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Nominations of Dr. José Emilio Esteban, Mr.
Vincent Garfield Logan, and Ms. Alexis Taylor

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2022

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY,
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., via WebEx
and in room 215, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Debbie Sta-
benow, Chairwoman of the Committee, presiding.

Present or submitting a statement: Senators Stabenow, Klo-
buchar, Gillibrand, Smith, Lujan, Warnock, Boozman, Hoeven,
Ernst, Hyde-Smith, Marshall, Tuberville, Grassley, Thune, Fischer,
and Braun.

STATEMENT OF HON. DEBBIE STABENOW, U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, CHAIRWOMAN, U.S. COM-
MITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

Chairwoman STABENOW. Good morning. I call to order the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

First this morning, before getting to a very important hearing, I
want to do a couple of things. One, officially welcome again Erica
Chabot, who is our new staff director. Welcome, Erica. We are glad
to have you. That is the happy note.

The sad note is we have two members who have done wonderful
things for the Committee that are going to be moving on shortly.
Because this is our last hearing, I think, before they leave, I want
to say thank you. One is Jacqlyn Schneider, who has been with the
Committee for 11 years, serving as our Deputy Staff Director for
the last seven. She has been an integral part of the team, an expert
on specialty crops, of course near and dear to my heart, and has
been a really important part of the Committee’s success. On all
things nutrition and food security she is the expert and so well-re-
spected in the nutrition community. I know she is going to do well
in her next tenure. Jacqlyn, where are you? Thank you.

[Applause.]

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you. Someone who has not been
with us as long but we have appreciated so much is Patrick
Delaney, who has been with the team for the last two years. He
served as Communications Director for the House Agriculture Com-
mittee. We have come to rely on his media savvy, his hard work
on the farm bill hearings, and the outreach for the Committee. We
know that he will do well, and wish he and his family well on his
next chapter. Where is Patrick? Thank you, Patrick.

[Applause.]

o))
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Chairwoman STABENOW. Wonderful. We hate to see anyone go.
I think Senator Boozman and I would like to have a room that we
lock people in so they cannot get out on the Committee. We have
been so blessed with so many wonderful staff.

Today’s hearing. We are considering the nominations of Dr. José
Emilio Esteban to be Under Secretary for Food Safety at the U.S.
Department of Agriculture; Mr. Vincent Logan to be a member of
the Farm Credit Administration Board; and Alexis Taylor, to be
Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs at the
USDA. Welcome to all of you. It is a pleasure to have you and your
families here today. You each have been nominated for very impor-
tant roles for American farmers and rural communities and all of
us in America.

Every American deserves to know that the food they are eating
is safe. That is why it is imperative we fill the USDA Under Sec-
retary for Food Safety position. Dr. Esteban is a dedicated public
servant and food safety expert with over 24 years of experience as
a food safety regulator. His expertise will help USDA ensure that
the food families put on their tables is safe.

Through funding that I secured in the American Rescue Plan,
the USDA is investing more than $1 billion to create new small
and medium-sized meat and poultry processing capacity. These in-
vestments are building a more resilient food system, and we need
to be sure these processors are successful. Dr. Esteban, you will
play a very important role in making sure that happens.

Next, Mr. Vincent Logan is nominated to serve as a board mem-
ber for the Farm Credit Administration (FCA). The Farm Credit
System ensures that rural communities and agricultural producers
of all types and sizes have reliable access to credit. Mr. Logan’s ex-
tensive background in both agriculture and financial sectors makes
him very well qualified for this role.

Mr. Logan’s nomination is also historic. If confirmed, he will be
the first Native American to serve as a Farm Credit Administra-
tion board member. It is long overdue that we fill this board seat,
which has been vacant for several years, and I will also note that
while I appreciate the continued service of the two current board
members, both of their terms have expired and we urge the White
House to quickly nominate people to fill those positions.

Our farmers and foresters need consistent access to capital and
to markets as well, to sell their products. Agriculture exports add
over $154 billion to the U.S. economy each year—$154 billion to
our U.S. economy—supporting more than one million jobs. Yet pro-
ducers consistently face unscientific and other non-tariff trade bar-
riers. Congress recognized this in the 2014 Farm Bill, when I
worked with Senator Roberts and then former Financial Committee
Chairman, Senator Baucus, to establish the USDA Under Sec-
retary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs.

It 1s fitting that Senator Baucus’ agriculture staffer during the
2014 Farm Bill, Alexis Taylor, is before us today. I do not think
you probably assumed you would be here when we put that in the
Farm Bill, but we are so glad that you are here today to fill this
position.

Ms. Taylor grew up on her family’s farm in northeast Iowa, a
farm that has been in her family for more than 160 years. She has
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spent her entire career as a dedicated public servant, working for
American agriculture, most recently as the Director of the Oregon
Department of Agriculture. Ms. Taylor understands trade in agri-
culture and will be a real asset to the USDA as they help farmers
and rural communities recover from the pandemic.

While completing her degree, Ms. Taylor has also served in the
U.S. Army Reserves, did a tour in Iraq, and we thank you for your
service as well.

Each of these nominees has strong bipartisan support, and I am
looking forward to moving them quickly through the Committee
and through the Senate.

Finally, all of our nominees today have support from a broad
range of stakeholders across trade, finance, and agriculture sectors.
I ask unanimous consent that these letters describing their support
be entered into the record. Ordered, without objection.

[The following letters can be found on pages 42-57 in the appen-
dix.]

Chairwoman STABENOW. Now I would like to turn to my friend
and partner, our Ranking Member, Senator Boozman, for his open-
ing comments.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN BOOZMAN, U.S. SENATOR FROM
THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

Senator BoozMaN. Well, thank you very much, Madam Chair.
Today we meet to hear from Dr. José Emilio Esteban, President
Biden’s nominee to serve as the Under Secretary for Food Safety;
Mr. Vincent Garfield Logan, the President’s nominee to serve as a
member of the Farm Credit Administration Board; and Ms. Alexis
Taylor, the President’s nominee to serve as the Under Secretary for
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs. I congratulate you all on
y01k1)11‘ nominations and thank you for your willingness to serve the
public.

I would also like to specifically recognize Ms. Taylor and express
my gratitude for her service in the military, serving in the U.S.
Army, which included a deployment to Iraq. Again, thank you very
much for that.

While each nominee will, if confirmed, have significant impact
upon their agencies, collectively these three nominees will have a
sizable impact on all of agriculture. From the credit farmers and
ranchers depend on, to the opportunities existing in new export
markets provided for our producers, to ensuring that our meat and
poultry supply is wholesome and safe, these nominees are being
asked to lead some of the most consequential agencies affecting ag-
riculture.

It has become a common refrain that the pandemic stressed our
agriculture in ways that most of us have never experienced. Since
then, we have seen the impacts of inflation, supply chain disrup-
tions, and the war in Ukraine on agriculture. The Farm Credit Ad-
ministration, the Food Safety and Inspection Service, and the For-
eign Agricultural Service have all been at the forefront of con-
fronting these challenges.

These nominees face much different conditions than their prede-
cessors did. Briefly, I would like to touch on a few issues that con-
cern me in each of the nominees’ area of responsibility.



4

For farm credit, U.S. farm debt is projected to reach a record
high of nearly $500 billion in 2022, up five percent from last year
and up nearly 70 percent from a decade ago. Due to rapidly in-
creasing interest rates, farm interest expenses related to servicing
record-high farm debt are expected to increase by $7.5 billion to a
record $26 billion, the largest increase of all time, and up nearly
40 percent from last year.

In addition to increasing interest expenses in 2022, the record-
high increase in farm production expenses is expected to persist in
2023, making the cost of borrowing and capitalizing farm produc-
tion efforts such as the upcoming spring planting season even more
expensive.

On food safety, ensuring the safety of the U.S. food supply is of
the utmost importance and one of the most crucial functions per-
formed by USDA. Reliance on science and data have historically
been the cornerstone of our country’s food safety regulation, and it
certainly should remain so. I think we all agree on that. I am inter-
ested in knowing more about the USDA’s recent declaration of sal-
monella as an adulterant in certain poultry products, and hope to
get a better understanding of USDA’s future plans with regard to
salmonella regulation.

Separately, I was critical of USDA’s shift on line speeds in the
pork industry. Poultry processors are also facing uncertainty on
this front. Sudden changes in a regulatory system such as this
have significant consequences for producers, the food supply, and
consumer food prices.

Finally, but extremely important, trade. Ensuring market access
abroad for our farmers and ranchers while keeping other countries
honest as they supply our markets is critical for U.S. agriculture
and the U.S. economy. Up until recently, ag trade was one of the
few contributors toward a positive trade balance. We need to return
ag to being a net export.

Farmers and ranchers across the U.S. do not know what this Ad-
ministration’s trade goals or plans are to expand market access for
their family farms. I have confidence that Ms. Taylor and Mr.
McKalip, the nominee to serve as the Chief Agricultural Negotiator
for the Office of the United States Trade Rep, have the skills and
abilities to help our producers. I do question if they will be receiv-
ing the support they need from the White House.

I have met with each nominee prior to this morning and I believe
we had informative, positive conversations. I look forward to to-
day’s hearing, and again, thank our nominees for their willingness
to serve.

Before I close I just want to touch on a different matter for just
a second. Recently, USDA announced the closure of a cotton
classing facility in Dumas, Arkansas. The closure results in the ter-
mination of upwards to 200 people in this small delta town where
poverty is abundant, jobs are scarce, and that is concerning. Cur-
rently their contributions to the Dumas economy will be perma-
nently lost without immediate action. I very much appreciate the
Deputy Secretary recently meeting with the mayor of Dumas. I
have talked to Secretary Vilsack about this.

Again, I do appreciate the fact that we are moving forward, and
I think the single most important step USDA could do to help the
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community further its goals and equity would be to maintain its
presence in Dumas. We look forward to working together.

Also, very quickly, Madam Chair, I also want to thank Jacqlyn
for her service. I think we came to the Committee about the same
time, and I know how hard you have worked, and your finger that
has been in so many different things through the years. We do ap-
preciate your service. Certainly, Patrick, we appreciate all you do,
and again, good luck as both of you go forward. Things always
work out for the best, and I do not think we have to worry about
either one of you.

Thank you, Madam Chair, and I yield back.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Well, thank you so much, Senator Booz-
man. Again, welcome to each of our witnesses. We will now intro-
duce them.

First, again, Dr. José Emilio Esteban is the Chief Scientist for
the Food Safety Inspection Service. He has experience with the
United States Department of Agriculture and Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Dr. Esteban was trained as a veterinarian
in his native Mexico before receiving his Ph.D. in epidemiology
from the University of California, Davis. We are so appreciative of
your being here and your willingness to serve.

I will now recognize Senator Gillibrand for the introduction of
our next witness.

Senator GILLIBRAND. Thank you, Madam Chairwoman. I am hon-
ored to introduce Mr. Vince G. Logan to the Agriculture Committee
today, as nominee to serve on the Farm Credit Administration
Board. As a fellow New Yorker, Mr. Logan is a member of the
Osage Nation and currently serves as Chief Financial Officer and
Chief Investment Officer for the Native American Agriculture
Fund.

Educated at Oklahoma State University, the University of Okla-
homa College of Law, and the School of International Public Affairs
at Columbia University, Mr. Logan was nominated by President
Obama and served as the Special Trustee for American Indians at
the U.S. Department of the Interior. In that role, he used his finan-
cial and regulatory background to reaffirm the position of the office
as a leader in Indian trust reform, financial education, and govern-
ment accountability.

He has worked in New York in both asset management, as an
investment advisor, and asset-based financing as a lawyer. Mr.
Logan practiced law in shipping, equipment, and aircraft finance.
As an investment advisor, he focused on permanent fund develop-
ment, financial education for client, and institutional asset man-
agement. He was appointed as a director of the Little Rock branch
of the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis and is also an Oklahoma
State University Foundation Governor.

In his spare time, Mr. Logan is a national speaker on financial
empowerment and volunteers at tribal youth events, teaching fi-
nancial skills. He has also mentored numerous young professionals,
guiding them through their careers in the securities industry and
law.

I am proud to welcome Mr. Logan today and I look forward to
seeing how his financial and regulatory acumen will support the in-
tegral work of the Farm Credit Administration Board.
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Thank you, Madam Chairwoman.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. We will now
turn to Senator Grassley for our final introduction this morning.

Senator GRASSLEY. First of all, I want everybody on the Com-
mittee, before I introduce Alexis, to know that I have known mem-
bers of the Taylor clan for at least 52 years——

Chairwoman STABENOW. My goodness.

Senator GRASSLEY [continuing]. when an uncle joined me in the
Towa legislature. I have been acquainted with a cousin that was a
political advisor to me, and I have also had a sister of Alexis that
was a longtime legislative assistant in my office.

Alexis serves now as Director of the Oregon Department of Agri-
culture, having served since her appointment by Oregon Governor
Kate Brown in December 2016. Prior to her appointment as Direc-
tor of that office, Ms. Taylor oversaw the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Farm and Foreign Agriculture Services. While traveling
the world, she worked to open new markets and improve the com-
petitive position of U.S. agricultural products in the marketplace.

Before joining the USDA, she worked for several Members of
Congress, staffing members from Montana and Iowa. She is an
Towa native, obviously, moved to Oregon after working 12 years in
Washington, DC, focused on U.S. agriculture trade policies. She is
a graduate of Iowa State University, and grew up on her family
farm near Holy Cross, Iowa, which has been in her family for more
than 160 years.

As you know, I have known Alexis for many years, and I think
very highly of her. I am very pleased that she is nominated for this
position, and I urge her quick confirmation for the reasons as we
have been waiting for 20 months to get agricultural policy at the
head of this Administration. This ought to move along very quickly,
and it really ought to move next week, by U.C.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator Grass-
ley.

Senator ERNST. Madam Chair?

Chairwoman STABENOW. You can tell the real secrets, by the
way, of Alexis and her family when we are offline, the real deal.

Senator ERNST. Madam Chair?

Chairwoman STABENOW. Please.

Senator ERNST. May I add?

Chairwoman STABENOW. You may, absolutely. Senator Ernst.

Senator ERNST. Thank you. I am also a fan of Alexis Taylor, as
many of us are in this room, and we do share so many things in
common, like Senator Grassley outlined. We both grew up on our
family farms. We both graduated from “the” Iowa State University.

Senator GRASSLEY.

[Inaudible.]

[Laughter.]

Senator ERNST. We have got a little Panther-Cyclone rivalry
going on here.

We also served in our great United States Army, and I truly
want to thank you for your commitment not only to our farms but
commitment to the greater good of our wonderful country. We will
continue to serve in public service, and you have done that for
many, many years. Thank you so much for that service.
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I just want to piggyback on what Senator Grassley said, that it
is incredibly important that have this role filled. We have over
85,000 family farms in Iowa, and we are the top producer of our
Nation’s pork, eggs, corn, soybeans, and ethanol. Our farmers and
our trade partners have waited over 20 months for the Biden ad-
ministration to prioritize trade challenges and to seek these new
opportunities.

Again, Alexis, we are glad to have you here. You have Senator
Grassley that has been at the helm here, working with your family
for many, many, many years, and I am glad to welcome you into
this role with our Federal Government. Thank you so much.

Thank you, Madam Chairwoman.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Absolutely. Thank you. You have 100
percent of the Iowa delegation here supporting you, and I hope that
next week we can get 100 percent of the Senate. In fact, what
would be great is to get a U.C., Senator Grassley, on all three of
these nominees to fill these positions. Hopefully we can do that, we
can work together to actually get that done next week.

I have two things next that I need to do. First to administer an
oath, we have to do for all nominees. Please stand and raise your
right hand, if you each would.

Do you swear and affirm that the testimony you are about to pro-
vide is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God?

Dr. ESTEBAN. I do.

Mr. Logan. I do.

Ms. TAYLOR. I do.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you. Second, do you agree that
if confirmed, you will appear before any duly constituted committee
of Congress, if asked to appear?

Dr. ESTEBAN. Yes.

Mr. LOGAN. Yes.

Ms. TAYLOR. Yes.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. We all look for-
ward to learning more about your visions and your priorities. You
will each, as you know, have five minutes for testimony. We wel-
come any other written documents that you would like to give the
Committee.

We will begin with Dr. Esteban.

STATEMENT OF JOSE EMILIO ESTEBAN, MVM, MBA, Ph.D.,
NOMINEE, TO BE UNDER SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR
FOOD SAFETY

Dr. ESTEBAN. Thank you, Senator. It kind of hard to follow that
introduction for Alexis. If this were a competition I would be in
trouble. Gladly I am not competing so I am just going to go on with
my introduction.

Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman, and mem-
bers of the Committee, I want to thank you for the opportunity to
appear before you today, and for your consideration of my nomina-
tion for Under Secretary for Food Safety at the United States De-
partment of Agriculture.

I want to also thank all those who are responsible for my success
in life, especially my family and the many colleagues whom I have
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served during my tenure as a Federal employee. A special thanks
to my wife Mandy, my son Joseph—he is watching this from
Tokyo—and my daughter Emily. I continue to learn every day from
them, and I hope to do so for the rest of my life. I would also like
to thank President Biden for nominating me to serve as Under Sec-
retary and to Secretary Vilsack for his trust and support.

When I migrated to the United States in 1985, I would have
never envisioned the breadth and magnitude of the opportunities
this country would offer me, opportunities I jumped at and that
have brought me here today. My mother’s cousin, David, opened
his home to me and sponsored me into the United States. The first
stop from the airport was the Social Security Office, so I could get
my tax number and start working. In the ensuing nearly 40 years
I have worked in tomato fields, in the retail industry, I have owned
my own marketing business, I put on rodeo shows, and while I was
doing all that I also earned two additional academic degrees.

For the last 30 years, I have had the privilege to work in the
Federal Government, first as an epidemic intelligence service offi-
cer and then a staff epidemiologist at CDC. Then at USDA in mul-
tiple locations and areas of responsibility, most recently as Chief
Scientist. I have worked alongside many dedicated staff and shared
a goal of safeguarding America’s food supply. I have also traveled
the world on behalf of Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS),
working with local people, sharing meals, and exchanging ideas.
Because of these experiences, I understand how important a role
USDA plays in the world providing safe and nutritious food, not
only for U.S. citizens but for global communities.

I would like to highlight a few priority areas I intend to focus
on if I am fortunate to be confirmed. First and foremost, safe and
nutritious food is a right for every American—and I emphasize on
the words “every American.” We all have the right to safe food. We
have one of the world’s safest and strongest food safety systems,
and I intend to maintain and enhance that status.

Second, our employees are an essential part of our mission. We
must ensure that they have a safe work environment and we af-
ford, to those who seek them, opportunities. I would not be here if
I had not been given those opportunities.

Third, we need to engage transparently with both producers and
consumers, as a team. For every challenge there is a solution that
provides safe food, a healthy workplace, and continued business vi-
ability. One need not and should not compromise one for the other.

Fourth and last, we have to work more collaboratively across
USDA agencies and with other public health partners. There is a
plethora of opportunities for synergy and collaboration within
USDA. Together we achieve substantially more encompassing goals
than by working independently.

I am excited and eager for this opportunity, and if confirmed, to
lead USDA’s food safety work for the Biden-Harris administration
and further the Administration’s efforts to transform America’s
food system and support more resilient local and regional food pro-
duction, while ensuring access to safe, healthy, and nutritious food
in all communities.

The outpouring of interest USDA has seen from farmers and
rural communities and businesses, particularly from our small to
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mid-sized meat and poultry processing facilities, as they seek ways
to build new markets and streams of income has been actually in-
spirational.

So in closing, I would like to thank President Biden and Sec-
retary Vilsack for their support and thank you Chairwoman Stabe-
now, Ranking Member Boozman, and members of the Committee
for the opportunity to appear here before you today. The possibility
of serving as the next Under Secretary for Food Safety is a huge
opportunity for me to pay back to this country that has given me
S0, so, so very much, and I look forward to your questions. Thank
you.

[The prepared statement of Dr. Esteban can be found on page 32
in the appendix.]

Chairwoman STABENOW. Well, thank you so much. We are so
pleased to have you.
Mr. Logan.

STATEMENT OF VINCENT GARFIELD LOGAN, NOMINEE, TO BE
A MEMBER OF THE FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION BOARD,
FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION

Mr. LoGgaN. Yes, I was just thinking, we could have quite a col-
lege football debate going on right now.

Thank you, Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman,
and distinguished members of the Committee. My name is Vincent
Logan, and I have the privilege of being nominated by President
Biden to be on the board of the Farm Credit Administration. It is
an honor to appear before you today and seek your confirmation of
my nomination.

My parents loved this country. Both raised in rural America on
family farms, both members of the Osage Nation, both served in
the military during World War II and both are interred at Arling-
ton National Cemetery. My father, Oscar Logan Jr., enlisted in the
U.S. Marine Corps and fought with the Fifth Division in Iwo Jima,
where he was critically wounded, for which he received the Purple
Heart. My mother, Della Morrell Logan, served in the U.S. Army
during World War II as a nurse stationed here in Washington.
After the war, they both returned to Oklahoma where they met,
were married, and raised a family.

I vividly remember my first visit to this city as a boy. On that
trip I saw how my parents revered the great monuments and insti-
tutions of our country, those that we all cherish. I recall when we
visited the Capitol, we dressed in our Sunday best—my mom made
sure of that—and we spoke in hushed tones. To this day I recall
how my mother’s eyes welled up when she heard the national an-
them and saw the American flag.

My parents believed in service to our communities and to our
country. They exhibited patriotism and promoted the ideals of good
citizenry. They instilled these values in me, and it was these values
that led me to serve our country as Special Trustee for American
Indians during the Obama Administration, and lead me here today.

Sitting directly behind me here today is my partner, Dr. Steven
Lieberman, who served as Acting Under Secretary for the Veterans
Health Administration when COVID ravaged this country. Steven
worked tirelessly throughout the pandemic, literally working seven
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days a week for well over two years. I personally witnessed his cou-
rageous efforts in service to our veterans and VHA staff, leading
the VHA through its darkest days. His dedication embodies the
very essence of public service, always putting the needs of others
before himself. He is my hero. I appreciate Steven’s guidance and
support, and for being here with me today.

My career in public service began in the Office of the Oklahoma
Attorney General. I later worked in the Antitrust Division of the
Department of Justice in Washington, and as previously men-
tioned, as Special Trustee for American Indians at the Department
of the Interior.

I spent most of my career in the private sector in New York, first
as a corporate finance lawyer and then as an investment advisor
to institutional clients. Since 2019, I have been the Chief Financial
Officer and Chief Investment Officer with the Native American Ag-
riculture Fund, which is, by the way, the largest philanthropic or-
ganization focused solely on Native American farming and ranch-
ing communities.

The Farm Credit System, established by an act of Congress over
100 years ago, has a long history and an inspiring mission to pro-
vide credit to U.S. farmers, ranchers, and agricultural cooperatives.
Credit is critical to the success of farmers and ranchers. Production
agriculture is capital intensive and heavily reliant on access to
competitive credit. The cost of land, labor, equipment, and fertilizer
is high, requiring both long-term and short-term financing.

In addition to being costly to operate, agricultural enterprises
also entail considerable risk, thanks to variables like weather and
market forces. I am very thankful to the men and women who, de-
spite the risks, produce the food and fiber we depend on to survive.

Although the Farm Credit System is the largest single provider
of agricultural credit, it is by no means the only one. Many com-
mercial lenders also serve the credit needs of our farmers. Farmers
and ranchers benefit from these multiple sources of financing com-
peting for business because it often results in lower interest rates
and better terms.

As a government-sponsored enterprise dedicated to serving agri-
culture, the Farm Credit System’s mission is to serve agriculture
in good times and in bad. When the farm economy takes a down-
turn, farmers and ranchers need Farm Credit to be there for them.

It would be an honor to serve on the board of this agency that
is responsible for keeping the system safe and sound and ensuring
it fulfills its important mission, and I believe my education, career
experience, and expertise, both as an attorney and in finance, qual-
ify me for that position.

Although I left rural Oklahoma as a young man years ago, my
love for rural America has not waned, and my desire to serve and
give back is as strong as ever. If this Committee in its wisdom con-
firms my nomination, I will put my expertise and passion to work
to ensure the success of the Farm Credit System and its mission
to serve our Nation’s farmers and ranchers.

Thank you, and I look forward to answering your questions.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Logan can be found on page 35
in the appendix.]

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much.
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Ms. Taylor, welcome again.

STATEMENT OF ALEXIS TAYLOR, NOMINEE, TO BE UNDER
SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR TRADE AND FOREIGN
AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS

Ms. TAYLOR. Thank you. Good morning, Chairwoman Stabenow,
Ranking Member Boozman and members of this Committee. Thank
you for having me here today. A special thank you to Senator
Grassley and Senator Ernst for that warm introduction.

It is an honor to be nominated by President Biden for the posi-
tion of Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs.
I am particularly humbled to be considered for this critical role by
this Committee, which I hold in such high professional regard. I
also would like to thank Secretary Vilsack for his dedicated leader-
ship of USDA, as well as his support and mentorship over the
years.

I would not be here today without the support of my family, in-
cluding my mother, Karol, who is watching at home in Iowa. There
have been no bigger champions in my life and my career, and I am
grateful for their unconditional support. I also want to thank my
sister, Amanda, who is here with me today, and brother-in-law,
Ryan, who as farmers help to keep me connected to the opportuni-
ties and challenges faced by producers and our agricultural commu-
nities every day.

I am also thankful for the first and most influential farmer in my
life, my father, Joe. Although he has passed, there is not a day that
goes by where I do not call upon lessons he taught me on the farm
from him.

As Senator Grassley mentioned, my career in agriculture began
at a very young age, growing up on a farm which has been in my
family for over 160 years. I learned many things growing up on my
family’s farm, from the hard work and long hours our producers
put into raising a crop or keeping livestock healthy, to the chal-
lenges that unpredictable weather and volatile markets can bring.
One of the most important things that was instilled in me as a
child was a desire to give back to my community.

That desire drove me to enlist in the U.S. Army Reserves, it
drove me through eight years of military service, including a de-
ployment to Iraq, and it drew me to my career in public service,
working to advance the interests of the community I grew up in,
U.S. agriculture.

While working on Capitol Hill at USDA previously or currently
at the Oregon Department of Agriculture, some of my most mean-
ingful work has been finding solutions to the complex challenges
our farmers and ranchers face. Throughout my career, farmers and
ranchers have shared those challenges with me from the cab of
their pickup on a ranch tour in Montana, while walking a wheat
field in Oregon, or riding in a combine during harvest in lowa.

Should I have the honor to be confirmed, I will carry their stories
with me as I work to advance the U.S. agriculture across the globe
as I lead the Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Mission Area
(TFAA) and the dedicated staff at the Foreign Agricultural Service
(FAS).
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As the diplomatic and humanitarian crisis has unfolded in
Ukraine, the capacity-building and food security programs at
USDA will be even more critical to helping the world navigate a
growing global food security crisis.

The United States plays a critical role in combating food insecu-
rity and working to protect the most vulnerable. I am proud of this
part of the TFAA and FAS mission and will be committed to this
work, should I have the privilege to serve.

At the same time, our producers here at home are experiencing
unprecedented challenges. From supply chain disruptions impact-
ing not only our food and agricultural exports but critical imports,
to the impacts of inflation, these challenges are being felt directly
by producers across the country. Ensuring strong export markets
is critical to building resiliency for our agriculture sector.

Expanding and maintaining diversified market opportunities, re-
building strong and reliable trading relationships, and holding our
trading partners accountable is essential. Equally as important is
removing trade barriers and working to ensure our trading part-
ners have transparent, science-based regulatory requirements
which are predictable for our exporters.

As I have seen from my current position at ODA, the Biden-Har-
ris administration have made it clear that the country’s trade agen-
da is focused on growing the economy and creating trade policy
where agriculture is at the table. Should I be confirmed, I am eager
to join in that effort, in coordination with USTR and other Federal
agencies and Congress, to work to expand and maintain that diver-
sified market access for U.S. producers and exporters, and help
them connect with customers around the world.

Agriculture is not just what I do, but it is very much who I am.
Working to support farmers and ranchers across the country is
something I have dedicated my career to. Should I have the honor
to be confirmed as Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs, I am committed to working to ensure the interests of
Ulsl;) agriculture is being represented here at home and around the
globe.

Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman, thank you
for the time, and I look forward to any questions that members of
the Committee may have.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Taylor can be found on page 37
in the appendix.]

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, and we will now
move to questions. First, Ms. Taylor, you and I have talked about
the fact that fruit and vegetable growers in Michigan, and I am
sure in other places around the country, continue to face challenge
from subsidized imports that are undercutting our markets. This is
really a challenge, I think, and a threat to our domestic food supply
chain. It is very serious.

As Under Secretary for Trade, how will you work with other
USDA agencies, others in the Biden administration to address this
critical issue?

Ms. TAYLOR. Chairwoman Stabenow, thank you for that very im-
portant question. Obviously, being the director of a State Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Oregon, which is also a specialty crop State,
it is a concern I hear often from many in our specialty crop sector.
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I think the approach is multi-pronged. I think, first and fore-
most, our producers are the most innovative in the world, so con-
tinuing to advocate for research, into innovation and technology ad-
vancements so they can remain competitive is extremely important.

I think continuing to support the work that you have really led
on around building strong local and regional markets for our local
producers. I think one of the things that the pandemic really, a
positive that came out of it, is consumers, for the first time, are
really interested in where their food comes from, and who is raising
their food. I think we have an opportunity, as agriculture, to cap-
italize on that. I think continuing to expand that work around local
and regional food systems is also extremely critical.

I think also working with our regulators to ensure that in those
markets that are looking to export their products to the United
States that our SPS health and safety standards and regulations
are being followed and enforced.

Then finally, I think really—and this is the part where I think
falls directly under my purview—is expanding markets for our spe-
cialty crop producers so they have strong, diverse export markets
all over the world where they are also not facing unjustified SPS
barriers and can really compete in those marketplaces.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, and of course,
trade enforcement is critical and markets are critical, and so we
look forward to working with you on all of those issues that impact
all of our farmers and communities.

Let me move to Dr. Esteban. Food safety, obviously, in your role
you will play a really important role in public health, and you
talked about coordination with other agencies. That is such an im-
portant thing, with the FDA, EPA and CDC, communicating with
stakeholders, that are food and consumer safety groups, worker
safety groups, livestock industry, and so on.

Could you talk more about how you would collaborate with other
agencies and bring in stakeholders as you are making decisions?

Dr. ESTEBAN. Thank you very much for that question. It is very
important that we realize that we achieve a lot more by working
together rather than by working independently. Throughout my ca-
reer I have had the opportunity, when I was at CDC, to work with
FDA and USDA, and now at USDA I work across all the agencies
in USDA on specific topics. It is so, so positive when we get to-
gether and work together on something.

The challenges that we face today in food safety are not simple.
They are actually very, very complex. We need to include everybody
in this effort, whether it is local producers, whether it is the na-
tional distribution chains, whether it is for research, or whether it
is for export. I think everything needs to be taken into account,
with a goal to produce safe food.

If T were to be confirmed, I would do what I have done for the
last 30 years, which is build on those relationships, with FDA, with
EPA, and all the other agencies. I have now had experiences with
a lot of very good people in leadership positions in those agencies,
so we have a very strong relationship. We just need to have a sin-
gle focus. In my opinion, there is no more important single focus
other than food safety, public health.
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I think that by building those coalitions we can achieve anything
we want.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Mr. Logan, when
we did our initial farm bill hearings this year, both in Michigan
and Arkansas, we heard a lot about the importance of access to
credit for beginning farmers. We want more people going into agri-
culture.

How can the Farm Credit System further serve young people, be-
ginning farmers, small farmers so that we create more opportuni-
ties for people that want to get into agriculture?

Mr. LOGAN. Yes. Thank you for that question, Senator. You
know, I have spent a lot of my career working with young people.
I know the future lies with young people and getting young people
into various industries, and that same holds true for agriculture.
I understand the challenges that they have, and I work with an or-
ganization that has a lot of young people there, and they all have
an agriculture background. It is very difficult.

I will say, you know, my background is in institutional advisory
and institutional practices, and I was, quite frankly, not able to
look under the hood yet at the FCA. I understand that all institu-
tions in the system have young, beginning, and small farmers
plans. As a regulator, though, I look forward to reviewing these
plans, with my colleagues on the board.

Another piece to that is that I have to ensure that the system
holds adequate capital for these young, beginning, and small farm-
ers, and that that is within the mission of the FCA.

I am certainly open to meeting anyone and to hearing ideas, and
I am a strong believer in dialog, and I am willing to do that. But
certainly, you know, my mission is to make sure that the system
is safe and sound and that credit is available, and that it is a de-
pendable source of credit.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Well, thank you very much. Senator
Boozman.

Senator BoozZMAN. Thank you, Madam Chair. Ms. Taylor, I en-
joyed our visit earlier yesterday and talking about several issues,
including holding India accountable at the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) for their illegal rice and wheat subsidies, and I really
look forward to working with that. That is such an important issue.

The role of the Under Secretary of Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs was created to really elevate the Department of Agri-
culture’s presence in such an important effort. It is our hope that
as the top trade voice at USDA you will advise the U.S. Trade Rep,
the Department of Commerce, and others on the impacts of various
issues and market access needs of farmers and agricultural stake-
holders directly.

How will you work with the many other agencies that hold re-
sponsibilities over U.S. trade functions?

Ms. TAYLOR. Senator Boozman, thank you for that question. I
think it is a very important one.

We often talk about trading relationships, and I think that is in-
tentional. Trade is still very much about relationships, and one of
the things I am very interested in doing is, should I have the privi-
lege to be confirmed, building those relationships with sister agen-
cies at USTR, at the Department of Commerce, and engaging about
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the priorities for U.S. agriculture. I hope not to just have them sit-
ting at the table, but really be driving the policy that they need to
see from the Biden-Harris administration to deliver meaningful
market access and competitive markets.

I think investing in those relationships will be key, and some-
thing I am certainly committed to, should I have the privilege to
serve.

Senator BoozMAN. Very good. Thank you.

Dr. Esteban, USDA recently announced action to declare sal-
monella an adulterant in stuffed poultry products while also an-
nouncing plans to solicit comments on the appropriate salmonella
standard in all poultry, ranging from zero tolerance to focusing on
specific serotypes.

Food safety is an absolutely vital mission in USDA. Dr. Esteban,
if confirmed as Under Secretary, how would you approach this en-
deavor, taking into mind the numerous factors that must be
weighed, including prevalence, risk, food waste, sustainability, and
food insecurity?

Dr. ESTEBAN. Senator, thank you for asking me that question be-
cause I am extremely passionate about the topic of salmonella. I
mean, as a public health professional for over 30 years, first at
CDC, seeing the outcome of salmonellosis, and not USDA, on the
regulatory side, there is so much more we could do.

I mean, we have made tremendous progress in decreasing the
contamination level of the product over the course of the last 20
years, but we have not been able to impact much illness. There are
about 1.3 million Americans that get sick with salmonella every
year, and we have the ability and opportunity to do a lot better.

Now if it were a simple answer we would have already done it,
right? This has got to be a very complex issue, and I think that
what the agency is doing with this announcement of considering
salmonella as an adulterant in this one specific commodity, at a
very, very low level, is sending a message that we are serious about
salmonella.

That said, it is important as we move forward we take into ac-
count not only the outcome of it but how we get there. How we get
there is by actually including industry, including consumers, in-
cluding academia, including all the Federal partners that we have
to work together to create a framework. I expect that over the next
few weeks or months the agency will come up with a framework
that actually encompasses, not just focused on the last point of the
chain, which is at the consumer level, but from the beginning.

It is my expectation that we will address the quality of product
that has to be presented for slaughter, control during the slaughter
process and with the processing of the food, as well as the final
product. However that is not enough. We need to continue to work
with consumers, about the proper handling, storage, and preparing
of that food.

The answer to some of the question is going to be one that is
going to be bring everybody together. It is a complex answer, but
we will certainly make progress.

Senator BoozMAN. Well, we appreciate that, and I know that you
will use science and good common sense along with that. Sal-
monella is difficult.
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Mr. Logan, we appreciate you being here. I know the Osage Na-
tion is very proud of you. We appreciate also your relationship to
Little Rock.

Inflation and rising input costs are having an immense impact
on farmers and ranchers. Inflation-adjusted net farm income, a
broad measure of farm profitability, is projected to fall by nearly
$1 billion, or 1 percent, from 2021, to $148 billion. This is despite
record-high cash receipts from the sales of crops and livestock.

How do you see the role of the Farm Credit Administration, and
more broadly the Farm Credit System supporting farmers and
ranchers in times of uncertainty? You know, when they showed me,
as we were getting things together yesterday, I was really shocked
at the indebtedness. You know, I knew that the latest numbers
really are shocking with the high interest rates and things, how
much farm families, farmers are having to indebt themselves at a
record high pace. Again, what are we going to be doing?

Mr. LoGAN. Thank you for that question, Senator. A few quick
thoughts and then I will get to the meat of it. I was contacted by
the White House about this position a year ago this week, and the
outlook for the economy and inflation and productivity looked vast-
ly different than it does right now. There really is not anyone that
has a crystal ball that can predict what it is going to look like next
October.

I listened to Chair Powell’s comments yesterday. We are, you
know, certainly in a period of uncertain times, and that is affecting
everyone, and farmers and ranchers that produce our food and feed
the world, they all see this. I think about what the system can do,
as you asked.

Well, the first and foremost is we have to ensure that the system
is safe and sound, that credit is available, and that it is well cap-
italized for creditworthy borrowers.

There is some limited investment authority, but overall, for
young and beginning and small farmers who are just critical to the
future of agriculture and to this country, you know, I would be
happy to speak to anyone, to you or your staff, or any of the other
Senators about perhaps expanded authorities, new ways of think-
ing.

You know, as a regulator I am going to ensure that we stay with-
in the law and the given regulations right now, but that does not
say that when things happen and there are global issues and global
problems, you know, that we do not consider these things and take
a look and re-examine what we have.

Senator BoozMAN. Well, thank you very much, and I yield back,
Madam Chair.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator Booz-
man.

I believe we have Senator Klobuchar with us on WebEx. Good
morning.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you. Thank you very much to both
of you for this good hearing, and all the nominees.

Minnesota ranks in the top 10 nationally in the number of dairy
cows and milk produced. We have more than 3,000 dairy farms
across Minnesota that depend on foreign markets. We also are one
of the biggest ag exporters overall.
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Ms. Taylor, as Under Secretary, how will you promote additional
foreign market access for dairy producers and other ag exporters,
particular in Asia?

Ms. TAYLOR. Senator Klobuchar, thank you for that question.
Having grown up in Iowa, in the dairy part of the State, many of
my friends and neighbors grew up on dairy farms and were dairy
men and women, and I know how important international export
markets are increasingly becoming to them.

