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NOMINATION OF
GEORGE “SONNY” PERDUE
TO BE SECRETARY OF

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Thursday, March 23, 2017

UNITED STATES SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY,
Washington, DC

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:01 a.m., in room
325, Russell Senate Office Building, Hon. Pat Roberts, Chairman
of the Committee, presiding.

Present: Senators Roberts, Cochran, Boozman, Hoeven, Ernst,
Grassley, Thune, Daines, Perdue, Strange, Stabenow, Leahy,
Brown, Klobuchar, Bennet, Gillibrand, Donnelly, Heitkamp, Casey,
and Van Hollen.

STATEMENT OF HON. PAT ROBERTS, U.S. SENATOR FROM THE
STATE OF KANSAS, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON AGRI-
CULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

Chairman ROBERTS. Good morning, members of the Committee,
I call this meeting of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry to order.

This morning, we welcome Governor Sonny Perdue, the Presi-
dent’s nominee for U.S. Secretary of Agriculture.

Members of this Committee have great appreciation for the farm-
ers, ranchers, consumers, and other stakeholders that are directly
affected by decisions made by the Secretary. The Department of
Agriculture is made up of 29 agencies and offices. It employs nearly
100,000 men and women that work in all 50 states and all around
the globe. The Department provides leadership on food, agriculture,
natural resources, rural development, nutrition, scientific research,
and related issues that impact Americans virtually every day.

Throughout our Nation’s history, our farmers, ranchers, and
folks in rural America have survived drought, disease, floods, tor-
nadoes, and lately—yes, lately—prairie fires in Kansas and what-
ever else Mother Nature throws at them.

Year after year, they produce the safest, most abundant, and af-
fordable food and fiber supply in the world; however, today, grow-
ers from across the country are facing tough economic times with
multiple years of low prices.

These same producers need a strong market for their goods. Dur-
ing this critical time, the importance of trade for agriculture, our
agriculture industry, cannot be overstated.

If that was not enough, over the last previous years, farmers and
ranchers and rural businesses have been burdened by regulations
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from agencies all across the Federal Government. I have heard
time and time again, as well as many members of this Committee,
about the costly and hard-to-understand regulations that endanger
the ability of our producers to simply stay in business. This Com-
mittee will continue its efforts to make government a partner in
their success, not an adversary.

This Committee has a lot of work to do over the next 2 years,
including the reauthorization of the Farm Bill. We intend to do
that work in the bipartisan fashion that has served us so well in
the past. In this respect, I want to personally thank the distin-
guished Ranking Member and former Chairperson of this Com-
mittee, the Senator from Michigan.

Now more than ever, agriculture needs a voice and advocate at
the highest levels of government, and Governor Perdue has been
nominated to serve in exactly that role. He is from Georgia and has
spent his entire life in and around agriculture. The Governor was
raised on a farm and was a practicing veterinarian before return-
ing to his home county to work in the grain business. He was elect-
ed to serve in local and state government, including two terms as
Governor of Georgia. While serving farmers throughout the South-
east, he gained firsthand experience with the complexity of trans-
portation and the global commodities market.

Governor, the Senate’s role of advice and consent is an important
responsibility, and today is a key step in that process. We look for-
ward to hearing your testimony and to asking you questions about
how you view the role of Agriculture Secretary, should you be con-
firmed.

In addition to the Governor, I would also like to welcome and
recognize his wife, Mary, his 4 children and their spouses, and his
14 grandchildren. The Governor is also joined by so many of his
friends and former staff from Georgia, we cannot count them. We
welcome you all to the Committee.

I am especially glad to have our former Ag Committee Chairman
and Senator from Georgia, the Honorable Saxby Chambliss; and
Georgia Congressman David Scott, who serves on the House Agri-
culture Committee—pardon me—the sometimes powerful House
Agriculture Committee—with us to provide introductions of our
nominee. I see Congressman Sanford Bishop here in the audience
to support the nominee as well. Sanford, it is good to see you again.

But before we hear from Senator Chambliss and Congressman
Scott, I want to turn things over to Senator Stabenow for any re-
marks that the distinguished Ranking Member would like to make.

STATEMENT OF HON. DEBBIE STABENOW, U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN

Senator STABENOW. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
It is great to be with you today as we are moving forward on this
very important position, welcome Governor Perdue. It is pretty im-
pressive to see your beautiful grandchildren, as well as children
and family members. We know that you are a proud grandpa and
we are happy to have you all here today.

To my friend, Senator Chambliss, we have worked on a lot of
Farm Bills together and worked well. Thank you for your service
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as Chair and as somebody advocating for Georgia and all States in
the interest in agriculture. It is great to see you.

