 

At the Virginia Department of Agriculture, USDA impacts us, 
and we work with them in many ways—in international trade, food 
safety, for example, food distribution, animal and plant health, 
and, of course, broadband expansion. 

It does not matter the size or the type of operation that you are. 
There is a program at USDA that can work to address our most 
critical needs that we face in agriculture today. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Great. Well, thank you very much. Just 
in closing my comments, one other question. You mentioned high- 
speed internet access, and when we look at our small towns and 
rural communities, we have a host of challenges. Certainly COVID 
showed us how the lack of high-speed internet access is so critical 
in so many areas. Aging infrastructure, you know, maintaining 
families, sustainable jobs, what more can USDA do to address 
these issues and create economic opportunities in rural America? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Well, we have a great opportunity, Senator Sta-
benow. You know, in thinking about opportunity for things like 
clean energy jobs in rural America, there is a great opportunity in 
terms of supporting renewable fuels, bio-based, product develop-
ment, for example. Opportunities to manage our forests and grass-
lands, and you mentioned our broadband infrastructure. There are 
great opportunities through utilizing USDA programs such as Re-
Connect, in reaching that last mile of broadband infrastructure. 
That helps with telehealth, with small businesses development, 
distance learning. 
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Also, helping to renew the electrical grid in our rural commu-
nities is very important, and, of course, USDA has many opportuni-
ties around that. Improving housing, restoring our schools, being 
able to help with hospitals who can provide vaccinations, and then 
safe drinking water is so important to our Tribal communities and 
our rural communities. 

We have a lot of opportunity through rural development pro-
grams to make an impact to address climate, to address infrastruc-
ture, and other important resources for our rural communities. If 
I have the opportunity to be confirmed, I look forward to working 
with all aspects of USDA to continue to strengthen our rural com-
munities and make them as strong as they can be. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you so much. I am going to turn 
now to Senator Boozman. 

Senator BOOZMAN. Thank you, Madam Chair, and again, we ap-
preciate, Dr. Bronaugh, your willingness to serve. My girls also 
were very active in 4-H. I have three daughters and they were all 
State record-book winners, and it was a tremendous benefit, not 
only to them but to our entire family. We appreciate your advocacy 
there and your hard work. 

Also, I was with Wes Ward, our State Ag Secretary, last week-
end, and he said to be sure and get on the stick and do all I could 
to help you get confirmed. He is one of your major cheerleaders. It 
is nice to hear from people that actually know you well and appre-
ciate the service that you have done. 

Let me ask you about a couple of things that I think are impor-
tant that I want to put in your mind. Section 1005 of the American 
Rescue Plan included ‘‘such sums as necessary’’ for the cost of loan 
modifications and payments to socially disadvantaged farmers and 
ranchers who had outstanding Farm Service Agency farm loan debt 
as of January 1, 2021. 

One of the problems that has occurred is that we have heard 
from a number of ag lenders that partner with USDA to make 
Farm Service Agency guaranteed farm loans to socially disadvan-
taged farmers who could be negatively impacted by the program if 
USDA is not careful. These are lenders that, again, are so helpful 
to these individuals. 

If USDA is not careful in how it administers this—Section 1005 
provides for the cost of USDA’s lost future interest on FSA direct 
loans—it would be both unfair and unfortunate if USDA failed to 
provide the same relief to FSA’s private sector lending partners. 
Also, not only would it be unfair, but I think we have the potential 
of some of those lenders leaving the market and making it more 
difficult for individuals to get loans. 

I would ask you to commit to providing the same relief to FSA’s 
guaranteed farm lenders and, at the very least, make this a pri-
ority to find out how we can, again, treat everybody in a fair man-
ner. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Boozman, and I appreciated 
conservations that I had with you recently, understanding that ag-
riculture is 25 percent of the economy in your State. Please tell 
Wes Ward that I said hello. It was good chatting with you. 

Senator Boozman, you talk about a critical issue in terms of farm 
loans, direct and guaranteed loans, and you also talk about those 
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loans being available to all farmers. I think as we work through 
some of the challenges, working with our socially disadvantaged 
farmers and ranchers, it will be important to ensure that we have 
those resources in the direct and guaranteed loan program. If I 
have the opportunity to be confirmed, I will work with USDA to en-
sure that through FSA we have the loans full and available to all 
of our Nation’s farmers and ranchers. 

Senator BOOZMAN. Thank you very much. Dr. Bronaugh, in order 
to ensure legal compliance with FOIA, the Federal Records Act, 
other Federal laws, best practices, and to be as transparent as pos-
sible, will you commit to ensuring that those employed at USDA, 
whether they are political appointees or those that serve in the ca-
reer service, use official government email accounts, not personal 
email, when discussing or working on USDA-related business? Will 
you further commit to keeping Congress informed of USDA’s com-
pliance with such laws and principles? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Yes. Senator Boozman, if confirmed, I will make 
sure that all USDA employees comply with all rules and expecta-
tions of the Federal Government. We always want to make sure 
that we are doing business in the most appropriate way. 

Senator BOOZMAN. Also regarding that, if confirmed, will you 
commit, without reservation, to notify Congress in advance of any 
public announcement of any major changes regarding policy deci-
sions, programmatic or otherwise, whether made by you or the De-
partment during your tenure? Further, if confirmed, will you com-
mit to ensuring the Department provides timely responses to stake-
holders seeking assistance or information on programs and prac-
tices impacting the agriculture community? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Boozman, yes. If confirmed, I will com-
mit to timely responses to our important stakeholders, as well as 
to consistent and open communication with Members of Congress. 

Senator BOOZMAN. Good. Also, very importantly, letting Congress 
know, letting the Committee know, in advance, with programmatic 
changes. Those things certainly are expected and very, very help-
ful. With that I yield back. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator Booz-
man. I believe we have Senator Gillibrand is next. 

Senator GILLIBRAND. Thank you, Madam Chairwoman. Thank 
you, Dr. Bronaugh, for being here today, and congratulations on 
your historic nomination. 

First I would like to talk about dairy. In the 2018 Farm Bill, 
there was language that changed the price calculation for Class I 
milk. This change was implemented in 2019, and what it did was 
change the pricing calculation for Class I milk, which previously 
was calculated to use the ‘‘higher of Class III or Class IV price, 
plus applicable Class I differential, to an averaging method of those 
two classes plus $0.74.’’ This current Class I milk pricing cannot 
be changed until May 2021, after which it can be modified, either 
through legislation or an amendment to the Federal Milk Mar-
keting Orders. 

I have heard from our dairy farmers across New York and the 
country who have stated this change has caused dairy farmers col-
lectively to suffer a net loss of hundreds of millions of dollars dur-
ing the almost two years this rule has been in place. Now that we 
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are almost at the full two-year mark for this rule to be changed, 
USDA has an opportunity to resolve this issue by giving farmers 
a chance to revert back to the old method of calculating Class I 
milk by basing it off of the higher of Class III or Class IV price. 
This one change would put money back in dairy farmers’ pockets 
immediately. 