Should I have the privilege to be confirmed, I am very interested
in engaging within in the Administration on their trade priorities,
in particular, the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework. I think there
are huge opportunities for our agriculture sector in this part of the
world. They have a fast-growing middle class, there is a lot of pur-
chasing power that is coming online, and they have generally
young populations. I am thinking about countries like Vietnam.
The ability to capitalize and make consumers now, you can build
lifelong consumers. I am very interested in engaging with dairy
producers in your State on their priorities and bringing that to the
table.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Okay. Thank you. One really fast answer,
if you could. I applaud the U.S. for winning the USMCA dispute
settlement panel earlier this year over Canada’s rate quotas. It
sent a strong message to our trading partners in initiating a second
panel.

Ms. Taylor, will you commit to working with your colleagues as
USTR in supporting the panel proceedings and using enforcement
mechanisms? Just yes or no is fine.

Ms. TAYLOR. Yes, Senator. Absolutely. Thank you.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Okay. Excellent.

Animal diseases is for you, Dr. Esteban. In the last farm bill I
worked the Chair and Ranking Member and most significantly
with my colleague, Senator Cornyn, to ensure that USDA has the
capacity to prevent, monitor, and rapidly respond to outbreaks,
whether it is any kind of animal disease, including avian flu, which
we have had a recent breakout of.

How would you ensure that FSIS is working in a collaborative
manner with other USDA mission areas like Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Services?

Dr. ESTEBAN. Thank you, Senator. Well, as a veterinarian and
one that has actually had the opportunity to deal with some of
these diseases firsthand there is no better opportunity for us to ad-
dress outbreaks before they become outbreaks, when they just are
starting, by working together with our APHIS colleagues.

We are, every day, at the slaughter plants, at the processing es-
tablishments. Our veterinarians are in the field. Of our 8,800 em-
ployees, about 7,700 of them are in the field. We have firsthand ex-
perience and observation by doing antemortem and postmortem in-
spection of all its animals to identify when it first happens and be-
fore it becomes a big issue.

If T have the honor of being confirmed, I would definitely reach
out to my colleagues in APHIS and see how we can strengthen the
already strong relationships and actually improve on our surveil-
lance mechanisms.
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Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you. One other thing that you will
be involved in is small and medium-sized meat processors. I think
you know the problems we had during the pandemic with our sup-
ply chain. The Administration has been working on this. We have
been working at it on the Committee to make sure that there are
competitive alternatives available. What steps will you take to en-
sure‘) that the needs of small and mid-sized meat processors are
met?

Dr. ESTEBAN. Thank you, Senator. Yes, this Administration has
been very strong in trying to develop growth for the small and me-
dium-sized farmers. As I said before, FSIS needs to be present at
all those processing establishments. This is an opportunity for us
to work with our colleagues in the rest of USDA in trying to trans-
fer knowledge, transfer technology, have guidelines, and have an
open-door policy so anything that they have, that they need to ac-
tually get up to be competitive, that we are there for them.

Our goal is to basically provide anything they would need to sup-
port the investment the U.S. is making in this part of the market,
to make sure that they are competitive.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you. I am not going to ask my other
question. I will put one on the record. I did want to make sure that
you knew, Dr. Esteban, that early on in the Senate I worked really
hard on getting some centers of excellence in terms of being able
to trace foodborne illnesses. The University of Minnesota was one
of those.

We are very, very proud of the work that we did and we are
doing in that area. We have had a number of deaths across the
country, whether it is from peanut butter. We had a woman die in
our State. There were prosecutions of that manufacturing facility
afterwards. Someone went to prison. We also had other things that
were more innocent that happened, and it is really important to
stop these in their tracks when we find them. I appreciate your
work on food safety. Thank you.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Senator Ernst.

Senator ERNST. Thank you, Madam Chairwoman, and we will
start with you, Ms. Taylor. Again, thank you so much for being
here today, and I am very happy for your nomination, and the oth-
ers as well. Thank you very much for joining us.

I am concerned that the Biden administration is foregoing Amer-
ica’s trade and strategic leadership by failing to aggressively pur-
sue a number of commitments, whether it is through the Indo-Pa-
cific economic framework or through the decision not to go after
comprehensive free trade agreements. The lack of ambitious mar-
ket-opening initiatives not only disadvantages our U.S. workers,
our farmers, ranchers, and businesses, but it also jeopardizes
America’s competitiveness and security in the long term.

Later today I intend to introduce a bipartisan bill with Senators
Tina Smith and Angus King to increase support for market access
program and foreign market development. While these do not nec-
essarily fall under your mission area at the USDA, can you please
detail what would you do, should you be confirmed, to advance U.S.
agricultural exports, and how will you work with Ambassador Tai
and others in the Administration to make sure that we do focus on
ag trade barriers, and especially in the area of the Indo-Pacific?
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Ms. TAYLOR. Senator Ernst, thank you for that important ques-
tion. I will start maybe with the MAP and FMD funding. Those are
critical tools that Congress has given to USDA to administer for
our exporters. The Oregon Department of Agriculture today actu-
ally accesses some of those dollars and conducts international ac-
tivities to support Western States’ companies.

Exporting to other countries is complicated. There are language
barriers. There are cultural differences. There are confusing SPS
requirements. Those tools are so vital for our exporters to get into
that market and build those trading relationships, which I talked
about.

I think, and a priority of mine should I be confirmed, I am really
interested in engaging within the Administration to really have our
producers, our farmers and ranchers, help drive our trade prior-
ities. As I mentioned earlier, there is a lot of excitement, I think,
and opportunity in the Indo-Pacific region, and I am interested in
engaging on what meaningful market access might look like there,
enforceable standards for our agricultural community that then
they can rely on, and ensuring then that we are enforcing those
standards when those commitments are not being lived up to, and
really addressing non-tariff barrier, because those oftentimes can
get thrown up in unjustified ways for our agricultural exports,
making sure that those are science-based, those are clear and pre-
dictable.

And so, I am very committed and interested, should I have the
privilege to serve, and really focusing some of my time within the
Administration and colleagues at USTR.

Senator ERNST. Wonderful. I am glad you bring up science-based
as well. As you hopefully will work with Ambassador Tai and oth-
ers in the Administration we do need to ensure, through your role
as well, that science-based regulatory requirements are enforced—
and I am glad you bring that up—especially when it comes to GMO
corn and glyphosate trade, and in particular with Mexico. Can you
maybe address how we turn then to this hemisphere and address
those issues with Mexico?

Ms. TAYLOR. Yes. Thank you for that question, Senator Ernst.
Kind of taking a step back from that discrete issue for a moment,
we have huge challenges we are experiencing globally. The war in
Ukraine and the global food insecurity crisis, that is really exacer-
bating, coming off the heels of the global pandemic. Climate change
and the impacts to production. I see it in Oregon. I know your
farmers in Iowa have experienced, as we are seeing changes and
challenges with production based upon that all over the world.

We are going to need advancements in science and technology
globally to address those challenges and continue to feed a growing
world population. I think that is the fundamental principle to work
from.

Should I be confirmed, I am very interested I engaging within
the Administration on what is going on in Mexico around bio-
technology, and my counterparts in Mexico to ensure that we are
advancing science-based decisionmaking around the use of these
critical tools that are necessary to meet those global challenges.
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Senator ERNST. Excellent, and I really appreciate your answer,
science-based as always, and I look forward to supporting your con-
firmation. Thank you.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Next we will
have Senator Smith, and then Senator Fischer.

Senator SMITH. Thank you, Madam Chair and Ranking Member,
and thank you to all of our nominees for being here today. Thank
you for your willingness to serve, and I look forward to supporting
you.

I want to start out with a question that I almost always start out
with. Minnesota has a very diverse farm economy, including many
Hmong native, Latino, Somali, and Black farmers, who play a real-
ly integral role in the farm economy in Minnesota, as well as in our
small business sector. Yet I often hear that the USDA does not do
enough to connect with these farmers of color and communities of
color, generally.

I always ask this question, which is what can the USDA do, what
should the USDA be doing, internally and externally, to remove
barriers facing farmers of color as well as business owners of color?
Could all of you just address that briefly?

Ms. TAYLOR. I will go up first, Senator Smith. Thank you for that
really important question.

In Oregon, at the Oregon Department of Agriculture, we have
been investing a lot of our time in this space—how do we reach our
producers of color? One of the things we have really discovered is
there has to be an intentionality behind it. One example. We ad-
minister a small equipment and infrastructure grant program for
producers who want to access the Oregon farm-to-school program.
We realized there is also small Somali agricultural community.

What our staff decided to do one time on the announcement is
actually translate it for them. What we heard from community
leaders was they had seen the grant before, they never felt like it
was for them, and they put in an application because we had trans-
lated it. I think that intentional approach and engagement with
those community leaders is so critical, and should I be confirmed
I am very interested in bringing that intentionality to the programs
at the Foreign Agricultural Service.

Senator SMITH. Thank you. Would the other panelists please
comment?

Dr. ESTEBAN. Thank you, Senator. You know, working with the
States has been one of those things that I have had more fun with
than ever in my career. When I was at CDC I spent a lot of time
in the States, especially in Minnesota. They had the best group of
people working over there on food safety and outbreak control.

You are right. I think that the efforts that we do locally are going
to be reflecting what happens in the Nation.

What I would do, if I were to have the honor of being confirmed,
is I would actually try to take all those things that we have learned
at the State level or at the Federal level and bring it to the local
level. If that includes translation of materials, making it available,
hands-on training, having open houses, all those things are tools,
that the closer we get to that community the more effective we are
with those messages.
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The bottom line should be the food should be safe. By getting to
them, they will learn, and there will be a food culture, and that
will evolve into a much larger productivity cycle.

Senator SMITH. Thank you. Mr. Logan?

Mr. LoGAN. Yes, Senator. Thank you for that question. If I have
the honor of being confirmed to this position with the FCA I will
look at various ways of addressing people who are underserved, of
course. I am Native American. I know the struggle that tribal and
individual Native American farmers and ranchers have and the ac-
cess to capital. I am going to ensure that the system is safe and
sound, but it also has to be equitable, and I think we all agree on
tha‘c,1 for the strength of the country and for the strength of feeding
people.

USDA aside, I will personally work with anyone, if I am con-
firmed, on new ideas for addressing farmers of color, and in par-
ticular, of course, with the community that I know well, Native
American.

Senator SMITH. Thank you very much.

Dr. Esteban, I am very supportive of the Biden administration’s
actions and this Congress’ actions to increase investment in sup-
port for small meat and poultry processing, and the concerns that
we have about the intense consolidation in the processing sector,
and what the implications for that across the whole range of areas,
including food safety.

I want to just come to the question specifically of expanding ac-
cess to food processing for tribal governments. This is an area of
real interest for Minnesota’s sovereign tribal nations. Dr. Esteban,
the Food Safety Inspection Service has broad discretion here to
work with processing plants of all sizes. Can you commit to me
that, if confirmed, you would work with tribal governments
through the process of assisting them as they set up and operate
and inspect their own meat processing facilities?

Dr. ESTEBAN. Thank you, Senator, and I think what you just de-
scribed is actually the way FSIS already works. We are very com-
mitted to helping those small and medium-sized plants to buildup.
There is no reason that the size should matter in how we treat
them, whether they are a small or large producers. They are as im-
portant because they are contributing to the local economy.

I will commit to you that the FSIS will work, making no dif-
ference regardless of size, on how we treat any of the stakeholders.
The food should be safe, the employees should be safe, and the
business should be viable.

Senator SMITH. Thank you very much. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you. Senator Fischer.

Senator FISCHER. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Ms. Taylor, it was nice to meet with you yesterday, and I appre-
ciated the conversation we had about expanding trade, getting into
trade agreements, how important the export market is to American
agriculture. We discussed the Indo-Pacific region. We also talked
about issues that affect Nebraska corn growers, specifically to Mex-
ico. When you look at the amount of white corn that Nebraska ex-
ports, it is half of the white corn in the United States.

Mexico has been a top destination for Nebraska’s corn, including
white corn, but I have deep concerns over Mexico’s policy on ag bio-
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technology. They are set to ban biotech corn as soon as January
2024, and this policy is definitely out of step with the commitments
that were put in the USMCA. If left unaddressed, these policies
and processes that are related to ag biotech will harm economies
on both side of the U.S.-Mexico border.

We have heard there have been some good conversations with
the Mexican officials, but we have not seen an actions from that.
I would ask you, if confirmed, will you work with your USTR coun-
terparts to enforce the USMCA’s biotechnology provisions, and if
necess?ary, to advocate for the United States to take enforcement
action?

Ms. TAYLOR. Thank you, Senator Fischer, and I also enjoyed our
conversation yesterday, so thank you for the time.

I think the underlying point here is about using science to make
informed regulatory decisions. That is how we do it in the United
States. That is our expectation of our trading partners around the
world. Should I be confirmed, I think this is an issue I would like
to look at further, certainly engage within the Administration, and
engage with counterparts in Mexico on this important topic.

As I mentioned earlier, we face huge global challenges while we
are trying to increase production, to feed a growing world popu-
lation, with some pretty big challenges that are impacting produc-
tion today.

Senator FISCHER. If our trade agreements are not being met, if
provisions are being violated—you know, and that is specific to the
USMCA—conversations are good. I hope we can continue to have
conversations with the Mexican government. They have duties.
They have responsibilities to those agreements. Will you push them
and our Administration to make sure that they meet them?

Ms. TAYLOR. Senator, I think fundamentally enforcement of com-
mitments that are made to U.S. producers, to the U.S., is critical
to trade policy that works for our farmers. This is an issue, in par-
ticular, with Mexico, on biotechnology of corn that I want to look
into further, should I have the privilege to be confirmed, and I cer-
tainly am committed to working with you and your office on this
question.

Senator FISCHER. Thank you. Dr. Esteban, BSE is more com-
monly known as mad cow disease, and it can certainly upend any
domestic markets and also cause disruptions in our international
trade when it is found in the country’s beef supply. World Organi-
zation for Animal Health requires any BSE infections to be re-
ported within 24 hours, but last June, when we saw atypical BSE
found in two Brazil beef-packing plants, Brazil did not report that
until September.

After it was finally reported there were several industry groups
that called on the USDA to halt imports from Brazil for their beef
into the United States until the agency had conducted their own
assessment of Brazil’s processes that were used to assure food safe-
ty.

Are you aware, sir, of any efforts by the USDA to conduct their
own assessment of Brazil’s food safety standards?

Dr. ESTEBAN. Senator, thank you for that question. I am very fa-
miliar with BSE. I have actually seen cases of BSE, so I know what
it can cause and the damage it can cause to industry. I am not fa-
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miliar, or I cannot answer specifically at this point the question of
whether we are doing some active surveillance. If I were to be con-
firmed, I would look to the staff that is working on this and ask
that specific question.

I do know, and I can share with you that we have a very, very
unique equivalency system established for importing beef, and that
requires for us to do audits onsite of countries that we import from.
We follow all those regulations and rules before we actually allow
imported food into this country.

That is what I can say for now, and I would look further, if I
were to be confirmed, I would followup with your staff and look fur-
ther into that detail.

Senator FISCHER. Yes, that would be great because when we are
dealing with other countries who are not following the rules, and
you are looking at a situation with possible BSE coming into the
United States, think of the hardship on producers but also the
huge economic impact on the United States’ economy if we would
have to shut down. Thank you, sir.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Senator
Tuberville.

Senator TUBERVILLE. Thank you very much, Madam Chair.
Thank you all for being here today, and congratulations on your
nominations and your sacrifice for doing what you are doing, be-
cause it is a sacrifice.

I would like to say first, you know, I am from a State of 60 per-
cent agriculture, Alabama, as a lot of States are, especially in the
South. We are struggling. We are losing family farms almost week-
ly. I am concerned about that. It is getting worse and worse, you
know, with the EPA, the climate change activists, identity policies,
and all the politics that are throwing on our farmers, they just
want to raise food for our country.

Sooner or later, as we noticed with this pandemic, we are prob-
ably going to have to be self-sufficient. Corporations do a great job,
but the heart and soul of our country is our family farms, the
heartbeat. I mean, that is what it is all about. We are losing, and
I would hope all three of you would challenge and make sure that
we stand up for our farmers, in every State, all over this country,
because they are struggling.

I get calls weekly about “we are not going to make it.” The price
of fuel, people telling them what they can do, cannot do, that they
have done for years, and our kids, would you want your kids to get
in this business if you had been in a family farm for years, and it
has been passed down but their kids cannot make a living. I mean,
it is really sad.

I will get off my soapbox, but I just hope all of three of you, in
your purview, you just stand up for them. Stand up for our family
farms, and hopefully we can get through this tough time, because
times are going to get tougher, as we all know, especially with our
food, water, and our energy supply.

Mr. Logan, your position is responsible for maintaining safe,
sound, and dependable sources of credit for eligible farmers. How
do you believe your prior position has prepared you for this?

Mr. LoGAN. Thank you for that question, Senator. You know, I
come from a legal perspective, of course, corporate legal, but in
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credit. When I moved into the asset side of the balance sheet into
asset management I realized that if you are an investor at the level
that I was, particularly when I was a Federal official, we had an
account of $5.4 billion, you have an obligation, you have protocols
to stick with the law and the regulations and to follow the regula-
tions. My personal experience as an institutional advisor, I can tell
you that we do not chase returns. If the market is down 1 day we
do not change everything. We stay within our policies.

I actually speak on this topic. I call it the Five P’s—principles,
what are mission procedures, your protocols, policies. You have
given me the last one, the posture. We stand up for the farmers
and ranchers. That is the fifth P, is what posture, if I am confirmed
to this position, that I will take. I will stand up for the farmers and
ranchers.

Yes, FCA is a huge system, and yes, it is very expensive out
there, and with inflation it is a very complex issue. I will do what
I can do if I am confirmed to this position.

Senator TUBERVILLE. Do you have any priorities in the next farm
bill that you have looked at? Any concerns?

Mr. LogaN. We did not go into the farm bill as much, but I will
tell you one thing. My career is about young people, and the young
people, the future of agriculture, with the YBS programs at FCA,
I will focus on that if I am confirmed to this position. We have to
help young people, and beginning farmers, and small farmers. That
is where I will personally focus on. The system, they need to have
credit available for them, so that is my main job right there, to
make sure the system is, as you said, safe and sound.

Senator TUBERVILLE. Right. Being that you went to Oklahoma
State in Oklahoma, you have a tough time during a backyard
brawl. What do you do—hide at home?

[Laughter.]

Senator TUBERVILLE. Yes, Okay. I understand.

I have got a few other questions for the record, Madam Chair.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Absolutely. Yes, thank you, Senator.
Next we have Senator Lujan, and then Senator Hyde-Smith.

Senator LUJAN. Thank you very much, Madam Chair, and thank
you to both you and the Ranking Member for bringing us together
today and for this conversation, for each and every one of you, for
accepting the willingness to be before this Committee, but accept-
ing the responsibility, if confirmed, that you will embark on for the
good of the country. I thank you very, very much.

Now from a specialty crop perspective—and I appreciate the
questions the Chair has already engaged in this space—New Mex-
ico prides itself on being a national leader for many crops. One of
them that everyone thinks of when they look at New Mexico is
chile—and you can remind my brothers and sisters from Colorado
that I said that—and nuts, which often surprise many when I am
visiting with them about our-production, whether it is pistachios,
but the conversation I want to have with you is around pecans.

Crops like pecans, Ms. Taylor, have historically struggled to gain
international market access and unfair import tariffs that similar
crops just do not have. Now these tariffs undermine our ability to
diversify export markets and create uncertainty for farmers back
home who want to be able to grow a financially viable crop.
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If confirmed, how do you plan to promote and increase export
market access for specialty crop products, and if you are able to
touch on pecans specifically?

Ms. TAYLOR. Senator, thank you for that question. Having
worked in Oregon for the past five and a half years, Oregon is also
a specialty crop State. I work closely with our various sectors to en-
sure that they have the promotional opportunities to highlight
their products in international markets, whether that be through
the various marketing assistance programs that we are able to ac-
cess via USDA today, but also work to ensure that their products
have a level playing field, that they are following science-based de-
cisions on SPS health and safety import requirements.

I am very engaged, should I be confirmed, of looking at the spe-
cialty crop sector for pecan producers in your State and where are
their top markets. I would like to understand that. What are some
of the current hurdles and challenges that they are experiencing,
and how can we pull the tools that we have at USDA and within
the U.S. Government to help them expand into those markets.

Senator LUJAN. I appreciate, and working with our colleagues
here to makes sure they have had a chance to have their palate
excited by our chile and our pecans and our nuts as well. You all
will fall in love with it.

The next question, Senator Tuberville touched on this, and Mr.
Logan, you responded, around the younger farmers, the challenges
inherently in there. As we know, many of our farmers and ranchers
are aging, and there are challenges generationally throughout the
United States. We are experiencing this in New Mexico.

According to the last USDA agriculture census, 30 percent of
New Mexico’s farmers and ranchers identify as Hispanic or Latino,
21 percent identify as American Indian. Diversity matters to me as
well, and as I have always said, diversity is our strength but we
are also seeing a decline in diversity within production as well.

As a Farm Credit Administration board member, how will you
work to increase credit opportunities for historically underserved
communities?

Mr. LoGAN. Thank you for that question, Senator. With my work
with the Native American Agriculture Fund I can tell you that we
serve nationwide native communities, in particular the Pueblo com-
munities. We work with them. We understand the importance of
diversity, as you said, and we try to think of different ways, new
solutions, different ways of viewing things to get capital out to
fzirmers and ranchers, and in particular, to work with young peo-
ple.

I will say that my personal/professional work has been in finan-
cial education and investment education. If I am confirmed in this
position, I believe there is a need for credit education. To become
creditworthy is critical. It is critical, and it is very difficult, actu-
ally, for young people to understand all the pieces of credit. The en-
tire system is premised upon working with creditworthy borrowers.

You know, like I said, I did not look under the hood for the FCA
yet, but I understand that there are ways of working with young
borrowers, and there are programs, and I have got to make sure
that they are being followed, the programs are being followed, and
doing what they promised to do.
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My personal view is that it is credit and understanding how cred-
it works, you know, it is just critical for everyone right now, and
in partlcular for borrowers of color.

Senator LUJAN. I appreciate that. Chair Stabenow, as I see my
time has expired, I do have some questions for Dr. Esteban. I wil
submit them into the record. It is around Country of Origin Label-
ing, “Product of the USA” labeling, things of that nature. My ques-
tion stems from if I go buy an avocado I know where it comes from.
I know where it was produced. Not always true with beef.

I will submit those into the record, but I wanted to say thank
you again for being here, and I look forward to following up. Thank
you, Chair Stabenow.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you so much, and important
questions to followup on. Thank you so much.

Next we have Senator Hyde-Smith, and then I believe Senator
Braun will go next. Thank you.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. Thank you, Madam Chair and Ranking
Member Boozman, for holding this meeting, and thank you to all
three of you for belng willing to step up and offer yourselves in
these positions. I have been impressed with what 1 have heard
today.

My question is for Ms. Taylor. First of all, I want to say how I
admire you, and that we have been on a trade mission together and
you were a true leader, and I was very impressed by that.

One of the things I want to talk about with Mississippi is we are
proud to be one of the top rice producers in the entire country. Rice
production in the Southeast generates hundreds of millions in eco-
nomic output annually and helps put affordable food on our plates,
both at home and abroad.

The producers in Mississippi and across the country continue to
operate at a disadvantage to major competitors like India, which
over-subsidizes their farmers and violate world trade organization
obligations.

If confirmed as Under Secretary, will you help lead the charge
at USDA and work closely with the Office of the United States
Trade Representative to ensure that our domestic producers oper-
ate on a level playing field with foreign producers? I am not asking
for anything else, just what is level. If confirmed, what are your
plans toward securing new trade deals and expanding markets
overseas, and will you work with both the USDA Foreign Agri-
culture Services and U.S. Codex Office with your jurisdiction to en-
sure that science-based policies remain the backbone of our inter-
national trade institutions?

I know that was a lot in one, but I know you can handle it too.

Ms. TAYLOR. Well, thank you for those kind words, Senator
Hyde-Smith. I also enjoyed our time in Hong Kong and Shanghai
when we went on that trade mission.

I think first, one of my, I think, fundamentals around trade pol-
icy is ensuring that we are enforcing existing commitments that
have been made to the United States, regardless if that is in a bi-
lateral, multilateral or plurilateral sense such as the WTO. Should
I be confirmed, I am very interested in looking into this issue, en-
gaging with your rice producers in Mississippi, and your office on
this issue, to look at it further.
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I think on the question of new trade deals, what I am very inter-
ested in are a couple of fundamentals to bring to the conversations
within the Administration around what is meaningful market ac-
cess for a cross-section and diversity of U.S. agricultural products
that are producing and exporting, how do we address non-tariff
barriers and ensure that science-based regulatory processes and de-
cisionmaking is being implemented within those various trading
partners, and then having enforceable standards within those trade
commitments. Then the final step is ensuring that when commit-
ments are not being made or lived up to, that have been made to
U.S. producers, that we are then enforcing those standards that we
have negotiated.

That is kind of the fundamental approach that I want to bring
to the conversations around the trade policy for the Administration.

Then finally, as you mentioned, with the reorganization, the
Codex Office has moved under the TFAA mission area, and fun-
damentally that body has helped bring science-based clarity for
food products for the international export market. Keeping that
science-based decisionmaking in conversations that are rooted in
science is absolutely paramount and something I am very com-
mitted to, should I be confirmed.

Senator HYDE-SMITH. Thank you very much. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Senator Braun.

Senator BRAUN. Thank you, Madam Chair. Ms. Taylor, I enjoyed
our conversation yesterday. We covered a broad array of subjects.
This one is particular to my home State of Indiana and other poul-
try-producing States.

Indiana is one of the top poultry producers in the country—lay-
ers, turkeys, ducks, the whole works. We have been hit hard by the
HPAI outbreak this year.

As you know, situations like this can have a significant not only
current impact but long term as well, because when you have to
remediate it, it is basically you know what the solution is. It dis-
rupts things big time, so it means that we have to be alert, we
have to be preemptive, do whatever we can to try to keep it at bay.

Since the first case was confirmed in February, I have worked
closely with APHIS and our State agencies in Indiana to ensure
that Hoosier producers have markets for their poultry along with
this challenge. Looking forward, I believe the U.S. should probably
do more to be preemptive, to be proactive, because once these hit,
the alternatives are not good. They are bleak.

What steps will you take to be proactive, to adopt that kind of
healthy paranoia, maybe you might call it, in trading that you are
g({)}ing to be in charge of, in face of this challenge that does impact
it?

Ms. TAYLOR. Thank you for that question. I think it is an impor-
tant one. As Director at the Oregon Department of Agriculture
(ODA), dealing with high-path avian influenza is something that
we are dealing with in Oregon as well. Oregon State Veterinarian
is actually under ODA, so this is, unfortunately, an issue that I am
very familiar with this year as well.

I think, first and foremost, working with the regulators at
APHIS to ensure that they have the resources and the tools that
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they need to quarantine when there is an HPAI-positive case, and
then communicating with our trading partners when there is one,
so we can ensure that we have an appropriate regionalized quar-
antine zone around that, and it does not impact the entire produc-
tion of the State. I think that is very important.

I think on the proactive side, communicating with our trading
partners who are highly sensitive, oftentimes, to high-path avian
influenza before we start seeing cases in the United States. This
is not the first time we have experienced it. Unfortunately, it will
not be the last. I think having that open communication and open
dialog with our trading partners that is rooted in the science of it
is going to be critically important and something I am interested
in engaging in also with you and your office and your State, should
I have the privilege to be confirmed.

Senator BRAUN. I am glad to hear that because I know a lot of
poultry producers are on edge, not only in our State, and to have
someone like you that addresses it as a significant issue and will
do everything within your capability to be proactive, I think that
is going to be soothing to many that are still wanting to get this
in the rear-view mirror. It does seem to raise its ugly head too
often. Thank you.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much. Senator Hoeven
was next. I am not sure

He will be coming back. In the meantime, Senator Thune.

Senator THUNE. Thank you, Madam Chair and Ranking Member
Boozman, and thanks for having the hearing to consider these
nominations, and thank you all for your willingness to appear be-
fore this Committee and your willingness to serve in these posi-
tions.

Before I start my questions I just want to again voice frustration
that I have expressed now for a year and a half that we are this
far into the current Administration and we are just now consid-
ering the nominee for USDA Under Secretary for Trade and For-
eign Affairs, and we still do not have a Chief Ag Negotiator in
place at USTR. The fact that the Administration has failed to
prioritize these nominations for what I think are very important
roles, there is just no excuse for it. Our nation’s agricultural pro-
ducers have been without a leading voice on the global stage for
way too long, and so I hope we get these nominations across the
finish line and get a focus on the issues that really matter to Amer-
ican agriculture, one of which obviously is trade.

Ms. Taylor, as you know, cattle producers in South Dakota, Iowa,
and across the country work hard each day to produce high-quality
beef. Americans know this, and they want to know where their food
is coming from, which is why I have been a longtime supporter of
mandatory Country of Origin Labeling, something that we have
passed at least twice in the time that I have been in Congress.
Each time it gets challenged at the WTO, and we all run for cover.

That has got to stop. We need a mandatory Country of Origin
Labeling regime in place, once and for all, one that our trade nego-
tiators are willing to go to the WTO and defend.

When we introduced this bill earlier this year, the American Beef
Labeling Act, we did it in a way that would allow the Office of
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USTR and USDA to develop a WTO-compliant means of reinstating
MCOOL for beef.

I still cannot understand why in the world, in this country, ev-
erything that we wear, everything that we have on today has a
label on it. We require labeling on everything in this country except
the thing we put in the center of our plate. This has got to change.

I want to know, if confirmed, will you commit to work with me
and my staff on finding a path forward on Country of Origin Label-
ing to help address the concerns not only of South Dakotans but
I think of all Americans who want to know where their beef is com-
ing from?

Ms. TAYLOR. Thank you for that question, Senator Thune. I think
it is a really important one. It is a question and comment I hear
often from Oregon ranchers. I hear it from my own family, who
raise livestock and raise cattle in Iowa.

Should I be confirmed, I am absolutely committed to working
with you and USTR on a path that brings Country of Origin Label-
ing for our producers but also for our consumers in a way that is
WTO-compliant.

Senator THUNE. Okay. Thank you. Madam Chair, I would say
Senator Tester and I have this bill. I hope that as we consider the
next farm bill we can get this incorporated in there. It is high time
that we, once and for all, settle this issue about whether or not the
United States of America is going to not only support its producers
in enabling them to differentiate their products but also give the
American consumer the option of purchasing beef that they know
has been born, raised, and harvested here in the United States.
That has got to happen, and I hope we can get that done in this
farm bill.

Ms. Taylor, I am also concerned about the Administration’s lack
of attention to expanding markets for U.S. agricultural products,
and I will again use the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, or
IPEF. It fails to include market access. For generations, a large
part of our Nation’s economic success has been based on the U.S.
advocating for more, not fewer, open markets. As a result, U.S.
farm and food product exports have grown substantially in recent
decades, which has largely been due to greater market access op-
portunities for American exporters.

Under this Administration, however, there are no trade agree-
ments under discussion or efforts underway to meaningfully in-
crease market access for U.S. ag products. That is a problem. There
is some low-hanging fruit out there. There are some deals I think
that get done fairly quickly. I want to know, if confirmed, what ac-
tions you intend to take to advocate for market access opportunities
for U.S. farmers and ranchers, and will you advocate for reauthor-
ization of trade promotion authority, something that this Adminis-
tration has not requested, and which many of us on both sides of
the aisle, I think, would support?

We have got to have market access opportunities, tariff reduc-
tions that would benefit U.S. agricultural interests. I do not see it
coming out of this Administration, in any form, and I want to know
what you are going to do about it.

Ms. TAYLOR. Thank you, Senator, for that question. I think there
are a couple of components that, should I be confirmed, I am inter-
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ested in engaging with members of this Committee and the agri-
culture community and producers in your State around priority
markets.

Then you mentioned the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework. I
think that is a very exciting region of the world, certainly for U.S.
agriculture. There is a lot of opportunity. Should I be confirmed, I
am interested in understanding the agriculture community’s prior-
ities in engaging within the Administration on what does meaning-
ful market access look like for our producers, what does addressing
non-tariff barriers look like in that framework, and how do we
bring about enforcement mechanisms to ensure that we can hold
those partners accountable should they not live up to those commit-
ments? That, collectively, is absolutely a priority for me when en-
gaging within the Administration, should I be confirmed.

Senator THUNE. It is a huge market opportunity. That region of
the world also would act as a check-and-balance again China’s in-
fluence. The fact that we are not present there is a great concern
not only on a trade and economic basis but also on a national secu-
rity basis.

I hope you focus like a laser on that and try and deal with what
I think is this Administration’s reluctance to actually put deals in
place that deal with the issue of market access, which is critical.
Thank you.

Chairwoman STABENOW. Thank you very much, Senator Thune.

There is a vote in process on the floor so we will wrap up today
and thank again our three nominees for being here today. I strong-
ly support each and every one of you in your nominations moving
forward. I know, as you can see from today, there is strong bipar-
tisan support from the Committee, which speaks to each of you and
the quality of your nominations.

This concludes the hearing. The record will remain open until to-
morrow at 5 p.m. for members to submit additional questions or
statements. The meeting is adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 11:42 a.m., the Committee was adjourned.]
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Opening Statement of Dr. Jose Emilio Esteban, Nominee for Under Secretary for Food
Safety,
Before the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
September 22, 2022

Remarks as Prepared

Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman, and members of the Committee, I want to thank you
for the opportunity to appear before you today, and for your consideration of my nomination to be Under

Secretary for Food Safety at the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).

T want to also thank all those who are responsible for my success in life, especially my family and the
many women and men with whom I have served during my tenure as a Federal employee. A special
thanks to my wife Mandy, my son Joseph, and daughter Emily. I continue to leam every day from them.
I'would also like to thank President Biden for nominating me to serve as Under Secretary and Secretary
Vilsack for his trust and support. If confirmed, I look forward to working with Secretary Vilsack and

Congress to ensure a safe and nutritious food supply for all consumers.

‘When I migrated to the United States in 1985, I would have never envisioned the breadth and magnitude
of the opportunities this country would offer me. Opportunities I jumped at and that have brought me here
today. My mother’s cousin, David, opened his home to me and sponsored me into the U.S. I remember
our first stop, right from the airport was the Social Security Office, so I could get a number and start
working. Welcome to America! In the ensuing nearly forty years 've worked in tomato fields, in the

retail industry, marketing, put on rodeo shows, and obtained two additional academic degrees.

For the last thirty years I've had the privilege to work for the Federal government. First as an epidemic
intelligence service officer and staff epidemiologist at CDC and then at USDA in multiple locations and
arcas of responsibility, most recently as chief scientist. In those 30 years, I've worked alongside
dedicated administrators, staff, plant personnel, veterinarians, and others with a shared goal of
safeguarding America’s food supply. I've also traveled the world on behalf of FSIS, working with local
people, sharing meals, and exchanging thoughts. Because of these experiences, I understand how
important a role USDA plays in the world providing safe and nutritious food to both our citizens and

global communities.

1 would like to highlight a few priority areas I intend to focus on if T am fortunate to be confirmed. First

and foremost, safe and nutritious food is a right for every American; emphasis on the word “every.” We
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have one of the world’s safest and strongest food safety systems. I intend to maintain and enhance that

status.

Second, our employees are an essential part of our mission. We must ensure that their work environment

is safe and affords those who seck them, opportunitics to grow.

Third, we need to engage transparently with both producers and consumers, as a team. For every
challenge, there is a solution that provides safe food, a healthy workplace, and continued business

viability. One need not and should not compromise one for the other.

Fourth and last, we have to work more collaboratively across USDA agencies and with other public
health partners. There is a plethora of opportunities for synergy and collaboration within USDA.

Together we achieve more substantial and encompassing goals than by working independently.

If T am fortunate enough to be confirmed, I will work on these four areas -- safe food, safe workplace,
open communication, cross-agency collaboration -- and employ these approaches when addressing
challenges that can achieve long-term positive impact on the agency and food system, as well as in
moments of difficulty. This is how we will protect our consumers, domestic and foreign, grow our

economy, and have a healthy and productive workforce.

I am excited and eager for this opportunity, if confirmed, to lead USDA’s food safety work for the Biden-
Harris Administration and further the administration’s cfforts to transform America’s food system and
support more resilient local and regional food production, while ensuring access to safe, healthy, and
nutritious food in all communities. The outpouring of interest USDA has seen from farmers and rural
communities and businesses, particularly from our small to mid-sized meat and poultry processing
facilitics, as they seek ways to build new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers and

transforming our food system has been inspirational.

I’d like to again thank President Biden and Secretary Vilsack for their support and thank you Chairwoman
Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman, and members of the committee for the opportunity to appear

before you today.
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The United States has afforded me opportunities that I have valued throughout my career. The possibility
of serving as the next Under Secretary for Food Safety, is an opportunity I see as way to give back to a

nation that has given me so much. I look forward to your questions.
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Oral Statement by the Honorable Vincent Logan
Before the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture

September 22, 2022

Thank you, Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman, and distinguished members
of the committee. My name is Vincent Logan. I have the privilege of being nominated by
President Biden to serve on the board of the Farm Credit Administration. It is an honor to

appear before you today seeking your confirmation of my nomination.

My parents loved this country. Both raised in rural America on family farms, both members
of the Osage Nation, both served in the military during World War II and are interred at
Arlington National Cemetery. My father, Oscar Logan Jr., enlisted in the U.S. Marines Corps
and fought with the Fifth Division in Iwo Jima, where he was critically wounded for which he
received the Purple Heart. My mother, Della Morrell Logan, served in the U.S. Army during
World War II as a nurse stationed here in Washington. After the war, they both returned to

Oklahoma where they met, were married, and started a family.

I vividly remember my first visit to Washington as a boy. On that trip I saw how my parents
revered the great monuments and institutions of our country, those that we all cherish. I
recall when we visited the Capitol, we dressed in our Sunday best and spoke in hushed
tones. To this day I recall how my mother’s eyes welled up when she heard the national

anthem and saw the American flag.

My parents believed in service to our communities and our country. They exhibited
patriotism and promoted the ideals of good citizenry. They instilled these values in me, and
it is these values that led me to serve our country as Special Trustee for American Indians
during the Obama Administration and lead me here today. Joining me here today is my
partner, Dr. Steven Lieberman, who served as Acting Under Secretary for the Veterans
Health Administration when COVID ravaged this country. Steven worked tirelessly
throughout the pandemic, literally working seven days a week for well over two years. I
personally witnessed his courageous efforts in service to veterans and VHA staff, leading
the VHA through its darkest days. His dedication embodies the very essence of public

service, always putting the needs of others before himself. He is my hero. I appreciate

Steven’s guidance and support, and for being here with me today.
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My career in public service began in the Office of the Oklahoma Attorney General. I later
worked in the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice in Washington, and as
previously mentioned, as Special Trustee for American Indians at the Department of the
Interior. I spent most of my career in the private sector in New York, first as a corporate
finance lawyer and then as an investment advisor for institutional clients. Since 2019, I have
been the Chief Financial Officer and Chief Investment Officer with the Native American
Agriculture Fund, the largest philanthropic organization focused solely on Native American

farming and ranching communities.