Representative Scott, welcome to you as well. We have a lot of
work to do together with our colleagues in the House to be able to
get the next Farm Bill done. We look forward to doing that.

It is clear that agriculture and rural America need to have a seat
at the table. It is clear that we need to make sure that is hap-
pening with this administration.

Looking back at our history, our Presidents knew that farmers
were the foundation of the country. That is why President Lincoln
created the USDA and called it the “people’s department,” because
he understood that agriculture is a cornerstone of our economy,
and that the Department had a special relationship with the people
it served. America’s farmers and ranchers grow the safest, most af-
fordable food supply in the world, and we should be very proud of
that. I always say that food security is national security because
having a food-secure nation makes our country safe.

Our food and agriculture sector also supports 16 million Amer-
ican jobs. It is USDA’s job to ensure we can continue to make
things and grow things in every state, and that means celebrating
the diversity of American agriculture as well.

Michigan is the second most diverse agriculture state in the
country, and it is important that USDA is a voice for Michigan
farmers, as well as Kansas, Georgia, and all the farmers across our
country. Large and small, conventional and organic, those who sell
overseas, those who sell to their neighbors—we need a voice for all
of our farmers.

The Agriculture Secretary will need to look past regional divides
and partisan pressures to support all farmers, all families, and all
rural communities. Right now we need an advocate to stand up for
them with this administration. USDA not only helps a farmer
weather storms, it also saves communities from wildfires in the
West, helps to make lakes and rivers safe for families to enjoy, and
ensures children have the healthy food they need to learn and grow
to be healthy adults.

Rural America is the economic backbone of our country, and it
is true that too many rural towns are still struggling to recover
from the Great Recession. Over the past 8 years, USDA has made
targeted investments in rural economies, and now we are begin-
ning to see these communities on the road to recovery. But we need
to make sure that these important investments continue so we can
keep moving forward.

Unfortunately, during the first 2 months of the new administra-
tion, it is clear that rural America has been an afterthought. Even
before President Trump took office, he sent a message by waiting
until the last minute to name his pick for Agriculture Secretary.

Last week’s budget proposal has also made it clear that rural
America is not a top priority for this administration. The proposal
cuts USDA funding by 21 percent, the third largest cut to any fed-
eral agency.

In addition to eliminating critical rural development and inter-
national food aid programs, the administration has put a target on
hundreds of critical programs that go through the appropriations
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process. In fact, under the budget, important resources for farmers
and families are facing cuts averaging 33 percent.

We need a Secretary of Agriculture who will advocate for the im-
por’fiant services USDA provides and rural families and farmers
need.

We need a strong voice to insist that the President listen to the
500 groups that are saying that agriculture, conservation, food as-
sistance, and other Farm Bill programs should not be cut further
after agreeing to a $23 billion cut in the last Farm Bill.

We also need someone who will partner closely with Congress,
especially as we put together the next Farm Bill and look at other
key issues like immigration and trade that have a tremendous im-
pact on farmers and rural communities.

In the 2014 Farm Bill, we made bipartisan reforms that saved
taxpayers billions and protected the integrity of the farm and fam-
ily safety net.

The Congressional Budget Office recently estimated that the cur-
rent Farm Bill would save $80 billion more than initially projected
in the next 10 years, largely driven by crop insurance costs going
down and reduced spending on food assistance, as the economy has
improved.

In this Congress, we will be working hard to move another bipar-
tisan Farm Bill. I am excited for this challenge, Mr. Chairman.
With the USDA leadership and with all of our stakeholders, I know
that we can get it done. We have worked together before on a com-
prehensive bill. We will do it again for the communities that we
represent and for the entire country.

Especially during these times of low prices for agriculture and
uncertainty around the budget, trade, and immigration, we need
the next Secretary to be an unapologetic advocate for all of rural
America. We need someone who will be tenacious, much like a
Georgia bulldog.

Governor Perdue, we need a champion—and I know you know
that—right now more than ever. Today, I look forward to learning
more about your views and qualifications to lead one of the most
important Departments in our Federal Government.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman ROBERTS. I thank the Senator from Michigan.

It is my privilege and pleasure now to recognize the distin-
guished former member of this Committee and Chairman of this
Committee, our colleague, our friend, the Honorable Saxby Cham-
bliss.

STATEMENT OF HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS, FORMER U.S.
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA

Senator CHAMBLISS. Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Stabenow,
distinguished members of the Committee, I am truly honored to be
before you today, and I am humbled to be on this side of the dais
but glad to be on this side for a number of reasons. But I am par-
ticularly pleased and honored to be here today to introduce my
good friend, Governor George Ervin “Sonny” Perdue, who is Presi-
dent Trump’s nominee to be the next Secretary of Agriculture.