Do you think this is a change we should make? 
Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Gillibrand, it is great to meet you. Dairy 

is the third-largest commodity in the commonwealth of Virginia, 
and I do understand the importance of ensuring that they get sta-
bilized prices for their milk, and we need to support the dairy in-
dustry. 

If confirmed, in terms of the milk pricing rule, I look to learn 
more about the process, and, if confirmed, I will followup with your 
office for further discussion to see what the USDA can do in order 
to move forward with the milk pricing rule. 

Senator GILLIBRAND. Thank you. I think it is really important 
that you listen to farmers on this issue. Not all the organizations 
that purport to speak for them actually do. I would be grateful if 
you could commit to holding Federal Milk Marketing Order hear-
ings and give a chance for amendments to be offered. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Gillibrand, I understand the importance 
of that farmer engagement. It is very important. If confirmed, we 
will be sure to engage in conservations with important dairy stake-
holders and others prior to making decisions. 

Senator GILLIBRAND. Okay. Earlier this week, the USDA an-
nounced that they were extending free school meals for all students 
through 2021–2022 school year by continuing the existing waivers 
that had been granted due to the pandemic. This is welcome news 
and gives both schools and parents peace of mind that children will 
have free school meals for at least one more year. 

However, we do need to go further and make universal free 
school meals a reality even when a pandemic is not present. Dr. 
Bronaugh, can you speak to what the impact of universal school 
meals has had on children’s health, nutrition, and education during 
this pandemic, and will you be a supporter within USDA of a uni-
versal school meals program, even after the pandemic is over? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Gillibrand, you spoke about the impor-
tance of the school waivers, which I think provide an opportunity 
for food during the pandemic, and nutritious food that we can pro-
vide in a safe and healthy way. It provides flexibilities for our 
schools to be able to try to meet those needs. 

In terms of universal free meals, that is something that I think 
would be incredibly important to, one, look at research and data, 
but to rely on conversations with Congress in order to determine 
how to best move forward. If confirmed, I look forward to engaging 
with your office and other members of this Committee to determine 
how we can continue to offer school meals and other nutritional 
support and flexibilities to our school system to do so. 

Senator GILLIBRAND. Thank you. The economic viability of more 
than 1,300 organic farms in New York depends on making sure 
that all organic operations operate under the same rules and that 
all certifiers are interpreting the standards consistently. There are 
several long-overdue rulemakings that are critical to the organic 
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farm sector, including organic livestock and poultry practices, the 
Strengthening Organic Enforcement Rule. 

Today, I want to ask you about one specific rulemaking that is 
long overdue, which is the Origin of Livestock regulation, which 
would close loopholes in the organic standards related to 
transitioning of conventional dairy cows into organic dairy oper-
ations. Those operations that used the loophole to continuously 
transition conventional animals into organic production are gaining 
an economic advantage over the other organic dairy farms that are 
meeting the standard. 

Will you commit to instructing the National Organic Program to 
finalize an enforcement rule on Origin of Livestock as quickly as 
possible so that New York organic dairy operations are not so eco-
nomically disadvantaged? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Gillibrand, I understand the importance 
of the Origin of Livestock rule. If confirmed, I will work with USDA 
to become fully informed on how we will need to move forward with 
this rule, and as such, after guidance we will work with your office 
and any other members of this Committee ensuring that we move 
forward in the appropriate way. 

Senator GILLIBRAND. Thank you, Ms. Bronaugh. I appreciate 
your testimony, and congratulations. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Now Senator 
Ernst. 

Senator ERNST. Thank you, Madam Chair, and thank you as 
well, Dr. Bronaugh. It is wonderful to have you in front of the 
Committee today, and I am very excited about the extensive experi-
ence that you are bringing into this position. 

I do appreciate your dedication to improving farmer mental 
health, and that is an area that I have focused on here in the U.S. 
Senate and worked with Senator Tammy Baldwin. We really ap-
preciate the Farmer Stress and Mental Health Task Force in Vir-
ginia. I think that is a wonderful step forward to ensuring the 
mental health of our farmers and ranchers. Thank you very much 
for that. 

Now one concern that I do have is the use of Executive orders 
by the Biden administration to address climate change and to insti-
tute policy. I am certain that everyone in this room really does care 
about our environment, and, in fact, I would argue that our farm-
ers are our Nation’s first conservationists. I say that all the time. 

That being said, we have seen countless proposals from the 
30x30 land rule to transitioning the Federal fleet to electric vehi-
cles, and just last week we saw USTR announce the need to fight 
climate change with trade policies. 

Clean water, soil, and air are a top priority for our farmers, but 
what I worry is that the Biden administration’s singular focus on 
climate policy could actually create an environment where our 
farmers and producers are not seen as part of the solution but in-
stead they are being targeted as the problem. The path forward 
really does have to be a bipartisan one. 

Will you commit to advocating for our farmers, our producers, 
and rural communities as the administration continues to roll out 
their executive edicts on climate? 
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Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you very much, Senator Ernst, and there 
has been a lot of discussion around climate change. As you men-
tioned, it is a bipartisan effort to move forward. As such, it will be 
critical that we keep our farmers first, in any discussions and deci-
sions that are made in terms of climate change, that anything that 
we do regarding decisions around climate change are voluntary and 
incentive based. 

If I have the opportunity to be confirmed, I will ensure that we 
keep our farmers, ranchers, and landowners first in discussions 
and plans to address climate change and additional efforts in this 
regard. 

Senator ERNST. Thank you very much. Many of those issues, and 
as I just stated, of course working with USTR and some of the an-
nouncements there, what I would like to know from you, of course, 
is how you would work with other agencies like the USTR, the 
EPA, a number of those agencies that have shared Federal jurisdic-
tions, to defend our farmers and producers with the issues that are 
very important to them? How will you work with those other Fed-
eral agencies? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Ernst, for that question. You 
know, it is important that we always work with Federal agencies— 
I call them our sister agencies—to inform them about how the deci-
sions that they make affect our clientele. Things that are related 
to agriculture, forestry, are things that I believe our Nation’s farm-
ers and ranchers and landowners would expect USDA to make crit-
ical decisions about. 

If I have the opportunity to be confirmed, I will commit to work-
ing with Secretary Vilsack to ensure that we stay in contact with 
those agencies, we talk about the impacts of their decisions on our 
clientele, and ensure that we fight for our agricultural producers 
and their rights and needs going forward. 

Senator ERNST. Thank you. I really do appreciate that. I think 
it is important, because decisions made in those other Federal 
agencies obviously impact our farmers and ranchers which heavily. 
Congratulations on your nomination, and I appreciate your testi-
mony today. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Senator Ernst, 

as you were speaking I was thinking that that is why I am so glad 
we passed the Growing Climate Solutions Act as a voluntary pro-
gram through the USDA. Very important. Thank you for your 
questions. 

I am not sure if we have Senator Warnock with us. If he is, he 
would be next up. 

[No response.] 
Chairwoman STABENOW. If not, we will go to Senator Hyde- 

Smith. 
Senator HYDE-SMITH. Thank you, Madam Chairman. I certainly 

appreciate the opportunity to be here today. As a former Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, I know that we did not serve together, but 
I sure hear good things about you. In our visit before, as I told you, 
I am very proud of you today. 