The Farm Credit System, established by an act of Congress over 100 years ago, has a long
history and an inspiring mission to provide credit to U.S. farmers, ranchers, and agricultural
cooperatives. Credit is critical to the success of farmers and ranchers. Production
agriculture is capital intensive and heavily reliant on access to competitive credit. The cost
of land, labor, equipment, and fertilizer is high, requiring both long-term and short-term
financing. In addition to being costly to operate, agricultural enterprises also entail
considerable risk, thanks to variables like weather and market forces. I am very thankful to
the men and women who, despite the risks, produce the food and fiber we depend on to

survive.

Although the Farm Credit System is the largest single provider of agricultural credit, it is by
no means the only one. Many commercial lenders also serve the credit needs of our farmers.
Farmers and ranchers benefit from these multiple sources of financing competing for

business because it often results in lower interest rates and better terms.

As a government-sponsored enterprise dedicated to serving agriculture, the Farm Credit
System’s mission is to serve agriculture in good times and in bad. When the farm economy

takes a downturn, farmers and ranchers need Farm Credit to be there for them.

It would be an honor to serve on the board of the agency that is responsible for keeping the
System safe and sound and ensuring it fulfills its important mission. And I believe my
education, career experience, and expertise — both as an attorney and in finance — qualify

me for the position.

Although I left rural Oklahoma as a young man years ago, my love for rural America has not
waned, and my desire to serve and give back is as strong as ever. If this committee in its
wisdom confirms my nomination, I will put my expertise and passion to work to ensure the
success of the Farm Credit System and its mission to serve our nation’s farmers and

ranchers.

Thank you. I look forward to answering your questions.
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Opening Statement of Alexis M. Taylor, Nominee for Under Secretary of Agriculture for Trade and
Foreign Agricultural Affairs
Before the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
September 22, 2022

Remarks as Prepared

Thank you, Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman and members of this

Committee. A special thanks to Senator Grassley for that warm introduction.

It is an honor to be nominated by President Biden for the position of Under Secretary for Trade
and Foreign Agricultural Affairs. I am particularly humbled to be considered for this critical role

by this committee, which I hold in such high regard.

1 also would like to thank Secretary Vilsack for his dedicated leadership of USDA, as well as his

support and mentorship over the years.

I would not be here today without the support of my family, including my mother, Karol. There
have been no bigger champions throughout my life and my career, and 1 am grateful for your
unconditional support. I also want to thank my sister Amanda, who is here with me today, and
brother-in-law Ryan who as farmers help to keep me connected to the opportunities and
challenges faced by producers and our agricultural communities every day. I am also thankful for
the first and most influential farmer in my life, my father, Joe. Although he has passed, there is
not a day that goes by where I do not call upon lessons he taught me on the farm. I know he

would be very proud today.

As Senator Grassley mentioned, my career in agriculture began at a very young age, growing up

on a farm which has been in my family for over 160 years.

Ilearned many things growing up on my family’s farm in Iowa - from the hard work and long
hours our farmers and ranchers put into raising a crop or keeping livestock healthy; to the

challenges that unpredictable weather and volatile markets can bring. One of the most important
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things that was instilled in me as a child was a desire to serve a greater good and give back to my

community.

That desire to serve led me to enlist in the U.S. Army Reserves when I was still a junior in High
School, drove me through 8 years of military service, including a deployment to Iraq, and drew

me to my career in public service, working to advance the interests of U.S. agriculture.

While working on Capitol Hill for an lowa Congressman and then a Senator who served on this
Committee, at USDA previously or today with the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA),
some of my most meaningful work has been finding solutions to the complex challenges farmers
and ranchers face. Throughout my career, farmers and ranchers have shared those challenges
with me from the cab of their pickup on a ranch tour in Montana, while walking a wheat field in

northeastern Oregon, or riding in a combine during harvest in Jowa.

One of my favorite quotes is from President Dwight Eisenhower, who said, “Farming looks

mighty easy when your plow is a pencil and you're a thousand miles from the corn field.”

It is a lesson I have taken to heart, and throughout my career I have made sure to spend time with
farmers and ranchers and hear firsthand about the support they need to be successful — including
in my current role where I made it a priority to visit every county in Oregon during my first year

as director.

Should T have the honor to be confirmed, T will carry their stories with me as I work to advance
U.S. agriculture across the globe as I1ead the Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Mission

Area and the dedicated staff at the Foreign Agricultural Service.

FAS’ mission to link U.S. agriculture to the world to enhance export opportunities and global

food security is as relevant today as when it was created in 1930.
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As the diplomatic and humanitarian crisis has unfolded in Ukraine, the capacity building and
food security programs at USDA will be even more critical to help the world navigate a growing

global food security crisis.

The United States plays a critical role in combatting food insecurity and working to protect the
most vulnerable. I am proud of this part of the TFAA and FAS mission and will be committed to

this work should I have the privilege to serve.

At the same time, our farmers, ranchers, and forestry professionals here at home are experiencing
unprecedented challenges. From supply chain disruptions impacting not only our food and
agricultural exports, but also critical imports, to the impacts of inflation, these challenges are
being directly felt by every agricultural community across the country. Ensuring strong export

markets is critical to building resiliency for our U.S. agriculture community.

My time at ODA, has helped me draw even stronger connections to our farmers and ranchers and

the importance that export markets have on their profitability and their success.

Expanding and maintaining diversified market opportunities, rebuilding strong and reliable
trading relationships, and holding our trading partners accountable are essential for our
agricultural community. And equally as important is removing trade barriers and working to
ensure our trading partners have transparent, science-based regulatory requirements which are

predictable for our exporters.

As Thave seen from my current position at ODA, the Biden-Harris administration, through the
efforts of both Secretary Vilsack and Ambassador Tai, have made it clear that the country’s trade
agenda is focused on growing the economy from the bottom up and the middle out, and creating
trade policy where agriculture is at the table. Should I be confirmed, I am eager to join in that
effort to work in coordination with the U.S. Trade Representative, and other federal agencies and
Congress, to work to expand and maintain that diversified market access for U.S. farmers,

producers, and exporters, and help them connect with customers around the world.
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Agriculture is not just what I do, but it is very much who I am. Working to support farmers and
ranchers across the country is something I have dedicated my career to. And should I have the
honor to be confirmed as Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, Iam
committed to working to ensure the interests of U.S. agriculture is being represented here at

home and around the globe.

Thank you and Ilook forward to responding to questions that Members of the Committee might

have.
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June 22, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman
Chairwoman Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry Nutrition, and Forestry

328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

The undersigned companies write to express our support for the nomination of Oregon
Department of Agriculture Director Alexis Taylor to serve as the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs. U.S. agricultural
producers and agribusinesses, in addition to consumers worldwide, will be well served through
Director Taylor's administration of the department’s trade promotion and capacity building
programs.

America’s farmers, ranchers, processors, exporters, and food manufacturers are foundational in
the strength of our country—not just in rural areas, but in feeding, fueling, and clothing people
in America’s cities and around the world. Trade is vital to the economic viability of our industry.
Food and agriculture are among the most export competitive sectors in U.S. and support tens of
millions of jobs. It is crucial that U.S. farmers, ranchers, and agribusinesses have champions to
advocate on their behalf on the world stage.

Director Taylor has deep roots in U.S. agriculture and was raised on her family farm in
Northeast lowa. Like many rural Americans, Director Taylor decided to serve her nation in the
Armed Forces, enlisting in the U.S. Army Reserves while still in high school. Director Taylor
served one tour in Iraq with the 389" Combat Engineer Battalion and served in the Reserves
from 1998 to 2006. After receiving her bachelor’s degree from lowa State University, she
worked for various members of the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate.

in 2014, due to her tireless work in Congress, Director Taylor was appointed by the Obama
Administration as the USDA Deputy Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services,
where she helped ensure agricultural stakeholder’s voices were at the table as the U.S. worked
to open markets around the globe. Then, in 2016, she was appointed to her current role by
Oregon Gov. Katie Brown. From this post, Director Taylor oversees the state’s efforts on food
safety and consumer protection, natural resource protection and the promotion of Oregon
products in the United States and around the world.



Director Taylor is a widely recognized leader on agriculture policy and has the domestic and
international experience to shepherd U.S. agriculture through growing global changes of
protecting food security, tackling inflation, and expanding markets for U.S. agricultural
products. She is a dedicated, hardworking, results driven public servant —qualities that are
recognized by the large range of stakeholders supporting her nomination.

We strongly urge the Committee to quickly advance her nomination so she can begin the
important work at USDA to address the issues facing our farmers and ranchers and the growing

food security challenges around the world.

Sincerely,

CHS, Inc.

Ackerman Marketing, Inc.

ADM

AFB International

Ag Processing Inc.

Agri Beef Co.

Agri-Mark, Inc.

AgTrade Strategies LLC

Alitech

Amalgamated Sugar Company
Amcot

American Crystal Sugar Company
Amvac Chemical

Associated Milk Producers Inc. (AMPI)
BASF Corporation

Bayer

Beachner Grain, Inc.

BelGioioso Cheese, Inc.

Berg Schmidt America LLC

Blue Diamond Growers

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health
Bongards Creameries

Bunge

California Canning Peach Association
California Dairies, Inc.

Cargill

Cayuga Marketing

Ceres Solutions Cooperative, Inc.
Co-Alliance Cooperative, Inc.
CoBank

Cooperative Milk Producers Association
Corteva Agriscience

Crockery Creek Turkey Farms

Dairy Farmers of America

Darigold

Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative
Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery
Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association
Farm Credit Services of America
Farmers Business Network
FarmFirst Dairy Cooperative
Freeland Bean & Grain, Inc.
Freshpet, Inc.

Frontier Farm Credit

Gowan USA

Grassland Dairy Products INC.

Green Plains Inc.

GROWMARK

Harvey Milling

High-Lean Pork, inc

Hilmar

Hormel Foods

Indigo Ag

International Ingredient Corporation
James Farrell & Co.

KCoe Isom, LLP

King Milling Company

Land O'Lakes, Inc.

Landus

Leprino Foods Company



Lifeline Foods

Lineage Logistics

Louis Dreyfus Company

Maryland & Virginia Milk Producers
Cooperative Association

MCT Dairies

Mead Johnson Nutrition/Reckitt
Michigan Agricultural Commodities
Michigan Milk Producers Association
Michigan Potash and Salt Company
Michigan Processing Apple Growers
Michigan Processing Asparagus Growers
Milk Specialties Global

MKC

North River Enterprises, LLC
Northwest Dairy Association/Darigold
Northwest Farm Credit Services
Novozymes

Nutrien

Organic Valley

Plains Cotton Cooperative Association
Prairie Farms Dairy

Ravenna Feed & Grain Inc.

Sargent docks and terminal inc.
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Sartori Cheese
Schreiber Foods Inc.
Scotts Miracle-Gro
Sietserma Farms

Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative

Star Milling Co.

Sunmaid Growers of California
Sunsweet Growers Inc.

Superior Farms

Syngenta

T.C. Jacoby & Company, Inc.

The Kroger Co.

Tillamook County Creamery Association
Trugman Nash

U.S. Meat Export Federation

United Dairy Farmers of Florida
United Dairymen of Arizona

United Grain Corporation

Upstate Niagara Cooperative, Inc.
Valent US.A. LLC

William Westman & Associates LLC
Wisconsin Agri-Business Association
World Perspectives, Inc.

Zoetis
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American
Forest & Paper

. Association Office of the President

May 31, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman

The Honorable John Boozman, Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

On behalf of the American Forest & Paper Association (AF&PA), we are pleased to write
in support of the confirmation of Alexis Taylor, nominated to be Under Secretary for Trade and
Foreign Affairs at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

AF&PA serves to advance U.S. paper and wood products manufacturers through fact-
based public policy and marketplace advocacy. The forest products industry is circular by
nature. AF&PA member companies make essential products from renewable and recycle
resources, generate renewable bioenergy and are committed to continuous improvement
through the industry’s sustainability initiative — Better Practices, Better Planet 2030:
Sustainable Products for a Sustainable Future. The forest products industry accounts for
approximately four percent of the total U.S. manufacturing GDP, manufactures nearly $300
billion in products annually and employs approximately 950,000 people. The industry meets a
payroll of approximately $60 billion annually and is among the top 10 manufacturing sector
employers in 45 states.

We believe Director Taylor is well-qualified to serve as Under Secretary at USDA.
Throughout her time as Director of the Oregon Department of Agriculture and as Deputy Under
Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services at USDA, Director Taylor has proven to
possess an understanding of the important role agriculture and forestry plays in supporting jobs
and rural economies through trade. We look forward to working with her on free and fair trade
policies that advance the competitiveness of the U.S. pulp, paper, packaging, tissue, and wood
products manufacturing industry and its workers.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kind regards,

//a/bg/””“' él/v‘ﬁ 5247@”\‘/'/

Heidi Brock Eric Steiner
President and Chief Executive Officer Vice President, Government Affairs

1101 K Street, N.W., Suite 700 « Washington, D.C. 20005 ¢ (202) 463-2700 « afandpa.org
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June 22, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman
Chairwoman Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry Nutrition, and Forestry

328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

We write to express our support for the nomination of Oregon Department of Agriculture
Director Alexis Taylor to serve as the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Under Secretary for
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs. U.S. agricultural producers and global food security will
be well served through Director Taylor’s administration of the department’s trade promotion
and capacity building programs—she is uniquely qualified for this role.

Director Taylor's understanding of agriculture and trade issues can be traced back to her
childhood. She was raised on the Northeast lowa farm that has been in her family for more
than 160 years and began her long career in public service in high school when she enlisted in
the U.S. Army Reserves. Director Taylor served one tour in lraq with the 389" Combat Engineer
Battalion and served in the Reserves from 1998 to 2006. After receiving her bachelor’s degree
from lowa State University, she worked for various members of the U.S. House of
Representatives and U.S. Senate.

In 2014, due to her tireless work in Congress, Director Taylor was appointed by the Obama
Administration as the USDA Deputy Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services,
where she helped ensure agricultural stakeholder’s voices were at the table as the U.S. worked
to open markets around the globe. Then, in 2016, she was appointed to her current role by
Oregon Gov. Katie Brown. From this post, Director Taylor oversees the state’s efforts on food
safety and consumer protection, natural resource protection and the promotion of Oregon
products in the United States and around the world.

Director Taylor is a widely recognized leader on agriculture policy and has the domestic and
international experience to shepherd U.S. agriculture through growing global changes of
protecting food security, tackling inflation, and expanding markets for U.S. agricultural
products. She is a dedicated, hardworking, results driven public servant—qualities that are
recognized by the large range of stakeholders supporting her nomination.

We strongly urge the Committee to quickly advance Director Taylor’'s nomination so she can
begin the important work at USDA to address the issues facing our farmers and ranchers and
the growing food security challenges around the world.
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Sincerely,

National Association of Wheat Growers
Agricultural Retailers Association
Agribusiness Association of lowa
Agribusiness Council of Indiana
American Bakers Association
American Beekeeping Federation
American Cotton Shippers Association
American Farm Bureau Federation
American Feed industry Association
American Frozen Food Institute
American Peanut Council

American Seed Trade Association
American Soybean Association
American Sugar Alliance

Animal Health Institute
Biotechnology Innovation Organization
California Fig Advisory Board
California Prune Board

California Strawberry Commission
California Walnut Commission
Croplife America

Corn Refiners Association

Distilled Spirits Council of the United States
Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative

Farm Credit Council

Farmers for Free Trade

Florida Feed Association, Inc.

Food Northwest

Global Cold Chain Alliance

Growth Energy

International Dairy Food Association
International Fresh Food Association
International Fresh Produce Association
lowa Biotechnology Association

lowa Corn Growers Association

lowa Pork Producers Association

lowa Renewable Fuels Association
lowa Soybean Association

Leather and Hide Council of America
Meat Import Council of America
Midwest Dairy Coalition
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National Association of State Departments of Agriculture
National Confectioners Association
National Corn Growers Association
National Cotton Council

National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
National Farmers Union

National Grain and Feed Association
National Milk Producers Federation
National Oilseed Processors Association
National Pecan Federation

National Pork Producers Council
National Potato Council

National Sorghum Producers

National Turkey Federation

North American Blueberry Council
North America Meat Institute

North American Millers Association
North America Renderers Association
North Dakota Corn Growers Association
North Dakota Grain Growers Association
Northeast Agribusiness and Feed Alliance
Northwest Horticultural Council

Ohio Agribusiness Association

Oregon Bioscience Association

Oregon Cattlemen’s Association
Oregon Dairy Farmers Association
Oregon Farm Bureau

Oregon Feed and Grain Association
Oregon Organic Coalition

Oregon Seed Association

Oregon Seed Council

Oregon Wheat Growers League

Oregon Wine Council

Oregon Winegrowers Association

Pet Food Institute

Southwest Council of Agribusiness
Sweeteners Users Association

Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council
Texas Grain and Feed Association

The Fertilizer Institute

U.S. Apple Association

U.S. Dairy Export Council

U.S. Dry Bean Council

U.S. Dry Pea & Lentil Council
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U.S. Durum Growers Association

U.S. Meat Export Federation

U.S. Peanut Federation

U.S. Rice Producers Association

U.S. Wheat Associates

USA Rice

Western Growers Association

Western Peanut Growers Association
Willamette Valley Specialty Seed Association
Wisconsin Agri-Business Association
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PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORIES

September 21, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Washington DC, 20510

The Honorable John Boozman, Ranking Member
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Washington DC, 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman,

The Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL) strongly endorses the nomination of Dr. Jose Emilio
Esteban to the position of Undersecretary for Food Safety at the United States Department of Agriculture.
Dr. Esteban is preeminently qualified and suited to take the top food safety position at USDA, ensuring
the nation’s supply of meat, poultry, and processed egg products are safe for consumers.

Dr Esteban received APHL’s 2019 On the Front Line Award for his contributions over two decades as the
FSIS liaison to our Food Safety committee. His election to the vice presidency of the International
Association for Food Protection is a testament to his training, his ability to collaborate with industry and
government officials, and his institutional knowledge of the US food safety system. Globally, he has been
an effective member of U.S. delegations to the Codex Alimentarius Commission. As the FSIS science
advisor for laboratory services, Dr Esteban had the vision for and implemented harmonized efforts across
FSIS laboratories, maintained operations to stringent 1ISO 17025 standards, and coordinated emergency
response within USDA and across federal agencies. We anticipate the partnership of Dr. Esteban and Ms.
Sandra Eskin, Deputy Undersecretary for Food Safety, will advance science, technological modernization
and the stakeholder relations at the agency, to the benefit of the public health.

APHL is a member-service association that works to strengthen laboratory systems serving the public’s
health in the United States and globally, representing state, local, and territorial governmental public
health laboratories in the United States. We encourage the expeditious confirmation of Dr. Esteban.
Please contact us (scott.becker@aphl.org) if we can be of any assistance.

Sincerely,

Alat § Bl D L2
Scott Becker, MS Daphne Ware, PhD
Chief Executive Officer President

8515 Georgia Avenue, Suite 700, Silver Spring, MD 20910 | P 240.485.2745 | F 240.485.2700 | www.aphl.org
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December 1, 2021

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Washington DC, 20510

The Honorable John Boozman, Ranking Member
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Washington DC, 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman,

The Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL) strongly endorses the nomination of Dr. Jose Emilio
Esteban to the position of Undersecretary for Food Safety at the United States Department of Agriculture.
Dr. Esteban is preeminently qualified, and suited, to take the top food safety position at USDA, ensuring
the nation’s supply of meat, poultry, and processed egg products are safe for consumers.

Dr Esteban received APHL’s 2019 On the Front Line Award for his contributions over two decades as the
FSIS liaison to our Food Safety committee. His election to the vice presidency of the International
Association for Food Protection is a testament to his training, his ability to collaborate with industry and
government officials, and his institutional knowledge of the US food safety system. Globally, he has been
an effective member of U.S. delegations to the Codex Alimentarius Commission. As the FSIS science
advisor for laboratory services, Dr Esteban had the vision for and implemented harmonized efforts across
FSIS laboratories, maintained operations to stringent ISO 17025 standards, and coordinated emergency
response within USDA and across federal agencies. We anticipate the partnership of Dr. Esteban and Ms.
Sandra Eskin, Deputy Undersecretary for Food Safety, will advance science, technological modernization
and stakeholder relations at the agency, to the benefit of the public health.

APHL is a member-service association that works to strengthen laboratory systems serving the public’s
health in the United States and globally, representing state, local, and territorial governmental public
health laboratories in the United States. We encourage the expeditious confirmation of Dr. Esteban.
Please contact us (scott.becker@aphl.org) if we can be of any assistance.

Sincerely,

Aot ). ek w%.w

Scott Becker Denise Toney

Chief Executive Officer President

8515 Georgia Avenue, Suite 700, Silver Spring, MD 20910 | P 240.485.2745 | F 240.485.2700 | www.aphl.org
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Q NATIONAL CATTLEMEN’S BEEF ASSOCIATION
m CENTER FOR PUBLIC POLICY

November 23, 2021

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
United States Senate United States Senate

328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC, 20510 Washington, DC, 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

On behalf of cattle producers across the United States, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA)
writes to express our support for the nomination of Dr. Jose Emilio Esteban to be Under Secretary for Food
Safety.

Dr. Esteban’s extensive background in food safety and his previous work with the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), and International Association for Food
Protection (IAFP) provide him with the unique skill set that will foster a collaborative approach for industry
and government to work together to protect and ensure food safety for consumers. Additionally, Dr.
Esteban has displayed global leadership as Chair for the Codex Alimentarius Commission Committee on
Food Hygiene, where he has supported science-based decisions and risk assessments to ensure global
food safety.

America’s beef producers rely on sound and effective food safety programs to maintain and enhance
consumer confidence in beef. In addition to the proactive production practices that cattle producers employ
to promote and enhance beef safety, we recognize the essential role USDA Food Safety Inspection Service
(FSIS) plays to ensure consumers receive a safe product. We are confident that Dr. Esteban’s experience
and leadership will allow for USDA-FSIS to continue to deliver on its vital mission area which ensures
Americans continue to enjoy the safest and most secure food supply in the world.

We believe Dr. Esteban is a phenomenal choice to lead USDA'’s food safety efforts and functions. His
background on food safety issues and service to the United States in this critical area is unparalleled. We
look forward to Dr. Esteban’s collaborative approach that will engage the regulated community, beef
producers and processors of all sizes, and consumer groups to bring forth viable solutions to maintain and
improve beef safety.

NCBA appreciates the opportunity to share our support on behalf of our nation’s cattle producers and we
look forward to working with you to move Dr. Esteban’s nomination forward in the confirmation process.

Sincerely,

S

Ethan Lane, Vice President of Government Affairs
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Om NATIONAL CATTLEMEN’S BEEF ASSOCIATION
4 m CENTER FOR PUBLIC POLICY
May 26, 2022
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
United States Senate United States Senate
328A Russell Senate Office Bldg. 328A Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

On behalf of America’s cattie producers, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) writes to
express our enthusiastic support for the nomination of Alexis Taylor to serve as the Under Secretary for
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs within the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). NCBA worked
closely with Ms. Taylor in her previous roles on Capitol Hill and in the Obama Administration, and she is a
proven advocate for U.S. farmers and ranchers. We believe Ms. Taylor will play an integral role in helping
the U.S. agricultural industry advance new marketing opportunities and navigate troublesome trade barriers
that are counter to the science-based standards that make U.S. agriculture one of the most sustainable
production systems in the world.

Over the past decade, America’s cattle producers have benefitted greatly from policies that have replaced
arbitrary and unjustified trade barriers with market-driven, science-based, and enforceable agreements.
The removal of tariff and non-tariff trade barriers allowed U.S. beef exports to double from $4 billion in 2010
to a record-setting $10.6 billion in 2021. There are still many trade barriers to overcome, and the
Undersecretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs plays a vital role in leading USDA’s efforts to
implement science-based trade policies, hold our trade partners accountable, and coordinate with other
agencies to secure new market access.

NCBA encourages the members of the United States Senate to expeditiously confirm the nomination Alexis
Taylor for USDA Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, and we look forward to working
with you to continue building market access opportunities for America’s cattle producers.

Sincerely,

S

Ethan Lane
Vice President, Government Affairs
National Cattiemen’s Beef Association

1275 Pennsylvania Ave NW Suite 801 Q

22
olicy.ncba.or, Y] 202.347.0228
Washington, D.C. 20004 l poliey g » a8
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FM THE FOOD
INDUSTRY
ASSOCIATION

September 22, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry Forestry

328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

On behalf of FMI - The Food Industry Association, I write to you in strong support of the
nomination of Dr. Jose Emilio Esteban to serve as USDA's Under Secretary for Food Safety and
ask you to swiftly approve his nomination. As the Food Industry Association, FMI works with,
and on behalf of, the entire industry to advance a safer, healthier, and more efficient consumer
food supply chain. FMI brings together a wide range of members across the value chain—from
retailers that sell to consumers, to producers that supply food and other products, as well as a
wide variety of companies providing critical services—to amplify the collective work of the

industry. www.FMLorg

FMTI's single highest priority is ensuring the safety of the nation’s food supply, and to that end,
we work closely with the senior leadership of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and have
consistently advocated for the appointment of highly qualified candidates to serve in these
critical positions. A veterinarian and an epidemiologist with decades of food safety and
regulatory experience, Dr. Esteban is extremely well-respected and uniquely qualified to lead the
food safety mission at the Department by ensuring sound science and public health drive
decision making.

Again, FMI respectfully urges the committee to advance Dr. Esteban’s nomination as quickly as
possible. Thank you for the opportunity to provide this input and your consideration. If you have
any questions or would like additional information, please feel free to contact me at

jhatcher@fmi.org or (202) 452-8444.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Hatcher
Chief Public Policy Officer and

Senior Vice President,
Government & Public Affairs
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July 20, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry Committee and Forestry Committee
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman,

On behalf of the Farm Credit Council, I write to express Farm Credit’s view on the
nomination of Vincent Logan to serve as a board member of the Farm Credit
Administration (FCA). We believe that Mr. Logan’s background in both agriculture and
financial services makes him very well-qualified for this role.

Mr. Logan currently serves as the Chief Financial Officer and Chief Investment Officer of
the Native American Agriculture Fund, which provides grants to eligible entities for
business assistance, agricultural education, technical support, and advocacy services to
support Native farmers and ranchers. Prior to this, he served as the Special Trustee for
American Indians at the U.S. Department of Interior. He also worked in New York in both
asset-based financing and asset management. In his spare time, he volunteers at tribal youth
events teaching financial skills.

FCA is the arms-length regulator for the Farm Credit System and Farmer Mac. Governed
by a three-member board, FCA’s mission is to ensure Farm Credit System institutions and
Farmer Mac are safe, sound, and dependable sources of credit and related services for all
creditworthy and eligible persons in agriculture and rural America. Since May 2019,
however, FCA'’s board has been operating with only two Senate-confirmed members. As
with all boards and commissions, FCA’s board functions best with a full slate of Senate-
confirmed members, and we look forward to working with a complete board if Mr. Logan is
confirmed.

Sincerely,

NP ITIVAR =S

Todd Van Hoose
President and Chief Executive Officer
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National Association of State Departments of Agriculture
4350 North Fairfax Drive

Suite 810

Arlington, VA 22203

Tel: 202-296-9680 | Fax: 703-880-0509

\ www.nasda.org

September 20, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chair The Honorable John Boozman, Ranking

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, Member

and Forestry Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,

328A Russell Senate Office Building and Forestry

Washington DC 20510 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Dear Senators Stabenow and Boozman:

The National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) is extremely
encouraged that the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry has scheduled a
confirmation hearing of Ms. Alexis Taylor to serve as Under Secretary of Agriculture for Trade
and Foreign Agricultural Affairs and Dr. Jose Emilio Esteban to serve as Under Secretary for
Food Safety.

NASDA supports President Biden’s nomination of both of these highly experienced and well-
qualified individuals and asks you to quickly approve their nominations.

NASDA works closely with the senior leadership of the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
support of safe food and expanded trade opportunities for the products of American agriculture
and has consistently advocated for the appointment of highly qualified candidates to serve in
these critical positions.

In her current role as Director of the Oregon Department of Agriculture and a distinguished
member of NASDA, Director Taylor has devoted her time and attention to expanding market
opportunities not only for Oregonians but for farmers and ranchers across the country. She has
been particularly instrumental in developing opportunities for female food and beverage
entrepreneurs to reach new markets for their products.

In her previous role as Deputy Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services,
Director Taylor worked on agricultural trade policy by promoting ways to open new markets and
improving the competitive position of U.S. farm goods in the global marketplace.

Director Taylor has the experience to promote US agriculture across the globe and the passion,
demeanor, and diplomacy to succeed.

In addition to Director Taylor, I have had the opportunity to work personally with Dr. Esteban,
currently Chief Science Officer of the USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service. I have always
found him to be excellent with all things science, but also very adept at communicating that

Page 10f 2
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science effectively as it intersects with all other aspects of the Food Safety and Inspection
Service. He has worked on domestic and international issues, served in times of strife and
difficulty (e.g. disease breakouts), and has always maintained an excellent and professional
outlook toward the work at hand.

Our nation is facing considerable challenges within the supply chain, inflation, failing
infrastructure, climate, diversity and inclusion, trade, workforce, and many others. The USDA
needs knowledgeable and experienced leaders at the helm to navigate through these challenges
and implement bipartisan solutions.

NASDA supports the nomination of Director Alexis Taylor and Dr. Jose Emilio Esteban and
asks the committee to quickly advance their nominations.

Sincerely,

JA_,Q [/ Wot\

Ted McKinney
Chief Executive Officer

Page 2 0f2
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U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION & FORESTRY
Questions for Executive Nominees
117" Congress

1. Basic Biographical Information

Please provide the following information.

Position to Which You Have Been Nominated

Name of Position Date of Nomination

Agriculture Undersecretary Food Safety

Current Legal Name

First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix

Jose Emilio Esteban

Addresses

Residential Address Office Address
(do not include street address) (include street address)

Street:
1400 Independence Ave SW South Building Room
3129

City: State: Zip: City: State: Zip:
Alexandria VA 22314 Washington DC 20250

Other Names Used

.- Name Used Name Used To

2 3 e From (Year) (Month/Year)
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix 5 _g (Check box if (Check box if

= estimate) estimate)

NONE Est Est

o o
Est Est

o o
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Birth Year and Place

Year of Birth
(Do not include month and day.)

Place of Birth

1958

Mexico City, Mexico

Marital Status

Check All That Describe Your Current Situation:

Never Married Married Separated Annulled Divorced Widowed
[u] oX =] m] [u] u]
Spouse’s Name
(current spouse only)
5
Spouse’s First Name Spouse’s Middle Name Spouse’s Last Name §’S)3—‘flts,§'s'
Amanda Christine Toffoli-Esteban
Spouse’s Other Names Used
(current spouse only)
o Name Used Name Used To
< . = Z: From (Year) (Month/Y ear)
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix E g (_Check — @i bo
= estimate) estimate)
NONE Est Est
o o
Est Est

o
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Children’s Names (if over 18)
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix
Joseph Eugene Esteban
Emily Elena Esteban
2. Education
List all post-secondary schools attended.
Type of School Date Began Datelbuded
Namelok: (vocational/technical/trade school, School tthchot))l( ai Date
—School college/university/military college, (month/year) (mlf L fy eat{ ct z;c Degree Awarded
—_—— correspondence/distance/extension/online (check box if 3 g s
school) estimate) (Ched e lox
if still in school)
ik 1 ici Est Est Present
UNAM College -- Veterinary Medicine p—— il [P DVM 1982
IPADE Technical — Business School Est Est Present | M[BA 1985
07/1983 oX | 0771985 oX o
UC Davis College kst Est Present | MPVM | 1989
07/1987 oX | 101989  oX o
i Est Est P nt
UG Davis College 07/1989 oX | 101994 ox o PhD 1994
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3. Employment

(A) In reverse chronological order, list all of your employment activities, including
unemployment and self-employment. If the employment activity was military duty, list
separate employment activity periods to show each change of military duty station. Do not
list employment before your 18th birthday unless to provide a minimum of two years of

employment history.
Type of Employment
(Active Military Duty
Station, National
Guard/Reserve, USPHS Date
Commissioned Corps, Date Employment
Other Federal Ended
employment, State % Most Recent B.ecent __.Lo'cation E_ml%yar:_ent (month/year)
Government (Non- As_Ly_si ddDa Position (City and (mﬁhar) (check box if
Federal Employment), Assigned Duty Title/Rank State only) e by T estimate)
Self-employment, Station (Cheeklbortt (check
Unemployment, Federal estimate) “present” box if
Contractor, Non- still employed)
Government Employment
(excluding self-
employment), Other
Civil Service USDA-FSIS Chief Scientist DC Est Est Present
08/2018 a o oX
Civil Service USDA-FSIS Executive DC/CA/GA | 952011 0812018
Associate for
Laboratory
Services
Civil Service USDA-FSIS Scientific Advisor | Athens, GA | 02/2008 052011
for Laboratory
Services and
Research
Coordination
Civil Service USDA-FSIS Western Alameda, 06/2002 02/2008
Laboratory CA
Director
Civil Service HHS-CDC Assistant Director | Atlanta, GA | 051998 062002
for Public Health,
Food Safety Office
Civil Service HHS-CDC Epidemiologist Atlanta, GA 0771996 o Est 05””';5‘ Pm;ﬂ'
o
Civil Service HHS-CDC Epidemic Atlanta, GA | 0771994 07/1996
Intelligence
Service Officer
State Gov -- Educator | UC Davis Accredited Davis, CA | 0871989 Est Est Present
Sy 071994 o
Veterinarian/ Tulare, CA | xg a
Epidemiologist /
Lecturer
N - i i 3 Est Est Present
I;;?_e%:r‘;g;:iem ﬁ:ﬁf;l;g Ovmer goAsewIle, 01/1988 (est) O . 12[]/1990 (est)
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Non-government KRCX Radio Sales Consultant Roseville, 03/1987(est) 07/1989 (est)
CA
Non-government The Juke Box Bar tender Roseville, 02/1987 (est) 03/1987 (est)
CA
Non-government Hunt-Wesson, Inc | Labor Oakdale, 11/1986 (est) 02/1987 (est)
CA
Non-government Weinstocks Store | Sales Clerk Fresno, CA | 03/1986 (est) 11/1986 (est)
Non-government - Smith Security Contractor Sacramento | 03/1986 (est) 03/1987 (est)
Contractor Services ,CA
Non-government McCurry Camera | Sales Sacramento | 10/1985 (est) 03/1986 (est)
Stores ,CA
Non-government Self-employed Veterinarian Mexico 07/1982 (est) 10/1985 (est)

(B) List any advisory, consultative, honorary or other part-time service or positions with
federal, state, or local governments, not listed elsewhere.

Date Service Date Service Ended
Name of Government Name of Position Began (m('mth/year) (check box
Entity (month/year.) if estimate) (c'hecl.(
(check box if “present” box if still
estimate) serving)
United Chair — Codex Committee on Food 7/2006 Est Hs P";‘(ﬂ“
Nations/FAO/Codex Hygiene . ° °
Alimentarius

Est

Est Present
o o

Est

Est Present
o o

4. Honors and Awards

List all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, civilian service citations, military
medals, academic or professional honors, honorary society memberships and any other
special recognition for outstanding service or achievement.

Distinguished Presidential Rank Award — 2021

USDA Secretary’s Honor Award — Exceptional Service, 2014
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Group Honor Award for Excellence — Advancing the goals of the President’s Food Safety
Workgroup, 2010
USDA Secretary’s Honor Award — Pathogen Workgroups, 2010
Group Honor Award for Excellence — E. Coli 0157:H7 Workgroup, 2008
Group Honor Award for Excellence — Melamine Response Team, 2007
USDA Secretary’s Group Honor Award for Excellence, 2006
Excellence in Diversity Award, 2005
FSIS Administrator’s Excellence Award, 2005
FSIS Administrator’s Award of Excellence, 2003

1999 Food and Drug Administration— Recognition Award for Excellence in the Development and
Implementation of the 1999 Regional Outreach Meeting on Food Safety

1998 HHS-CDC Special Act or Service Award

1998 NCEH Director’s Award for outstanding contribution to the development of the National
Center for Environmental Health Workforce Diversity and Community Involvement Plan.

1998 Equal Opportunity Achievement (Group) for commitment and dedication to expanding the
representation of Hispanic-Americans at CDC and ATSDR through targeted recruitment and
retention efforts.

1997 Group Honor Award- Program Operations for team leadership of a US/Russian
collaborative program to define the extent of childhood lead poisoning in Russia and formulate
policy aimed at prevention.

1996 ATSDR Certification of Appreciation in recognition of outstanding, professional public
health services provided to the residents of Lorain, Ohio.

5. Memberships

List all memberships that you have held in professional, social, business, fraternal, scholarly,
civic, or charitable organizations in the last 10 years.

Unless relevant to your nomination, you do NOT need to include memberships in charitable
organizations available to the public as a result of a tax deductible donation of $1,000 or less,
Parent-Teacher Associations or other organizations connected to schools attended by your
children, athletic clubs or teams, automobile support organizations (such as AAA), discounts
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clubs (such as Groupon or Sam’s Club), or affinity memberships/consumer clubs (such as
frequent flyer memberships).

Name of Organization R€cTo fvious Mexflbershl Position(s) Held
(You may approximate.)
International Association for Food | 2019 Executive Board Member
Protection
International Association for Food | 1998-present Member
Protection

6. Political Activity

(A) Have you ever been a candidate for or been elected or appointed to a political office?

__Yes _ X No (Ifyes, please complete the chart below)

Year(s) Election

Name of Office Elected/Appointed/ Held or Term of Service
e A Candidate Only Appointment (if applicable)
Made
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(B) List any offices held in or services rendered, including volunteer services, to a political
party or election committee during the last 10 years that you have not listed elsewhere.

Name of Party/Election Office/Services Rendered R Dates of

5 T T T Responsibilities e

Committee Service
NONE
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(C) Itemize all individual political contributions of $200 or more that you have made in the
past five years to any individual, campaign organization, political party, political action
committee, or similar entity. Please list each individual contribution and not the total
amount contributed to the person or entity during the year.

Name of Recipient Amount Year of Contribution

NONE
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7. Publications and Speeches

(A) List the titles, publishers and dates of books, articles, reports or other published
materials that you have written, including articles published on the Internet. Please
provide the Committee with all listed publications via email or other digital format
and list all required publications even if no copy of the publication is available to

provide.