You know, I spent 12 of the best years of my life right here, and
when people ask do I miss the Senate, I am very quick to respond
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that what I miss are the good friends that I made over my 20 years
in Congress, and members of this Committee are right at the top
of the list of those best friends, and it is on both sides of the aisle.
So I truly am pleased to be here.

When I was sworn in as a new Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives in January of 1995, I was given the next-to-the-last
seat on the Committee on Agriculture, which was made up of more
than 50 Members. The Chairman of that Committee was the gen-
tleman from Kansas, Mr. Roberts. Now, Mr. Chairman, you are
probably the only person in the history of our country to chair both
Committees, and I am going to steal your phrase, because I have
heard you say it so often, that the “Sometimes Powerful Ag Com-
mittee,” but you are to be congratulated for having the honor of
chairing both Committees.

Governor Sonny Perdue is no stranger to agriculture. Sonny grew
up on a farm in Houston County, Georgia, graduated from the vet-
erinary school at the University of Georgia, and after a tour in the
Air Force, returned to Houston County to be actively engaged in
row-crop farming as well as in the operation of a very successful
grain elevator business.

When I was elected to Congress, Sonny was a constituent of mine
and was by that time in his life a member of the Georgia State
Senate. Now, Houston County is the home of Robins Air Force. So
Sonny and I shared the interest of defense as well as agriculture
in our respective positions, and we began a dialogue that has lasted
to this day.

In 2002, Sonny decided to run for Governor of Georgia, and I de-
cided to run for the United States Senate, and needless to say, we
spent many hours campaigning over the next year prior to that
election. When you eat a lot of fried chicken and a lot of barbecue
and ride a bus with somebody for a long period of time, you get to
know them, and I got to know Sonny well.

That November, Sonny was elected as the first Republican gov-
ernor in our state in 130 years. Sonny has been a leader in every-
thing he has been involved in doing. As a farmer, he was a leader
in the field of agribusiness in our state. As a member of the State
Senate, he was elected by his peers to be the president pro tem of
the Senate, and as governor, he was the chairman of the Repub-
lican Governors Association.

When he was elected governor, Sonny did what good leaders do,
and that is to surround himself with good people. He went out and
found a very experienced CEO and very experienced CFO. He also
improved the state’s leadership by implementing a meritocracy in
that he went out and found the very best and most qualified people
to run every one of our state agencies, irrespective of the political
affiliation of those individuals. He committed to make Georgia the
best managed state in the Nation, and he received significant na-
tional recognition for his accomplishments.

When he was elected, the state could not produce an audit, so he
created the first state accounting office to focus on the timeliness
and usefulness of financial information. Technology and purchasing
systems at the state level were antiquated. Under Sonny’s leader-
ship, those systems were updated, and the state purchasing system
has received many awards for its efficiency and accountability. A
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new state data center was established, and much of the appro-
priate technology was outsourced in order to stay current and tech-
nologically state-of-the-art.

Now, we all know that technology at USDA today is way behind
the curve. It is inefficient, and it is not farmer-friendly. This will
be a challenge to Sonny, but I am very confident that he will be
up to that challenge.

One of Sonny’s most significant initiatives was the customer
service focus to treat citizens of our state as customers and to cre-
ate services for them that were faster, friendlier, and easier. That
initiative significantly reduced the time and improved the customer
experience in everything from getting a driver’s license to getting
a tax refund. It also produced a cultural change as state employees
bought into this initiative.

Such an effort at USDA would be a vast improvement in the re-
lationship with Washington and its largest customers at USDA—
farmers and ranchers. This kind of executive experience and lead-
ership combined with Sonny’s knowledge of USDA programs make
him ideally suited to be the next Secretary of Agriculture.

Mr. Chairman, I would urge this Committee to approve his nomi-
nation and bring his confirmation to a vote on the floor of the Sen-
ate as soon as possible, and I thank you very much.

Chairman ROBERTS. Thank you, Senator Chambliss, for an excel-
lent—an excellent statement on behalf of the Governor.

It is also my personal pleasure and privilege to introduce a mem-
ber of the House Agriculture Committee, a very valuable member,
Congressman David Scott. David, we are delighted to have you
here in the upper body.

[Laughter.]

Chairman ROBERTS. We will not go any farther with that.

Please proceed, sir.

STATEMENT OF HON. DAVID SCOTT, U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA

Mr. ScorT. Well, Chairman Roberts, thank you for that, but I do
want to make one slight correction. When you said that House Ag-
riculture was sometimes influential and powerful, may we add an
amendment to that so it will go out that the House Agriculture
Comrflittee has always been and will always be powerful and influ-
ential.

Chairman ROBERTS. I appreciate that correction. It just was only
?nle chairman that had the tenure when it was sometimes power-
ul.

[Laughter.]