One of the things that I am working on in Mississippi right now 
is very important to me. We have had some great discussions al-
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ready in this hearing about dairy, that is very important, and cli-
mate change. One of the specific things that I am working on, that 
I am going to take this opportunity to discuss with you now, and 
present a question on, is Section 8631 of the 2018 Farm Bill which 
authorized a transfer of 150 acres on the Homochitto National For-
est from the U.S. Forest Service to the Scenic Rivers Development 
Alliance, a regional organization dedicated to rural economic devel-
opment and outdoor recreation, in southwest Mississippi. 

The provision in the farm bill authorizing this transfer would 
specifically support much-needed rural economic development in 
southwest Mississippi. There is a lot going on in that area regard-
ing agriculture, but this is rural economic development that we are 
focusing on right now. 

The Forest Service has worked with the Scenic Rivers and the 
transfer is nearly complete. We are working on a date now for the 
announcement. The development plan for the land includes a lodge- 
style hotel, conference center, and many other amenities that will 
attract visitors to this remote region and pretty part of our State. 
I am confident it will bring tremendous economic benefits to this 
large rural area. It is currently an underserved area, very under-
served. 

An updated master plan for the Homochitto National Forest 
would complement Scenic Rivers’ development plan in a very sig-
nificant way. This is something that we really need from the Forest 
Service. 

If confirmed, with a confidence the transfer will be finalized in 
the coming weeks, will you help ensure the U.S. Forest Service con-
tinues working closely with the Scenic Rivers Development Alliance 
to ensure maximum benefits from this exciting rural economic de-
velopment project? We are very excited about this project because 
there has not been anything in southwest Mississippi in a very 
long time. This is a great opportunity. 

I am just asking you, if you are confirmed, would you continue 
to work and make sure that this comes to fruition, to the best of 
your ability? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Hyde-Smith, it is great to see you. I 
have my genuine Mississippi logo binder right here with me, and 
it is great to talk about all of the great economic development work 
around agriculture that is done in the State of Mississippi. If con-
firmed, I will confer with the Forest Service to ensure that they are 
able to work closely with the Scenic Rivers project and to identify 
any other challenges and issues, and I am happy to followup with 
your office as a followup in this regard. 

Senator HYDE-SMITH. Thank you so very much, because that is 
important. I really look forward to working with you. I think we 
are going to see some very good things. 

My second question. In June 2020, the U.S. International Trade 
Commission announced an initiation of a countervailing duty inves-
tigation on phosphate fertilizer imports from Morocco. I raised this 
issue during Secretary Vilsack’s confirmation hearing. The imposed 
tariffs are currently under appeal. Since the initiation of this case, 
the uncertainty of available fertilizer supplies has driven costs up 
significantly, at a time when commodity prices are just beginning 
to rebound. 
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Now is not the time to increase costs to farmers by as much as 
25 to 30 percent. We are hearing a lot from our farmers, as you 
can imagine, on this cost increase. 

If confirmed, will you ensure that USDA remains engaged with 
the Department of Commerce to be a voice for American agri-
culture producers as this process continues? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Hyde-Smith, if I have the opportunity to 
be confirmed, I look forward to working with Secretary Vilsack and 
the International Trade Commission to ensure that we are in a 
competitive position to have a solid and affordable supply of phos-
phate fertilizer, and to also utilize USDA programs to continue to 
educate our Nation’s producers around the efficient and effective 
use of fertilizer so as not to lead to overfertilization. 

Senator HYDE-SMITH. Thank you very much for that response. 
We are going to get you another genuine Mississippi notebook to 
make sure that that does not wear out, and if it does, you are going 
to have one to replace it. I so appreciate everything you have done 
for agriculture, and I think you are an outstanding nominee and 
look forward to supporting that. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. We will now, I 

believe Senator Brown is with us, so we will turn to Senator 
Brown, and then as we are monitoring who is available and who 
is here in the room at the moment, it would be Senator Brown and 
then Senator Tuberville, who is here in person, and then Senator 
Warnock would be the next three, as the situation is currently in 
front of us. 

Senator Brown. 
Senator BROWN. Thank you, Madam Chair, and I see on the 

screen my friend, Senator Warnock, who is also coming back to the 
Banking and Housing Committee. In his first year in the Senate 
he has seen the complexities of even schedule, so thank you, Sen-
ator Stabenow, for that. 

Dr. Bronaugh, congratulations on your nomination. I was pleased 
to learn, when we spoke a few weeks ag—I very much enjoyed our 
telephone conversation—that you spent a few years living in Toledo 
and teaching at Bowling Green State University, one of our great 
State universities in my State. I would be more than happy, after 
you are confirmed, and I plan to support you and I am very con-
fident you will be confirmed, to welcome you back to northwest 
Ohio, perhaps, this time to talk about soil health in the Western 
Lake Erie Basin and algae blooms, and the challenges for the 
shallowest of the Great Lakes, the shallowest 30 or 40 feet in the 
Western Basin. 

As I may have told you, my favorite Lake Erie trivia is that Lake 
Erie, of all the Great Lakes’ water, Lake Erie is two percent of the 
water but has 50 percent of the fish of all the Great Lakes, and 
that is why it is so, so important that lake be clean. 

You had first-hand experience as an Extension agent, and we 
talked. Do Extension agents have the tools they need to stay rel-
evant to farmers in rural communities? If the answer is not quite 
a resounding yes, how do we improve this service to help commu-
nities and American agriculture tackle 21st century problems? 
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Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Brown, and it is great to 
talk to you about my time at Bowling Green State University. I ap-
preciate the education and some of the reminders about the great 
town of Bowling Green and that university. 

I come from a background of cooperative extension, which has, I 
think, some of the most powerful networks of really providing re-
search-based information to make important change. There is that 
outreach that extends to most counties all across the Nation, and 
it is a powerful network. I think there is power in the partnership 
with the land grant institutions, in order to be able to provide the 
latest in research-based information, science-based information 
that translates into effective agricultural practices. 

In Virginia, we are concerned about financial resources to sup-
port our Extension agents, to make sure that they receive the pro-
fessional development that they need, because they are still valued. 
I think we have great opportunities to really further engage them, 
and as you said, some of the new concerns that we have as our 
world continues to change and our emphasis refocus in all areas. 

If confirmed, I very much look forward to working with our re-
sources—NIFA, ARS, ERS, and others—to fully engage our Exten-
sion professionals in fully ensuring that they can meet the chal-
lenges that face us all today. 

Senator BROWN. Thank you. Talk, if you would, as your experi-
ence as Commissioner of Agriculture, describe your work on rural 
mental health and the best practices to strengthen these programs. 
Ohio has been terribly afflicted with mental health issues coming 
out of opioid addiction, coming out of this COVID, coming out of 
isolation in rural areas, coming out of rural poverty, all of that that 
I know you saw especially in southwest Virginia when you were the 
State Commissioner of Agriculture. Talk about what we do with 
rural mental health. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Brown, I appreciate the opportunity to 
respond, and I will say from a personal standpoint it really started 
with my engagement with dairy farmers, who, when you think 
about the role that a dairy farmer has in milking 365 days a year, 
twice a day, sometimes more, no breaks, conversations with dairy 
farmers personally really informed me of some of the challenges. 
We saw many challenges. 