*Denotes no publication currently available

Title

Publisher

Date of Publication

Use of Whole-Genome Sequencing at
the Food Safety and Inspection Service
to Detect and Investigate Foodborne
Iliness Outbreaks

Food Protection Trends

Jul/Aug 2020

Shiga Toxin-producing Escherichia
coli (STEC) and food: attribution,
characterization, and monitoring
(Report)

Food and Agriculture Organizations of
the United Nations — World Health
Organization

2018

Fate of Shiga Toxin—Producing
0157:H7 and Non-O157:H7
Escherichia coli Cells within
Refrigerated. Frozen, or Frozen Then
Thawed Ground Beef Patties Cooked

on a Commercial Open-Flame Gas or a
Clamshell Electric Grill

Journal of Food Protection

30-Sep-12

Latex Agglutination Assays for
Detection of Non-O157 Shiga Toxin—

Producing Escherichia coli Serogroups
026, 045, 0103, 0111, 0121, and
0145

Journal of Food Protection

19-Sep-11

Federal Register / Vol. 75, No. 107 /
Friday, June 4. 2010 / Notices

Federal Register

4-Jun-10

Epidemiologic Principles and Food
Safety*

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food
Safety Inspection Service

15-Jul-08

Advances in Food Safety to Prevent
Foodborne Diseases in the United
States

Silent Victories: The History and Practice
of Public Health in Twentieth Century
America

2007

Binational study of pediatric blood
lead levels along the United
States/Mexico border

International Journal of Hygiene and
Environmental Health, Volume 209, Issue
3

3-Feb-06

Capacity of state and territorial health
agencies to prevent foodborne illness

Center for Disease and Control, Emerging
Infectious Di

Jan-05

Risk Assessments of Salmonella in
Eggs and Broiler Chickens

World Health Organization
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

2002

10
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Public Health Decisions: The
Laboratory’s Role in the Lorain
County. Ohio, Investigation

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, Atlanta, Georgia, USA —
Environmental Health Perspectives

Dec-02

Assessment of Human Exposure and
Human Health Effects after Indoor
Application of Methyl Parathion in
Lorain County, Ohio, 1995-1996

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, Atlanta, Georgia, USA —
Environmental Health Perspectives

Dec-02

Introduction--the methyl parathion
story: a chronicle of misuse and
preventable human exposure

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, Atlanta, Georgia, USA —
Environmental Health Perspectives

Dec-02

Antimicrobial residues in animal waste
and water resources proximal to large-
scale swine and poultry feeding
operations

Science of The Total Environment
Volume 299, Issues 1-3, Pages 89-95

1-Nov-02

Lead poisoning among young children
in Russia: concurrent evaluation of
childhood lead exposure in
Ekaterinburg, Krasnouralsk, and
Volgograd

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, Environmental Health
Perspectives, Children’s Health Articles

Jun-02

Assessing Acute Diarrhea from sulfate
in drinking water

American Water Works Association

1-Sep-01

Estimated prevalence of noise-induced
hearing threshold shifts among
children 6 to 19 years of age: The
Third National Health and Nutrition

Examination Survey, 1988-1994,
United States

Pediatrics, Volume 108, Issue 1

1-Jul-01

Analysis of the 1998 outbreak of
leptospirosis in Missouri in humans
exposed to infected swine

American Veterinary Medical
Association, Volume 216, Issue 5

1-Mar-00

Safer and Healthier Foods—1900-
1999

Center for Disease Control and
Prevention

11/24/1999

Hair and Blood as Substrates for
Screening Children for Lead Poisoning

Archives of Environmental Health: An
International Journal

30-Mar-98

Reply: Hearing loss among children.

American Medical Association

19-Aug-98

Prevalence of Hearing Loss Among
Children 6 to 19 Years of Age.

American Medical Association

8-Apr-98

11
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Childhood Lead Poisoning in Russia:
A Site-specific Pediatric Blood Lead
Evaluation.

Environmental Health Perspectives,
Children’s Health Articles

1997

Heat Related Mortality -- Dallas,
Wichita, and Cooke Counties in Texas.
and the United States

Center for Disease and Control
Prevention

1997

The Boiler Room Blues: Two Separate
Incidents of Methemoglobinemia Due
to Contamination of Potable Water
from Boiler Additives. New Jersey.

Center for Disease and Control
Prevention

7-Mar-97

Evaluation Infant Diarrhea Associated
with Elevated Levels of Sulfate in
Drinking Water: A Case-control
Investigation in South Dakota

International Journal of Occupational and
Environmental Health

Year 1997

A mathematical model for Assessing
Human Exposure to Methyl Parathion
in Private Residences. International
Journal of Exposure Analysis and
Environmental Epidemiology.

Environmental Health Perspectives

27-Sep-96

U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. Hypothermia-Related Deaths
- New Mexico, October 1993-March
1994

Center for Disease and Control
Prevention, Morbid and Mortality Weekly
Report

22-Dec-95

U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. Heat-Related Mortality -
Chicago

Center for Disease and Control
Prevention, Morbid and Mortality Weekly
Report

Jul-95

Emilio Esteban and Bruce Anderson.
Cryptosporidium muris: Prevalence,
Persistency, and Detrimental Effect on
Milk Production in a Drylot Diary.
Journal of Diary Science.

Journal of Dairy Science

30-Jan-95

U.S. Department of Health and Human

Services. Hypothermia-Related Deaths
- North Carolina, November 1993-
March 1994. MMWR 1994

Center for Disease and Control
Prevention, Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report

25-Nov-94

Emilio Esteban, Philip Kass, Leon
Weaver, et al. Reproductive
Performance in High Producing Dairy
Cows Treated with Recombinant

Bovine Somatotropin. Journal of Diary
Science, 1994

Journal of Dairy Science

Nov-94

12
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Emilio Esteban. Philip Kass, Leon
Weaver, et al. Interval from Calving to
Conception in High Producing Dairy
Cows Treated with Recombinant
Bovine Somatotropin. Journal of Diary
Science

Journal of Dairy Science

11-Apr-94

Emilio Esteban, Philip Kass, Leon
Weaver, et al. Pregnancy Incidence in
High Producing Dairy Cows Treated
with Recombinant Bovine
Somatotropin. Journal of Diary
Science, 1993

Journal of Dairy Science

8-Apr-93

Emilio Esteban. Kurt Snipes, David
Hird, et al. Use of Ribotyping for the
Characterization of Salmonella

Serotypes. Journal of Clinical
Microbiology, 1993

Journal of Clinical Microbiology

Feb-93

Gerry Koenig, Ben Norman, and
Emilio Esteban. California Beef Cattle
Health Questionnaire Results.
California Cattleman*

California Cattlemen’s Association

1993

Marion Titterton, Leon Weaver. and
Emilio Esteban. Relationship of Body
Condition Score at Calving, Serum
Calcium, and Uterine Health. Tulare
Diary Herd Improvement Report

Tulare Diary Herd Improvement Report

1993

Emilio Esteban. Preventive Udder
Health Management. California
Agribusiness Dairyman*

California Agribusiness Dairyman

1992

Walter Guterbock, Emilio Esteban,
and Roger Saltman. Effect of
Chlortetracycline-Sulfamethazine
Crumbles on Weight Gain of Newly
Weaned Holstein Calves. Tulare Diary
Herd Improvement Report, 1991.*

Tulare Dairy Herd Improvement Report

1991

Emilio Esteban. Reciclaje de Excretas
de Cerdo: Estudio Recapitulativo.
Porcirama*

1984

(B) List any formal speeches you have delivered during the last 10 years relevant to the
position to which you have been nominated, and all speeches you have delivered related to
any topic for the last five years. Include any testimony to Congress or any other legislative
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or administrative body. Please provide the Committee with copies of all listed speeches via
email or other digital format and list all known required speeches even if no copy is available

to provide.

industry

Topic/Title Place/Audience Date(s)
NACMCF Virtual. Stakeholders from public and November 11, 2021
industry (National Advisory Committee
on Microbiological Criteria for Food)
Salmonella Roundtable Virtual. Stakeholders from public and October 26, 2021

USAHA Salmonella Outbreaks and
Trends

Virtual. Veterinarians and industry of the
US Animal Health Association

October 10, 2021

Stakeholder Feedback on KPI

Virtual. Stakeholders from public and
industry

October 1, 2021

Possibilities

Trends in Sampling Results and Future | Virtual. Stakeholders from public and October 2021
Possibilities industry
Concept Proposal for Additional Virtual. FSIS leadership October 2021
Sampling Location
Dual Jurisdiction Establishments Virtual. FSIS and other Federal food September 21, 2021
(DJE) Whole Genome Sequencing safety partners

WGS) Project
Trends in Sampling Results and Future | Virtual. September 2021

Pathogen Reduction Key Performance
Indicator

Virtual. Stakeholders from public and
industry

August 19, 2021

How FSIS keeps veterinary drug and
contaminants out of the food supply

UJINR Preventive Strategies for the Virtual. Japanese food safety officials. October 2021
Control of Salmonella

Method Use and Acceptance by Virtual. International Association for October 2021
Competent Authorities Korea Food Protection, Korean Affiliate

INFORM Preventive Strategies for the | Virtual. US Federal and State food safety | April 2021
Control of Salmonella partners

ARS-FSIS Preventive Strategies for Virtual. US Federal and State food safety | May 2021

the Control of Salmonella partners

Salmonella. State of the Science Public | Washington, DC. USDA public meeting | September 2020
Meeting

AOAC Surveillance of and Response Virtual. AOAC membership September 2020
to Chemical Hazards PFAS

Compounds

AOAC Analytical Method Selection at | Virtual. AOAC membership September 2020
FSIS Methods Presentation

IAFP RESNARMS Temporal Co- Virtual. International Association for September 2020
occurrence of Antimicrobial Class Food Protection annual meeting

Residue in tissue and Antimicrobial

Sensitivity Profile

AOAC Salmonella Re-emergence or Virtual. AOAC membership September 2020
not

The U.S. National Residue Program. Multiple audiences August 8, 2020

14
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NCC - Lab Sampling Programs Update | Washington, DC. National Chicken August 2020
Council Members

WGS at FSIS Notable Actions by Year | Washington, DC. FSIS leadership August 2020

PFAS Analytical Method Slides Washington, DC. Federal partners July 2020

involved in response to contamination
event.

Gen-FS

Virtual. FSIS Leadership

June 22, 2020

Surveillance of and Response to
Chemical Hazards. CBA Presentation

Virtual. Membership of the Consumer
Brands Association (delegated
presentation)

June 12, 2020

Mitigation of PFOS in a New Mexico
Dairy Herd

Washington, DC. Federal partners
involved in response to contamination
event.

October 22, 2019

Transitions to WGS-Derived
Characterization

Washington, DC. FSIS internal
stakeholders

October 3, 2019

Should Pathogen Working Groups Washington, DC. FSIS internal August 2019
Change to Commodity-based Working | stakeholders

Groups

The Use of Rapid Microbial Methods | Louisville, Kentucky. IAFP Annual July 12,2019
by Government FORMAT - FSIS meeting

USDA Engagement on Per- and Washington, DC. Federal partners October 2019
PolyFlourinated Alkyl Substances involved in response to contamination

Activities - Science Council Briefing event.

USDA PFOS DEPLETION MODEL - | Washington, DC. Federal partners July 2019
Clovis New Mexico Bovine involved in response to contamination

presentation v4 event.

Whole Genome Sequencing for Washington, DC. Industry stakeholders July 19,2018

Listeria monocytogenes Isolates for
Industry Reps

15
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8. Lobbving

In the past 10 years, have you registered as a lobbyist? If so, please indicate the state, federal,

or local bodies with which you have registered (e.g., House, Senate, California Secretary of
State).

NONE

16
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June 29, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition &
Forestry Forestry

328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington DC 20150 ‘Washington DC 20150

RE: Addendum to the Committee Questionnaire

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

During my interview with your staff counsels, we identified items that required clarification or
were inadvertently left off or incorrectly listed on my original Committee Questionnaire
submitted. In this letter I am submitting the clarifications as requested by Committee staff.

I would like to clarify my spouse’s name. She is referred to by both “Amanda” and “Mandy”.
Her maiden name was Toffoli and her married name is Toffoli-Esteban.

1

2.
3
4.

Amanda Christine Toffoli-Esteban, October 1987 — present
Mandy Christine Toffoli-Esteban, October 1987 — present
Amanda Christine Toffoli, June 1964 — October 1987
Mandy Christine Toffoli, June 1964 — October 1987

I provided the universities I attended in chronological order on the Committee’s questionnaire
and below am spelling out in full the names of the universities.

1.

2.

Name of School: National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) College of
Veterinary Medicine

Date: July 1977 — October 1982

Degree: Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

Date Awarded: 1982

Name of School: Instituto Panamericano de Alta Direccion de Empresa (IPADE)
Technical Business School

Date: July 1983 — July 1985

Degree: Master’s in Business Administration

Date Awarded: 1985

Name of School: University of California, Davis
Date: July 1987 — October 1989

Degree: Master of Preventive Veterinary Medicine
Date Awarded: 1989
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Name of School: University of California, Davis
Date: July 1989 — October 1994

Degree: Doctor of Philosophy

Date Awarded: 1994

I have identified additional speeches that I inadvertently left off the original Committee
Questionnaire I submitied. Please find the information below about these events.

1.

Title/Topic: International Association for Food Protection (IAFP). FSIS Update
Place/Audience: Tampa, FL
Date: July 2017

Title/Topic: Update on FSIS Sampling Programs for Raw Beef
CY2015 and CY2016

Place/Audience: Tampa, FL

Date: June 2017

Title/Topic: Salmonella Update for NCC
Place/Audience: Washington, DC
Date: April 24, 2017

Title/Topic: Codex Use of Burden of Hliness Estimates IAFP
Place/Audience: St. Louis, MO
Date: August 2016

. Title/Topic: Revisiting the STEC Testing Approach FSIS Perspective on Methods

Place/Audience: St. Louis, MO
Date: July 2016

Title/Topic: IAFP FSIS Regulatory Update
Place/Audience: St. Louis, MO
Date: July 2016

Title/Topic: NCC Processors Update
Place/Audience: Washington, DC
Date: June 2016

Title/Topic: Interventions-Poultry Rinsate
Place/Audience: Washington, DC
Date: November 2015

Title/Topic: UINR FSIS Intro.
Place/Audience: Washington, DC



76

Date: October 2015

10. Title/Topic: Codex ACalT
Place/Audience: Portland, OR
Date: June 2015

11. Title/Topic: UINR FSIS Intro
Place/Audience: Atlanta, GA
Date: October 2014

12. Title/Topic: A Day in the Life of a Sample
Place/Audience: Silver Spring, MD
Date: March 2014

13. Title/Topic: Update on FSIS Sampling Programs for Poultry
Place/Audience: Atlanta, GA
Date: February 2014

14. Title/Topic: FSIS Raw Red Meat Sampling Programs
Place/Audience: Washington, DC
Date: September 2013

15. Title/Topic: FSIS Sampling Programs
for Swine
Place/Audience: Dallas, TX
Date: May 2013

16. Title/Topic: FSIS Sampling Programs
Place/Audience: Dallas, TX
Date: March 2013

17. Title/Topic: FSIS Microbiological Sampling Programs
Place/Audience: Atlanta, GA
Date: January 2013

18. Title/Topic: FSIS Activities for the Detection and Isolation of Non-0157 Shiga Toxin
Producing E. coli (STEC)
Place/Aundience: Athens, GA
Date: May 2012

19. Title/Topic: FSIS Activities for the Detection and Isolation of Non-O157 Shiga Toxin
Producing E. coli (STEC) in Beef
Place/Audience: Athens, GA
Date: April 2012



77

In addition, I was asked to clarify the address of the International Association for Food
Protection, which is located at 2900 100th Street, Suite 309, Des Moines, Iowa 50322-3855.

Thank you again for the opportunity to be considered by the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and
Forestry Committee and I am available to answer any further questions you may have about my

paperwork submissions.

Sincerely,

J OS E Digitally signed by JOSE

ESTEBAN

E STE B A N Date: 2022.06.29 15:28:34 -04'00"
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UNITED STATES OFFICE OF

GOVERNMENT ETHICS
*
November 23, 2021

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Chairwoman

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry

United States Senate

‘Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairwoman:

In accordance with the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, I enclose a copy of the
financial disclosure report filed by Jose Emilio Esteban, who has been nominated by
President Biden for the position of Under Secretary for Food Safety, Department of Agriculture.

We have reviewed the report and have obtained advice from the agency concerning any
possible conflict in light of its functions and the nominee’s proposed duties. Also enclosed is an
ethics agreement outlining the actions that the nominee will undertake to avoid conflicts of
interest. Unless a date for compliance is indicated in the ethics agreement, the nominee must
fully comply within three months of confirmation with any action specified in the ethics
agreement.

Based thereon, we believe that this nominee is in compliance with applicable laws and
regulations governing conflicts of interest.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by DAVID

L

DAVID APOL 3: 2021.11.23 15:31:14

0500
David J. Apol
General Counsel

Enclosures
*x Kk Kk %k

1201 NEW YORK AVE NW-SUITE 500 -WASHINGTON DC-20005
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November 4, 2021

Mr. Stuart Bender

Designated Agency Ethics Official
U.S. Department of Agriculture
J.L. Whitten Building

Room 347-W

1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Bender:

The purpose of this letter is to describe the steps that I will take to avoid any actual or
apparent conflict of interest in the event that I am confirmed for the position of Under Secretary
for Food Safety, .S. Department of Agriculture. It is my responsibility to understand and
comply with commitments outlined in this agreement.

SECTION 1 ~ GENERAL COMMITMENTS

As required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in which I know that I have a
financial interest directly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which I know that a person
whose interests are imputed to me has a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the
particular matter, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or
qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). I understand that the
interests of the following persons are imputed to me:

® Any spouse or minor child of mine;

e Any general partner of a partnership in which I am a limited or general partner;

® Any organization in which I serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner,
or employee; and

* Any person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement
concerning prospective employment.

In the event that an actual or potential conflict of interest arises during my appointment, I
will consult with an agency ethics official and take the measures necessary to resolve the
conflict, such as recusal from the particular matter or divestiture of an asset.

If I have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional
during my appointment, I will ensure that the account manager or investment professional
obtains my prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash,
cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for the regulatory exemption for diversified
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Page 2 of 3

mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a), obligations of the United
States, or municipal bonds.

I will receive a live ethics briefing from a member of the Office of Ethics after my
confirmation but not later than 15 days after my appointment pursuant to the ethics program
regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2638.305. Within 90 days of my confirmation, I will submit my
Certification of Ethics Agreement Compliance which documents my compliance with this ethics
agreement.

I understand that as an appointee I will be required to sign the Ethics Pledge (Exec. Order
No. 13989) and that I will be bound by it. Among other obligations, I will be required to recuse
from particular matters involving specific parties involving my former employer or former
clients for a period of two years after I am appointed, with the exception of federal, state and
local government.

I will not modify this ethics agreement without your approval and the approval of the
U.S. Office of Government Ethics pursuant to the ethics agreement requirements contained in the
financial disclosure regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2634.803(a)(4).

SECTION 2 —~ OUTSIDE BOARD POSITION

I currently serve on the Board of Directors of the International Association for Food
Protection, without compensation, as part of my official duties as Chief Scientist in USDA Food
Safety Inspection Service. Upon confirmation, I will resign from my position with the
International Association for Food Protection. For a period of one year after my resignation, I
will have a “covered relationship” under the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502 with
the International Association for Food Protection unless I receive an authorization pursuant to 5
CFR 2635.502(d).

SECTION 3 — SPOUSE EMPLOYMENT

My spouse is employed by the Benicia Unified School District in the State of California
in a position for which she receives a fixed annual salary. Pursuant to the impartiality regulation
at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502, for as long as my spouse continues to work for the Benicia Unified
School District, T will not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter
involving specific parties in which I know the Benicia Unified School District is a party or
represents a party, unless I am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d).
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SECTION 4 — PUBLIC POSTING

I have been advised that this ethics agreement and the Certification of Ethics Agreement
Compliance will be posted publicly, consistent with the public information law at 5 U.S.C.
§ 552, on the website of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics with ethics agreements of other
Presidential nominees who file public financial disclosure reports.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by JOSE
J OS E ESTEBAN

Date: 2021.11.04 10:49:00
ESTEBAN 400

Jose Emilio Esteban



82

| abed - oyjw3 8sor ‘Ueqesgy

£q peionpuos meirsl J18U10

[rof ABeiu) ui Meng sepuad Ad LZ0zZ/LLILL Uo paubis Ajleoiuoiiea] feoio Bukined uenis iepusg /s/

(Mojaq SUBLILD Aue

0} Joafns) suoneinbal pue sme| sjgeslidde ym oueldwod Uy S| Ia|ly a4} 12U} 8PNOU0D | ‘10dal SiU} Ul PaUIBIUOD UOIJELLLIONU JO SISE] aL} UQ - UorId( s e1oQ solyyg Aousby

w3 esor ‘uede)s3 Aq LZ0Z/0S/60 Uo peubis Ajledjuonosale] ojiwz esopr ‘Ueqs)s3 /s/

"aBpajmou AW 10 1830 BU} 0} 1001100 PUE B1RIAWI0D BNi) 18 WO S|U} Ul 9peU SABY | SJUSWSIEIS Ul Jel} Aed | - ainjeudls 01uo109)

Ansalo4 pue ‘UoRUINN ‘@inynouby uo SelILIWOD e
‘uogeuIwoN BULSPISUOD SSRGS [euOISss.BUOD Jo saweN

(asaid - 8LOZ/Y) ¥ASN '901Mag Uoedsu| Aajes pood 18IUsi0g JaiyD

'SUjuo g1 Buipedaid oy} Bulng PreH SUOIHISOH USWUIBAOL) [BJopa- JBLO

anynoliby jo suiedsq ‘Aleleg poo4 1o} Aigjaioasiepun

L3 980 ‘uegelsy

uoRBLIO| S Joji4

(98.z wio4 3H0) Hoday ainso|osi[ [eroueul] ollgnd
[oUU0SIad youeig aAINdaxy

(0z0z Aine parepdn) (L000-60Z8) ON BINO PeAcIddy w04 | ez Hed "d "D § 'SOIIT WBWULIBA0D JO 9030 'S'N | Hoday ssuiuwioN



83

Z abed - ojjwy 9sor ‘Uege)sy

{roB fuBaju) Uy pineq ‘ody AQ 1LZ0Z/E2/L L uo pauBis Ageoiuonoele] fewo Buiited ‘pred Jody /s/
UOEORIRD SO UBWUISACD) JO 30O 'S



84

¢ ebed - oljlwg asor ‘UegRIsy

BUON

suswsbuelly pue suswsalby juswhodws sJa)i4 ‘¢

(L0Z$ ueyy (XTI9A) seleys jeawpy pung
§88| _ov BUON OOO.Wr@ - roo.r% SDA Xapuj puog wis | -sleipailally] Ewsmcm> L'e
OoN v z
(1.0zg ueyy 000'05$
888 J0) BUON - 1L00'6L$ VN (8101) 00 Asusi( HeMm BUL gl
(1ozs uey ) )
$58] 10) BUON 000'G1$ - LOD'LS SBA (X1SOA) pund xepuf Jejs zL
(L0Z$ ey (XISOA) seseyg
$59| J0) BUON 000'6L$- LO0'LS SBA JRHWPY PUNL ¥5pu) 8iejsT (eay plenfuep [
oN Vi yoy L
INNOWY
JNOON! AL FNOONI INVA 413 NOILJI¥OS3A #

SJUNODOY JUSLUBINSY puUE SWOooU| @ sjessy wawhodws s o4 'z

JaquiaL

JUELEI 6LOZ/L  PIeod 8Ainoexs WOI4-UON  BMO] ‘AN emo} 2J0UPUT 88G  UOII0SI0IH PO J0) UOEIO0SSY [BUOHRUIBIU L
[ QEL] 3dAL )

Ol WO NOILISOd NOILVZINYDHO dLIVIS ALID HAYN NOLLVZINYDHO #

JUSWWIBAOD S3IEIS PN SPISIND PI9H SUOHISOd SJa]id 'L




85

¥ @bed - oy asop ‘ueqelsy

podsl Jo adA} sy} Jof palinbal joN - {v/N)

suonoesuely "/

(Logs uey 000'06%
$$9} 10) BUON -100'GLS YN (3unoooe yseo) ¢# sueq 's'N €
(Lozg uey ) }
59} 10) BUON 000'GL$ - LOO'LS VN (3unoooe ysed) Z#ued 'g'N z
(L0g$ veur 000'05%
$$9} 10) BUON - L00'GLS YN (Junoooe yseo) L#Mued 'g'N L
LNNOWY
IWOONI  BdAL INOONI INTVA 413 NOILdi¥0$3d #
SWODU| pue S}18ssy Jayl0 ‘9
(L0Z$ ueys 000'05Z$ (SHIAJTYD) pun4 Juswiaiey s1oyoes |
89} 40) BUON - 100'001$ YN 2je)g BILIOMED PISIQ 100UDS palun ellueg 4
(elulopen ‘eplueg)
figles YIN JOUISICE |004OS PayILN BIoIURg Jeyoes | 2
LNNOWY
JWOONI  IJAL INOONI INVA ElE! NOILdRIDSAA #

SJUNODOY JUSWAINSY pue SWodU| g sjessy JuswAojdws sasnodg g

QUON

Jea A e Ul 000's$ Buipesoxg uonesusdwion) Jo $80In0g S Jajid {



86

G abed - oljjw3 9sop ‘Uegelsy

DPIIUO HNPE AU IO} UBO| JUSPMS SIU UO 1oubls-00 & We | 3 k)
PIYS Jnpe AW J0j UBO( JUSPINYS SI) Uo JouBis-00 & We | z 8
‘yonisod pajesusdiooun Ue | sty 8 b
JLONGN3 # 1¥vd

sejoupumg

Hoda1 Jo adA} sy} 1o} palinbal joN - (y/N)

SJUSLISSINGWISY [9ABI] PUB SPID 6

000'00L$
suyjuow 0gl %67'C 1202 - L00°04$ uBo JUspnls sjoupug e8g sueg suszno €
000'05%
syjuowl 08l %SZLE 1202 - L00'GLS$ ueo Jusphis ajoupus 238 oB slies z
aouap|sex
(a1e) 000°005$ jeuosiod
paxy) leah 0g %E 2102 -100'052$ uo aBefpoly aBeBuol stessjoum payun L
QIFJANONI
Wyl ERRY] AV3A INNOWY 3dAL IWYN O LIGTAO #

sallger] '8



87

g aBed - ol 980 'UEqRIST

(o) ‘spoid s Auediwioo

B JO 9IBUS auning H00)s pajoigsal ‘suondo Yools pejseaun pue pajsen “Ba) sjsaseiul pauieo Jo soid ui Buieys ‘Axnbe pepieme-isAoidwe Jo vonisodsip 1o Uolusiey
ueld uogesuadulos paleep e Jo suoisuad se yons ‘ueid jjousg JOUIc Jo 'Wsliailsl ‘alejlam sakoidwe ue Ul uonedpmed BuinunuoD

{1akordwa walino & woly Arejes Aeuipio Buipnjoxe) sIom snoiasid Joj poaeoal 194 10U siuswAied pue asuessass Buipnoul Yekodws ue woly sjuswied Sunupuon
SOUSSYE JO BABST

wswhodwa ainny

:Buimoljo} 8y}
Se Lons {JUSWILIBAOE) S2)B)S Palun ey} 1deoxs) Jakoiduia Jswioy Jo Jakoidwa ue ypm pouiad Buiodes auy Buunp pey o)y au) Jey sjuawaBueile 10 sjuouwsaibe sesoosIp ¢ ted

sjuswsbueisy pue sjuswoealby Juswhodw sojid ‘€

{413) pun) JustssAU) paidaoxs ue se ssyenb Josse
Y} §1 1O 00Z$ - 0F S SWODUL JO JUNOWE BU i palnbal jou s| swooul jo adA} sy ] (8J0N "(Junvooe abessolq e ubnolyl paseyoind sjesse 6'9) seanoe Bunelsusb-swoous 19Uj0
10 uswhojdwa ‘ssauisng sJa|y ay) Wolj Ajejeiedes paiinboe aiem Jey) SIOSSE J0 JUBWAOIAWS JUSWILIDAOD) SBIBIS PajUuf WOoJj SUIOOU| JO SJ@SSE 8pn|oul JOU S20pP UOH08s S|U L

(siueied pue sjeap yooq se yons ‘Auadoid [enjoalsiul pue ‘uoiesuadwoos palisiap ‘eleudoidde se sBuipjoy Buikpepun
Jeyy pue syunoosoessue(d Juswainal ‘suonido sools ‘diysieuied Jo ssauisng Ul Aunbe B'e) poliad Buuodal suy Bulinp paAl@osl SEM 2WI00UL Ul 00Z$ UBY) S10W Yoiym
wol (Z) 1o 000’1 ueyl Jeesid enjea e yim polied Buiodas syl papus jeus (1) senianoe Bugessusb-swooul jayjo 10 ‘Juswifoidwa ‘sseuisng s8]l 8} 01 palejel slessy  ©
(seziid pue ‘sdiysiejoyos
‘euelouoy ‘aieys diysiauped ‘sag) ‘Alejes “Ba) polad Buipodas ay) Buunp 00z $ Uyl alow Bulje}o} Jajif SUI JO SWOOUI JUSLLISSALI-UOU JSYI0 PUE paLLUES JO S80IN0g ®

:BUIMOY(0) B} SSSOPSID 7 Med

S)UNOODY JUBWSINEY PUB BWODU| % Sj9ssy JusWAodWT s o) 2

“Auedulod Ayjger) peywl| e jo lequiawl BuiBeuew
-uou Jo isuped pajwi B se s)selelul JuswiseAul enssed () pue ‘voneziueBio ue U] diysiequisw aiaw (i) JUSWIUIBA0S) $81E)S PSIUN Ui UM Seinp |BIoc s o)) au; jo Hed
se pjay suolsod (g) ‘asnieu Aielouoy ue o A2jos suolnisod (zZ) ‘suoneziueBio [eojod 1o ‘jeulsiel ‘jeloos ‘snoibias yim suonisod (1) :Buimo|io) 8yl epnjoul 10U SO UOH0IS SIY .

"UOIESUSdWOD BAIBD3I JOU PIP Jo|l)
8y} JI UaAs sjgepodal ale SUOHISOd (JUBWIUIRACSD SBIE)S PalUN Ul Ulm suopysod Bulpnjoxa) pouad Builiodal ay) Bulnp swip Aue je play Jaji 8y} yeu suolusod Sasosip | Led

HUBUILIBAQG) SBIRIS PBYUN SPISINO PiBH SUORISOH sJafid '

sjuBuI0Y) jJo Alewwng



88

/ @Bed - oyl asor ‘ueqalss

(413) punj ususaaul paideoxs ue se say||enb 1assE aUl | 10 00Z$ - 0$ SI SUIooU)
10 JUNoOWE By J| palinbal Jou | awooul Jo adA) ay | eoN Aidde suondeoxs |euoNpPY (POAIB0S] Sem SWooUl U] 00Z$ UBLY 2I0W SS3JUN) S88] 10 000'GS 4O SNJEA B UM Lonnjiisu|

leroueuy siBuis e je (s)unoooe 1evew Asuows ‘sBuires ‘Buposyo “Ba) spunocooe yseo (g) pue (uejd sBulaes yuy ] B2) JUSWACIAWS JUSWILISADS) SBIBIS PEYIUM YU pajeloosse
S}Jousqg JusWaIRl Jo awosu (Z) {pouad Buitiodal syl BuLINp Jno poius! sem JI SSaUN) souspIsal [euosied e (1) 's1osse jo sadA} BUImoio) SUi apnjoul jJoU SO0 UOI0SS SIY L

“usIppy2
epuadap pue asnods sJall dU} JO BSOU) UlMm S1saIalu) s Jafy oyl sejebaibBe Iajl sy} ‘sploysaiy} swooul pue anjea sy} Jo sasodind Jo4 ‘poriad Buipodal au) Buunp paneoal sem
3WI0DU] JUBWISBAU| Ul 00Z$ UYL 210w ydium woly (Z) 10 000'L $ ey} Jajeash anjea e uym polied Bupodes ay) papus jey) (1) ‘pepodas Apealie Jou ‘jesse yoea $asojosip 9 Led

BW02U| pUe §)888Y J8YI0 ‘9

‘(ellelouoy Bulpnioxs) slWooul paules $,9snods & 1o) painbal Jou a12 WOl JO SIUNOWY (43} puny JUSWISSAU) paidaoxs UB Sk sallienb Jesse ol )t 1o 002$ -
0% S sWwooul Jo JUNOWE ay} Ji pasinbai jou s| swooul Jo adAy oy BioN {(Junoooe sbeiaolq e ybnoiu) paseyoind sjesse “8a) saniaoe Bullessuab-awooul 12ylo Jo ‘Juswiholdwe
‘ssauisng s,2snods s,49|)) suj Wwoy A|sjeiedss palinboe siem Jey] s19SSE 10 JuatuAojdwe JUSWLLBAOS) S3IEJS PAjIUN WCl) SWOOLI IO SJOSSE apnjoul JoU SS0P UOI0as SIY |

(syueed pue sieap xo0qg se yons ‘Auedoid jenjoaleiul pue ‘uoiesuadwos pallajep ‘eieudoidde se sBuiploy BuiAlepun 18yl
pue sjunoooe/sueid wewaiel ‘suoido Mooys ‘diysieupied Jo ssauisng uy AUnbe “H9) pouad Buipodal aul Buunp peAleoal Sem SWODU] Ul 00Z$ UBL S10W UOUM wol (Z) Jo
000°1$ Uy} Jojeail anjea e yum pouad Buiodes ayy papua eyl (1) seianoe BuneiausB-awooul Jauio ‘SallAgOe ssauisng Juswioldwe s,8snods s8]l 8y} 0} Pajelel S1ossy
pouad Buiodal sy Buuinp 00z$ ey} iejesif esnods S8l auj Jo) BLIEIOUOL JO S8IN0S &

(aieys
siauped pue ‘seg) Bulinsuoo ‘Aiejes '6'9) pollad Bulpodas ayy Buunp 0001 ¢ UeYl alow Buiielo} ssnods s 8yl 8y} Jol (eleiouoy BUIPNOX9) SWODU| PaLLIES jO S80JN08 @

Bumolio) au} S9s0jOSIP § Med

SJUNOOOY JUBWRIEY PUB aWoou] @ sjessy Juswholdws s,asnodg g

‘Buihed s|
JUSHO 8Y3 UOIYM 10j S80IAI9S U3 apiacid 10U PIp Jajy s} )l Jefoidwia s apy ay) o) uawded sjualo & 8S00SIP JOU S0P 1oy @Y1 iy 8y} O} jou pue Jakojdwe sJaly auy 0} Juawiked
SJi 9PEW 20IN0S U} J| UBAS S0INOS B SISO(OSIP 3]} BY | 'SI0IAISS papircid Alreuosiad sefly Yy} woum 0} SJusljo Aue wol) pue sisfojdia Woly Yjog spuswhed saesopsip ol syl

‘polsad Buipodal ay) jo 1eak Aue Buunp seoiales s8] ay) 1of Jeak Jepueleo B Ul 000 G$ ey} alow pied jeu; (JUaLLISADD SOIEIS PAJIUN U} 1daoxa) seainos sasopsIp b Hed

1B9A B Ul 000'¢$ Buipesoxg uoesuadwod) Jo sa0IN0g 8814



89

g 9bed - oyl asor ‘uegalsy

‘Aldde suondaoxe [euoyippy Jajy a4y} o1 diysuone|ei

11813 J0 Juepuadsapus A||EJ0} UsIP|IUD Juspuadsp Jo asnods sJe(lj sy} Ag paaeoal Buluyiiue (9) pue 'ses|waid jeuosiad 10 aouspisal SJOUOP aul Je (juswiuieusius ‘BuiBpoj

‘pooy) Apiendsoy Jo syib () {[eA.s) [I01O SJB]1 BUL YNIM UOROBUUOD Ul Aousbe s ia]y ay) 0} UanD sjusLUSSINGISI [8AR)) pue SYIB (i) ‘aouejiayul Jo SWIo) Jaylo pue sjsenbadg

() ‘suaWLLIBAOE [B00] 10 '9)e)S "BIWINIOD 4O JOLISIC BU) WO} JO JUSWUIBA0S) S2JBIS Pajiun auy} Wolj paalaoal BulylAue (Z) 'seAleie) wolj paaeoal Bulyiiue (1) :swall Bumojjoy
S} apnou| JoU S0P UOIOSS SIU} ‘BNeA aU3 jo ssajplefioy 'sso| 10 99L$ 4O dNjEA B Yum Juswasinguial |aael 1o i Aue ajebaiBbe jou pesu o)) sy} ‘uooes sy Jo sesodind Jo4

‘pouad Buipodas ay) Bulnp 82in0s 2UO AUB WO} PAAROSI URIPJIUO uapuadap pue ‘asnods sJaly @y} Jallj aul 1eul 6Ly Uey) alow Bulelo] sjuswiesinquiial [oael] @
‘poliad Buipodas au) Bulnp 80inos aUo Aue WO peAlsoal ualp(Iyo Juspuadep pue 'ssnods se|lj aul Joj) 8yl 1yl G Ly$ Uey) alow Bujejo) sy @

1S9S0JOSIP UOI0S SIY |

sjusWasINUISY [SAR]] PUE SYID 6

‘Aidde suondaoxe {euoppy “pouad Bujodas auj jo pua ay; 1B 000 01 $ pasoxs jou pip Aynger Bulpuelsino auj ji
‘seoliejeq e JiPaIo SE yons ‘sjunoooe afiieyo Buinjoaal (¢} pue ‘eoud aseyoind s W)l oy} Spaaoxs ueo| ay) ssa|un 'ssouel|dde o ‘ainjiuln ployasnoy 'ajoiyaa jojow [euosiad
e Ag painoas sueo] () ((s1)y SV Joj Aidde suoienws;) Jno pajuai ssejun ‘eouspisel jeuosied e uoc saBeblouw () saniigel jo sadAy Buimol|o) aU} 8pnjoul Jou S0P UOIOaS Silf |

‘pouad Buipodas ay; Buunp swiy Aue Je pamo piyo Juspuadap 1o asnods s oy 2yl 49|l UL 18U 000'0L$ 1eA0 S

qje)| $a800sIP § Led
soniger ‘g

“Aidde
suoNdeoxa RUOHIPDY IN0DJE uk|d sBUIAeS Yuy | eiepa) & uiim sBupioy (v) pue 'seiou pue ‘spuod ‘s|)ig Anseal] () ispunj [enjnu 1osew Asuowl pue (SJUnoase oxlew
Aauow ‘sgn ‘sbBulaes ‘Bunjosyo “6'9) slUNoooR Uses (Z) Jno peluss ssaiun ‘eouspisa) [euosiad e (L) [Buirmolo) ay) UIeou00 1By} SUORCESURI] SDPNOUI JOU S0P UOI0SS SIY |

‘pouad Buipodai
Yy Bulnp pliyo Juspuadap 1o asnods s ol SUl I3[} BY3 JO JiBUaq Lo BpEW 00 'L $ JO §S90Xa U} Saninoas Jo Apadold jeal jo soBueyoxa 10 ‘seles 'soseyoind sesosip £ Hed

suojoBsuelL /



90

6 @bed - oW esor ‘Uegalsy

(ag/z wio4 IHO sIul jo abed 1s1 oY) jo doj syl e pue aiey paieldsip st LOO0-60ZE RQUINU JBYY) JI3QWINU JORU0D NG PIeA Ajuaiino e sAejdsip
1 S83UN UOIEWIOJUI JO UOHO{00 B ‘0} puodsal o} palinbal sj uosiad ol pug ‘josuods 1o Jonpuoo jou Aew AousBe Le ‘papuswe se "oy Uojonpay dlomiaded auyj o) Juensing