I also remember the president of our Virginia Farm Bureau, who 
is a very successful farmer by all standards, very successful person, 
and he personally talked about sending his son to Virginia Tech 
with the plans to take over the family farm, and he said, ‘‘I don’t 
know if there will be a family farm for him to take over.’’ He said, 
‘‘I am stressed out about it, and I wanted to make sure I talked 
with someone.’’ He looked me in the eye, and he said, ‘‘I need you 
to do something about it.’’ I took that very seriously as I embarked 
on various conversations. 

We did form a Farmer Stress Task Force, and, one, we wanted 
to raise the level of awareness of farmer stress; two, we wanted to 
identify resources that farmers could access if they needed help, be-
cause we all know our farmers and ranchers are very proud indi-
viduals, who will work through any circumstances, and as I said 
in my opening remarks, stay eternally optimistic. 
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We are doing that in addition to training Extension agents on 
how to identify when a farmer or landowner was stressed and 
needed assistance, and also working on helping farmers and ranch-
ers with working on their finances and being able to determine how 
they can really make decisions about what they are going to do to 
continue to operate or even to opt out, are some of the strategies 
that we have utilized in Virginia, and other States have done so 
as well. 

If I have the opportunity to be confirmed, I would look forward 
to moving forward with how to continue to address that. 

Senator BROWN. Thank you. You have my enthusiastic support. 
I would only add—I know my time has expired, Chair Stabenow— 
that I grew up milking. I hear those stories that you share. Even 
though this was 40 years ago, I hear those stories. I grew up work-
ing, milking Holsteins and Guernseys, mostly Guernseys in those 
days, which shows how old I am. I certainly heard those stories of 
how do we hand this farm over to the next generation and the 
mental health issues that swirl around it. 

Thank you very much. Thanks, Madam Chair. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Senator 

Tuberville. 
Senator TUBERVILLE. Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you, Doc-

tor, for that comment on mental health. Our farmers have really 
struggled over the last year with this pandemic. Sometimes they 
are forgotten in those critical areas. I really enjoyed your visit last 
week. 

Dr. Bronaugh, Alabama’s farmers and rural communities consist-
ently work directly with the Department of Agriculture. It is a vital 
Federal department that citizens in Alabama must have a working 
relationship with and open line of dialog. 

From the fields of our commodity producers to the school cafe-
terias and all the rural development needs, including broadband 
deployment, your job with USDA is across a vast area of policy, but 
it also includes direct access to citizens across the country. 

Diversified family farms crisscross all over my home State of Ala-
bama and we must ensure they continue for decades to come. Most 
of these small businesses have been in the family for generations 
and we cannot allow any government policies to drive them out of 
business. Farmers already have it tough competing against Mother 
Nature and the world market prices. 

Although you do not have a lot of background in production agri-
culture, how will you implement policy and develop strategies that 
keep our rural communities and family farms thriving for the fu-
ture? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator. That is a great question, 
and I think one of the greatest challenges that we face in our fam-
ily farms is how do we find adequate markets for products? I think 
that is always that question, of how do we identify those markets. 
It will certainly be important to look at all of our options, including 
how we can more fully engage in products internationally, in inter-
national exports, how we can be competitive, either in new market 
opportunities or more competitive in our current trade agreements. 

I think we also want to look at how we can consider opportuni-
ties in local and regional markets. I think they provide great oppor-
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tunities that will help continue to provide economic opportunities 
for our farmers and ranchers, and even more today, the ability to 
address important climate change goals and conservation practices. 
Those provide considerable market benefits for all of our products, 
for them to be able to engage in renewable energy, bio-based mar-
kets, ecosystems markets. There are significant opportunities 
around our conservation and climate change goals that I think can 
further support our farmers and ranchers, all of our farmers and 
ranchers. 

If I have the opportunity to be confirmed, I will work with USDA 
programs, and Secretary Vilsack, to ensure that we can engage our 
farmers and ranchers in as many market opportunities as possible, 
and to utilize our programs and resources to support our farmers. 

Senator TUBERVILLE. Thank you. You know, given your back-
grounds serving as a State Director with the Farm Service Agency, 
Alabama has suffered in the past with unstaffed and deficient of-
fices and county offices around the State. In your testimony, you 
talked about the hands-on approach with visiting county offices 
and State directors. I hope your experience in seeing these offices 
and their needs can assist you as you will now have nationwide ex-
posure to FSA offices. 

How will you maintain FSA offices, and specifically, will you 
commit to using all hiring authorities to keep Alabama FSA offices 
fully staffed and trained, because we have terrible storms, and 
have had terrible storms, and we need to be fully staffed. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator, for that question, and I rec-
ognize again the reason that I visited those offices, because I want-
ed to learn about how the staff and the work in those offices im-
pacts the clientele that they serve. Certainly our staff in FSA of-
fices need to be recognized for the hard work and dedication that 
they have provided, even during the pandemic, in providing critical 
services to our farmers and ranchers. They are in a very important 
place. 

I understand the staffing needs, and if I have the opportunity to 
be confirmed, I look forward to learning more, as I do not have spe-
cific details about current staffing levels. I did remember Secretary 
Vilsack, in a recent hearing, talking about flexibilities and allowing 
staff options to telework or work face-to-face in the office. We will 
think about creative opportunities to try to address those staffing 
needs, while we continue to work to keep the current workers in 
the office safe. I look forward to, if confirmed, fully looking at the 
staffing needs in the FSA office. 

Senator TUBERVILLE. Thank you, Doctor. Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Next we have 
Senator Luján, and then next it will be Senator Marshall. 

Senator LUJÁN. Thank you so much, Madam Chair Stabenow. It 
is an honor to be with you again today, and thank you for this im-
portant hearing, and the markup today, as well, and successful 
support from all of our colleagues. I also want to recognize Ranking 
Member Boozman for holding this hearing today as well. The im-
portance of having the full slate of leadership positions confirmed 
at USDA is essential to addressing the pressing issues facing the 
diverse populations that rely on USDA service. 
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I am eager to work with the Chairwoman on getting those key 
positions confirmed. I look forward to working with Secretary 
Vilsack and his team to increase opportunities for value-added ag-
riculture, acknowledge traditional land and food use and USDA 
programs, address past discriminatory practices and expand out-
reach to those impacted communities. 

I would also be remiss if I did not just recognize the work that 
Secretary Vilsack and his team did to already help some farmers 
that were discriminated against under the previous administration, 
and to be able to make them whole. I just want to express my grat-
itude to the Secretary for that. 

Now historically underserved farmer outreach, Dr. Bronaugh, is 
something very important to me. Now you have a very impressive 
resume. What strikes me the most about your background is the 
breadth of your experience. Importantly, you have held positions at 
the Federal, State, and university level. Farmers and ranchers in 
New Mexico have been impacted by these past negative practices 
at the USDA, and I am grateful that this Committee and Congress 
have identified these shortcomings as a top priority to be addressed 
by this administration, and as I opened, have already been recog-
nized and corrective action has been taken by Secretary Vilsack 
and his team. 

In addition to the diverse population of farmers and ranchers in 
my State, we also produce a diverse set of products, such as the 
world-famous and best-in-the-world green chile. You can find it on 
everything that we serve and everywhere that it goes, and to my 
colleagues up in Colorado, you can be grateful for that chile seed 
being produced in New Mexico, as well, for those chile products 
that they benefit from. Whether you are having green chile or you 
are having Chimayo red, pecans, dairy, cheese, chances are if you 
are eating pizza in the western part of America you are getting 
mozzarella from New Mexico. 

We also pride ourselves on our historic land use and our access, 
traditionally Hispanic communities, programs for Native American 
farmers and producers. As we develop farm assistance programs, 
we must recognize the unique needs of farmers across the Nation, 
and make sure the USDA’s policymaking reflects the diversity of 
our Nation’s farming communities. 

Will you work with me to address USDA’s past discriminatory 
practices and history of ineffective outreach to historically under-
served populations? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Luján, it is a pleasure to see you today, 
and I have had the opportunity—you have a great Ag Commis-
sioner in New Mexico, and I had an opportunity to visit, and the 
green chiles were a little hot for me but it was very good to have 
that opportunity. 

You know, you bring up a very important point about socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and farmers of color. I think 
the Biden administration has been clear about making racial eq-
uity a priority. Secretary Vilsack, as you stated, has been also fully 
committed as we recognize that we have been impacted by the cu-
mulative effects of years of not addressing policies and regulations 
and guidelines that have impacted our farmers of color who bring 
a great amount of value to agricultural production. 
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We have been fortunate, with recent funding through the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan, to have resources to address the needs of socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. If I have the opportunity to 
be confirmed I look forward in engaging with the USDA to expand 
the work that we are currently doing to ensure that we remove 
barriers, provide technical assistance and outreach to engage all of 
our farmers and ranchers of color. 

Senator LUJÁN. Dr. Bronaugh, how do you plan on bringing a 
fresh approach to how USDA conducts outreach to these popu-
lations? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Luján. One of the things 
that you mentioned is my varied background, and one of the things 
that I was able to learn on the ground, especially working with Ex-
tension and doing work at the university was, you know, the type 
of outreach. We have many opportunities to engage people in so-
cially disadvantaged communities’ trust. I have been able to work 
with community-based organizations and faith-based organizations, 
working with Tribal leaders and others in order to ensure that crit-
ical resources get to those communities to further engage them. 

If I am confirmed, I look forward to engaging with all of our 
stakeholders to determine how we can get information out effec-
tively, it reaches the audiences we need to serve, that they under-
stand how to use the resources and tools at USDA and can be fully 
engaged in our programs. 

Senator LUJÁN. Thank you. Madam Chair Stabenow, I do have 
a few other questions. I will submit them into the record so we can 
just get a response there. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Absolutely. 
Senator LUJÁN. I definitely want to thank Dr. Bronaugh for 

being here today, and I yield back the balance of my time. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you so much. 
Senator Marshall. 
Senator MARSHALL. Thank you, Madam Chair, and I just wanted 

to start by saying thank you and congratulations on getting the 
Growing Climate Solutions Act of 2021 out of Committee, Ranking 
Member Boozman, Senator Braun as well. We probably will not 
make the news tonight, but this may be the most significant legis-
lation that comes out of this body this year. This is an example of 
how it is supposed to work up here. I appreciate you letting a 
freshman Senator from Kansas having some input on the bill, and 
truly believe that we can take two plus two, using your ideas, our 
ideas, and make eight out of it. Congratulations, and really, thank 
you from all the ag producers in the State of Kansas for letting us 
give input on that bill. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you so much for your support 
and input. 

Senator MARSHALL. You are welcome. I will turn now, of course, 
to Dr. Bronaugh. It is great to meet you virtually. I want to talk 
about biofuels for just a second. Farmers and ranchers are the 
original conservationists. Nobody is more motivated to leave our 
environment cleaner, healthier, safer, for our children, for our 
grandchildren than farmers and ranchers. I think biofuels can have 
a great impact on that and for this entire world. 
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I am convinced that the carbon footprint of a renewable diesel or 
biodiesel-driven cars, tractors have a lower carbon output from 
start to finish. When you look through the whole cycle of making 
everything that goes in that car or truck, to the tailpipe emission, 
to the final disposal of that, that they will have a lower carbon foot-
print than electric cars. I am just curious about your thoughts on 
biofuels. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Marshall, it is great to see you and chat 
with you about all the creative work you all are doing in the State 
of Kansas. You know, we think about, you mentioned the Growing 
Climate Solutions Act and all of our work that we will do to ad-
dress climate change, and, you know, we will be challenged to use 
many tools in our tool belt for doing so. The use of biofuels, eth-
anol, and bioenergy have a critical role to play in helping to reduce 
carbon emissions and helping to address critical climate change 
goals. 

I think it will be very important to educate people on the envi-
ronmental benefits of biofuels and bioenergy, to expand uses for 
bioenergy—you know, there are opportunities with uses in sustain-
able jet fuel, in the fleet of vehicles at USDA and our sister agen-
cies—and really promote renewable fuels production and infra-
structure development so we can expand the use of biofuels, and 
more people can purchase biofuel. That we can also think about 
how we can utilize bioenergy production and renewable fuels to cre-
ate clean energy job throughout rural America. 

If I have the opportunity to be confirmed, I will join Secretary 
Vilsack and members of the industry, corn industry and others, in 
fully supporting the use of biofuels and bioenergy to reach impor-
tant climate change goals. 

Senator MARSHALL. Thank you for that answer, and we do appre-
ciate your support. 

I want to talk just for a second about NIFA and ERS, that those 
offices were moved to the greater Kansas City metro area. Gosh, 
it feels like two years ago that I was there welcoming them. The 
whole concept is, No. 1, it would save American taxpayers hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars by having that office located in Kan-
sas City as opposed to expensive realestate in Washington, DC.— 
the cost of living is a little bit less there—but more importantly, 
putting those offices closer to the people who use those services. 

We just want to know your commitment to keep those offices 
there in Kansas City and see this mission through. It was given 
years of study and it was felt like that was the best solution. We 
are proud to have them there. We are very proud that they are in 
triangle of agriculture, education, excellence. All my hats off to the 
Virginia schools, but we are very proud of the opportunities there 
in Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, just to say a few States right 
there. 

How would you feel about supporting keeping those offices there? 
Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Marshall, for that question. 

You know, I have read about the move of NIFA and ERS. Certainly 
Kansas is a great State. I do understand, from reading an Office 
of Personnel Management survey, that the change did affect staff-
ing challenges. I have not discussed any details about how USDA 
will move forward with regards to a Kansas City location or other 
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locations. You know, I am sure that Secretary Vilsack is aware of 
how we will move forward, and, if confirmed, I look forward to en-
gaging with the Secretary regarding any other decisions around 
NIFA and ERS. 