"L 1BE-6000Z 0 ‘UOIBUIUSEAR “AVN ‘@NUBAY HIOA MBN LOZL ‘00S 8HNS (FO0) SOIUIT JUSWIUIBACD JO 90O 8N ‘[2SUnod
welboid ayy 0} ‘uaping sy} Bupnpal Joj suonsebBins Buipnjoul ‘UoRBWIOM| JO UOHOB}0D SiU) J0 10adse 1eyjo Aue Jo sjewse usping sy} Buipiebal sjuswwIod puss Wio} 8y}
Bupeidwod pue ‘pepesu elep ay) Bupisyied ‘suononisul ayy Buimalaes oy swi} Buipnjou) ‘asuodsal jad sinoy ue) jo oBelaAe Ue 8Xe) 0} PalewIse Si UOIBUWLIOM JO UOOB[I00 SIY |

LONBULIOIU] UBpIng o1and

"SPI003l JO WSS 1y AoeAld apim-youelq SAnDaxe

L~ LAOS/IDO 9y} 0s|e 29g “AILIN0AS [BUOHRU JO JUSWUISADE) {EJapad ay) ‘Ajnus Jo AouaBe jualdioal sy) ‘s|enpiaiput 0} Wiey Jo sisu ay) BuiApawai Jo ‘Buiziwuiw ‘Bunusssid

U1 JO yoeaIq pauLyuos Jo pejoadsns e o} Buipuodsal u Ajjus 1o Aoustie Jusidioal sy 3sisse 03 Alesse0su AlgeuoSeal SI SPI0Da) JO WSISAS SIU} WO UOBLLIOMI Jel ssuluIsiep
plooal sy Buutejuiew AousBe ayy ueum ‘Aljus [eiapad 10 Aousbe |esapad Jsyjoue o) (L) PUE ‘WieY Uons Apswel 10 ‘aZ|Wiuil ‘Juasald 0] 10 Yyoesiq pawiiuos Jjo pajpadsns syl
0} puodsas 0} spoys s Aouabe au) yim UoloaUU0D U jsIsse 0} Alessaoau Ajqeuoses) sl 81NsojosIp ay; pue ‘AJnoas |euciieu 1o JusWwiiieaos) [e1epa 4 oyl ‘AousBe sy ‘s|ienpiaipul
o} WiBY (0 )sli B si 8isy] ey} pouluisiep sey spioosl au) Bulueluiew fousBe ey} 'splooai jo WalsAs ay) jo yoeaiq peuliyuod Jo pajoadsns B Lseq sey a1y} usum suosiad

pue sanus ‘sapusbe sjeudoidde o} (g1} Yapio aagnoaxs Buipesiedns Aue 1o 0/ /€| 18I0 SAINTEXT Ul PSUEILOO SUOIRILSS) oyl Jo Jonlem Aue ‘AousBe o Jusuwpedep ‘Uosiad
Aue 0} pue a)sgapn IO aU) U (Z1) ‘FDO Ag panss] ainjISeAIp Jo 81eolUe0 Aue ‘fousbe 1o Juswypedap ‘uosiad Aue 0] pue a)SgapA FOO SUI UO (L]) ‘UOBBULLUOD 3)euss
Buuinbal uonisod e o} Juapisald 9y} Ag pajeullwou [ENPIAIPUL UE AQ IDQ Ui Pajlj ‘2oueydwiod Juswaalbe solyie Jo suopeoynao Buipnoul JuawaaiBe sowie usnlim Aue ‘Aousbe
10 Juswedep ‘uoslad Aue 0) pue SUSGIAA DO Yl UO (D)) 'SPiodal O WR)SAS SIU} 0 POIEID) UoioUNy B UsidWOooE 0} AIESSB00U UBUM JULIUIBACEL) [B19P3ad 2U} 10} Juswubisse
10 S0IAITS ‘PBIU0D B Uo Bupjiom seskojdwia JUSHILISACD-UOU JSLI0 PUE SIOIBIU0D 0} (6) PI00SI U} JO 109[aNns aU) S| CUM [eNPIAIPUL U JO J88nbal auy) Je pue Jo Jjeusq uo

apew Auinbu) ue 03 asuodsal Ul soljo |eucissaiBuoo e Jo ssa1Buoy jo Jequiai e 0} (g) ‘uoiiesuadwos 1o Juawhojdws einyny joj JusweaiBbe ue Jo o uoyesusdwoo Jo uswho|dwa
aininy Jo} suoljeobau Jo JUsWaouaWWos aul jo s0ijo soie Buisiaedns seakojdwe ue Buif)ou sjuawsiels Buipnjout ‘siuswnoop Bulfuedwioooe Aue pue Hodes ainsoosip
Jeloueul ollgnd € ‘18yjoue 0} Uoisod paIaAco Bl WOl Pajielap S 1o sivysuel) sakojdws ue uaym Aouabe 1o Juswpedsp ‘9010 Mau & Ul sieiyo Bupmelrsl 0} (4) Buipsasoid
3} 0] JUBASIRI 29 0] SPIcOa] By} SaUIWLSIEP iojeoipnfpe ay} usym Apoq aajeoipnlpe 1o saijesIuUPE Ue a1ojeq Buipsaooid e Ul io 'Apog aAljeolphipe 1o sAljelisiulwpe

10 *Aunf puelB 'unoo & aiojeq Buipeaoold e o} Jueasial AjgenBle aie spiooal ay) Jel; saulwislep Aousbe Buisopsip syl usym (9) ‘uone;sifis} ja112) ajeaud Uo uoljeuIPIcOD
aAjje|siBa; Bunp 198png pue juswabeuep Jo 90110 au) 0} (G) ‘suonoadsu Juawabeurw sPI0ds) Ul UORBISIUIWPY SB0IASS eIaUss) B4} 10 UORRASIUILPY SPI00ay pue

SOAYDLY fRUCHEN 3L} O3 () ‘UOREBURUISISD JO LoNJeBlISanul 15218ju JO JOIUOD & 0} JUBASIDL UOHBLUIOMI UIeIgo 0} A1BSS800U LUaym 90In0s B 01 {g) ‘UoljeinBai 1o me| Jo SUCleiolA
|enuajod 10 SUCHEIOIA JO aieme sawooag Acuale Bujsojosip au) Ji Aouabe Juswaoiojua me| [e00| J0 ‘Blelq ‘felapad e 0} {Z) ‘gl a1} 40 (£){q)goz pue {1)(a)g0z suoyoes o] uensind
uopdwaexe ue Bupuesd uoneuiusisp Aue ‘gL apn 1o (1 ){P)0Z LoNoes Ul pauleuoo UohelWwi ay) 01 1oafgns ‘uostad Bulisenbas Aue 0} (1) :epew ag Aew Hodal SIY) LO UoBWIoUl
Y} JO SBINSOIOSIP [BUORIPPY 15enbai uodn wioy umo oA Jo ssaooe aygnd 1o} suogeslidde joadsul few no A M| AQ pazuoyine 8sIMIBYI0 SE J0 10y ay) fo (L ){(Q)Zop pue

GOl SuoROas ym aoueploooe u uosiad Busanbal Aue 0} 1sanbal uodn pasojosip aq osie Aew podal siy | suonenbal pue sme| [elepe 4 aiqeoyidde ypm aoueidwod suluLeep
0} S[BIOIHO JUSUUIBAGE) Ag MBIAR) 10} St Hodal SIL U0 LoleuUo 3y} Jo asn Alewlid sy "Uoioe AL o ‘uojoe Aeundiosip ‘uonesedas U ynsal Aew uofjeuniou; pajsanbal

2y sptaotd o} aunjied uoleuiopl sy} 10 Buodal ay) slinbal suole|nBal SOIYIE JUSWUISACD JO B3O 'S 1 9410 PEIZ Hed 'd'4'D 6 pue oy MO0.LS) (501211 7 and)
Z107 10 1oy oBpapouy [eucisssiBuog uo Buipes) doig au; Ag papuswe se “basie L0} § dde 0'gN g (1Y 2Yl) popuswe Se ‘Q/6L JO 1OV JUSLWILIBAOS) Ul SOIUIT 8U3 JO | 8RI)

WBWRRIS PV KoRAUH



91

September 21, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

United States Senate

Chairwoman, Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable John Boozman

United States Senate

Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

Please be advised that pursuant to section 101(b) of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978,
as amended, I have informed the appropriate ethics officials that the information required by
section 102(a)(I)(A) of the Act with respect to income and honoraria contained in OGE Form
278e (Executive Branch Public Financial Disclosure Report) executed by me on Thursday,
November 4, 2021, is correct.

This information is current as of Wednesday, September 21, 2022. This date is within five days
prior to the date of the first hearing scheduled to consider my nomination.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by JOSE

ESTEBAN
JOSE ESTEBA Date: 2022.09.21 08:01:54
-04'00'
Dr. Emilio Esteban
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U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION & FORESTRY
Questions for Executive Nominees
117" Congress

1. Basic Biographical Information

Please provide the following information.

Position to Which You Have Been Nominated

Name of Position Date of Nomination
Member, Farm Credit Administration Board April 7, 2022
Current Legal Name
First Name Middle Name Last Name Sufiix
Vincent Garfield Logan
Addresses
Residential Address Office Address
(do not include street address) (include street address)
Street: 3500 North College Avenue
City: State: Zip: City: State: Zip:
New York NY 10036 Fayetteville AR 7270
Other Names Used
2 Name Used Name Used To
" . . From (Year) (Month/Year)
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix g {Check box if (Check box if
= estimate) estimate}

Est Est

N/A a a
Est Est

o o
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Birth Year and Place

Year of Birth Place of Birth
(Do not includ th and day.)
1958 Pawnee, OK
Marital Status
Check All That Describe Your Current Situation:
Never Married Married Separated Annulled Divorced Widowed
X a ja] u] u] o
Spouse’s Name
(current spouse only)
3
Spouse’s First Name Spouse’s Middle Name Spouse’s Last Name Spouse’s
Suffix
N/A
Spouse’s Other Names Used
(current spouse only)
“ Name Used Name Used To
. . e From (Year) (Month/Year)
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix EE (-_-Check box if (Check box if
estimate) estimate)
Est Est
N/A

a

a

Est
[l

Est
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Children’s Names (if over 18)
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix
N/A
2. Education
List all post-secondary schools attended.
Type of School Date Began m—;—‘aﬁ'—ﬁ'@g
Name of (vocation@tecl}nica!/?rade school, Scheol (mon th/—_year) (check Date
“School collegej/xmxvcf_sny/mlhtaz'agllege,'. (glhon?{)ycm_)f box if estimate) Degree Awarded
SIER schaol) C ( :tc ?’; B 1 (chock “present” box
Sshmae if still in school)
Okla_homa Est Est Present
State University 81975 x | snem X o B.S. 511979
University
University of Est Est Present
Oklahoma University /1981 X 1241983 X o 1D. 12/1983
Coll. of Law
Coh,lmbia U Est Est Present
International | University 9/1986 % |sos  x o |NA
Affairs
Est Est Present
o =] o




3. Employment
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(A) In reverse chronological order, list all of your employment activities, including
unemployment and self-employment. If the employment activity was military duty, list
separate employment activity periods to show each change of military duty station. Do not
list employment before your 18th birthday unless to provide a minimum of two years of

cmployment history.

Type of Employment

(Active Military Duty Station, Date
National Guard/Reserve, Employment
USPHS Commissioned Corps, . Date Ended
Other Federal employment, Name of Your Location | Employment | (month/year)
Most Recent T Y
State Government (Non- Emplover/ “Position (City and Began (check box if
Federal Employment), Sclf- Assigned Duty Title/Rank State {monthfyear) estimate)
employment, Unemployment, Station AR Rank only) (check box if (check
Federal Contractor, Non- estimate) “nresent” box
Government Employment if still
{excluding self-cmployment), employed)
Other
Non-Government Native American Chief Fayettevi Y. E;‘ F“; Present
Employment Agriculture Fund Financial Ile, AR
Officer
Non-Government Permanens Capital Senior New Est Est Preseat
Employment L.P. Tnvestment York, 31017 X 20019 X &
Advisor NY
Other Federal Employment | Special Trustee for Special Washingt - Est Present
American Indians, Trustee on, DC 7014 X {1017 X &
Dept of the Interior
Other The Nations Group, | Owner, New - Est Present
LLC Managing York, 412009 X | 62014 X o
Member NY
Non-Government ‘The Nations Group Investment Leawood Bt Est Present
Employment Advisors, LLC Advisor , K8 40010 32012 X o
Non-Government Merrill Lynch Private | Investment New Est i preseat
Employment Bank Advisor York, 372006 X |30 x o
NY
Non-Government Schulte Roth & Zabel | Attorney New Est Est Preseut
Employment e York, 612001 X {20006 X =
NY
Non-Government Corrao Miller Consultant New Est Present
" Est
Employment ‘Wiesenthal York, 52000 X | sm000 x o
NY
Self-Employment N/A N/A New st Est Presest
York, 141998 X 1420 X o
NY
Other Federal Employment | U.S. Depariment of | Contract Washingt Bt Fist Present
Justice, Antitrust Attorney on, DC 971996 X | 121997 % o
Self-Employment N/A N/A New Est Est Prosent
York, 61952 X | 819% X o
NY
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Non-Government Haight Gardner Poor | Contract New Est Est Preseat

Employment & Havens Attorney York, 10/1986 X |sm2x 0o
NY

Non-Covernment DLB Energy Attorney Oklahom Est Est Present

Employment Company a City, 271985 X w8 X g
OK

State Government State of Oklahoma, Attorney Oklahom Est Est Preseat

Employment Attorney General a City, 61983 % | 1985 X o
OK

(B) List any advisory, consultative, honorary or other part-time service or positions with

federal, state, or local governments, not listed elsewhere.

Date Service Date Service Ended
se Began ‘month/year) {check box
Name ﬂfE (jt(;::rnment Name of Position (m;r%uly_e‘ar) 0 i esl?mat)e; (c.heclf
= {check box if’ “present” box if still
estimate) serving)
Federal Reserve Bank | Member, Board of Directors Est Est  Present
of St. Louis, Little 172021 X oX
Rock Branch
U.S. Department of the | Member, Financial Literacy Education Est Est  Present
Treasury Commission 272016 X | 1017 X =&
Est Est  Present

“ n

4. Honors and Awards

List all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, civilian service citations, military
medals, academic or professional honors, honorary society memberships and any other
special recognition for outstanding service or achievement.

Governor, Oklahoma State University Foundation
Faculty, The Sovereignty Symposium, Oklahoma Bar Association

Oklahoma State University, Alumnus of the Year (A&S)

5. Memberships

List all memberships that you have held in professional, social, business, fraternal, scholarly,

civic, or charitable organizations in the last 10 years.

Unless relevant to your nomination, you do NOT need to include memberships in charitable
organizations available to the public as a result of a tax deductible donation of $1,000 or less,
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Parent-Teacher Associations or other organizations connected to schools attended by your
children, athletic clubs or teams, automobhile support organizations (such as AAA), discounts
clubs (such as Groupon or Sam’s Club), or affinity memberships/consumer clubs (such as
frequent flyer memberships).

Dates of Your Membershi Position(s) Held

Name of Organization "
(You may approximate.)

Federal Bar Association Current Member
American Bar Association Current Member
Oklahoma Bar Association Current Member
Investments and Wealth Institute Current Member
Global Association of Risk Current Meraber
Professionals

6. Political Activity
(A) Have you cver been a candidate for or been elected or appointed to a political office?

. Yes _X No (Ifyes, please complete the chart below)

Year(s) Election

Name of Office Elected/Appointed/ Held or Term of Service
- Candidate Only Appointment (if applicable)
Made
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(B) List any offices held in or services rendered, inclading volunteer services, o a political
party or election committee during the last 10 years that you have not listed elsewhere.

Name of Party/Election Office/Services Rendered e Dates of

T e Ee— Responsibilities _—

Committee Service
NONE
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(C) Itemize all individual political contributions of $200 or more that you have made in the
past five years to any individual, campaign organization, political party, political action
committee, or similar entity. Please list each individual centribution and not the total
amount contributed to the person or entity during the year.

Name of Recipient Amount Year of Contribution

NONE
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7. Publications and Speeches

(A) List the titles, publishers and dates of books, articles, reports or other published
materials that you have written, including articles published on the Internet. Please provide
the Committee with all listed publications via email or other digital format and list all
required publications even if no copy of the publication is available to provide.

Title Publisher Date(s) of Publication

NONE
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(B) List any formal speeches you have delivered during the last 10 years relevant to the
position to which you have been nominated, and all speeches you have delivered related to
any topic for the last five years. Include any testimony to Congress or any other legislative
or administrative body. Please provide the Committee with copies of all listed speeches via
email or other digital format and list all known required speeches even if no copy is available

to provide.

Title/Topic Place/Audience Date(s) of Speech
No formal speeches relevant to the
position.
Public appearances last five years:
Native Business Summit,
Remarks: Business Risk Analysis Tulsa, OK May 14, 2019
for Tribes
Oklahoma Bar Association,
Remarks: Tribal Governments Soversignty Symposium, Oklahoma | June 6, 2019
City, OK
Permanens Investment Committee
Remarks: Tribal Investment Symposium, New York, NY October 3, 2019
Program Structures
State of Washington, Tribal
Remarks: Tribal Opportunity Zones | Opportunity Zone Summit, Shelton, | October 30, 2019
WA
American Public Health
Remarks: Food as a Social Association, Philadelphia, PA November 6, 2019
Determinant Perspectives
Reservation Economic Summit, Las
Remarks: Economic Development | Vegas, NV March 3, 2020
for Tribal Nations
Reservation Economic Summit, Las
Remarks: Investing for Native Vegas, NV July 21,2021
Communities

10
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8. Lobbying

In the past 10 years, have you registered as a lobbyist? If so, please indicate the state, federal,

or loeal bodies with which you have registered (e.g., House, Senate, California Secretary of
State).

No.

11
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UNITED STATES OFFICE OF
GOVERNMENT ETHICS
*

May 3, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Chairwoman

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairwoman:

In accordance with the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, I enclose a copy of the
financial disclosure report filed by Vincent Logan, who has been nominated by President Biden
for the position of Board Member, Farm Credit Administration.

‘We have reviewed the report and have obtained advice from the agency concerning any
possible conflict in light of its functions and the nominee’s proposed duties. Also enclosed is an
ethics agreement outlining the actions that the nominee will undertake to avoid conflicts of
interest. Unless a date for compliance is indicated in the ethics agreement, the nominee must
fully comply within three months of confirmation with any action specified in the ethics
agreement.

Based thereon, we believe that this nominee is in compliance with applicable laws and
regulations governing conflicts of interest.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by DAVID

DAVID APOL 353:1.‘2022‘05.03 22:45:28
-04'00'

David J. Apol
General Counsel

Enclosures

*x Kk Kk %k

1201 NEW YORK AVE NW-SUITE 500 - WASHINGTON DC-20005
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DocuSign Envelope ID: SCBOB2CF-376C-40ES-B2D8-55F818A063A1

April 13,2022

Jane Virga

Designated Agency Ethics Official
Farm Credit Administration

1501 Farm Credit Drive

McLean, VA 22102-3090

Dear Ms. Virga:

The purpose of this letter is to describe the steps that I will take to avoid any actual or
apparent conflict of interest in the event that I am confirmed for the position of Board Member,
of the Farm Credit Administration. It is my responsibility to understand and comply with
commitments outlined in this agreement.

SECTION 1 ~ GENERAL COMMITMENTS

As required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 US.C. § 208(a), I will not
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in which I know that T have a
financial interest directly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which I know that a person
whose interests are imputed to me has a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the
particular matter, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or
qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2) or 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(4). 1
understand that the interests of the following persons are imputed to me:

* Any spouse or minor child of mine;

® Any general partner of a partnership in which I am a limited or general partner;

® Any organization in which I serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner,
or employee; and

s Any person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement
concerning prospective employment.

In the event that an actual or potential conflict of interest arises during my appointment, I
will consult with an agency ethics official and take the measures necessary to resolve the
conflict, such as recusal from the particular matter or divestiture of an asset.

If I have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional
during my appointment, I will ensure that the account manager or investment professional
obtains my prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash,
cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for the regulatory exemption for diversified
mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a), obligations of the United
States, or municipal bonds.

I will recetve a live ethics briefing from a member of the ethics office after my
confirmation but not later than 15 days after my appointment pursuant to the ethics program
regulation at 5 C.FR. § 2638.305. Within 90 days of my confirmation, I will submit my
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Certification of Ethics Agreement Compliance which documents my compliance with this ethics
agreement.

Tunderstand that as an appointee I will be required to sign the Ethics Pledge (Exec. Order
No. 13989) and that I will be bound by it. Among other obligations, I will be required to recuse
from particular matters involving specific parties involving my former employer or former
clients for a period of two years after 1 am appointed, with the exception of federal, state and
local government.

I will not modify this ethics agreement without your approval and the approval of the
U.S. Office of Government Ethics pursuant to the ethics agreement requirements contained in the
financial disclosure regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2634.803(a)(4).

SECTION 2 — POSITIONS

Upon confirmation, 1 will resign from my positions with the following entities:
Native American Agriculture Fund

The Christensen Fund

Oklahoma State University Foundation
Native American Media Project

Pursuant to the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F R, § 2635.502, for a period of one year after my
resignation {Tom each of these entities, I will not participate personally and substantially in any
particular matter involving specific parties in which Iknow that entity is a party or represents a
party, unless I am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F R. § 2635.502(d).

In addition, upon confirmation, I will resign from my position with the Federal Reserve
Bank of St. Louis.

I am the owner of The Nations Group, LLC, a pass-through entity established to receive
compensation for consulting services. This LLC is currently inactive, and I am not owed any fees
for prior consulting services. During my appointment to the position of Board Member, this
LEC will remain dormant and will not advertise. 1 will not perform any services for the entity,
except that 1 will comply with any requirements involving legal filings, taxes and fees that are
necessary to maintain the entity while it is in an inactive status. In addition, during my
appointment to the position of Board Member, I will not participate personally and substantially
in any particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial
interests of The Nations Group, LLC. Finally, if I provide services to any client prior to my
confirmation, all amounts owed to me by any client will be fixed before I assume the duties of
the position of Board Member, and, pursuant to the impartiality regulation at 5 CFR. §
2635.502, I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter involving
specific parties in which T know a former client of mine is a party or represents a party for a
period of one year after I last provided service to that client, unless I am first authorized to
participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d).
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SECTION 3 — PUBLIC POSTING

Thave been advised that this ethics agreement and the Certification of Ethics Agreement
Compliance will be posted publicly, consistent with the public information law at 5 U.S.C.
§ 552, on the website of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics with ethics agreements of other
Presidential nominees who file public financial disclosure reports.

Sincerely,

DocuSigied by:
4/13/2022 [;Awa, Logpu.

TAT48E1B3436455.
mcent Logan
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Farm Credit Administration

1501 Farm Credit Drive
McLean, Virginia 22102-5090
(703) 883-4000

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Chairwoman

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, & Forestry
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairwoman:

rCa

FAIM CREIT ADIMINDTRATION

Please be advised that pursuant to section 101(b) of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, as
amended, | have informed the appropriate ethics officials that the information required by
section 102(a)(1)(A) of the Act with respect to income and honoraria contained in the OGE
Form 278e (Executive Branch Personnel Public Financial Disclosure Report) executed by me on
October 12, 2021, is correct, except that | have received the following additional payments:

$5,554.88 - AllianceBernstein Municipal income Fund

$13.08 - Western Asset Government Money Market

$885.04 - iShares Core S&P 500 ETF

$251.90 - Lord Abbett Short Duration Fund

$3,348.56 - Polen Growth Fund

$3,206.65 - Federated Hermes Kaufmann Small-Cap Fund

$17,082.87 - Mainstay Winslow Large-Cap Growth Fund
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This information is current as of September 21, 2022. This date is within five days prior to the
date of the first hearing scheduled to consider my nomination.

Sincerely,

//C Zé@
Vincent G. Logan
Copy to:

Deb Bortot
Office of Government Ethics
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U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION & FORESTRY
Questions for Executive Nominees
117" Congress

1. Basic Biographical Information

Please provide the following information.

Position to Which You Have Been Nominated
Name of Position Date of Nomination
Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural 05/13/2022
Affairs
Current Legal Name
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix
Alexis Megan Taylor
Addresses
Residential Address Office Address
(do not include street address) (include street address)

Street: 635 Capitol St NE

City: State: OR | Zip: 97222 City: Salem State: OR | Zip: 97301

Portland
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Other Names Used
g Name Used —T:Ame:;;d T)o

. . g 4 From (Year) on em"

First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix E E (Check box if (Che(.:k box if
8 estimate) estimate)

Est Est

o =]
Est Est

o =]

Birth Year and Place
Year of Birth Place of Birth
(Do not include month and day.)
1981 Dubugque, IA
Marital Status
Check All That Describe Your Current Situation:
Never Married Married Separated Annulled Divorced Widowed
X [ul O O O o
Spouse’s Name
(current spouse only)
Spouse’s
Spouse’s First Name Spouse’s Middle Name Spouse’s Last Name Suffix

NA
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Spouse’s Other Names Used
(current spouse only)
§ Name Used N(—;me Used T)o
. . g From (Year) onthy yem.'
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix E g (Check box if (Che":k box if
8 estimate) estimate)
Est Est
o o
Est Est
o o
Children’s Names (if over 18)
First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix
NA
2. Education
List all post-secondary schools attended.
Type of School Date Began Date Ended School
Name of (vocational/technical/trade school, School (month/year) (check D Date
School | college/university/military college, | (mOnth/yean) | o0 ieestimate) (check | 28L€€ | Awarded
I cotrespond Py . : (che<fk box if “present” box if still in
/online school) i) school)
Towa State University Est Est Present | BA 08/2005
University 09/2000 a 082005 o o
Harvard University Est Est Present | Certificate | 11/2021
Business 112021 o 12021 o o
School
Online




3. Employment
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(A) In reverse chronological order, list all of your employment activities, including
unemployment and self-employment. If the employment activity was military duty, list
separate employment activity periods to show each change of military duty station. Do not
list employment before your 18th birthday unless to provide a minimum of two years of

employment history.
Type of Employment
Date
(Active Military Duty Station, Dat Employment
National Guard/Reserve, ate Ended
USPHS Commissioned Corps, Name of Your Location | Employment
Other Federal employment, Employer/ Most Recent Began (month/year)
State Government (Non- Position (City and (check box if
Federal Employment), Self- Assigned Duty Title/Rank State (month/year) estimate)
employment, Unemployment, Station only) . (check
Federal Contractor, Non- (Ch:fik b:: i “present” box
Government Employment St if still
(excluding self-employment), employed)
Other
State Government Oregon Department | Director Salem, Est Est Present
Employment of Agriculture OR 0172017 o 0 X
Federal employment U.S. Department of Delegated the Washington Est Est Present
i i DC
Agriculture duties of the 0372016 o | 127016 o
Under Secretary, a
Farm and
Foreign
Agricultural
Services
Federal employment U.S. Department of Deputy Under Washington Est Est Present
Agriculture Secretary, Farm | DC
. 112014 o | 032016 o
and Foreign o
Agricultural
Services
Federal employment U.S. Department of Chief of Staff, Washington Est Est Present
Agriculture Farm and DC
. 05/2013 o | 102014 o
Foreign o
Agricultural
Services
Federal employment U.S. Senate; Senator Legislative Washington Est Est Present
i DC
Max Baucus Assistant o101 o | oamoso o
Federal Employment U.S. House of Legislative Washington Est Est
Representatives; Director DC
06/2009 o | 122010 o
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Congressman Leonard
Boswell

Federal Employment U.S. House of Legislative Washington Est Est
ives: i DC
Representatives; Assistant 0573006 x| 062009 a
Congressman Leonard
Boswell
Federal Employment U.S. House of Staff Assistant ‘Washington st Est
Representatives; 2 (12008 o | osrmoos <
Congressman Leonard
Boswell
Military, U.S. Army Reserve 299" Engineer E-4, specialist Fort Est Est
Belvoir,
Company VA 0572006 X | 102006 X
Non-Government Hops restaurant Server Alexandria, Est Est
VA
Employment 0972005 X 1272008 X
Unemployment (fulltime Ames, 1A Est Est
student) 08/2004 X | 09/2008 X
Unemployment (just returned Holy Cross, Est Est
from military service} 0672008 x| osoos %
Mititary, U.S. Army (active 389%™ Combat Engineer | E-4, specialist Fort Est Est
i Leonard
duty) Baitalion Wood, MO | 0572004 o | os;end o
Mititary, U.S. Army (active 389" Combat Engineer | E-4, specialist Baghdad, Est Est
i Irag
duty) Battalion 06/2003 X | osnpoos o
Military, U.S. Army (active 389% Combat Engineer | E-4, specialist Kuwait Est Est
duty) Battalion 0572003 X 06/2003 X
Military, U.S. Army (active 389" Combat Engineer | E-4, specialist Fort Est Est
i Leonard
duty) Battalion Wood, MO | 042003 X | 0572003 X
Military, U.S. Army (active 389" Combat Engineer | E-4, specialist Dubugue, Est Est
i 1A
duty) Battation 0272083 X 03/2003 X
Unemployment (fulltime Towa State University Ames, 1A Est Est
student) 022002 oo | 0212003 o
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Non-Government Towa State University, Admissions Ames, IA Est Est
Employment Office of Admissions Assistant
08/2001 o | o1z002 o
Unemployment (fulltime Est Est
student through summer term)
05/2001 X | 082001 o
Non-Government Towa State University, Admissions Ames, JA Est Est
Employment Office of Admissions Assistant
08/2000 X | 0572001 o
Military, U.S. Army U.S. Army Advanced E-3, private Fort Lee, Est Est
Individual Training VA
05/2000 X | 082000 X
(AIT)
Military, U.S. Army Reserve 389" Combat Engineer | E-4, specialist Dubugque, Est Est
i 1A
Battalion 12/1998 o | 082005 o

(B) List any advisory, consultative, honorary or other part-time service or positions with

federal, state, or local governments, not listed elsewhere.

Date Service | DateService Ended
Name of Government Name'ofiBosicion Hegan (month/year) (check box
Entity (month/ycar) if estimate) (check
(che(fk box if “present” box if still
estimate) serving)
n/a Est Est Present
a a o
Est Est Present
a a o
Est Est Present
o o o
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4. Honors and Awards
List all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, civilian service citations, military
medals, academic or professional honors, honorary society memberships and any other
special recognition for outstanding service or achievement.
Army Achievement Medal 2000
Philip A. Connolly Competition, Runner-up 2000
National Defense Service Medal 2004
Global War on Terrorism: Service Medal 2004
Global War on Terrorism: Expeditionary Medal 2004
Armed Forces Reserve Medal 2004
Friend of Wheat 2011, National Association of Wheat Growers

Friend of Wheat 2012, National Association of Wheat Growers

S. Memberships

List all memberships that you have held in professional, social, business, fraternal, scholarly,
civic, or charitable organizations in the last 10 years.

Unless relevant to your nomination, you do NOT need to include memberships in charitable
organizations available to the public as a result of a tax deductible donation of $1,000 or less,
Parent-Teacher Associations or other organizations connected to schools attended by your
children, athletic clubs or teams, automobile support organizations (such as AAA), discounts
clubs (such as Groupon or Sam’s Club), or affinity memberships/consumer clubs (such as
frequent flyer memberships).

Dates of Your Membershi
Name of Organization Position(s) Held
(You may approximate.)

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) — | 2004-present n/a
lifetime member
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Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of
America (IAVA)

Est 2006-present

n/a

Western Association of State
Departments of Agriculture
(WASDA)

2017-present

Board Member, Past President

Western United States Agricultural
Trade Association (WUSATA)

2017-present

Board Member

National Association of State

2017-present

Member; Board Member

Departments of Agriculture 2020/2021

(NASDA)

NASDA Foundation 2018-present At-Large Board Member

Oregon Food Bank 2019-present Board Member; Board Advocacy

Committee Chair 2022; Executive
Committee 2022

‘Women in International Trade

2014-present

n/a

6. Political Activity

(A) Have you ever been a candidate for or been elected or appointed to a political office?

No

(If yes, please complete the chart below)

Name of Office

Elected/Appointed/

Candidate Only

Year(s) Election

Appointment

Held or Term of Service

if applicable
Made @ app )




130

(B) List any offices held in or services rendered, including volunteer services, to a political
party or election committee during the last 10 years that you have not listed elsewhere.

Name of Party/Election Office/Services Rendered . Dates of
N Responsibilities N
Committee Service
Senator John Tester Campaign volunteer in Phone banked, door knocked, 2012
(MT) campaign Montana etc
Hillary for President Campaign volunteer in Virginia | Phone banked, door knocked, 2016

etc

(C) Itemize all individual political contributions of $200 or more that you have made in the
past five years to any individual, campaign organization, political party, political action
committee, or similar entity. Please list each individual contribution and not the total
amount contributed to the person or entity during the year.

Name of Recipient Amount Year of Contribution

Biden for President $500 2020

Biden Victory Fund $500 2020
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7. Publications and Speeches

(A) List the titles, publishers and dates of books, articles, reports or other published
materials that you have written, including articles published on the Internet. Please provide
the Committee with all listed publications via email or other digital format and list all
required publications even if no copy of the publication is available to provide.

Title Publisher Date(s) of Publication
In Conversation with USDA Blog March 14, 2016

#WomeninAg: Alexis Taylor
http://blogs.usda.gov/2016/03/14/in-
conversation-with-womeninag-alexis-taylor/

What U.S. peanut donations | Letter to the Editor, Washington Post May 1, 2016
mean to Haiti
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/what-
us-peanut-donations-mean-to-
haiti/2016/05/01/1fe8a27¢c-0d61-11e6-bc53-

db634ca94a2a_story.html

Connecting with Local USDA Blog May 3, 2016

Farmers, One Savory Dish at

a Time http://blogs.usda.gov/2016/05/03/connecting-
with-local-farmers-one-savory-dish-at-a-time/

ODA Ag Quarterly various ODA publication (pdf provided of recent Four times per year since

topics articles) 2017

(B) List any formal speeches you have delivered during the last 10 years relevant to the
position to which you have been nominated, and all speeches you have delivered related to
any topic for the last five years. Include any testimony to Congress or any other legislative
or administrative body. Please provide the Committee with copies of all listed speeches via
email or other digital format and list all known required speeches even if no copy is available
to provide.

Note: * indicates there are no supporting documents available.

Title/Topic Place/Audience Date(s) of Speech
Western Plant Board Annual Bend, OR 04/25/2022

Conference, welcome

2022 Oregon Dairy Industry Salem, OR 04/13/2022
Conference, Oregon Agriculture
and Food — Looking ahead

Oregon FFA State Convention, Redmond, OR 03/19/2022
welcome address
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Oregon Dairy Farmers Association
Annual meeting, ODA update

Salem, OR

03/07/2022

Oregon sustainability Board,
Update of ODA Sustainability
report

PPT attached separately

Virtual

12/10/2021

Oregon Bankers Association
Annual Meeting, Oregon
Agriculture Overview

Washington State

12/06/2021

Oregon Wheat Growers League
Tri-state meeting, ODA update

Spokane, WA

12/01/2021

Oregon Water Resource Congress
Annual meeting, ODA update

Hood River, OR

11/30/2021

Oregon Cattlemen’s Association
Annual meeting, ODA update

Pendleton, OR

11/21/2021

National Conference of State
Legislators — Ag Task Force,
Safeguarding the Agriculture
Supply Chain Against Future
Challenges

Virtual

09/03/2021

Groundbreaking celebration,
Dragonberry Produce

Canby, OR

08/26/2021

Oregon Cattlemen’s Association —
Midyear conference, Legislative
update

Gleneden Beach, OR

07/12/2021

Hearing on the state of Oregon
agriculture before the Oregon
Legislature, House Committee on
Agriculture and Natural Resources

Virtual

05/25/2021

National Agricultural Alumni and
Development Association
(NAADA) Annual Meeting,
Overview Oregon Agriculture

Virtual

05/20/2021

Hearing on Oregon’s pesticide
program before the Oregon
Legislature, House Committee on
Agriculture and Natural Resources

Virtual

05/18/2021
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Hearing on Oregon organic
agriculture before the Oregon
Legislature, House Committee on
Agriculture and Natural Resources

Virtual

04/20/2021

Hearing on ODA’s Budget hearing
before the Joint Committee on
Ways and Means, Natural
Resources Subcommittee, Oregon
Legislature

Virtual

04/14/2021 & 04/19/2021

Dunn-Carney Ag Summit, ODA
year in review

Virtual

01/29/2021

Hearing on Pesticide Regulation
before the Senate Interim
Committee on Environment and
Natural Resources, Oregon
Legislature

Recording log

Virtual

09/19/2020

Hearings on tariff impacts to

Oregon Agriculture before the
House Interim Committee On

Agriculture and Land Use, Oregon
Legislature

Recording log

Virtual

09/19/2020

Hearings the Food Security and

Farmworker Safety Program before
House Interim Committee On

Agriculture and Land Use, Oregon
Legislature

Recording log

Virtual

09/14/2020

Hearings on Oregon OSHA
Temporary Rules to Address
Covid-19 and Covid-19 and the
Oregon Food Supply Chain before
the Senate Interim Committee on
Environment and Natural
Resources, Oregon Legislature

Recording log

Virtual

06/04/2020

Hearings on OSHA temporary rules
in response to Covid-19, local meat
processing capacity in light of

Virtual

05/26/2020
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Covid-19, and effects of Covid-19
on the Farm to School program
before the House Interim
Committee On Agriculture and
Land Use, Oregon Legislature

Recording log

Oregon Food Bank Network,
Trends in the food system over the
next 5-10 years

Salem, OR

02/04/2020

Dunn-Carney Ag Summit, ODA
year in review

Salem, OR

01/24/2020

64th Annual American Hop
Convention, welcome and overview
of Oregon agriculture

Portland, OR

01/23/2020

NFU Women in Agriculture
Conference, keynote

California

01/20/2020

Oregon Farm Bureau annual
meeting, ODA year in review

Salem, OR

12/05/2019

Oregon Farm to School celebration,
overview of F2S program in
Oregon*

Portland, OR

10/03/2019

Gold Dust Farms — Women in Ag
event, keynote

Southern Oregon/Klamath Falls
area

08/27/2019

National Corn Growers Association
Agri Industry Council, overview of
ODA and Oregon Agriculture

Portland, OR

08/14/2019

OSU Days Malheur Experiment
Station, overview Oregon
agriculture

Ontario, OR

07/10/2019

10th International Herbage Seed
Conference, welcome

Portland, OR

05/12/2019

Friends of Family Farmers
Legislative day, ODA legislative
update

Salem, OR

03/27/2019

Oregon FFA Annual Convention,
welcome

Redmond, OR

03/24/2019
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Oregon FFA State Degree lunch,
keynote

Redmond, OR

03/23/2019

Oregon Dairy Farmers Assoc
Annual meeting, ODA update

Salem, OR

03/04/2019

ODA Budget hearing before the
Joint Committee on Ways and
Means, Natural Resources
Subcommittee, Oregon Legislature

Salem, OR

02/04-05/2019

Women in Ag Programs for 21st
Century Farms and Ranches,
Women in Agriculture

Virtual

01/29/2019

Dunn-Carney Ag Summit, ODA
year in review

Salem, OR

01/25/2019

Hearing on Overview of Oregon
Agriculture before the House
Committee on Agriculture and
Land Use, Oregon Legislature

Recording log

Salem, OR

01/22/2019

Country Natural Beef’s Annual
meeting, keynote

Le Grande, OR

01/23/2019

Salem Chamber of Commerce,
Oregon Agriculture overview

Salem, OR

01/14/2019

Rotary Club of Salem, Oregon
Agriculture overview

Salem, OR

01/08/2019

Oregon Cattlemen’s Association

Annual Meeting, ODA update

Oregon

12/1/2018

FDA FSMA conference, welcome

Portland, OR

11/27/2018

American Agricultural Law
Association - 2018 Annual
Meeting, Oregon agriculture
Overview

Portland, OR

10/26/2018

Taste of Europe Event, panelist

Portland, OR

10/18/2018

Hearing on Lost Valley Farm
before the Senate Interim
Committee on Environment and

Salem, OR

09/25/2018
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Natural Resources, Oregon
Legislature

Recording log

Hearing on international trade
before the Senate Interim
Committee on Business and
Transportation, Oregon Legislature

Recording log

Salem, OR

09/24/2018

Farm to School Exchange with
Tunisia, remarks*

Portland, OR

10/01/2018

International Livestock
Identification Association, welcome

Bend, OR

07/16/2018

Hearing on Lost Valley Dairy
before the Senate Interim
Committee on Environment and
Natural Resources, Oregon
Legislature

Recording log

Salem, OR

05/21/2018

Northwest China Council, keynote

Portland, OR

04/19/2018

Oregon Dairy Farmers Association
Annual meeting, ODA update

Salem, OR

02/25/2018

College of Agricultural Sciences
(CAS), OSU leadership course

PPT attached separately

Corvallis, OR

02/07/2018

Cultivating Change Portland Event,
welcome

Portland, OR

02/02/2018

Dunn-Carney Ag Summit, ODA
year in review

Salem, OR.

01/26/2018

Oregon and Washington Potato
Conference, ODA update

Kennewick, WA

01/24/2018

Oregon Seed Association annual
meeting, ODA update

Salem, OR

01/16/2018

Oregon Winegrowers Association,
ODA legislative update*

Salem, OR

01/10/2018
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North Willamette Horticultural
Society Meeting, Oregon
agriculture overview

Clackamas County, OR

01/09/2018

Oregon Seed Growers League,
Perspectives on Oregon Agriculture
- Challenges and Opportunities
Found in 2017*

Salem, OR

12/04/2017

Women in Agriculture Conference,
keynote

Virtual

11/18/2017

Tri-state Wheat Growers meeting,
introduction

Spokane, WA

11/09/2017

Yamhill SWCD annual meeting,
welcome

Yamhill, OR

10/18/2017

Doing business in Oregon event

Portland, OR

10/13/2017

Hearings on Japanese Beetle
Management and Pesticide
regulation overview before the
House Interim Committee on
Agriculture and Natural Resources,
Oregon Legislature

Recording log

Salem, OR

09/19/2017

PNWER conference: Economic
impact of trade in the agriculture
sector, keynote

Portland, OR

07/24/2017

Inter-American Commission for
Organic Agriculture, welcome

Portland, OR

07/18/2017

Idaho-East Oregon Fruit and
Vegetable Association Annual
meeting, ODA update

McCall, ID

06/09/2017

Oregon Cattlemen’s Association
Midyear Conference, ODA update

Pendleton, OR

05/31/2017

Harney County Cattlemen’s &
Harney County Farm Bureau’s joint
Annual meeting, ODA update

Burns, OR

05/25/2017

OSU Ag Days, keynote

Corvallis, OR

05/03/2017
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FFA annual conference State
Degree lunch, keynote

Redmond, OR

03/25/2017

FFA annual conference, welcome

Redmond, OR

03/25/2017

Strategic Economic Development
Corporation (SEDCOR), welcome
at ag breakfast

Mt. Angel, OR

03/02/2017

ODA Budget hearing before the
Joint Committee on Ways and
Means, Natural Resources
Subcommittee, Oregon Legislature

Salem, OR

02/20-21/2017

Oregon Women for Agriculture*

Silverton, OR

02/17/2017

Dunn-Carney Annual Ag Summit,
welcome and introduction*

Salem, OR.

01/20/2017

Executive Women in Agriculture
conference, speaker, women in
leadership and FFAS update*

Chicago, IL

11/30 — 12/02/2016

International Food Assistance and
Food Security Conference, FAS
and USAID hosted, update on
‘USDA’s approach to food security*

Des Moines, IA

09/12/2016

Sweeteners Symposium, American
Sugar Alliance, update on trade and
farm bill programs*

Coeur D’Alene. ID

08/01/2016

National Corn Growers Association
Conference, FFAS update*

Location unknown

08/2016

Exact date unknown

Ohio Corn and Wheat Collegiate
Program, overview farm safety net,
trade/foreign ag (as it relates to the
Farm Bill), TPP*

Washington DC

07/19/2016

Commodity Classic — FFAS update
to National Corn Growers
Association, American Soybean
Association, National Association

New Orleans, LA

03/03-05/2016
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of Wheat Growers, National

Sorghum Producers*

Towa Cattlemen’s Association, Des Moines, 1A 01/29/2016
international trade update™

National Turkey Federation DC Washington DC 07/14/2015
Fly-in, international trade update*

National Pork Producers Council, ‘Washington DC 04/15/2016
Annual Fly-in, TPA and TPP

update*

Global Pulse Confederation, 2015 Las Vegas, NV 04/12-15/2015
World Pulses Convention, trade

overview and current trade issues* Exact date of presentation unknown
National Potato Council Fly-in, ‘Washington DC 02/24/2015

update on trade*
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8. Lobbying

In the past 10 years, have you registered as a lobbyist? If so, please indicate the state, federal,

or local bodies with which you have registered (e.g., House, Senate, California Secretary of
State).

No
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September 26, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition &
Forestry Forestry

328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington DC 20150 Washington DC 20150

RE: Addendum to the Committee Questionnaire

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

During my September 6, 2022, interview with your staff counsels, we identified a presentation
that I was a part of and a recent publication that was published after my Questionnaire and

paperwork were submitted to the Committee. I have listed the information below and have
attached it to this letter.

1. Presentation to Tribal-State Task Force on Water, June 21, 2022

2. The Agriculture Quarterly, Oregon Department of Agriculture, Summer 2022, Issue

425 - Ag Quarterly Summer 2022 (oregon.gov)

Thank you again for the opportunity to be considered by the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry Committee and I am available to answer any further questions you may have about my
paperwork submissions.

Sincerel

Alexis M. Taylor,
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Director Taylor to USDA

Canada & UK.
Trade Missions
Coming Soon

AN W2 el

Jonathan Sandau named

ODA Assistant Director

As many of you know, on May 13,
President Joe Biden announced

his intent to nominate me as

the next U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) undersecretary
for trade and foreign affairs. The
formal nomination will begin
alengthy process, including a
confirmation hearing before the
Senate Agriculture Committee and
ultimately a vote by the full Senate.
Until the Senate confirms me, Oregon Governor Brown is
gracious enough to allow me to serve as ODA Director and
help the agency make a smooth transition.

While | am honored to be called back to federal service, it
is difficult for me to leave Oregon and ODA. While weighing
my options, it was the diplomatic and humanitarian crisis
in Ukraine that pushed me to know this was the right next
move for me. | felt compelled to step into the global arena
again and help the most vulnerable as the world deals with
a growing global food security crisis.

I want to sincerely thank everyone at ODA for making

my time in Oregon so special. | have been so fortunate

to work with some of the most talented people in state
government. | joined ODA in 2017 after working 12 years

in Washington D.C. As | am heading back to USDA, | am
reflecting on how grateful | am for everyone in this agency.

There is no other place like Oregon when it comes

to agriculture. | am thankful to Oregon’s agricultural
community who welcomed me, educated me, and inspired
me to think outside the box. The farmers, ranchers, fishers,
and food processors | have met during my time as director
and traveling to 36 counties showed me first-hand how
unique Oregon agriculture really is. In Oregon we are
lucky to have huge agricultural diversity. The agricultural
community is incredibly creative in how they produce the
products we all love while protecting our state’s natural
resources. | will take what | have learned into my next role
and continue to work to move agriculture forward.

Sincerely,

6&@3%797\
T A 2 o N

The Oregon Department of
Agriculture (ODA) named

director effective May 1, 2022. 5 E

Jonathan Sandau assistant

Sandau joined ODA in early
2020 as a special assistant
to the director focusing

on the legislature, budget
development, and strategic
planning. Shortly after his
hire, the COVID-19 pandemic
began, and then Oregon was hit with several natural
disasters, including wildfires, a deep freeze, and
severe heat.

During his time with ODA, Jonathan led several
large-scale efforts to help Oregon’s farmers and
ranchers through the many adversities they faced.
Projects included a statewide distribution of personal
protective equipment (PPE), securing $50 million

in state and federal emergency funds, and most
recently, guiding the creation of the Oregon Disaster
Assistance Program (ODAP), providing nearly $40
million in relief for those affected by Oregon’s natural
disasters in 2021.

As Assistant Director, Sandau will primarily lead
the agency’s legislative and external affairs work.
He previously worked for the Oregon Farm Bureau,
Congressman Kurt Schrader, and Governor John
Kitzhaber. Throughout his career, agriculture has
remained a focus of his career. Sandau’s family has
farmed in Marion County, Oregon, for generations.

e Meaniild ~ ‘Em’ I 4
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Updates from the Oregon Department of Agriculture

OREGON DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
UPDATE

On Tuesday, June 21, the Oregon Department of
Agriculture (ODA) opened a second round of Oregon
Disaster Assistance Program (ODAP) applications. Oregon
farmers and ranchers may apply for assistance from the
remaining pool of about $19.5 million. The participating
lenders are familiar with agriculture and are now
accepting applications through July 19. To apply contact
one of the following lending institutions:

« Umpgua Bank

= Columbia Bank

« Bank of Eastern Oregon

 Old West Federal Credit Union

ODAP requirements and eligibility remains the same in
the second round. Eligibility for ODAP is determined by
percent loss in 2021 measured against an operation’s
3-year average income with a maximum payment of
$125,000 or $150,000. Size of operation in acres, sales,
or other metrics are not a factor for eligibility.

ODA created ODAP using a $40 million investment from
the Oregon Legislature to assist farmers and ranchers
who suffered financial losses during one or more of the
natural disasters that hit the state in 2021. ODAP is
designed to complement U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) disaster assistance.
Federal programs are currently accepting applications
and USDA’s Disaster Tool can help navigate farmers and
ranchers through the process.

For more information about the ODAP application
process, a sample application, and answers to frequently
asked questions (FAQ) please visit
https://oda.direct/ODAP. All materials are also available
in Spanish.

HIGH PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA UPDATE

The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL) first
confirmed the presence of high pathogenic avian
influenza (HPAI) in Oregon on May 6, 2022. Since then,
NVSL has confirmed three additional cases in non-
commercial backyard flocks. As a result, the Oregon
Department of Agriculture (ODA) worked with each flock
owner to ensure humane depopulation, stopping the
further spread. Counties affected by HPAI to date include
Lane, Linn, Malheur, and Polk. In addition, Malheur County
was part of a regional quarantine due to detecting HPAI in
nearby Idaho.

HPALl is a highly contagious virus that transmits efficiently
among wild and domestic bird species. Symptoms include:
« diarrhea,

« incoordination,

* lethargy,

« coughing and sneezing,

« and sudden death.

Although birds infected
with HPAI may not always
display outward signs of
infection. The virus may
spread in various ways,
including through contact
with infected wild and
domestic birds and by
contaminated equipment,
clothing, and shoes of
caretakers.

If you have domesticated
backyard birds, please
increase your biosecurity,
and keep your birds
separated from wild birds,
especially waterfowl. If you
have birds that appear sick
or have died of respiratory or neurological disease, please
call ODA at 503-986-4711 (Alt Phone: 1-800-347-7028).
The risk of HPAI to human health is low, according to the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

If you see sick or dead wild birds, do not collect or handle
them but report the incident directly to ODFW at 866-
968-2600 or Wildlife.Health@odfw.oregon.gov.

For more tips on protecting your backyard flock, please
visit https://oda.direct/Al or en Espafiol at
https://oda.direct/AIESP.

OREGON MEAT GRANT UPDATE

ODA chose six Oregon meat processing businesses to
receive $2 million in Meat Processing Infrastructure and
Capacity Building Grants. The purpose of the grant is to
expand meat processing capacity statewide for Oregon-
raised livestock.

The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted a need for greater
resilience in Oregon’s food systems, especially meat
products. The small number of existing meat processors
in the state have long waitlists making it difficult for
Oregon’s producers to get their product to market.

The six grant awardees represent federal and state
inspection programs and a mix of harvested livestock
species from all over the state.

Grant awardees:

« Billy Bob’s Butcher Shop (Elgin) $ 435,210.93

= Central Oregon Butcher Boys (Prineville) $105,598.19
« Crystal Creek Meats (Roseburg) $382,707.09

» Mobile Ranch Butchering (Bandon) $299,762.84

« Mountain Valley Meat Service (Parkdale) $341,510.02
= The Meating Place (Hillsboro) $435,210.93

The Oregon Legislature recognized the need and
provided the $2 million in grants and instructed ODA to
distribute using a competitive process. The number of
grant applications ODA received illustrates the demand
for resources. ODA received 44 grant applications
requesting a total of $14 million in upgrades and
expansions.
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Grant applications now
available for Oregon’s seafood
industry

The Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) is now
accepting applications for $1.5 million in grants supporting
Oregon’s seafood industry. Earlier this year the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced it would
distribute approximately $50 million to 24 states and one
US territory to help defray the costs incurred by the seafood
processing facilities and processing vessels preparing for,
preventing exposure to, and responding to the COVID-19
pandemic. Applications are available at ODA online at
https://oda.direct/SPG and are due by July 29, 2022.

“We appreciate actions taken by Congress and the USDA for
the continued support of our seafood industry throughout the
pandemic,” said Alexis Taylor, Director, Oregon Department of

Agriculture. “Our seafood sector i ted in protecting their
workers and i local ies by responding to
market ch and ds. These funds provide

a level of relief and allow our seafood producers to continue
to provide high-quality seafood that consumers around the
world know and love.”

The grant program is funded through Pandemic Assistance
provided in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.
States are encouraged to prioritize applications that benefit
smaller processors and vessels, socially disadvantaged
processors, veteran processors, and/or underserved
communities. For grants intending to serve these entities,
applicants should engage and involve those beneficiaries
when developing projects and applications.

Help Wanted!

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and its market
disruptions, the demand for employees, especially for
experienced or highly trained employees, far exceeds the
supply. According to the latest data from the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics there are 11.4 million job openings
across the country as of the last day of April 2022. State
agencies including the Oregon Department of Agriculture
are not exempt from the challenges finding staff.

ODA hiring managers are working hard to fill key roles
throughout the agency. Retirements, promotions,

new opportunities, and new positions created by the
legislature are all contributing to vacant positions within
ODA. Open jobs include everything from natural resource
specialists, program managers, brand inspectors, shipping
point inspectors, and various support staff.

In May 2022, Oregon added 6,200 jobs, following gains
averaging 6,000 jobs in the prior six months. Oregon’s
unemployment rate also edged down to 3.6% in May, from

Oregon Hemp Program Updates

Several changes have been implemented to the Oregon
Hemp Program in 2022. ODA works hard to provide the
hemp industry and interested parties with up-to-date
information through contact with program staff, community
and virtual presentations and direct emails. To receive hemp
program email updates, subscribe online:
https://oda.fyi/SubscribeHemp

To date, Oregon’s Hemp Program has:

208 hemp growers, 217 grow sites, 283 hemp handlers
(initial processor), and 174 licenses pending.

HEMP APPLICATION DEADLINE HAS PASSED

Beginning 2022, a deadline for hemp applications was
implemented for May 31. ODA cannot consider any
applications to grow hemp that same year if received after
that date. By federal and state law a person cannot legally
grow hemp in Oregon without a license from ODA.

BACKGROUND CHECKS

In January 2022, Oregon became a U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) approved hemp state. As part of the
federal program, all key participants in the hemp operation
must pass a criminal background check before ODA can
issue a license to grow hemp. Only those with no felony
convictions related to a controlled substance in the last 10
years will be eligible to be licensed to grow hemp. For more
information, please visit: https://oda.direct/HempGrowers

HEMP MARKETPLACE

Oregon House Bill 3000 directs the Oregon Liquor and
Cannabis Commission (OLCC) to create rules around adult
use of cannabinoids and the sales of adult use cannabinoids
to minors. Rules restricting sales of adult use cannabinoids
above 0.5 mg per container were effective July 2021.

Other rules restricting the sales of artificially derived
cannabinoids in hemp items, industrial hemp-derived vapor
items, and limiting THC in hemp items to both adults and
minors were filed in December 2021. The rules are effective
starting July 2022 (OAR Chapter 845 Division 26). For more
information, visit: https://oda.direct/HempLawsRules

3.7% in April, reaching its lowest level in more than two
years. The rate is close to Oregon’s record low of 3.4%,
from November 2019 through February 2020. The U.S.
unemployment rate was 3.6% in both April and May 2022.

The effects of the very tight labor market is being felt
agencywide. ODA is invested in continuing to provide

to critical programs and services all Oregonians rely on.
Our staff continue to shift roles to cover service gaps
caused by vacant positions. While service levels remain
stable, hiring managers are getting creative in finding
talent including further diversifying where jobs are posted
and involving staff to help recruit people for positions
statewide.

If you or anyone you know is interested in a career in
agriculture, please visit the state of Oregon’s online job
hub (https://oda.fyi/OregonGovJobs) and enter Oregon
Department of Agriculture in the search bar or click on the
Company arrow and select Department of Agriculture.
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ODA in CANADA and U.K.

The Oregon and Washington state departments of
agriculture worked together to bring a showcase of
Oregon and Washington wine and food products to two
of the 2022 Northwest Wine & Food Expedition Trade
Tasting events in Toronto and Montreal in early June.

The events brought ODA, WSDA, Western United States
Agricultural Trade Association (WUSATA) and the NW
Wine Coalition together as well as 10 food and beverage
companies and 17 wineries from Oregon. The purpose

of the trade mission was to introduce Pacific Northwest
food and wine to the eastern Canadian market to explore
and expand distribution. ODA is proud to be a part of

the continuing effort to promote Oregon agriculture
worldwide. See a multimedia version of this story online
at: https://oda.fyi/Canada2022

In late June, ODA was proud to be a part of a USDA
agribusiness trade mission to the United Kingdom. The
trade mission delegation of approximately 70 people
representing 12 state departments of agriculture,
industry groups from wine to soybeans, and many
agribusinesses, were interested in exploring export
opportunities in this important market.

Trade mission participants including Oregon wineries and
Oregon’s MSC certified sustainable seafood companies,
Pacific Seafood and Bornstein Seafood, met directly with
potential customers, received in-depth market briefings,
and participated in several site visits during their time in
the UK.
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COMING SOON

CAFO ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

JULY 14,2022 + 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM

ODA Salem Office, Basement, Conference Room D
+ virtual via Microsoft Teams
https://oda.direct/Meetings

PESTICIDE ANALYTICAL & RESPONSE CENTER (PARC)
BOARD MEETING

JULY 20, 2022 - 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Location TBD

https://oda.direct/PARC

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
AUGUST 8, 2022 « TBD
https://oda.direct/meetings

OREGON STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE MEETING
AUGUST 16-18, 2022

Ontario, OR ¢ In-person & virtual meeting

See website for meeting agenda and details
https://oda.direct/BoardAgriculture

PESTICIDE ANALYTICAL & RESPONSE CENTER (PARC)
BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 21, 2022 « 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Location TBD

https://oda.direct/PARC
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UNITED STATES OFFICE OF

GOVERNMENT ETHICS
*

May 20, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Chairwoman

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry

United States Senate

‘Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairwoman:

In accordance with the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, I enclose a copy of the
financial disclosure report filed by Alexis M. Taylor, who has been nominated by
President Biden for the position of Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs,
Department of Agriculture.

We have reviewed the report and have obtained advice from the agency concerning any
possible conflict in light of its functions and the nominee’s proposed duties. Also enclosed is an
ethics agreement outlining the actions that the nominee will undertake to avoid conflicts of
interest. Unless a date for compliance is indicated in the ethics agreement, the nominee must
fully comply within three months of confirmation with any action specified in the ethics
agreement.

Based thereon, we believe that this nominee is in compliance with applicable laws and
regulations governing conflicts of interest.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by DAVID
APO
DAVID APOL Datc:LZOZZ.OiZO 18:44:15
0400
David J. Apol
General Counsel
Enclosures
*x *x Xk %

1201 NEW YORK AVE NW-SUITE 500 - WASHINGTON DC-20005
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May 9, 2022

Mr. Stuart Bender

Designated Agency Ethics Official
U.S. Department of Agriculture
J.L. Whitten Building

Room 347-W

1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Bender:

The purpose of this letter is to describe the steps that I will take to avoid any actual or
apparent conflict of interest in the event that I am confirmed for the position of Under Secretary
for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. It is my
responsibility to understand and comply with commitments outlined in this agreement.

SECTION 1 - GENERAL COMMITMENTS

As required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in which I know that I have a
financial interest directly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which I know that a person
whose interests are imputed to me has a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the
particular matter, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or
qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). I understand that the
interests of the following persons are imputed to me:

Any spouse or minor child of mine;
Any general partner of a partnership in which I am a limited or general partner;
Any organization in which I serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner,
or employee; and

s Any person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement
concerning prospective employment,

In the event that an actual or potential conflict of interest arises during my appointment, I
will consult with an agency ethics official and take the measures necessary to resolve the
conflict, such as recusal from the particular matter or divestiture of an asset.

If I have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional
during my appointment, I will ensure that the account manager or investment professional
obtains my prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash,
cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for the regulatory exemption for diversified
mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a), obligations of the United
States, or municipal bonds. I will receive a live ethics briefing from a member of the Office of
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Ethics after my confirmation but not later than 15 days afier my appointment pursuant to the
ethics program regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2638.305. Within 90 days of my confirmation, I will

submit my Certification of Ethics Agreement Compliance which documents my compliance with
this ethics agreement.

I understand that as an appointee I will be required to sign the Ethics Pledge (Exec. Order
No. 13989) and that I will be bound by it. Among other obligations, I will be required to recuse
from particular matters involving specific parties involving my former employer or former
clients for a period of two years after I am appointed, with the exception of states and local
governments.

1 will not modify this ethics agreement without your approval and the approval of the
U.S. Office of Government Ethics pursuant to the ethics agreement requirements contained in the
financial disclosure regulation at § C.F.R. § 2634.803(a)(d).

SECTION 2 - EMPLOYMENT RELATED INTERESTS

Upon confirmation, I will resign my position as Director of Oregon Department of
Agriculture, For a period of one year after my resignation, I will have a “covered relationship™
under the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502 with the Oregon Department of
Agriculture, Pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d), the agency will grant me a written authorization
to participate personally and substantially in particular matters involving specific parties in
which I know the Oregon Department of Agriculture is a party or represents a party. However, |
understand that any authorization will not allow me to participate personally and substantially in
any particular matter involving specific parties in which I previously participated as Director of
the Oregon Department of Agriculture.

SECTION 3 - OTHER RESIGNATIONS
Upon confirmation, I will also resign from my positions with the following entities:

e Board Member, Oregon Food Bank;
Board Member, NASDA Foundation;
Board Member, Western Association of State Departments of Agriculture
(WASDA);

e Board Member, Western United States Agriculture Trade Association
(WUSATA).

In September, 2021, my position with the National Association of State Departments of
Agriculture ended. Pursuant to the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502, for a period of
one year after my position ended or my resignation from each of these entities, [ will not
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter involving specific parties in
which I know that any of these entities is a party or represents a party, unless { am first
authorized to participate, pursuant to at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d).
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SECTION 4 - PUBLIC POSTING

I have been advised that this ethics agreement and the Certification of Ethics Agreement
Compliance will be posted publicly, consistent with the public information law at 5 U.S.C.
§ 552, on the website of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics with ethics agreements of other
Presidential nominees who file public financial disclosure reports.

Sincerely,

s g

Alexis M. Taylor



171

| eBed - sixely ‘oihe]

UOHEDIINSD SOIUIT JUSLIUIBAOD) JO 30O ‘SN

£g psioNpUOd MBIAR) JBLIO

[roBApiBayy ul Henls tepuag A £Z02/81/50 UC paubis Ajesiuciiosia] (elolo Buikyes ens Uspusg /e/

(MO}ag SIUBUILICD Aue

0} afans) suoleinBal puke sme| sigesdde Yim soueldwon Uy S) ISl 943 JeY} 9pNjouos | ‘Hodel $iyl Ul PBUIBILOD UOBULIONUI JO SISEY BU) U - uoiuid( s, 100 soiuyg Aousby

{AoB AyuBau| ut sixely ‘ojke | Aq ZZ0z/LE/60 Uo paubis Ajjesiuciios)s] sixs|y ‘10ike | /s/

"aBpaoun AW J0 189q U} 0} 1091100 pUE 8}RIdWod BN} ale WOk SIU} Ul 2pew aARY | SJUSWSIRLS Y} 18y} Aled | - ainjeulls oluocnoe|q

AiIs2104 pUB ‘UONIINN ‘alnynolby Uo e W0  *
UONBUIWON BUlSpISu0s $8aRilWos jeuoissalBuoy) jo ssweN

suoN
SUuop g1 Buipaoald ay) Bulng ploH SUORISOd JUBWUISAOL) [2JaPa- JUI0

ainynauBy Jo Juswiyedaq ‘sieyy feinynoliby ubielo- pue pue apei] Io} Alejeloss Jepun

sixaly ‘iojhe]

uoneLUIo) S Joji4

(98.z wio4 39H0) Hoday ainso|osiq [eroueuld dlignd
[suuoslad youelg aannosxy

{LZ0z "roN parepdn) (L000-60ZE) ON GINO parciddy o4 | yeoz Hed "o 40 § 'SOIIT WBWLIBA0S 10 2010 'S'N | Hoday ssuiuwioN



172

z abeg - sixely Uoike |,

[0 AjiBaiu Ul piaeq jody AG 2202/02/50 U0 paublis Aljesiuonosip] WO BuALs ‘pineq ‘lody /s/



173

¢ abed - sixaly Iojke ]

(Loz$ uey 000'06$
$S8| 10) BUON -1L00'6L$ SOA pun weawainey seafodwy olgnd uobeig e
(dv) ueid yunoooy [enplaipu] (SY3d)
ON weisAg Wsweley seafodwiz olgnd uobeiQ )
ainynauby
092'0£Z% feeg VN j0 wewypedsq uohaig - uoBalQ JO 2BlS z
§9 ofe je Bunels Yuowy0oz 'L § (slqeulepsose
(102$ ueyy Alipeai jou anjeA) ueld geuag paulaq (S¥3d)
$80] JO) BUON VN WosAg usWwaiNey saskoldwl oland uobaiQ L
LNMOWY
3WOONI 3dAL FWOONI INWA 413 NOILdI¥O83a #
SJUNOJJY JUSUIBIaY pue sWodU] p slessy ﬁcmE\no_QEm $J8ji4 ¢
siopal jo eiuibiIa ainnolby
JELET 110274 pieoq IequIay WOCId-UON ‘ uoBuIpy sloUpUT 888  JO SlusWleds(] 81e1S JO UCIEID0SSY UISISeAA e}
siopalg Jo ejuibip
Juesald 8L0Z/1 pleog Jsquisiy WOId-UON ‘uoyBuy uclepunod YasvN S
siopall(d o eiuibia (VASVYN) ainynouby
L2026 020Z/6 pieog Jsquisiy JiOId-UON ‘uoibully J0 sluswleda( 81RIS JO UORRIO0SSY [eLoeN 14
WwawuisAob ainynolby
Juesald 2L0Z/L Jopal(] 9leIS uofiaiQ ‘weles 0 wewyedaq uobai( - uoBalp jo aEIs )
slopang uoiBuiysEA UO1BID0SSY
Wasald 1102/ 10 pieog JOId-UON ‘JOANODUBA spel] [edn)nouby SIBIS PaNUN UIOISSM z
JUELCIR 6L0Z/L 401084 o pleog WoId-UON  uoBaIQ ‘puUBLOd Nueg poo uobaig N
[l IdAl .
(03} NOu NOIUSOd NOILYZINVDHO dLVIS ALID FAYN NOLLYZINVOHO #
JUBLLLLIBAOL) salelS paliun apising pisi su O S804 '




174

¢ abed - sixaly ‘iolfey

‘G abe je Builels a0jA9s 8jeIS

10 sieah ¢ uodn paseq juswAied AjLjuow 2 A3 [jIM | ue|d Jeusg pauad {Sydd)
1102/l ueld wleusg peulyeq Siu) Ul syediolled 0] anuiueD [Im | uofel0 ‘weies weshs wawaney seafoidwz oygnd uobsio 4
“ueid iy} 0} SUORNGIIIoD axew Jou pip (uoBalo
10 8jE)g au)) Josuods ue|d ey uejd uopesusdwon ue|d sBuiaes Yol {Sy3d)
110271 pausseq {A)/6¥ SIu) W aedionied 03 SNURLOD [IIm | uoBalp ‘weojes wolsAg Wawoailey seakodws ognd uobai X
31va SWHZL ONY SNAVLS FLVIS 'ALID ALY HO ¥IAOTING #

syuswsbuely pue sjusweaiby uswhiodwz sJepd ‘¢

(1ozs uew .
s3] 10) 3UON 000'6LS - L00'LS SN uondo %001s Auedwod |fews ¥
(1og$ uey (100'}.$ ueyy
$63] 10) QUON $89| 10) BUON SOA uondo %oo)g ywoisy Auedwio) obleT Sy
(10g$ uey)
$521 10) BUON 000'GL$ - LOO'LS EEIN uondo Juswisaal| s|gisuodsay A|jeos 144
(10g$ uey (L00'L$ uew
$83] 10) SUON SS9 1o) aUON SSA uondQ oois aniea Auedwo? abiey [N
(10g$ uey (L00'}.$ ueyy
$89| J0) SUON $s9| I0) sUON SOA SP0OZ Wieden (A4
(Loz$ uey 000'06%
$82 10) dUON - 100°6L$ EEIN 0£0Z Yiedein |4
{ue|d uonesuadwio) paleRg
ON (a)ss¥) ueld sBuires umolD Sx3d uobaio 14
(L0Z$ uey pun4 xapu|
88| 10) BUON 000°SLE- LOO'LS SOA SN X3 Aunbz ded 1| [eqoio) 1eexS siels €e
(Lozs uew ) .
$89] 40) BUON 000'GL$ - LOO'LS EEIN pun- xepu; ded iy fessny 19ens eels (4
ANNOWY

JWOONI  3dAL IWOONI ANIVA 413 NOILdIMOs3a #



175

G afed - sixaly ‘iolfe L

(1ozs uey ) ) (XdIWSA) saieyg sselD snid [euolmsul
$59] J0) BUON 000'GL$ - L00'LS S9A punZ Xxepu| J3ep %00i3 [ejo | pienbuep e
ON 676 - ue|d sBuireg sbeiop uobain €
(10z$ uey) (L00'Lg ueyy
$89] J0) BUON $83| I0) SUON SOA 0l[01I0H anissalBBy Ajojelopopy suiody 4
ON Junoooe sbesayolg z
(10z§ uew
$82 10) 2UON 000'GLS - LOO'LS VN (3unoooe yseo) L#xUEq ‘SN 3
LNNOWY
NOONI AdAL INOONI ANIVA 413 NOILJIFHOS3a #

SWOoU| puB S}ossY JoYl0 ‘9

BUON

SJUNOO0Y JUBWIBINSY PUE SLUOOU| B sjassy Juawkojdwg s gsnodg g

ainynolBy Jo Juswiedac 2jels UoBBIO BY} 4O J0JRIIC

uoBalp ‘uieies

SIALLNA S0 NOLLJIROS3A 43148

ALVLS 'ALD

ainynoliby
40 Jwswuedar uobalp - uobain Jo f1BIg L
JWVN 30UN0S #

Jes A B Ul 000'c$ Buipesoxs uonesusduior) JO $80IN08 S84 i

pATZ]%

“ue(d siy} 0} SUONGLILOD ew

jou pIp {ucBal0 1o eeIg BY)) Josuods ueid sy ued
UOIINGIIUOO paulap siy} Ul sjedionled o} aNURUOD (M |

wajes

ue|d Junoody [en

WwolsAg Wawaey saakodwg ognd uobaiQ £

3lva

SWH3L ONY SNIVLS

JLVLS "ALID

ALHYd HO ¥IAOTANZ #



176

g abeg - sixajy Uohe |

(Lozs uew ) .
$$91 10) BUON 000'61$ - LO0'LS YIN (3unoooe yses) z#Xueq '§'n S
(L0Z$ vey (L00'L$ vew
$89} 10) QUON $S9] 10) SUON SDA puny Xapul puog {euoljeuwsajul {ejo} pienBuep L'y
(L0z$ ueur (L00°L$ ueus (XdWEA) SeIByS 8| [RUOHNIASU|
SS9} 10) SUON $83) 10) JUON SOA pund xapuj jaxie puocg |eJo ) pienbuep oy
(L0g$ uey (L00'L$ veyy (XSINO()) seleyg sse|D
$89} 10) SUON 80| 10) BUON ECIN |euOnNISU; CliofHOd ABR)EnS ANpoWwwoD v4a %7
(L0z$ uew (L00'L$ vewy
€S9 J0) UON $89] 10) SUON SBA OHOJIOd SeNIINDaS B18IST (Bay Bqoid v4Q 7'
(Loz$ veur (L00'L$ ueyy (XidiA) seJeys jeuonnyisul
$89| 10) BUON 889 10) SUON SO pund senLnosg paosiold-uone)jiu] pienbuea [
(L0z$ vey (L00'L$ Uey (XSd.LA) sa1eys sn|d [euonnysu|
$83} J0) SUON $$9 10) SUON SOA puUN4 Xepu| %0018 |BUOHELLISIU] [BI0 | psEnBUBA v
L0z uey (L00'L$ veyy snyd jeuoynisut
$89] 10) aUON $59| JO) QUON SBA punj Xepui 19x/ew 3001s 810} psenbuep [
ON 875 - Ue|d sBuineg aBojjop uobaiy ¥
(L0Z$ veus (L00'L$ veuy {(XONg) seleys 413
SS9} 10) SUON $89] 10) SUON SOA pun.4 Xepuj puog [BUCHEUIAIU] (30| prenBueA e
(L0g$ veyy (X119A) s84eyg [euonnyISy|
$88| 10) BUON 000'SL$-1L00'LS SOA pund xepu} j3iep puog (ej0 | pienBuea 9¢
(1L0z$ ueus (L0C'L§ ueys (XSIWOQ) seleyg sse|n
$S01 10) QUON $89| 10) QUON SOA |euoinysu;j olojlod ABsjens Aupowwo)d v4a ¢'e
(L0Z$ vey (L00'L$ uey
$S9] 10) QUON 89} 10} QUON SBA OlO}I0d SalINo3g 2)BIsT [esy gD v4G e
(Lozs uew (L00'LS veyy (XidIA) so1BYS JeuonnIsy|
SS9 10) BUON $83| 10) SUON SOA pun4 saninNoag peoloid-uone|u| pienbuep £¢c
(L0z$ veu (XSdLA) s21ByS sn|d [euonnjisu)
$89] 10) BUON 000'6L$-100°LS SOA pun- Xepu| 30013 [BuUoHeuRiU) [B10 | prenbuen ze
LNNOWY
JWOONI  IdAL SWOONI ANVA 413 NOILdIMOS3a #



177

|/ abed - sixaly ‘lojhe ).