Senator MARSHALL. Thank you so much, and I yield back. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator. Senator 

Warnock is next, and then Senator Grassley. 
Senator WARNOCK. Thank you so much, Madam Chair, and Dr. 

Bronaugh, congratulations on your historic nomination to be Dep-
uty Secretary of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Your resume 
speaks for itself, Commissioner of Ag for the State of Virginia, 
State Director of the Farm Service Agency, Dean at Virginia State. 
You are more than qualified, and you are indeed the right pick for 
the job. 

I also appreciate the time that we had the other day, discussing 
some of my priorities ahead of today’s hearing. As you know, I am 
very pleased to have my Emergency Relief for Farmers of Color Act 
included in the American Rescue Plan, signed into law by Presi-
dent Biden. This targeted relief, including debt relief on out-
standing USDA loans, and $1 billion in investment will help farm-
ers of color recover from the economic impact of the COVID–19 
pandemic, while also beginning the long process of addressing 
years—decades, really—of systemic racial discrimination against 
farmers of color at the hands of their own U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. 

Dr. Bronaugh, if confirmed, you and your office will play a crit-
ical role in implementing these provisions for farmers of color. Do 
I have your commitment to work with me and others on the imple-
mentation of these provisions? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Warnock, great to see you, and I appre-
ciate the opportunity to speak with you earlier this week. You 
know, I talked about the commitment of addressing racial equity. 
We have lost 90 percent of black farmers over the years, and that 
is a critical loss. Secretary Vilsack has spoken publicly that he 
looks forward to me working with him to help address this issue. 
We have been fortunate to receive funding from the American Res-
cue Plan, as you noted, to be able to support our farmers and 
ranchers of color. 

We are also fortunate that we will have funds to establish an eq-
uity commission, which I imagine I will be engaged with, and a ra-
cial justice and equity working group, who is already identifying 
gaps and barriers to programs. I would imagine I will be closely in-
volved with that. If I have the opportunity to be confirmed, will 
work with members of this Committee and other important stake-
holders in ways that I will be closely engaged in moving forward 
to address this important issue. 

Senator WARNOCK. Well, I am grateful to know that you will en-
sure that the voices of farmers of color are heard at the highest lev-
els of our U.S. Department of Agriculture. It is something I have 
also discussed with Secretary Vilsack, and he is very much aware 
of my concerns there, and again, decades of discrimination and 
deep disappointment, which has led to deep distrust, and under-
standably so from farmers of color. All of this, of course, exacer-
bated by the pandemic. 
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As we look ahead, Georgia farmers are seeking guidance from 
the USDA on the implementation of these provisions. They need 
guidance on how debt relief will be administered, and a better un-
derstanding of just how they can provide input in regard to the $1 
billion in investments aimed at supporting farmers of color. 

A concern that I keep hearing from farmers of color who are, 
again, encouraged by the legislation but, honestly, they said, ‘‘Sen-
ator, we are worried, and we are concerned that we are going to 
get disappointed again.’’ They are frustrated, in the meantime, that 
their loan payments have not been paused by the USDA as it 
stands up these programs. They have concerns about engaging with 
their local Farm Service Agency. 

Dr. Bronaugh, if confirmed, what is your plan for ensuring that 
these concerns are being heard and addressed as the USDA works 
behind the scenes to stand up these programs? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Warnock, you bring up some very valid 
points, and, you know, we talked about this in our phone call, and 
we have a lot of opportunities. I think what is very important is 
as we have—and I acknowledge the distrust that you stated, be-
cause it is important to not talk the talk but to walk the walk. We 
have received funding, again, from the American Rescue Plan. 

There is something that I learned from my work in Extension. 
There is something called outputs and there is something called 
impact. I think, going forward, as we work through ensuring that 
these resources are made available, we have the output. We have 
gotten the resources. I think it is going to be important for us to 
establish a way to measure, to gather the right data to ensure that 
we are making impact. Because the outputs are good, but if we are 
not making the impact, then we are not reaching the goal. 

Being able to ensure that we gather the right data, that we fol-
lowup with accountability measures, and we are able to translate 
that and see the translation into impacts for farmers of color will 
be critically important. If I have the opportunity to be confirmed 
as Deputy Secretary, I imagine that I will be closely engaged in my 
role with ensuring that we follow those accountability measures 
and make that impact. 

Senator WARNOCK. Thank you so much, Dr. Bronaugh. Again, 
congratulations on your nomination. I look forward to supporting 
your confirmation on the floor, and also having you and Secretary 
Vilsack come to Georgia to meet with farmers of color. Again, 
thanks. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator. Now 
Senator Grassley. 

Senator GRASSLEY. Congratulations, Dr. Bronaugh. My first 
question was going to be what Senator Tuberville said to you about 
the FSA offices, so I do not have to ask that. I know that you have 
been in charge of those offices on a very direct basis, so I know you 
know their importance. 

I am going to start with interest to read about your work in 
launching the Farmer Stress Task Force to raise awareness and to 
coordinate resources to address farmer stress and mental health 
issues. Over the recent years, we have seen too high of a suicide 
rate among farmers. Senator Tester and I introduced a bipartisan 
bill to raise the awareness about mental health among farmers. 
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The Seeding Rural Resilience Act was passed by Congress, signed 
into law last year. The bill will improve mental health care for 
farming families by implementing suicide prevention training pro-
grams at USDA, and I would see the FSA offices as being very 
prime in that effort. 

What parts of your Farmer Stress Task Force have worked well 
in the State of Virginia and could be implemented at the Federal 
level? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Grassley. It is very nice to 
meet you, and I appreciate you giving me an opportunity to talk 
a little bit more about the Farmer Stress efforts. I would say, from 
my experience, being able to educate and empower more people to 
identify stress issues and mental health issues amongst our farm-
ers and ranchers—and I would dare say it is not just our farmers 
and ranchers, it is also the family members and folks who are clos-
est to these family members—who need help. 

As we have been able to move forward, we have utilized Exten-
sion, but I think we also have a great opportunity to educate our 
CEDs and county offices to be able to identify stress, because farm-
ers will open up to people whom they trust, and if they can trust 
people to be there and to provide guidance and to identify when 
there is an issue, we have the greatest opportunity to address the 
issue. 

As I think about how we will move forward, being able to utilize 
people who work in local offices, whether it is NRCS, Rural Devel-
opment, or other offices, to be able to identify key issues is going 
to be powerful in helping us to address the issues. Also, I think 
States have greatly benefited from the Farm and Ranch Stress As-
sistance Network funding. As I have stated at VDACS, that was 
going to be something that having that resource at the State level 
would be incredibly important in conducting training and more out-
reach. 

If confirmed, I look forward to the efforts that we can take at 
USDA to address this critical issue. 

Senator GRASSLEY. There is an Executive order that President 
Biden signed on January 29th that proposes a conservator retire 30 
percent of the agricultural land by 2030. I suppose it is not fair for 
me to ask whether you support that Executive order, because you 
did not have anything to do with it. Widespread retiring of one- 
third of the farmland is going to affect how we are going to feed 
nine billion people midterm of this century. How do you think that 
kind of removal of farmland from production would impact agri-
culture, besides the fact that it is going to make it more difficult 
to feed nine billion people? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Grassley. You talk about the 
importance of working to feed nine billion people by 2050. I also 
understand that this, 30x30, is a priority of this administration, so 
we are going to have to work together to determine how, one, we 
can get farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners engaged in regen-
erative agriculture—many have been for quite a long time. 