'LZ0z Uequie)des 0} 0202

‘Jequisides woy ainynouby jo sjuswiieda( 91eis JO UOHEBI0SSY LIBISaAA SUT JO JUSPISSid ay) Se paAas | 9 L
JLONANIT # L¥vd
sajoupuy

podai jo adA) siyy fo) paainbal joN - (w/N)

sjuBWBSINGUISY [9ABIL PUB SUID) ‘6

000°00L$
syuow g 8GCL 0coc - 1L00'05% UeoT jBUCSIad 1408 4
QoUapISeY
000'006% feucsiad
sieah 0g GleE /102 - 100'052% uo abebLoN sljeyy SUBIBjaA Jo Juswieda( uobaIO L
QIHHENONI
WH31 31ivd HYIA INNOWY SdAL JAVN €0 L1340 #

saljiqert ‘g

Hodas Jo adA) siyj so) paiinbal Jon - (V/N)

suonoesuel] /



178

g abed - sixa|y ‘lojhe )

(015 ‘spjoud s Auedwioo

B JO 2IBUS 2NNy HOOIS PaIOLsa) ‘suondo do0is palsaAun pue paysea “Be) sisaieiu pailes 1o sioid Ul Buleys 'Apnbs papseme-ishoiduis Jo uonisodsip Io UoRuIeY
ueld uopesuadwon paliajep B 1o suolsuad se Jons ‘ueld Jyausg JaUjo Jo Juswiaiel ‘arejem askoidwe ue ul uonedpied Buinuiuo)

(1oho)dwa Jusnno e woy Aleles AlBuIpio BuIpnioxa) Mom snolasld 10} PoAIaoal 194 j0u sjuawAied pue aoueleass Buipnioul Jskodws Le wolj siuswiAed Buinunuon
S0USSUE JO IABDT

wewhodwa ainin

* 5000

‘Buimol|o} 8y}
SE Uons (JLSLILIBACD Sajels pajun au; Jdeoxs) Jakojdwa Jewio) 1o ishojdwe ue ypm poliad Bugiodss sy Buunp pey 18y au3 jeu} sjuswebueiie 1o sjusweaibe sasoPsip ¢ Hed

sjuswieBuelry pue suswaalBy JuswAoldws sJajid ¢

(419) punj JuswisaAu) paydaoxa ue se sayenb jesse
BU 41 10 Q0TS - 0% SI SWIOOUI JO JUNOWE 8Y1 Jt pasinbal Jou s| awooul jo sdA} ay] 810N (uncooe obfesaxoly & UbBnoily peseyoind siesse 6'9) saninpe Bupelsusb-owooui 1810
10 ‘Wwawholdws ‘ssauisng sJajl 8y} woly A|eiesedas palinboe 2iam Jey) S19SSE 10 JUBLACIAWS JUBWIUISACS) SIB)S POYUM WOJ) SWIODU| JO S19SSE dpN|OUl JoU S0P UOIDaS SIL L

(siueied pue sjeap ooq se yons ‘Auadoid jenoajeiul pue ‘ucesuadwos paleep ‘ejeudoidde se sBuipioy Buikepun
118y} pue sjuno2oessueld jueliainel ‘suondo 3o05s ‘diysieupied 1o ssauisng Ul Aynbe “B'a) polied Builodal suj Bulnp paalaoss sem SWOoU] Ul 00Z$ UB] SJOW Udiym
wol {Z) 10 000 1 $ uey) tsjealB anjea e yum poed Buipodas auy) pepus yeys (1) saliace Bujjeseuab-auiooul 1oU30 Jo JuswAioidwa ‘'ssauisng s9|l; oY) 0} palejei sjessy @
(seziid pue ‘sdiysie|oyos
‘elieiouoy ‘sieys diysiauped ‘sas) ‘Alejes “B'a) pouad Buipodal auy Buinp Qoz$ uey) esout BUIEI0} ISl SU] JO SLIOOUI JUSUIISAALI-LOU IS0 PUE PALIES JO S20IN0G  *

:BUIMO[O) B} SBSOPSIP Z Med

SUNOOOY JUBWRINEY PUE SWOsU| § 81988y JusWAojdWT s oji4 2

‘Auedwion Ayjiger peuwll e jo sequsw BuiBeuew
-uou Jo Jeuped pejwi| e Se S1seis)ul Juslsaaul aarssed (g) pue ‘uopeziueBic ue Ul diysioquisw ais (1) JUSWILIBA0D) S91EIS PRIUN SUJ UM SBINP [BIoWO sJal ay) Jo ped
se pjay suosod () ‘ainjeu Azeiouoy ue jo Ajgjos suolyisod (z) ‘suoneziuefio [2onjod Jo ‘jeulalel; |e1oos ‘snoibiial yum suonsod (] ) :Bumo|jo) 8y} SpN|oUl JOU SB0P UOL0aS SIY L

‘uofjesuaduwiod SAIR0SI 10U PIP Jell)
By} JI UaAe a|gepiodal ale SUOINSOd "(JUBWILIBACL) SBIelg Palun ey} uym suosod Bulpnjoxa) pouad Builodal ayy Bulnp swip Aue Je pjay Jajly 8y} 1el) suolisod $asosIp | Led

JUBUILIBACE) S91EIS PAYUN SPISING PIOH SUONISOd SJ9it4 |

SJUBIUOY Jo Alelung



179

6 abed - sixaly 10jAe

(413) puny juswisaAu; paideoxs ue se saijllenb 1asse ayl Yl 10 00Z$ - 0% SI sWosL)

O JUNOWE B} JI Palinbal Jou sI awooul jo adA} auy) e1oN Aldde suopdeoxs [BUOCPPY (POAISOD] SEM BLIOOLS Ul 00Z$ UBLL 910U SS9JUN) §89] IO 000'GE 40 SNJBA B UNM LolNIsUl
lelueuy o|Buls B Je (sjunosoe jesew Asuow ‘sBuiaes ‘Buposyo Ba) sjunoooe yseo (¢) pue ‘(ue|d sbuiaes Juy Ba) JuswAodWe JUSWLISACS) SBIRIS PaJIUN UM pajeloosse
S)FBULY JUBWB NG 10 awooy) (7) ((poued Buitodal su) Buunp N0 pajuss Sem J SSBJUN) SoUBPISAI [BUOSIad & (1) 'sjesse j0 sadA) BUImolio) U} Spnjoul J0U SS90 UCI0SS SIY |

‘UsIpiyo
wapuadap pue asnods s8]l U3 JO SO} YIM SISBIIUI S 2l By} seiebeifibe Ja|y ay} ‘sploysaly} awooul pue anjea ay) jo sesodind 104 ‘poliad Buuodal sy Buunp paAieoal sem
SOOI JUBUNISBALY Ul 0OZ$ UBLE S10W UOIYM Woly (Z) Jo 000'L $ UeU) JajealB anjea & yum pouad Buniodas ay) papue jeus (1) ‘papodas Apeas|e Jou ‘Jesse Uoea $esopsip 9 Ued

BUI00U| pUE §1888Y JaUI0 9

(eriesouoy Buipnioxa) swosul paules sasnods g 10 palinbal Jou ale swooll Jo sjunowy (4i3) puny juswiseau) pajdeoxs Ue sk seijijenb Josse sui Ji 1o 00Z$ -
0% S SWOooU; jo JUNoWe ay} JI painbal Jou st swooul Jo adA} a8y ejoN (Junoooe abesaoiq e ybBnoiy) peseyoind sjesse “B9) saniaoe BuljeisusB-awooul 1ayjo 1o ‘Jusuifoldwe
‘ssausng s,asnods S4o1y sy} Woiy A|9jeredas painboe a1om JeU) SIOSSE 10 JSWAOIdWS JUSWUISACSE) S2)EIS PAYILM WOl SWODUE JO SJOSSe apnjou] JoU S30P LOI0SS Sy L

(swajed pue sieap yoog se yons *Auedoid |enjoafeill pue ‘uoliesusdwos palialep ‘sieudoidde se sBuipjoy BulAjiepun sau;

pue sjunoooe/sueld Juswaiel ‘suondo Yooy ‘diysisuiied Jo ssauisng u Aunbe 6-8) pousd Buiodal auyy BuLinp paAi@0as SEM SUIODU] U 00Z$ UBY) S10W UDIym woy () 1o
000’ +$ Ueyy Jejeald anjea B yym pouad Buisodal sy papus jeu) (1) seiaioe Bulielsuab-awoou| JBUI0 'SeliANCE ssauisnyg ‘JewAodwe sasnods sa(1) 8] 0} pajeial sjassy @
pouad Buiiodas ey Bupnp 0oz$ ueyy is1easl asnods siajy @uj Jo) BUEIOUOY JO S90IN0S &

(aseys
siauped pue ‘ses) Bunnsuoo ‘Aseles “69) poued Buiodas syy Buunp 00o‘L ¢ Ueul aiow Buielo; asnods s iy U jof (Blelouoy Buipnjoxa) aWoou| paules jo 880IN08 &

:BUIMO|0f DU} SBSOSIP G Med

SJUNOOOY JUBWRIIBY PUB SWOoOU| B S1essy JualwAojdwg s,@snods G

‘Buifed s|
JUSHO SYI YOIUM JO) SSOIAIRS BU) aplacid Jou pIp Jsiy au) i Jekojdws siell Y} o) JuswhAed SJUaI0 B SSO[OSIP JOU SB0P 1afl) SYL U9l 8y} 0} jou pue Jsojdwa s oy au o} JuswAhed
S)l @PEW 20IN0S Y} J1 USAS 30IN0S & SISOIOSIP J3|I} BY L "S201AI9s papiaoid Aljeuosiad iall} au) woym 0} sjul|io Aue wolj pue siefojdws Woly Yog sjuswhed sasoposip Jaiy oYL

‘poued Buipodal ayy Jo jeshk Aue Buunp SeoIAies S 191} oY) Jo) Jeak JepusiED B Ul 000'GS UBY] 210w pled 1Byl (JUSLIUISACD) S1e)S Pl aU) JdeoXa) So0IN0S SOS0OsIP ¥ Ued

1B9A B Ul 000'¢$ Buipasoxg uonesuadwod Jo se0In0g seli4 b



180

0} abed - sixepy Uojhe |

"Aldde suondsoxs [euoppyY sl aul 0} diysuonesl

J1au} jo Juspuadapui A0} USIp|IUD Juspuedap Io asnods se|)} syl Ag panienal Buluyiiue (9) pue ‘sesiwaid jeuosied 1o souapisas sJouop au} Je (Juswiueusiue ‘Buibpo)

‘pooy) Ajrendsoy Jo syIb () {[aael) [2I010 3]l BU1 YHM UOOaUU0D Ul fousbe s sy 8y} 0} UaAD sjUBISSINALUIR) [9AR]) pue SYIB () ‘soue)liayul JO SWO) Jeylo pue s)senbag

(€) ‘sawwaAb [BO0] 10 ‘9)e)s "BIGUINIOD 40 J0UISIC SU) WO JO JUBSWUIBA0D S3JRIS PajuN 3y} Wolj paaleoal BUlyIAUE (Z) ‘sealela) wol paaeoal Buliue (1) sway Bumojoy
24} 9pN{oU] JOU SSOP UONOAS S|U} ‘BN|BA DU} jo ssoipieBaoy 's$o| 10 gL $ 40 SNjeA B 3w Juswssingulal |aael 1o yib Aue sjebeiBBe jou psau Je|y 8y} ‘uonas iUy Jo sesodind Jo4

‘poriad Builodal ayy Buunp 801n0s aUo AU WOLL PaAIRISI URIPRYD Juspuadap pue ‘esnods s ally aU3 ‘48]l 8U) JeU) GL1$ Leul alow Buiielo] sjuswesINGUIa) (ARl @
‘polsed Buipodas ayy Bulnp 80Inos 210 Aug Wol paAlaosl ualp(iyo Juspuadep pue ‘ssnods sa)lj 8y} 18jl 8l 1By} G Ly$ Uey) alow Buijelol syiey @

1S9S0JOSIP U009 SIY |,

SJUBWISSINGWISY [8AR]] PUE SYIS) 6

‘Aidde suondeoxa jeuonppy poliad Bugiodas au) jo pua ay; 1B 000 0L $ Pasoxs jou pIp ANjige Bulpuesino auj ji
‘seoue|eq pleo JpsIo se yons ‘sjunoose abieyn Bulaoas () pue ‘soud sseysind s uio) 93 Spesoxe Ueo| oy} ssa(un 'seoueidde 0 ‘aInjLIn) PloYasNoy ‘ajotysa ojow [euosiad
e Ag painoas sueo] () ((sie)y SV d Joj Aidde suolenws) Jno psjuas ssajun 'aouspisal jeuosiad e uo sebebuiow (1) :senigel jo sadA) Buimojo) @y} 8pn|oul JoU S0P UOIOaS SIY |

‘pouad Buinedas au; Bulinp awiy Aue Je pamo piyo Juspuadap Jo asnods sl 243 ‘1)l 841 18Ul 000°0L$ 1eA0 S

qe)| S2S0psIP § Led
seniger ‘g

“Aidde
suondasxa jrUOIHIPPY JUN02JE UB|d sBuAeS YU L Biaps) & uiyum sBuipioy () pue 'sajou pue ‘spucd ‘silig Anseal] {¢) ‘spun; [enjnul 1exiews AsuoWw pue (SIUN0JsE 1oew
Asuouwl ‘sgD ‘sbulaes ‘Bunjosys “5°'9) sIUNCDOE LSED (Z) N0 peusl $SajUn ‘eouspIses feuocsiad e (L) [BUIMmoljo) 941 UI8DU0D JBY) SUOROBSUE 8pN|OUI JOU S0P UOIIDSS Silj |

‘pouad Buplodai
sy} Bulnp pliyo Juspuadap 10 asnods s oy SU3 4Bl UL JO JiBUad U0 DPpEW 000, $ JO SS90Xa U sapunoss Jo Apedold jeal jo sabueyoxa 1o ‘sales ‘saseyoind sesosip £ Hed

suooesuRIL “/



181

11 ofed - sixa)y ‘Iojfe |

a9z wio4 IHO sIu) jo abed 1s1i 2y} jo do) syl 1e pue aiey paAe|dsip st LOOO-60ZE SgWINU JeUl) JaguInu jo13U00 gND PieA Ajusino e shejdsip
11 SS9JUN UOEWIOJUL JO U010a}{00 B ‘0 puodses 0} pasnbai si uosiad ou pue ‘Josuods io Jonpuoo jou Aew AousBe ue ‘papuswe se 'y Uojonpay iomiaded ayj o} juensing

L1BE£-5000C O UOIBUIYSEAA AN ‘BNUSAY HIOA MBN LOZL ‘00S 8INS {ID0) $O1UIH JUBWILIBAOD JO 8OO "8'N 198UN0D
welboid ayy 0} ‘uaping siu} Bupnpal Joy suonsabBins Buipnjoul ‘UoNBWIOU| 10 UOHDS|I0D Silj} Jo Joadse Jaylo Aue Jo 8jewNse usping ay) Buipsebal sjuswitiod puss wloj sy}
BIAB1 Jo} e} Buipnjoul ‘esuodsal Jad sinoy ua) jo afeiaA. UE 8)E) 0} PRJeWIIS S| UOIJBULLIOJUI JO UOI08|I00 SIU L

uoljeusou) uaping onand

'SPI003l J0 WRISAS 10y A0BAlld apimM-youelq SAlNoaxXa

L~ LAOD/IDO 9U} 0s|e 298 "AILINDSS [BUOIEU 10 ‘JUSWUISAOL) jelapad sy ‘Ajus Jo Aouabe jualdioss ay) ‘sjenpiaipul 0} wiey Jo ysit ay) Buidpswai Jo ‘Buizwiuiw ‘Bunuasid
U110 yoBalg pauliyLod 1o pejoadsns e o Buipuodsal ul Ayjus 10 Asuabe Juaidioal ay) 1SISSE O AJESSa0aU AIQBUOSER) S SPI0ODDS O WSISAS SIU} WO UOBWLIOWI JeU] SauILLsiep
piooal ay} Buluiejuiew AousbBe sy usym ‘Aus je1apad Jo AousBe |elapad Jayjoue o} (1) PUe ‘Wiley Yons Apswal 10 ‘9Z|Wiui ‘JusAaid 0] 10 yoesiq psuiyuod Jo papadsns ay
03 puodsal 0} spoye s Aouabe oy} yiim UoDaUUO0D Lif JSISSE 0} AIBSSS0aU Ajqeuoseal s| 8INsSoosip sy} pue ‘AJInoss |RUOIEL 10 ‘JUSLLIUIBAOS) [Blapad ay) ‘AouaBe au ‘sienplaipul
o} LBy (O Ysli B §} 218U} JeU) pauluialep sky splooal ay) Buluejuiew Aouale sy} 'spiooal jo WajsAs au) jo oesiq pawliluos Jo pajoadsns B useq sey slay) uaym suosiad

pue sauius ‘ssiouabe sjendoidde o} (g)) Yapio aanoaxs Bujpesiedns AU 10 0/ /€1 18PIQ) SARN0SXT Ul PAUIBJLOO SLIOIOLISAI 9Y} Jo Jaalem Aue ‘AousBe Jo juswpedep ‘Uosiad
Aue 0} pue 2ISgepA IO aY) Uo (Z1) ‘JDO Ag panss] 2In|ISSAID JO @)ediyUe0 Aue ‘AousBe Jo Juswypedsp ‘'uosiad Aue 0] pue S)SqapA DO Y UO (L]) ‘UoneWIUOD Sleuss
Buuinbal uomisod e 0} JuspIsald 2yl Ag pajeulwou [enpIAIpUl LB AQ DO Ui pajll ‘soueldwod JuswaalBe solyle Jo suoneoyniao Buipnoul JuswasiBe sowie usylum Aue 'Aousbe
10 Juswedap ‘uosiad Aue 0) pue SUSGEAN DO Y UO (0)) 'SPI0ORI JO WR)SAS SIU) 03 PRYed) UoHoUN) B Us|dWO00E 0} AIESSS00U UBUM JUSWILIRACS) {B19pad 8y} 10} Juswubisse
10 201AIFS ‘PRIUOD B UO Bupjiom $93A0|dwa JUSWILLIBAOD-UOU 1BUJ0 PUE SIOIBIU0D 0} {6} PI0d21 84} 0 100fans aU) S| UM [ENPIAIPUL UE JO Jsenbal oy} Je pue Jo Jjeyaq uo

apew Aunbu) ue o) asuodsal Ul soyjo [euorssaIBUOS B 10 $31BU0D Jo Jequisiy B 0) (g) ‘uopesuadwos 1o Juawhojdwe ainyn; 1o Juawsaibe ue Jo 1o uonesuadwod Jo juswiodwa
ainyny 10} suohenoBau Jo JusssuaWWIoD ay] o 9010 sojyie Buisiaadns saafoldus ue BuiAou sjuswelels Bulpnjour ‘spuswnoop BuiAuedwoooe Aue pue podal 2inNsosip
Jeloueul olgnd € ‘Jayioue 0} uoiisod Palsaoo auo WOl PajiElep Sf 1o siapsuel) aakojdws ue uaym AouaBe 1o Juslupedsp ‘eoijo mau & Ul siejoilo Bumsiaei o3 (1) Buipsscoid
QU 0} JUBADIRS Bq O} SPI0S3I SY) SBUIWISIRP Lojeoipn(pe oy} usym Apog saeoipnlpe 10 aaleSsIUpe Ue alojeq Buipsasord e Ul 1o 'Apog aAljedipnipe 10 sAjelistlwpe

10 “Aunf puesB ‘unoo e aiojeq Buipssoold e 0} Jueasil AjgenBle ale spiooal ay) jeU) sauiwislap AousBe Buisojsip sy uaym (9) ‘uoneisiba} jaijal ajeld uo uolBUIpI00D
aAeisiBe; Buunp 196png pue juswaebeue Jo 3010 aU) 0} (§) ‘suonosdsul JuawaBeuRW SPI0OS; Ul UOREBIISIUIWPY SPOIISS [BIoURS9) BU} IO UOREASIUILPY SPI00ay pue

SAADIY fEUONEN BU3 O} () ‘UONBURLISISP IO LoeBIISaAUI 1S218jUl JO JOIUOD B 0} JUBASISS UCHBLIOMI Ujejqo 0} A1essa0al Usym 221nos e 01 {g) ‘uoljejnBel Jo me| Jo SUC|eIoIA
|ennuaiod 10 SUOHE[OIA JO BleME SaWIooaq Aouabe Bulisolosip au) i AousBe Juswaoiojua me| [e0o| J0 '81e1s ‘feJapad e 0} (Z) ‘gl @i o (£)(Q)g0z pue (1.)(a)g0g suoioes o) uensind
uoidwaxa ue BupuesB uoneuluusiap Aue ‘gl ann 1o (1){P)80Z LUOI0aS Uj pauleluco uonelwsy ay) 03 Joafgns ‘uosiad Bunsanbai Aue 0} {|) :epew aq Aew Hodal sju UO uopew ol
U} JO SRINSOIOSIP [EUOHIPPY 158nbau uodn wioy Umo inoA Jo ssacoe oygnd 1o} suopesldde joadsul Aew no A ‘me] Ag paziioyine 8sIMIayio se 10 10y au) 4o (L ){a)zop pue

GOL SUOROaS YYMm 20UBPIODOE W Uosied Bunsanbais Aue 0) 1senbal uodn pasojosip aqg osie Aew podal siy| suopenfas pue sme| [elapa4 ajqeoydde ypm aoueldwos suluLeep
0} S[BIOJHO JUSWUISAOE) AQ Ma|AR) 10} St Hoda] iU UO UOIeULIojU 39U} Jo ash Alewlid 34| "UoHoe Al 0 ‘Uolioe Aleuydiosip ‘uoneledas Ul insal Aew uoljeurious pajsanbal

2y} apiaold o} sunjied Uohewiopul siy jo Buodal sy} aiinbal suoiieinBal SOIUITE JUSWIUIACD JO SO 'S 18U O FEIZ Hed 'H'4'D G pue ‘(Joy MD0.LS) (SoL-2LL 1 and)
Z1L0Z 10 1ov aBpsajmousy [eucisssiBuo) uo Buipel) doig aul Ag pepuswe se “bos e Lo} § dde 0'sN ¢ (1ov 2yl) pepuswe se ‘g/6L JO 10V JUBLULISAOS) Ut S2IUIT SU) §O | S}l L

Wewalels Py Koeald



182

September 21, 2022

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

United States Senate

Chairwoman, Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable John Boozman

United States Senate

Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman:

Please be advised that pursuant to section 101(b) of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978,

as amended, I have informed the appropriate ethics officials that the information required by
section 102(a)(I)(A) of the Act with respect to income and honoraria contained in OGE Form
278e (Executive Branch Public Financial Disclosure Report) executed by me on Monday, May 9,
2022, is correct.

This information is current as of Wednesday, September 21, 2022. This date is within five days
prior to the date of the first hearing scheduled to consider my nomination.

Sincerely,

6T

Alexis Taylor
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Nomination Hearing: September 22, 2022

Dr. Jose Emilio Esteban, of California, to be Under Secretary of Agriculture for Food Safety,
United States Department of Agriculture

Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow

1. Hyou are confirmed, 1 fook forward to working with you. If confirmed, do you agree,
without reservation, to:
a. Promptly reply to any request for information from me or any duly constituted
committee of the Congress and provide the requested information?
Yes, if confirmed, I commit to replying to requests for information promptly.

b. Respond to my requests for data and technical assistance in informing or drafting
legislation or implementation of the law?

Yes, if confirmed, I commit to responding to requests for data and technical assistance to assist
with drafting legislation or implementation of the law.

¢. Notify me or my staff in advance of any public announcement of any major
changes made by you or within the Department of Agriculture during your

tenure?

Yes. If confirmed, I will ensure you and your staff are notified about public announcements of
major changes made during my tenure.

Ranking Member John Boozman

1. Regarding the poultry Salmonella Pilot Projects:
a. What is the current status of this endeavor?

My understanding is that at this point FSIS has received four proposals for pilot projects from
poultry establishments. If confirmed, I would be happy to provide additional information to you
and your staff about the Pilot.

b. How many projects has the Agency approved?

At this time, no proposals have been approved.

¢. How many regulated establishments and companies are involved in these projects?
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As Chief Scientist I have supported a team that is working with stakeholders to develop the pilot
program. I am uncertain as to how many establishments may be involved with the current
proposals but if T am confirmed, I commit to learning about all the elements of this program and
providing additional information to you and your staff.

d. Will these projects continue given the recent announcement to establish a new
Salmonella framework and to declare Salmonella an adulterant in not ready to eat but
appears ready to eat products?

Again, I support a team at FSIS that is considering these pilot projects. If I were to be confirmed,
I commit to reviewing the applications in full and determining how the data that results from
them could supplement the data and studies FSIS is compiling to inform the final strategy.

2. Inspector shortages impact plant operations and have posed challenges to regulated
establishments during the pandemic. Can you discuss the status of the FSIS inspector force,
what is the current vacancy rate and how does that compare to historical figures? What
efforts are you pursuing to attract professionals to these positions?

FSIS continues to prioritize scheduling and staffing to ensure all establishments’ inspection
needs are met, while proactively recruiting to reduce the vacancy rate. FSIS offers competitive
monetary recruitment and retention incentives to attract highly qualified professionals to its
workforce and retain them. However, as Chief Scientist, this is not an area in which I have been
deeply engaged.

If confirmed, I will ensure I am brought up to speed on FSIS workforce challenges and strategies
in place to hire and retain qualified professionals across the agency.

This is an important issue and I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue with you
and your staff in future.

3. Inrecent years USDA and FDA signed a Formal Agreement for the regulation of foods
produced using “animal cell culture technology”, or “cell-based meat”. The Agreement
recognizes that USDA enforces the misbranding and adulteration of meat products in
commerce and provides that USDA will "require that the labeling of human food
products....be preapproved and then verified through inspection as required by FSIS
regulations.” The agencies also mutually agree that USDA and FDA will "develop joint
principles for product labeling and claims to ensure that products are labeled consistently and
transparently.”

a. What is the status of finalizing this framework?

USDA and FDA worked together to develop a framework for regulating meat and poultry
products made from cultured animal cells. It is currently being followed as both agencies work
with companies seeking approval to bring these products to market.

[S8]
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b. Can you describe the role that FSIS will both play as it relates to labeling of these
food products?

As it does for conventional meat and poultry products, USDA will review labels for cell-cultured
meat and poultry products to ensure they are not false or misleading before they can be sold to
consumers. USDA plans to issue a proposed rule that will govern the labeling of meat and
poultry products made from cultured cells.

c. Do you envision labeling that describes cell-based meat and poultry as distinct from
traditional or conventional meat and poultry production?

USDA is in the process of completing its review of the more than 1,000 comments received for
the Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the labeling of cell-cultured meat and poultry
products. The comments will inform labeling regulations to ensure labels for these products are
not false or misleading to consumers, promote transparency, and allow for fair competition.

d. How will USDA’s exclusive jurisdiction be preserved while the two agencies develop
these “joint principles” and begin regulating cell-based meat and poultry products?

The agreement that USDA and FDA entered into regarding cell-cultured meat and poultry
products clearly defines the scope of each agency’s authority, and we are not concerned at this
time that either agency’s jurisdiction will be infringed upon.

4. Producers and regulated establishments have been frustrated over regulatory uncertainty
involving FSIS that has a significant impact on their businesses’ day to day operations and
staffing. Recent actions related to line speeds in swine and poultry processing facilities leaves
these businesses struggling when the rules of the road are constantly changing. If confirmed
as Under Secretary what is your plan for rebuilding the relationship with the regulated
community?

This is a very important issue. Throughout my career, I have sought to build relationships across
government and with stakeholders to address important challenges. If T am confirmed as Under
Secretary, I am committed to open communication and will prioritize engagement with industry
on a host of issues, including line speeds.

5. In evaluating the instances of worker injuries in chicken processing facilities, USDA and the
Department of Labor (DOL) determined they had insufficient resources to evaluate the safety
record of approximately 50 poultry processing establishments operating at higher line speeds.
USDA and DOL are instead relying on third party to conduct this evaluation. Why did the
Administration forgo involving individuals with expertise in training poultry processing
workers and familiarity with the daily tasks performed by these workers in the third-party
review?
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As Chief Scientist, | have not been involved in recent plans related to FSIS™ action related to line
speeds. However, I recognize this is an important issue and one that will require my attention
should I be confirmed. I will prioritize getting fully briefed on all aspects of issues related to
poultry line speeds and how USDA is responding.

6. Tam sure you are aware of the recent modification of poultry line speed waivers and the new
data submission requirements for waiver holders. Can you describe the steps the agency will
take to protect sensitive data collected pursuant to these modifications, especially data
subject to HIPAA protection?

In my role as the Chief Scientist, I have not been involved in the development of the FSIS plans
for waiver holders, however I am aware of USDA’s recent announcement to modify poultry line
speed waivers and study of the effects of increased line speeds on worker safety. If confirmed,
vou have my commitment that I will investigate the issues you have raised and work to ensure
sensitive data is appropriately protected.

Senator Sherred Brown

Mr. Esteban, COVID-19 shined a light on the vulnerabilities in our food system, including issues
surrounding extremely fast line speeds in meat and poultry processing facilities and the serious
harms this system has on workers, animals, and consumers.

1. Given the negative implications of higher line speeds on worker safety, food safety, and
humane handling laws, please share what steps you would take to address this issue if
you are confirmed?

FSIS is currently undertaking two evaluations of the impact of higher line speeds on worker
safety, one in swine establishments and the other for poultry. However, as Chief Scientist, line
speed is not an issue I have had experience working in previously, but I am committed to being
fully briefed should I be confirmed. In addition, if confirmed as Under Secretary, I am
committed to ensuring that the findings of these evaluations are accurate, the recommendations
are sound, and the agency makes appropriate changes to its policies.

2. Mr. Esteban, COVID-19 also revealed how long supply chains and vertically integrated
meat and poultry processing, which is controlled by only a handful of large corporations,
undermines food security and drives food price inflation. My colleagues and I responded
by providing USDA significant resources through the American Rescue Plan to build a
more resilient food system. One area in which the USDA has invested heavily in is the
development of local and regional food systems in particular small meat and poultry
processing facilities through the USDA’s Meat and Poultry Processing Expansion
Program. Looking past the pandemic and the initial response through programs like the
USDA’s Meat and Poultry Processing Expansion Program, what role do you see FSIS
playing in supporting small, very small and niche meat processors?
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One of the most important things we do to assist small, very small, and niche meat processors is
to provide technical assistance before and after they receive a grant of inspection. In addition, we
consider the impact of any new regulations on small, very small, and niche meet producers and
make adjustments in compliance dates, record-keeping, and other requirements as appropriate.
Thanks to investments provided by Congress we have also been able to successfully implement a
program that reduces the overtime and holiday inspection fees paid by small and very small
establishments and would like to see that program continue.

Small and very small establishments play an important role in the food system and in local rural
economies. I am committed to open communication and collaboration with all stakeholders to
ensure the strength of all of our processors, including our small, very small, and niche
processors. Doing so will also ensure the production of safe food for consumers.

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand

1. Non-typhoidal Salmonella causes approximately 1.35 million illnesses, 26,500
hospitalizations, and 420 deaths each year in America according to the CDC. Over the past
25 years, the Salmonella illness rate in the United States has not substantially changed.
Poultry products regulated by USDA are one of the top causes of these illnesses. Considering
the advances in our scientific knowledge of this bacteria and the prevention tools available,
this lack of progress is unacceptable. Current USDA regulations may be stifling
improvement as the standards are not enforceable, meaning meat known to be contaminated
with a high dose of the most virulent strain of antibiotic-resistant Salmonella can still be
stamped “USDA inspected” and sold alongside uncontaminated products. The agency has not
committed to removing these dangerous products from commerce until after they have
caused an outbreak — increasing the chances of preventable harm and economic damage for
consumers and industry alike. I was pleased to see USDA recently launch a new initiative to
tackle Salmonella and propose an enforceable standard for raw breaded poultry. USDA
should propose enforceable standards for more raw products, including the ones Americans
are buying most often.

Can you commit to substantially reforming the current USDA poultry food safety regulations
and creating enforceable final product standards for all raw poultry products to better prevent
dangerously contaminated products from reaching consumers?

FSIS is hard at work developing a strategy that will reduce Salmonella illnesses linked to poultry
products and is doing so in a transparent and collaborative way. If confirmed, T am committed to
continue exploring ways to reduce Salmonella ilinesses and ensuring safe poultry products are
sold to consumers.

2. Dr. Esteban, meatpacking workers continue to face some of the most dangerous working
conditions in the country with amputations occurring, on average, twice a week. Yet this
work may become even more hazardous as large multinational meatpacking corporations
continue to push for faster line speeds that further puts vulnerable workers at risk.

5



189

Under your leadership, what would FSIS do to prioritize worker safety over the profits of
large meatpackers?

If confirmed, I am committed to ensuring a safe work environment for FSIS employees who are
essential to the agency’s mission. In addition, while FSIS does not regulate worker safety, it does
have the authority to consider the impact of any of its regulations or policies on establishment
workers.

With insight gained through study, T am confident that we can balance food safety, worker
safety, and company viability without compromise. We must strike that balance and achieve all
three if we are to maintain our status as having one of the best food safety systems in the world.

1.

Senator Cory Booker

Two-thirds of medically important antibiotics sold in the United States are used to keep
livestock healthy on factory farms. This gross overuse of antibiotics contributes to the
deadly threat of antibiotic-resistant bacteria. Consumers are concerned about this issue —
rightly so — and pay a premium to purchase meat with USDA approved label claims such
as “raised without antibiotics.” But it turns out that consumers are being deceived. In
April of this year, a new study published in Science magazine identified antibiotics in one
or more of the cattle in 42% of the feedyards at a slaughterhouse approved by the USDA
for processing beef with a “raised without antibiotics” claim.

a. If confirmed, will you commit to establishing a rigorous empirical testing system
within slaughter facilities to ensure that claims such as “raised without
antibiotics” are truthful and accurate?

FSIS’ goal is to better ensure that claims made about antibiotic use are truthful and not
misleading. Should I be confirmed, I am committed to ensuring that FSIS-regulated products are
safe, and accurately labeled and packaged so that consumers are protected from misbranding.

2. Under current policy, instead of defining animal-raising claims itself, the FSIS allows

meat producers to create their own definitions for claims such as “humanely raised” or
“ethically raised”. FSIS, without verifying whether producers are even meeting their own
self-created standards, then approves labels on meat and poultry products that make these
animal-raising claims. Neither the Federal Meat Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. §§ 601-695,
nor the Poultry Products Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. §§ 451-472, grant FSIS the authority
to regulate the on-farm treatment of animals or to inspect the farms where these animals
are being raised. FSIS has acknowledged that it “does not regulate food animal
production” and therefore “may not always have all the relevant information necessary to
the proper evaluation of the animal raising practices described in a producer’s animal
production protocol "1 Often the producers self-defined humane practices are merely the
industry standard of care. In addition, multiple undercover investigations have revealed
that some companies that label their products with FSIS-approved labels, claiming the
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animals are humanely raised, are in fact abusing animals. This is obviously not consistent
with what consumers believe they are purchasing when they pay a premium to buy these
products.
a. Given this absence of FSIS jurisdiction and dearth of information, how can FSIS
verify that what companies are including on the food label applications
concerning how animals are raised is truthful and accurate?

It is important to clarify that while FSIS is responsible for ensuring that product labels are
truthful and not misleading, the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) has a separate “Processed
Verified Program” that allows companies to propose their own label claims. Should I'be
confirmed, I am committed to working with you to ensure labels are truthful, accurate, and
provide consumers with information they need. In addition, I am committed to working with
AMS to ensure that any changes made in FSIS regulations will be reflected in any consumer
facing, Process Verified Program label.

b. IfFSIS is unable to verify that these animal-raising label claims are truthful and
accurate, will you commit to ending the FSIS practice of reviewing and approving
animal-raising claims on food products?

As noted above, USDA is in the process of updating its guidance to strengthen the verification
requirements for the most widely used animal-raising claims. Should I be confirmed, I am
committed to ensuring food product labels are truthful and accurate.

c. Assuming FSIS continues to approve animal-raising label claims notwithstanding
these problems, if FSIS receives information that the conditions on a farm are
blatantly inconsistent with the approved term or the information the entity
submitted for label approval, will you commit to referring for prosecution such
fraudulent conduct, pursuant to §§ 21 U.S.C. 676 (providing penalties for
misdemeanor and felony violations)?

In my role as Chief Scientist, I am not familiar with penalties related to fraudulent claims. If
confirmed, I commit to being brought up to speed on this issue and consulting with our General
Counsel’s office.

On numerous occasions, non-profit organizations requesting label approval files for a
specific product label claim have been notified by the FSIS that it possesses no
documentation related to the claim, suggesting that either the FSIS record-keeping system
is flawed or the claim in question was not approved before entering the marketplace.
a. If confirmed, what actions do you intend to take to determine if unapproved label
claims are a significant problem and, if so, how it can be addressed?

(53

If confirmed, I will ensure that FSIS not only reevaluates the current guidance document but also
reviews the documentation for existing claims and, if it is deficient, take appropriate action.
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4. Downed animals are farmed animals being raised for food who are too injured, weak, or
diseased to walk or stand without assistance. Farmed animals can become downed while
at a farm, feedlot, market or auction; during transport; or at the slaughterhouse. The issue
of downed animals has a long legislative and regulatory history. Currently, there are only
pre-slaughter inspection regulations to prohibit the slaughter of downed cattle. There are
no regulations for sheep, swine, goats, horses, mules, or other equines. In 2002 Congress
required that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) investigate and submit a
Congressional report regarding downed animals 2! Twenty years later, no such report has
ever been issued by USDA for pigs.

a. Due to the extremely high number of downed pigs entering our food system!,
and the serious public health impacts accompanying adulterated meat, if
confirmed will you commit that FSIS will expand the current prohibition on the
slaughter of downed cattle to also prohibit the slaughter of downed pigs?

USDAs role in ensuring that animals presented for slaughter are handled humanely is vital to
promoting animal welfare, preventing food waste, and fostering a safer work environment for in-
plant employees. Consumers and producers must be confident that USDA-inspected and passed
products are not only safe, but that the animals were handled and slaughtered in a manner to
reduce needless suffering. In response to a 2013 petition from Farm Sanctuary, FSIS carefully
considered the issues you describe and concluded that existing regulations are effective in
ensuring that pigs are handled humanely at slaughter and that diseased livestock do not enter the
human food supply.

If confirmed, 1 can commit to ensuring that USDA policies regarding downed animals are based
on the latest available science and data. Should the science develop to support a connection
between downer pigs and human health, it would be appropriate for USDA to take action to
protect public health, just as USDA has taken action in the past to prohibit non-ambulatory cattle
from entering the food supply. I will also ensure that FSIS continues to provide necessary
training on humane handling and enforcement activities to its inspectors.

b. 1If confirmed, will you commit that FSIS, in coordination with APHIS, will
complete in 2023 the congressionally required report regarding downed pigs?

If confirmed, I commit to reviewing this issue, and providing Congress with any outstanding
deliverables on this issue.

5. The Amazon Rainforest is being burned down so that more beef can be produced in
Brazil. Big Companies like IBS slaughter those Brazilian cows in Brazil, ship the meat
into the United States and repackage it here, and then USDA allows that meat to be sold
in our stores labeled as a “Product of the USA™. This fraudulent practice hurts our
consumers, and it hurts ranchers here in the United States. A petition has been pending
for four years at FSIS asking that FSIS address this issue.
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a. If confirmed, will you commit that FSIS will only allow “Product of the USA”
label claims to be placed on meat that comes from animals that were born, raised
and slaughtered in the United States?

Secretary Vilsack has committed to clarifying the definition for this label through rulemaking by
the end of this year. FSIS is in the process of completing a comprehensive review of the label,
which will guide the planned rulemaking. If confirmed, I am committed to working with FSIS to
ensure this work continues. 1look forward to working with you and members of the Committee
as this process progresses.

6. More than ever, consumers are seeking to buy healthier products free from harmful

chemicals associated with health risks. Meat manufacturers have taken advantage of this
with claims like “uncured” and “no nitrates or nitrites added,” which make processed
meat appear healthier. Unfortunately, these claims are misleading: these products are
cured with nitrite, and they are no healthier than other processed meat. The only
difference is the source of the nitrite: “Uncured” bacon is preserved using nitrite
processed from celery or beets, and “cured” bacon is preserved using man-made sodium
nitrite. Testing by Consumer Reports has also shown nitrates and nitrites, which have
been linked to cancer, are found in processed meats labeled “Uncured” or “No Nitrates or
Nitrites Added” at similar levels to those prepared with synthetic curing agents such as
sodium nitrite. Not only has USDA allowed these misleading “no nitrites” statements to
be placed on processed meat — it actually requires them, thanks to an outdated regulation
that presumes meat can only be cured using synthetic nitrite. The USDA has adapted
these rules slightly by requiring a small asterisk suggesting that “naturally occurring”
nitrites may be present, but few consumers see or understand this disclaimer. Center for
Science in the Public Interest and Consumer Reports petitioned USDA in 2019 to update
its rules to eliminate these misleading statements and require “Nitrates or Nitrites
Added,” disclosures on all processed meat where nitrites were used. USDA “granted”
that petition in December 2020. But the regulations haven’t changed. A regulation now
pending at OMB purports to amend the labeling requirements for processed meat, but it is
not clear this regulation will remove these misleading “no nitrites” statements, or require
consumers to be warned that nitrites have been added.

a. If confirmed, will you commit that misleading “no nitrites” statements will be
removed from processed meat labels, and that a disclosure “Nitrates or Nitrites
Added” will be required wherever a source of these chemicals is used?

As stated in the Unified Regulatory Agenda, FSIS plans to propose to amend its labeling
requirements for processed meat and poultry products to establish new definitions for "Cured"
and "Uncured." USDA is responsible for verifying that the labels of products under our
jurisdiction are truthful and not misleading, and should I be confirmed, I commit to ensuring
labels do not allow any misleading claims concerning nitrites or nitrates on product labels. FSIS
policies must continue to promote consumer access to information they need to make informed
decisions about the products they serve their families.

9
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Wpyoduct Labeling: Use of the Animal Raising Claims in the Labeling of Meat and Poultry Products, 73 Fed. Reg.
60228, 60229 (Oct. 10,2008).

27US. Code § 1907.

3 Kimberly Kindy, Downed Pigs are Turned Into Pork Products. A New Lawsuit Seeks to Stop That., Wash. Post
(Feb. 6,2020), https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/downed-pigs-are-turned-into-pork-products-a-new-lawsuit-
seeks-to-stop-that/2020/02/06/3f8302ea-46¢8-11ea-bc78-8al 8f7afcee7_story.html (An estimated one million downed
pigs arrive at meat processing plants annually, and there is no way for consumers to determine whether the meat they
eat is from a downed pig. “The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that pork containing pathogens
leads to about 525,000 infections, 2,900 hospitalizations and 82 deaths [in humans] annually. The USDA’s Office of
Inspector General has issued numerous reports over the past decade criticizing the agency for its failure to stop the
inhumane treatment of pigs in pork plants.”).

Senator Ben Ray Lujan

1. The American farmer population is dwindling while the global human consumption
demand continues to rise. American farmers and American consumers are struggling to
stay connected, especially with current beef labeling standards, which allow foreign meat
that is processed in the U.S. to use the “Product of USA” label. This is misleading and
confusing for consumers, while hurting American farmers and ranchers. Secretary
Vilsack and other USDA officials have announced a review of the labeling standards to
fix this “loop hole” and create a more accurate set of standards. Dr. Esteban, do you
believe that the current labeling standards for the “Product of USA” label for beef is
misleading and should be corrected to only be applied to products that come from beef
that is born, raised and processed in the United States?

It is important that food product labels provide accurate information so that consumers can make
informed purchasing decisions. USDA recognizes that the Product of USA label that can be
applied to beef and pork products may be confusing to consumers. Secretary Vilsack has
committed to clarifying the definition for this label through rulemaking by the end of this year.
FSIS is in the process of completing a comprehensive review of the label, which will guide the
planned rulemaking. I am committed to working with FSIS to ensure this work continues. 1look
forward to working with you and members of the Committee as this process progresses.

Senator Reverend Raphael Warnock

Congratulations on your confirmation, Dr. Esteban. Georgia is a national leader in poultry
production, so if confirmed, I look forward to working with you to support our poultry growers
and Georgia’s consumers. Ensuring the safety of our nation’s food supply is critical.

1. Ibelieve that food safety regulations must be based in science to be effective and best
protect consumers.
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a. How did FSIS utilize data and scientific information to determine that the agency
should declare Salmonella as an adulterant in breaded and stuffed raw chicken
products?

There have been at least 14 outbreaks attributed to these products, with the most recent one being
in 2021. Even after significant improved handling instructions through labeling, consumers are
not cooking this raw commodity properly. Declaring Salmonella an adulterant at a very low level
increases public health protection while providing specific direction on how this product can be
produced safely. If confirmed, I commit that policy and regulatory decisions will be made based
on the latest available science and data. The decisions that we make on food safety must be based
on the latest scientific information so that all stakeholders, from establishments to consumers,
can have confidence in our policies.

b. How will FSIS utilize data and science to develop the Salmonella framework
expected to be published in the coming weeks?

FSIS has reviewed the relevant scientific literature, consulted with experts, convened roundtables
with industry and consumer groups, and have active sampling projects collecting data that will
support our ultimate strategy. The data gathering and exchange of information will continue to
be a transparent and open process. If confirmed, you have my commitment that this effort will be
supported by scientific data, including a peer-reviewed risk assessment, and that stakeholders
will have an opportunity to provide comments on the framework.

c. What effects does FSIS anticipate the declaration of Salmornella as an adulterant
in breaded and stuffed raw chicken products will have on consumers, public
health, and the companies producing these products?

FSIS expects a positive public health impact, as was found in Canada when it adopted a new
policy towards these products, FSIS also expects industry to capitalize on new laboratory
detection and quantification technology that is available to ensure that this is a safe product.

2. Regarding line speeds in poultry processing, I understand the necessary balance between
worker safety and processing modernization.
a. How might the revocation of line speed waivers affect chicken product
availability, consumer prices, poultry growers, and bird welfare?

As Chief Scientist, I have not been involved in recent plans related te FSIS® action related to line
speeds. However, I recognize this is an important issue and one that will require my attention
should I be confirmed. I will prioritize getting fully briefed on all aspects of issues related to
poultry line speeds and how USDA is responding.

With insight gained through study, I am confident that we can balance food safety, worker
safety, and company viability without compromise. We must strike that balance and achieve ali

three if we are to maintain our status as having one of the best food safety systems in the world.

11
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b. Given that FSIS’s statutory mandate centers on food safety, and that a separate
federal agency is responsible for workplace safety, do you believe FSIS have the
necessary internal expertise to conduct a worker safety study related to line
speeds? How will this study inform future rulemaking?

As noted above, as Chief Scientist, I have not been involved in recent plans related to FSIS’
action related to line speeds. However, 1 am committed to being fully briefed on this issue if
confirmed.

Senator Joni Ernst
1. What do you see as some of the biggest potential safety concerns in our food supply chain?

Our biggest potential safety concern in the meat and poultry supply is the fact that pathogens are
constantly evolving, and we are dealing with new strains and types of bacteria and viruses that
are often more virulent.

While this is not a food safety issue per se, foreign animal diseases, such as hog cholera and
avian flu, are infecting our national herds and flocks. We need to work closely with and
collaboratively across agencies, such as the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and the
Agricultural Research Service so that these diseases do not result in significant reductions in
meat and poultry supplies, losses to producers, and higher prices to consumers. If confirmed, I
am committed to working closely with other agencies to address evolving concerns and
challenges facing our food supply chain.

2. How do we incentivize graduates to pursue careers in food safety to address the current
shortage of inspectors facing our food processing facilities?

Ensuring FSIS has a workforce to meet the needs of processing facilities is important and the
agency currently offers competitive monetary recruitment and retention incentives to attract
highly qualified professionals to its workforce and retain them.

The mix of food inspectors (FI), consumer safety investigators (CSI), and public health
veterinarians (PHV) that compose FSIS field operations requires a wide range of training,
however this is not the case for all positions. As Chief Scientist, this is not an area in which [
have been deeply engaged, however, if confirmed, I am committed to being brought up to speed
on FSIS workforce challenges and strategies in place to hire and retain qualified employees, as
well as exploring ways to expand efforts to attract, incentivize, and retain employees, including
training and career development.

Senator Tommy Tuberville

1. Food production is under constant scrutiny which is enhanced by misleading marketing
techniques. It is crucial we do not overregulate the industry to ensure a smooth flow of
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products from farm to fork. Will you commit to supporting transparency while also
helping promote commonsense legislation to maintain a safe and bountiful food supply?

I believe it is important for consumers to have accurate information so they can make informed
decisions about the food they purchase. One of FSIS’s responsibilities is to ensure that labeling is
not misleading, and I take that role very seriously. Additionally, FSIS endeavors to be as
transparent as possible in developing new policies and rules. If confirmed, 1 am committed to
working with all stakeholders in a transparent manner and working with you to ensure a safe
food supply for all consumers.

2. Please detail your vision, if confirmed as Under Secretary, to continue progress toward
FSIS’ strategic goal of “modernizing inspections systems, policies and the use of
scientific approaches.” I am particularly interested in Goal 2.1.1 to “modernize scientific
techniques and inspection procedures.”

My vision is to incorporate into our policies and regulations a flexible framework that allows and
encourages the implementation of new technologies as they become available. Adjusting our
regulatory framework to reflect new scientific approaches enables us to incorporate a truly
preventive approach into our policies and to develop modernized inspection systems.

3. Iam sure you are aware of the recent modification of poultry line speed waivers and the
new data submission requirements for waiver holders. Please detail steps the agency will
take, under your leadership, to protect sensitive data collected pursuant to these
modifications, especially data subject to HIPAA protection.

In my role as the Chief Scientist, I have not been involved in the development of the FSIS’ plans
for waiver holders, however I am aware of USDA’s recent announcement on modifying poultry
line speed waivers and the plan to study the effects of increased line speeds on worker safety. If
confirmed, I will investigate the issues that you have raised and work to ensure sensitive data is
appropriately protected.

13
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Nomination Hearing: September 22, 2022
Mpr. Vincent Garfield Logan, of New York,

to be a Member of the Farm Credit Administration Board, Farm Credit Administration

1.

1.

Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow

If you are confirmed, I look forward to working with you. If confirmed, do you agree,
without reservation, to:

a. Promptly reply to any request for information from me or any duly constituted
committee of the Congress and provide the requested information?

I will.

b. Respond to my requests for data and technical assistance in informing or drafting
legislation or implementation of the law?

I will.

¢. Notify me or my staff in advance of any public announcement of any major changes
made by you or within the Department of Agriculture during your tenure?

During my tenure at the Farm Credit Administration, I will notify, in advance,
you and your staff of any major changes at the agency.

Ranking Member John Boozman

Much of your career has been in financial investment advising. How do you see yourself
recalibrating your experience to serve the constituency of the Farm Credit
Administration? What is your experience with agricultural credit issues?

Years in corporate finance gave me a thorough understanding of the complexities of
credit, both as lender and borrower. Additionally, because of my second career as a
professional investor, I know what investors seek in deploying capital to the bond
market. Therefore, I am well aware of the challenges borrowers face in a rising rate
environment and also the challenges of debt. System bonds provide the lifeblood for
the Farm Credit System to serve its critical mission to provide for the credit needs
of America’s farmers and ranchers. If I am confirmed, I will use this unique
perspective to serve Farm Credit Administration constituents. Further, in my
current position serving Native American farmers and ranchers, I know how
difficult borrowing can be, particularly with young, beginning, and small farmers
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and ranchers. If I am confirmed, I will commit myself to serving the credit needs of
America’s farmers and ranchers, which the Farm Credit System was created to
serve.

Crop insurance is a critical tool to producers in Arkansas and for producers around the
country. This tool is also very important for the entities who finance them. What thoughts
do you have about risk management and how should the Farm Credit Administration look
at these tools as you consider the forecast for the agricultural economy?

Please know that I understand bow critical the farm safety net—particularly crop
insurance—is to farmers, ranchers, and their lenders. Without these programs, the
difficult business of providing affordable credit to creditworthy farmers and
ranchers would be even more difficult, and rural communities would suffer. Crop
insurance is a valuable risk management tool, which Farm Credit institutions
consider when making credit decisions. Utilizing available risk management tools
and having access to affordable capital through the Farm Credit System help
America’s farmers and ranchers continue to provide the country’s food and fiber
during good and bad times.

The Farm Credit Administration has been promulgating multiple regulations in recent
months. If confirmed, what will be your plan to quickly understand what the FCA is
doing and how will you work to better understand the impacts of these regulations? Will
you commit to working with this Committee on regulations that have a substantial impact
on farmers and ranchers?

If I am confirmed, one of my first priorities will be to review the agency’s unified
agenda and get briefings on all the proposed rules under development. Having
worked for the Departments of Justice and the Interior, I understand the
rulemaking process. And I know that rulemaking can be an arduous and lengthy
process. In general, I believe regulations should be in line with congressional intent
and be minimally intrusive and not overly burdensome. I commit to working with
the committee as we consider future rules.

Senator Sherrod Brown

Mr. Logan, it was nice to have the opportunity to talk with you in person in my office
back in July.

As you know, the median age of farmers is older than the national median and only
getting older. Recognizing food security is national security, this is a trend we need to
address and do everything we can to make it easier for young and beginning famers to be
successful.
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The Farm Credit System has made some progress in recent years serving young,
beginning, and small farmers (YBS) and those producers marketing into local and
regional food systems. We can and should do more.

Do you have any thoughts on how you might be able to use your position on the Farm
Credit Administration board to build upon that progress and better serve and support
young, beginning, and small farmers and those selling into local markets if you are
confirmed?

I appreciated the chance to speak with you as well and look forward to meeting with
you again. I am very supportive of the Farm Credit System’s mission to serve the
credit needs of eligible, creditworthy young, beginning, and small (YBS) farmers
and ranchers. Each Farm Credit direct-lending institution must have a plan and
program that markets to, and serves the credit needs of, YBS borrowers in their
respective territories. If I am confirmed, one of my first priorities as a board
member will be to learn more about the individual pregrams of various Farm
Credit System institutions across the country. I will work with the other members of
the board to consider any future changes.

Mr. Logan, one related area I would like to also bring up is Farm Credit System lending
to socially disadvantaged farmers, primarily producers of color.

We don’t know how FCS is doing in this regard, as FCS has said they legally can't even
collect the data, much less do anything proactive to improve their Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion (DEI) lending, because federal rules prohibit it.

Do you have any thoughts on how you might use your position on the Farm Credit
Administration board to address this issue to ensure the Farm Credit System is serving all
of agriculture regardless of race, gender, or geography if you are confirmed?

You have identified what I consider to be the key to ensuring that Farm Credit
serves its mission to agricultural borrowers: that is serving the credit needs of “all”
eligible farmers and ranchers. It is the objective of Congress that the Farm Credit
System, “be responsive to the credit needs of all types of agricultural producers
having a basis for credit...” As a Native American, I know all too well the
difficulties minorities and the underserved have obtaining credit. I commit that, if I
am confirmed, I will work to ensure that “all” creditworthy agricultural producers
have equal access to the services of the Farm Credit System.

Senator Tina Smith

In rural places across the country, there is tremendous need for new investments in
healthcare, childcare, senior living, affordable housing and workforce housing, fire and
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police stations as well as other community serving infrastructure. Farm credit institutions
are interested in playing a larger role in financing these types of rural community
facilities. Will you report back to this committee with specific recommendations on how
the Farm Credit Agency can help increase opportunities for Farm Credit institutions to
assist with critical infrastructure investments?

In my current position with the Native American Agriculture Fund, I am acutely
aware of the needs of underserved and socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers
and their communities. I am particularly aware of the need for essential community
facilities. The Farm Credit System, America’s oldest government-sponsored
enterprise, has a responsibility to serve creditworthy borrowers in these
communities. The Farm Credit System has limited investment authorities that may
be used to purchase bonds in essential rural community facilities—primarily
healthcare and assisted-living facilities. If I am confirmed to a position on the Farm
Credit Administration board, I look forward to learning more about these
investments and the Farm Credit System’s authorities in this area. And I’d be
happy to work with you to see how this program may be improved or expanded.

Senator Joni Ernst

If confirmed to the Board, I would encourage you to collaborate closely with Mr. Glen
Smith, an Iowa farmer and friend. As we work to get more young families to move to
rural America, it is my understanding that there is a final rule coming in November to
advance Young, Beginning, and Small Farmer programs in the Farm Credit System.

a. Should you be confirmed, what will you do to advance efforts to support Young,
Beginning, and Small Farmers?

I am very supportive of the Farm Credit System’s mission to serve the credit
needs of eligible, creditworthy young, beginning, and small (YBS) farmers
and ranchers. Each Farm Credit System direct-lending institution must have
a plan and program that markets to, and serves the credit needs of, YBS
borrowers in their respective territories. If I am confirmed, one of my first
priorities as a board member will be to learn more about the individual
programs of various Farm Credit System institutions across the country. I
will work with the other members of the board to consider any future
changes.

b. Do you feel like financial institutions, like farm credit, could do more to support
rural America?

Farm Credit’s primary mission is to serve farmers’ and ranchers’ long- and
short-term credit needs and the financing needs of agricultural cooperatives.
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Farm Credit lends to rural electric, telephone, and other related cooperative
service providers. Farm Credit also has limited investment authorities that
may be used to purchase bonds in essential rural community facilities,
primarily healthcare and assisted-living facilities. If I am confirmed, I plan to
learn more about these investment authorities to determine how they can be
improved or streamlined. I would be happy to meet with you and your staff
to discuss ideas on how Farm Credit can better serve the needs of rural
communities.

Senator Charles Grassley

The average age of a farmer in Towa is 58, and roughly four times more farmers are older
than age 65 than under age 35. There is growing concern, and rightly so, that foreign
investments in farmland are making it harder for new and beginning farmers to get their
start. There is an entire generation of young people that want to farm but are not able to
get their start. If deep-pocketed investors come in, foreign or not, it drives up prices and
makes it harder for new and beginning farmers to get started. Do you believe farm credit
service associations should make loans to foreign individuals? Do you have ideas on how
Congress or the Farm Credit Administration can help new and beginning farmers?

The Farm Credit Act of 1971, as amended, is the governing statute establishing the
Farm Credit System and its authorities. If confirmed, I pledge to abide by the law
and congressional intent regarding foreign ownership and all other issues that come
before the board. And I would be happy to meet with you or your staff te better
understand your concerns regarding foreign ownership of agricultural lands.

Regarding young, beginning, and small (YBS) farmers and ranchers. I am very
supportive of the Farm Credit System’s mission to serve their credit needs. Each
Farm Credit System direct-lending institution must have a plan and program that
markets to, and serves the credit needs of, YBS borrowers in their respective
territories. If I am confirmed, one of my first priorities as a board member will be to
learn more about the individual programs of various Farm Credit System
institutions across the country. I will work with the other members of the board to
consider any future changes.
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Nomination Hearing
September 22, 2022

Ms. Alexis Taylor, of Iowa,
to be Under Secretary of Agriculture for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs,
United States Department of Agriculture

Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow

1. If you are confirmed, I look forward to working with you. If confirmed, do you agree,
without reservation, to:

a. Promptly reply to any request for information from me or any duly constituted
committee of the Congress and provide the requested information?

Answer 1a: Yes, I will.

b. Respond to my requests for data and technical assistance in informing or drafting
legislation or implementation of the law?

Answer 1b: Yes, I will.

c. Notify me or my staff in advance of any public announcement of any major changes
made by you or within the Department of Agriculture during your tenure?

Answer 1¢: Yes, T will.

2. The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) projection for this fall and
winter projects 23 countries at either Phase 4 (emergency), at risk of famine, or Phase 3
(crisis), which is alarmingly high.

a. What are the greatest challenges in addressing global food insecurity and what are
your priorities to address these challenges within the Trade and Foreign
Agricultural Affairs mission area?

Answer 2a: Globally we are experiencing many challenges which could affect our ability to
respond to the growing and acute food insecurity crisis as an international community. As we
begin to emerge from the pandemic many of the most vulnerable nations are also experiencing
production impacts brought about by extreme weather events and production and supply
challenges. Additionally, the war in Ukraine has compounded the impact of these challenges and
added immediacy and severity to the crisis. If confirmed, I am committed to partner with the
White House, NSC, USAID, the State Department, and other Executive Branch partners,
including through whole-of-government global food security initiatives like Feed the Future, to
help effectively leverage USDA’s policy and program efforts, and to represent the overall role
that U.S. agriculture plays, in addressing short-term and longer-term global food security crisis
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response and agricultural development strategies, and in seeing that the technical expertise of
USDA can be utilized in building a-capacity for resilience in the Feed the Future countries.

As part of these efforts, we will continue to promote science-based standards in trade and reliable
agricultural data so that countries don’t impose restrictive trade policies restricting the flow of
agricultural goods.

b. Given the high levels of need, how will you work with the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) to ensure that our programs are both
effective and efficient?

Answer 2b: If confirmed, 1 will ensure that USDA and USAID continue to maintain the already
strong working relationships at every organizational level to deliver programs that are effective
and efficient. USDA is a critical partner in the whole-of-government Global Food Security
Strategy, Feed the Future. Through it, I commit to continue to closely coordinate with USAID
and many other U.S. government stakeholders.

Further, T understand that USDA and USAID also partner directly through a number of
interagency agreements leveraging the technical expertise of USDA including our scientists,
regulatory bodies, and land grant universities in building the capacities of Feed the Future
countries to be food secure. Ibelieve that it is critical that USDA and USAID coordinate
regularly on food assistance programming. Specifically, USDA invitation to USAID to provide
input into the selection of priority countries, the evaluation of proposals, and the on-ground
implementation of our food assistance programs.

Finally, USDA’s technical specialists cooperate with USAID on FEWSNET and I would seek to
continue that important work with USAID so that the important data and analyses FEWSNET
produces can help inform our collective efforts in support of global food security.

3. I continually hear from producers and consumers who are concerned about imports of
agricultural commodities being sold domestically with fraudulent “USDA Organic”
certifications. This is troubling because it undercuts the integrity of the Organic label and
disadvantages domestic organic producers. USDA is still working to address this issue as
required by the 2018 Farm bill. How will you work with AMS to stop imports of products
that are not organic, but that bear “USDA Organic” labels?

Answer 3: As an organic certifier in the state of Oregon I can attest to the importance of the
organic label for consumers and organic producers. Ensuring the integrity of the USDA organic
seal through enforcement and compliance efforts, particularly relative to organic imports, is a
critical element to supporting trade. I also share your concerns on the negative impact that
fraudulent imported organic products have on U.S. organic producers. U.S. producers of organic
processed foods rely heavily on imports of ingredients that cannot be sourced domestically. If
confirmed, I am committed to working with AMS and other appropriate officials to ensure our
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existing organic agreements are upholding the organic label and exploring whether new tools in
current or future agreements are required to maintain the high standards of the organic label in
the United States.

Ranking Member John Boozman

1. Food aid, and more importantly, in-kind U.S. food, is an important component of the
Foreign Agricultural Service’s mission. Do you commit to working closely with USAID
and your grant recipients to ensure U.S. food continues to be a predominant source of that
international assistance?

Answer 1: If confirmed, I will continue to embrace the utilization of in-kind U.S. food as the
driving force that enables the successes enjoyed by Food for Progress and the McGovern-Dole
International Food for Education and Child Nutrition Program, USDA’s cornerstone
international food assistance programs. These programs both have a long, proud history that
centers around the use of U.S. agricultural commodities to enable economic development and
provide school meals globally, and during my tenure I am committed to continue to utilize U.S.
commodities as a critical component in international assistance to build tomorrow’s trade
partners. [ will also expand upon the close working relationships USDA enjoys with its USAID
counterparts, and I will strongly advocate with my USAID colleagues for the continued
utilization of U.S. agricultural commodities in Title II programming.

2. How will you work with both the Foreign Agricultural Service and the U.S. Codex Office
jurisdiction to ensure science-based policies remain the backbone of our international
institutions, like Codex and the FAO?

Answer 2: If confirmed, I will ensure not only robust collaboration between the Foreign
Agricultural Service, the U.S. Codex Office and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO),
but across the United States government to continue championing science- and evidence-based
initiatives and policies bilaterally, regionally, and multilaterally. The world is facing
increasingly large and complex challenges, from the impact of climate change on production to
the impact of the war in Ukraine on the global food supply. It remains essential that we uphold
the core principles and values of international standard-setting bodies to ensure science-based
food safety standards are established, which are the cornerstone to ensure fair trade. By
leveraging FAS’s extensive international experience and network, and the U.S. Codex Office’s
in-depth technical knowledge and engagements, I am confident in our ability to advance science
as the necessary foundation on which to build critical outcomes beneficial to U.S. agriculture, as
well as the global agricultural community.

3. Asyou know, Canadian TRQs for U.S. dairy products under USMCA have been a
consistent point of frustration for U.S. dairy exporters who have been waiting to see the
access promised under the Agreement be fully realized. In addition to the first dispute,

-
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which the U.S. won, New Zealand has launched their own consultations on Canadian
dairy TRQs under the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) and the U.S. has launched a second set of consultations on the same
issue under USMCA. How do you plan to support the U.S. Trade Representative to
ensure the second consultations on this matter result in improved access and actual
outcomes for U.S. stakeholders? How do you intend to ensure the first ever dispute under
USMCA —and U.S. win — is not lost in a cycle of consultations and disputes?

Answer 3. If confirmed, T am committed to working with the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative to continue to press Canada on the meaningful access the U.S. secured in
USMCA and utilizing all tools available to the federal government when necessary, and
appropriate to achieve full market access benefits for all U.S. farmers, ranchers, and
producers. Canada made clear commitments to U.S. dairy producers when USMCA was
negotiated. Ensuring that Canada lives up to those commitments is fundamental to showing
that trade policy works for our agriculture sector.

4. The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) is a welcome announcement towards
regaining some of the ties lost when the U.S. exited the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP),
and yet, there remains ambiguity around how the IPEF will achieve stronger economic
ties with interested trading partners. What will you do to ensure the IPEF leads to actual
trade outcomes benefiting U.S. producers?

Answer 4: If confirmed, I will work with the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, who leads
the trade pillar of the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), to ensure U S.
agricultural trade interests are maximized in the region. The Indo-Pacific region of the world is
critical to American agriculture with 16 of the 25 largest U.S. agricultural export markets in the
fast-growing Asia-Pacific region accounting for $40 billion in U.S. agricultural exports last year.
1 am excited about the potential opportunities that IPEF may bring for U.S. producers and
exporters. If confirmed, T am interested in engaging with our agricultural community and within
the Administration to provide meaningful market access, which is vital to keeping U.S.
agricultural exports competitive, addressing non-tariff barriers our food and agricultural exports
experience today, promoting the implementation of science and risk-based agricultural policies,
and ensuring that the IPEF agreement includes enforcement mechanisms to ensure our trading
partners are living up to their commitments to the U.S. and American producers. Iam already
encouraged by the progress made at the first in-person ministerial in Los Angeles in early
September, and I hope to keep up the momentum as I join the Administration’s efforts

5. The U.S. is the leading cultivator of genetically engineered crops, and a world-leader in
agricultural biotechnology. As the world faces changing rainfall and wildfire patterns,
increased input costs, and strains on global supply chains, agricultural biotechnology
offers transformative solutions. Such technologies can increase yield, reduce land and
water use, and improve crop resilience. If confirmed, will you utilize your role to ensure
market access for U.S. agricultural biotechnology products, and to leverage U.S.
leadership in agricultural biotechnology (and related technologies, such as synthetic
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biology) to enhance export opportunities for American farmers and producers and
increase global food security?

Answer 5: Continuing to feed a growing world population in the face of significant challenges,
whether that is a changing climate’s impact on production or the war in Ukraine’s impact on the
global food supply, will continue to take innovation and technology advancements. If confirmed,
I will leverage our relationships with trading partners bilaterally and through regional and
international fora, such as the World Trade Organization and Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development, among others. Regulations in our partner countries affect not
only our ability to trade in today’s products of agricultural biotechnology, of which we exported
nearly $50 billion worth of biotech-derived corn, cotton, and soy products in 2021, but also stifle
investment in and the development of new products of these technologies. I welcome the
opportunity to engage with our trading partners to ensure we can expand the tools farmers have
at their disposal to continue to feed a growing world population and build resilience throughout
out food systems. If confirmed, I will also be responsive to and transparent with our domestic
agricultural innovators in industry, academia, government, and on farms both small and large.
They are leading the way on exciting developments that promise to contribute to the resolution
of our most pressing global problems.

Senator Sherrod Brown

1. Thank you, Ms. Taylor, for your service to this country in multiple ways. With the many
roles you’ve had over your career and your perspective growing up on a family farm, you
are in a unique position to appreciate the needs of Ohio farmers as well as the historic
impact of trade policy in this country for industrial production.

Ohio is a leading exporter of agricultural products, with exports valued at $4.5 billion in
the last year alone, led by our top commodities ~ soybeans and corn. The corn refining
industry, in particular, plays a significant role in Ohio’s economy, supporting over $467
million in total wages and more than $2 billion in total economy impact.

But, unfortunately for our farmers, a quarter of U.S. agricultural exports still go to China,
a country that imposes regulations with no transparency, cheats our trade laws, has failed
time and again to honor its trade commitments. Moreover, they continue to weaponize
agricultural imports in response to our domestic trade enforcement policy.

Our farmers deserve better than to be left to the whim of the Chinese Communist Party’s
export controls. We must diversify our trading partners for agricultural products to
provide the reliability and sustainability that our farmers need.

In your role at USDA, how will you work to diversify our agricultural exports away from
non-market economies that engage in unfair trade practices?
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Answer: The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is a large and important market, but also one
which poses significant challenges for our producers. I believe that continuing to trade with the
PRC is a stabilizing influence in the relationship, but we must be realistic about the risks and
challenges of doing business there. As we saw during the trade dispute with China having over
reliance on any single market can have unpredictable and negative impacts on our farmers and
ranchers. U.S. agriculture is among the most reliable exporters in the world, and we need equally
reliable trading partners. If confirmed, Ilook forward to engaging with our agricultural
community on priority markets and utilizing FAS’ market development programs to support
building relationships in a diverse set of markets around the world. The Administration seeks to
diversify supply chains to ensure we do not have strategic vulnerabilities, and we are also
ramping up our export promotion efforts. Now that pandemic restrictions are easing, we are
having great success with our renewed trade shows and trade missions in major markets around
the world. USDA would be happy to host Ohio producers and government leaders at these
events.

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand

1. New York State has more than 4,000 dairy farms of all sizes — making New York the
fourth largest producer of dairy in the United States. Global demand for U.S. — and New
York — dairy products continues to rise, and it’s important USDA works closely with the
USTR to remove barriers to increased trade.

Ms. Taylor, can you please discuss how you will work with USDA career staff and
technical experts as well as the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative to expand foreign
market access for America’s dairy producers?

Answer: If confirmed, I am committed to engaging with U.S. dairy producers to understand their
priority export markets and working with my colleagues at USDA and the Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative to address any barriers American agricultural exports that exist under
current agreements. Additionally, I look forward to working to promote U.S. dairy exports in
other markets and pressing for initiatives that will open or expand U.S. dairy market access
around the world.

Senator Reverend Raphael Warnock

Ms. Taylor, congratulation on your nomination. As Chair of the Subcommittee on Commodities,
Risk Management, and Trade, I held a hearing this year focused on the trade priorities of our
farmers. In this hearing, it was clear that our farmers are frustrated with a lack of leadership
within the administration on agriculture trade issues. I am thrilled that our committee is now
working to advance your nomination. Separately, 1 also hope the Senate will act to swiftly
confirm Doug McKalip to be the Chief Agriculture Negotiator within the Office of the U.S.
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Trade Representative. If confirmed, 1 look forward to working with you and Mr. McKalip on
many issues affecting Georgia’s famers.

1. Georgia’s produce industry has faced unprecedented challenges in recent years, including
a significant increase in seasonal Mexican imports.

a. If confirmed, will you commit to working with me, as well as partners at USTR,
to address this issue and find ways to better support produce growers in Georgia
and across the southeast?

Answer 1a: Ensuring that our trade policy works for U.S. producers is critical for strong rural
and urban communities across the country. If confirmed, I am committed to working with
Congress and the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative to ensure that our trade policy works
for all producers, including produce growers from Georgia.

b. What actions can USDA take to strengthen the competitiveness of Georgia’s
specialty crop producers?

Answer 1b: If confirmed, I am committed to working with the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative to find ways to address the challenges of competing with imports of seasonal
fruits and vegetables. I will also request that the staff of the USDA Foreign Agricultural Service
explore export promotion opportunities for Georgia’s specialty crop producers. I'will also
consult with my colleagues in the domestic agencies of USDA to ensure that Georgia’s specialty
crop producers are fully utilizing existing USDA programs. It is important that the U.S. continue
to promote research, innovation, and technology advancements, which work together to create
strong local and regional markets for producers, as well as help us to grow international markets.

U.S. producers set the standard for quality, safety, and sustainability in the world and if
confirmed I am committed to ensuring U.S. producers are not disadvantaged by trade barriers
and have strong and diverse export markets with meaningful access in which to compete.

2. Last June, 1led a bipartisan letter to Secretary Vilsack and Ambassador Tai that was
cosigned by 18 of my colleagues. This letter urged USDA and USTR to work together,
alongside industry stakeholders, to reduce nontariff trade barriers faced by our peanut
farmers when exporting to the European Union. Over a year later, these barriers remain.
If confirmed, will you commit to swiftly working with me, as well as industry and USTR
partners, to address these trade barriers and expand market access for our domestic
peanut industry?

Answer 2. If confirmed, 1 will work with you and your staff, other interested members of
Congress and my USDA, Food and Drug Administration, and U.S. Trade Representative
colleagues to continue existing efforts to directly engage our EU counterparts on market barriers
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related to aflatoxin testing requirements and the treatment of rejected U.S. peanut shipments. 1
recognize the importance of the EU market for U.S. peanut exporters and will prioritize
partnerships with industry to maintain and expand market access for U.S. growers. Non-tariff
bartiers are a major challenge to market access for many U.S. agricultural products in important
markets around the world, including the EU.

3. Georgia is a national leader in pecan production, and my state’s pecan growers benefit
from access to strong international markets. I remain concerned that Georgia’s pecan
sector is facing an excessively high tariff of up to 100 percent when exporting product to
India, functionally closing the market to domestic growers and shellers. If confirmed, will
you commit to working with me, as well as partners at USTR, to address this trade barrier
and expand export opportunities for Georgia-grown pecans?

Answer 3: I appreciate hearing your concern for India’s exorbitantly high tariffs and the negative
impacts it imposes on export opportunities for American producers, including Georgia pecan
growers. If confirmed, I will work with you and the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative
(USTR) to reduce the burdensome tariff. Coordinating with my Foreign Agricultural Service
and USTR colleagues, 1 will continue to raise the issue with India’s government bilaterally and
through the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework negotiations and the World Trade Organization
mechanisms. [ will also work with the U.S. pecan industry and the FAS overseas attaches on the
ground in India to increase consumer awareness of the product and expand market opportunities.

Senator John Hoeven

1. North Dakota sugarbeet farmers are experiencing steep increases in input costs while
receiving low returns, creating a serious squeeze on their bottom lines. This makes it
even more critical that the U.S. sugar program provides a strong safety net for producers.

The program was designed to help U.S. sugar farmers — not foreign importers — and
should be administered in a manner that does not lower prices received by

farmers. Decisions should be made based on supply, not price, consistent with
congressional intent in the farm bill.

Recently, the administration has imported sugar above the minimum tariff rate quota
(TRQ) required by our World Trade Organization (WTO) commitments. These increases
came at a time when the domestic market was adequately supplied according to USDA’s
own measure — with a stocks-to-use ratio between 13.5 percent and 15.5 percent.

My constituents are troubled by this trend and I share their concerns.

a) Will you commit to using USDA’s own metric, a stocks-to-use ratio between
13.5 percent and 15.5 percent, when determining if supplies are adequate?
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Answer la: If confirmed, 1 am committed to fully engaging in the management of the U.S. sugar
program and understanding the current guidelines USDA is utilizing to make program decisions.
Additionally, I am committed to transparent engagement with Congress and the sugar industry on
the management of the program and ensuring that it balances the needs of the market and
supporting our domestic sugar industry as laid out in the Farm Bill.

b) When the market is adequately supplied according to that measure, and when
no credible evidence of a shortage exists, will you reject additional imports of
foreign sugar?

Answer 1b: If confirmed, I am committed to transparent engagement with Congress on the
management of the program and ensuring that it balances the needs of the market and supporting
our domestic sugar industry as laid out in the Farm Bill.

¢) Will you ensure sugar policy is administered based on Farm Bill requirements
and WTO obligations?

Answer 1c: If confirmed, T am committed to managing the U.S. sugar program to balance the
needs of the market and supporting our domestic sugar industry as laid out in the Farm Bill. T am
also committed to managing the sugar program within our existing trade commitments, including
the WTO.

2. At the end of May, the Biden administration announced the launch of the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework (IPEF).

Our farmers and ranchers understand the importance of fair market access to the Indo-
Pacific region. 1 was disappointed to see that the IPEF does not include market access
provisions, including tariff reductions, for U.S. agricultural exports.

That’s why 1 joined Senator Thune in sending a letter to Ambassador Tai and Secretary
Vilsack raising concerns about the lack of these commitments.

Will you commit to advocate for America’s farmers and ranchers by ensuring any trade
agreement includes clear market access provisions for U.S. agricultural exports?

Answer 2: The Indo-Pacific region of the world is critical to American agriculture with 16 of the
25 largest U.S. agricultural export markets in the Asia-Pacific region, including some of the
fastest growing markets in Southeast Asia. I am excited about the potential opportunities that
IPEF may bring for our producers and exporters. If confirmed, I am interested in engaging with
our agricultural community and within the administration to provide meaningful market access
which is vital to keeping U.S. agricultural exports competitive, addressing non-tariff barriers our
food and agricultural exports experience today, implementation of science and risk-based
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agricultural policies, and ensuring that IPEF have enforcement mechanisms to ensure our trading
partners are living up to their commitments to the U.S. farmers, ranchers, and producers.

Senator Tommy Tuberville

1. What gaps in U.S. agricultural trade policy are you aware of that threaten the industry’s
success and plan to prioritize if confirmed?

Answer: I believe that ensuring globally that science-based, rules-based regulatory processes and
polices are being used and followed in a transparent and predictable way is paramount for our
agricultural sector across the global. If confirmed, I am committed to working with Congress and
the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative on addressing non-tariff barriers which prevent
American producers from achieving meaningful market access in priority regions, where demand
for U.S. food and agricultural products is exponentially increasing.

Senator Charles Grassley

1. As Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, I helped to shepherd through a Free-
Trade Agreement between the U.S., Mexico, and Canada called USMCA. The agreement
helped America’s farmers, manufacturers, workers, and consumers. And I am proud that
it passed the Senate with 89 votes. We need to keep moving forward in expanding export
markets for our agricultural products. Do you think the passage of USMCA was a good
thing? Did Oregon and lowa producers see the benefits from its passage? Would you
support other free-trade agreements modeled after USMCA in other parts of the world
like the Indo-Pacific, United Kingdom, and Kenya?

Answer: If confirmed, I will support the enforcement of USMCA. This includes ensuring that
Mexico follows a transparent and science-based approach in its treatment of products of
agricultural biotechnology and that needed solutions to address restrictive Canadian dairy
allocation measures are placed front and center in USMCA dispute settlement efforts. Since the
passage of USMCA, our exports to Mexico and Canada have increased, on average, over 20
percent, benefitting soybean and wheat farmers in lowa and Oregon. I will work closely with the
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative on a number of collaborative endeavors in expanding the
global footprint for American producers. This includes identifying non-tariff agricultural trade
barriers that we can address through existing fora, like the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, to
continue to yield valuable opportunities like full access for U.S. potatoes to Mexico and an
agreement with Japan to increase the beef safeguard trigger level under the U.S.- Japan Trade
Agreement. Iwill also work to open new trade opportunities for U.S. farmers using USDA trade
promotion tools, such as agribusiness trade missions and international trade shows.
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