It is important that I highlight that it is not just going to be land 
that is in conservation but our working lands that are going to be 
very critical. Our farmers, ranchers, and landowners have a long 
history of stewardship, and the utilization of working land, vol-
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untary, incentive-based, that we can collect locally with conserva-
tion efforts will be critical in moving forward. We will continue to 
determine how we can utilize working lands as an integral part of 
addressing 30x30 goals, the challenges. 

If confirmed, I look forward to working with members of this 
Committee, also with our farmers and ranchers, important stake-
holders and organizations to determine how we can reach this goal 
and utilize our current effort in working lands in doing so. 

Senator GRASSLEY. Thank you, Madam Chairman. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator Grass-

ley. Now we have Senator Hoeven. I think he is with us remotely. 
Senator HOEVEN. Thank you, Madam Chairman. Dr. Bronaugh, 

great to see you again. Thanks so much for visiting with me the 
other day. I really appreciate it and spending so much time talking 
about important ag issues. Again, very much appreciated. 

One of the things I emphasized to you is we worked hard to get 
the Quality Loss Adjustment program, QLA program, and the 
WIC+. I think WIC+ may be something we are going to have to 
continue. I am already hearing from some farmers in that regard. 

My first question is, will you work with us to make sure that we 
get the WIC+, and particularly the QLA, out the door as soon as 
we can, in line with the program parameters that we put into legis-
lation? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Hoeven, it is great to see you, and I am 
very relieved that the fact that I went to James Madison Univer-
sity is not a reason that you do not plan to confirm me—— 

[Laughter.] 
Senator HOEVEN. We have a great rivalry there, between NDSU 

and James Madison. That is going to be fun. 
Ms. BRONAUGH. We hopefully can talk about that going forward. 

You mentioned the WIC+ and QLA. I always, you know, think of 
disaster assistance programs, it is not if the next disaster will hap-
pen, it is when the next disaster will happen. If I have the oppor-
tunity to be confirmed, I look forward to learning more about the 
status of these important programs, and, as such, I am happy to 
followup with your office in determining the most appropriate way 
to move forward. I know they are very important programs. I seek 
to learn a little bit more. Certainly I want to support any efforts 
for addressing disaster assistance that we have available. 

Senator HOEVEN. Thank you. That is an absolute priority, and I 
have worked a lot with our Ranking Member as well as the Chair-
woman on those programs, so I appreciate that. 

Also, I know a program that is going to be very important to the 
Chair is the carbon capture program, and, of course, there is legis-
lation that she has led on that. I am certainly willing to work on 
it, as I have told her and I told you. Can you assure me that we 
are going to make sure that whatever we do in regard to the car-
bon capture programs that they are farmer friendly? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Hoeven, you bring up a very important 
point. For those of us who have committed years of work in agri-
culture, we understand the importance of any new efforts, espe-
cially one around the notion of a carbon bank, carbon capture ef-
forts, that they absolutely be voluntary and incentive-based, and 
provide market opportunities for our farmers and ranchers. 
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In effort to move forward it is going to be very important that 
we engage, actively engage, our agricultural producers in how we 
move forward in the most effective way, that brings benefit to 
them, that utilizes the practices that they have been doing for 
years, and that we really move forward with a common-sense ap-
proach to addressing climate change. Also an effort that we have 
around job creation, in terms of agriculture conservation and other 
important businesses. 

If confirmed, I look forward to fully engaging our farmers, ranch-
ers, and landowners in any efforts to address climate change and 
to establish a carbon bank. 

Senator HOEVEN. Will you commit to ensure that the CCC fund-
ing, Commodity Credit Corp, continues to go for the priorities in 
the farm bill, as it always has? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Hoeven, I clearly understand that the 
purpose of the CCC is to support important farm bill programs, 
and, if confirmed, I look forward to working with Secretary Vilsack 
to learn more about the use of the CCC. 

Senator HOEVEN. We need to get you to North Dakota, and you 
need to see what we are doing at Grand Farm. I know you know 
a little bit about it, because we talked about it. Also we worked to 
put in place the RISE program and fund it. We put money in it 
the last two cycles, and we will do it again through ag appropria-
tions. Will you come out and see it, and will you help make sure 
that we enable them to access the RISE program to continue to do 
amazing things in precision ag? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Yes, I appreciate the opportunity, Senator 
Hoeven, to visit Grand Farm and all the work that you are doing 
in innovation and the use of precision agriculture, which is very 
important, and, if confirmed, I look forward to visiting, to learn 
more about that important work and opportunities to support the 
work that is being done out there. 

Senator HOEVEN. Well, that is good because we are also then 
going to give you a tour of NDSU, and I don’t know if you should 
wear your James Madison jacket or not. I will leave that entirely 
up to you. 

I do have some other questions for the record, Madam Chair, 
which I will submit, regarding livestock. We are a cow-calf State, 
livestock ranching, extremely important to us. The sugar program, 
in the Red River Valley in the north, that is a $3 billion industry. 
Then crop insurance is our No. 1 risk management tool. We feel 
that it has to be strongly supported. 

I will add a few more questions for the record, but being respect-
ful of my time here I will wrap. Just, again, thank you, Dr. 
Bronaugh. I really appreciate our opportunities to visit and the 
way that you have approached these important issues. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Hoeven, and I would not 
wear my purple and gold when I come to North Dakota. 

Senator HOEVEN. Fantastic. Thank you. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Well, thank you, Senator Hoeven, and 

you mentioned a number of things, issues that you and I both care 
deeply about. I just want to say, you have never invited me to 
North Dakota to get a tour, so I am a little hurt right now. Maybe 
I can tag along. 
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Senator HOEVEN. Madam Chair, you are invited any time. You 
know that. We would love to have you out there. 

Chairwoman STABENOW. All right. 
Senator HOEVEN. Thank you. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. I will take you up on it. 
Now, Senator Braun. 
Senator BRAUN. Thank you, Madam Chair. Dr. Bronaugh, good 

to talk to you here today. I am lucky that I still, each week, go 
back to my farm in Indiana. I am a tree farmer, and to the extent 
I can still be involved in the row crop side of agriculture, that I 
have been a part of for over 30 years, it is kind of my therapy for 
this new job. 

I have got a question. I have heard concern, especially since we 
just got the Growing Climate Solutions Act out of Committee, 
which, of course, aligns farmers, both tree and ag, with these pri-
vate voluntary markets. Some of the reservations that we had to 
work through, at least on my side of the aisle, to get to this point, 
would have been addressing the conversation around the Com-
modity Credit Corporation being involved in a carbon bank. 

Things can evolve in a direction on any issue with time, but I 
think here we have just gotten to a place where, if that did occur— 
and I would love to hear your opinion and what you might advise 
to President Biden—I think it would set us back significantly. 

I think to get bipartisanship out of the gate on this serious issue, 
the more we can do it through technology, innovation, and through 
the private sector, especially maybe in light of the financial condi-
tion of the Federal Government currently, I would like to hear your 
comments on that, please. 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Braun. Great question. Of 
course, we have an opportunity to work very closely with private 
industry in regard to how we move forward. 

In regard to the use of the CCC, again, I understand that its crit-
ical role is to support our farm bill programs, and again, you know, 
I am not yet at USDA, but if I have the opportunity to be con-
firmed, will assure that speak with Secretary Vilsack on how we 
will move forward with the use of the CCC. 

Senator BRAUN. I do hope that you will, because I think that in 
the year and a half that I have been on our Senate Climate Cau-
cus, we have made so much headway getting it to be a bipartisan 
discussion. I think there are certain things that would undermine 
that if it is not given careful consideration. 

One other question. What is your view on the Phase 1 agreement 
between U.S. and China? Do you believe that President Biden, 
should you get the post, are you going to advise him to enforce the 
deal? In my conversation with Hoosier farmers, I constantly hear 
that they think that that was a part of getting through a tough pe-
riod with a tough counterpart and negotiator, on the part of the 
Chinese. What is your recommendation there in terms of, did you 
like it, and would you advise to continue it? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Braun, great question. Certainly China 
is a huge market for United States agricultural products. Secretary 
Vilsack has been clear about working to engage in many of our ex-
port opportunities. I think there is a need to understand the mar-
ket of China and ways that we can engage with China. We have 
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seen benefits in their purchases of corn, wheat, sorghum, cotton, 
and other proteins. 

If I have the opportunity to be confirmed, I look forward to work-
ing with Secretary Vilsack, with the White House, the State De-
partment, and the U.S. Trade Representative’s Office to determine 
how we can move forward with China as a very big export market. 

Senator BRAUN. I think my advice, from being so deeply involved 
in agriculture, is that it was kind of working, and do not be be-
guiled by the Chinese. I think the one thing we have learned across 
any conversation with them is what they do now may not represent 
what their true motives, or what they might do down the road. I 
think they do respect when you take a stance with them, that 
make sure that we are thinking long term. They certainly do. 

Thank you for your time. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator Braun. 

I believe that Senator Thune is with us, remotely, I believe. 
Senator THUNE. Madam Chair, let me start by, Dr. Bronaugh, 

congratulations on your nomination. There is obviously a lot of talk 
today about climate, given the President’s ongoing climate summit. 
During the first week in office, January 27th, the President issued 
a climate change executive order, which included the directive for 
USDA and other departments to come up with recommendation to 
conserve at least 30 percent of our land and waters by 2030, com-
monly referred to as 30x30. 

While the details on this directive have not been released yet, I 
have already heard from ranchers and landowners in South Dakota 
who are concerned about potential measures this administration 
may pursue to meet 30x30, including Federal land acquisitions and 
burdensome regulations on private landowners. Those are concerns 
that I share. The Federal Government, in my view, should not be 
acquiring more land when it is often not able to properly manage 
the Federal lands it already possesses. 

My question is, what are your views on the 30x30 directive, and, 
if confirmed, what efforts would you take to ensure this directive 
does not ultimately result in efforts to acquire more Federal land 
and to impose onerous regulations on private landowners? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Thune, great to see you. You mentioned 
this is an administrative goal, and one thing I want to highlight 
again is the fact that we will have to consider different lands, and 
working lands will be critically important and being at the center 
of this issue. We need to keep working lands working. 

We have an opportunity to partner with our farmers, forest land-
owners and others in a way to do that, and recognizing the history 
of stewardship, to honor property rights and to assure that we have 
voluntary, incentive-based opportunities for our farmers and our 
forest landowners to participate. If confirmed, I will ensure that we 
continue to work in local efforts, in a collaborative way, to ensure 
that we keep our working lands working and help meet important 
climate change goals. 

Senator THUNE. Okay. I agree with you 100 percent on that. I 
think the question is, should our landowners out there be worried 
about the Federal Government acquiring more land? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Thune, I think that there will be a lot 
more opportunities to make decisions about how we move forward 
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in engaging with that, and, if confirmed, I look forward to hearing 
more and learning more regarding how we need to move forward. 

Senator THUNE. You will be hearing a lot from us, at least from 
the people I represent, when it comes to land acquisition. I just 
think that that is an issue that really should not be a part of this 
conversation, given the vast amount of Federal land that the Fed-
eral Government already owns and operates and manages, and 
many of the issues we have associated with those. 

Which brings me to my second point, and that is I just want to 
raise the issue of the forest. We just had a big timber plant close 
in South Dakota, in a community where those jobs are pretty much 
the entire community, and families are affected by that. 

I have long advocated, I think as you know because I mentioned 
this to you on our phone call, for a robust timber sale program in 
order to mitigate the risk of wildfires and to support the local econ-
omy. 

Could you tell me what your views are on proactive management 
of our forests, and, if confirmed, will you commit to working with 
me and stakeholders on a path forward for the timber sale program 
that appropriately balances the health of the forest and the health 
of the regional economy? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Thank you, Senator Thune. I appreciate our con-
versation about the Black Hills timber sawmill and the impact that 
it had on job loss in your State. I think it is critically important 
that as we move forward we think about and focus on ensuring 
that we increase the scale and pace of forest management. I know 
there are opportunities to support wood products, sustainable bio-
energy. If I have the opportunity to be confirmed, I will work with 
the Forest Service, work with members of this Committee to deter-
mine how we can fully protect and manage our forests, but also 
fully benefit from wood products and sustainable bioenergy and 
biobased materials. 

Senator THUNE. My last question has to do with the issue of 
Country of Origin labeling. I have sent a letter to USDA requesting 
the Department address a loophole that has allowed beef from cat-
tle that were not born, raised, and harvested in the United States 
to be labeled as Product of the USA. USDA initiated the rule-
making process, but a rule has not been finalized. 

If confirmed, how would you approach closing this loophole and 
ensuring accurate labeling of meat products? 

Ms. BRONAUGH. Senator Thune, that is a great question. Country 
of Origin labeling is something that I am familiar, in under-
standing that there have been some challenges with world trade or-
ganizations’ determination, and I seek to learn more about that 
issue. I look forward to getting briefed, once confirmed, about 
Country of Origin labeling and the most appropriate way to move 
forward, and will be happy to followup with your office and other 
members of this Committee in talking about the best way to move 
forward with that issue. 

Senator THUNE. Thank you. 
Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator Thune. 
We have now reached the end of our confirmation hearing, and 

I want to thank you again, Dr. Bronaugh, for being here. It is clear 
to me you have very strong experience as an advocate for farmers 
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and ranchers, and your work on the ground with our producers will 
really be invaluable as the Department works to improve service 
to every part of agriculture. 

I strongly support your nomination and look forward to moving 
it forward as quickly as possible. 

That concludes today’s hearing. The record will remain open 
until tomorrow at 5 p.m. for members to submit additional ques-
tions and statements. Thank you again to our Ranking Member. 
Thank you for your partnership. The hearing is adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 11:56 a.m., the Committee was adjourned.] 
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