Mr. ScorT. Touche, my friend. I will certainly take that in con-
sideration.

Chairman Roberts, I am greatly honored and very thankful to
have this opportunity to come and stand with my dear friend, my
longtime friend, Sonny Perdue.

I want to just take a few minutes to share with you some things
about Sonny that you need to know. My good friend, Senator Saxby
Chambliss, went into great detail to share with you his immense
qualifications, his education, the fact that he went to University of
Georgia’s veterinarian school.
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But I am here to explain to you why Sonny Perdue is, indeed,
the right person at the right time to do the absolute best job, the
talents that I have shared and have witnessed with him in coming
up through Georgia State Senate.

You see, Committee members, I was chairman of the Senate
Rules Committee in Georgia for 10 years, first African American to
get that position. My good friend, Sonny Perdue, was the president
pro tempore of the Senate. Now, I am not saying that to just shake
a bell on our credentials here, but I think that if you put that in
the context of the Georgia legislature—and I assure you that Geor-
gia legislature was one of the most exciting places to be every 40
days that went on for almost 80 days.

Now, Sonny and I had to meet every single day to work together,
to set the agenda, to determine what bills got on to the floor in the
House and the Senate, sometimes night after night, and when we
did that, we had to also sit with the Governor and the Speaker.
You talk about some fireworks; there were plenty in that Georgia
legislature.

But you get to understand a person’s temperament when you are
on the battlefield with them, their courage, their decisiveness, and
Sonny Perdue was just such a person. So on all of the major pieces
of legislation that affected every Georgian of every stripe, of every
condition, Sonny Perdue had a very integral part of that.

I want to take just a few minutes, if I may, because what is im-
portant to me is to make sure that my friend Sonny Perdue be-
comes the Secretary of Agriculture very quickly and that he comes
with his record unblemished. That is why I wanted you to know
at the outset, ladies and gentlemen, Sonny Perdue and I worked
into the midnight hours, night after night. You get to know a per-
son. He and I were like brothers, and I am grateful for that rela-
tionship.

I want to take just a minute, though, to address an issue that—
I do not know—may or may not come up, but I think I would be
derelict in my duty if I did not set the record straight on the Con-
federate battle flag business that has been in the air. I want to
make sure that when you measure Sonny Perdue on that issue as
well as all issues that you measure Sonny Perdue right.

Now, let me just give the Committee and the Nation just a pre-
view and a setting. First of all, Sonny Perdue and I came along at
a very significant time when Georgia made one of its most hysteric
moments in changing the Confederate battle flag emblem from our
State flag. It took time. It took experience. It took talent. It also
took, Committee members, God’s providence, his divine interven-
tion at a very critical need when we needed it most, and because
of leadership at that time, there were three governors. You cannot
just tell the story with just one governor. This has been an ongoing
process, and it took education. It took commitment. But the people
of Georgia, black and white, rose to that occasion.

I want to just state that the first governor that had the courage
to step forward to change that Confederate battle flag was Zell Mil-
ler, one of your former colleagues here. That took courage, and Zell
paid the price for that. But it is very important to know that it was
the white leadership in Georgia that stepped forward to lead that
fight, took great risk to do so.
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Then there was the second governor, Governor Roy Barnes, and
as I said, God puts the right people in the right place at the right
time. Governor Roy Barnes, one of the most courageous governors,
a man of sterling strength, chose to do it, and he put forward the
new flag. He too—and let me tell you something, Committee mem-
bers. Many of those senators, State senators and State representa-
tives, when they stood up to vote for that, many knew that they
were not coming back because they were defeated. We have to
measure people correctly, and they built on the foundation that
each one laid.

Then came Sonny Perdue. The flag issue was in his lap. It was
on everybody’s mind. So when you judge a person, you have to
judge them based upon the circumstances that he was placed in.
Sonny Perdue, let it be known that when he was elected governor,
he put forward a referendum. It was a tremendous campaign. Gov-
ernor Roy Barnes lost the governorship for that. Many members of
the House and the Senate lost their positions for that, and they de-
serve to be pointed out, respected for that. They paid the price, and
when it came time and Sonny was elected, he promised a ref-
erendum, because the people of Georgia, it was their decision to
make.

But you talk about brilliance, you talk about achievement in a
tough area; Sonny Perdue negotiated the compromise and put to-
gether the referendum and gave the people a choice. He put Gov-
ernor Barnes’ flag there, which had a small emblem of the Confed-
erate battle flag on there, and then Governor Sonny Perdue did a
tremendously smart thing. He got an agreement on another flag
that did not have the battle flag emblem on it, and he put that flag
there with Georgia State seal, and he said, “People of Georgia,
choose which one.” You know what, Mr. Chairman and Committee
members? The people of Georgia chose the one flag that Sonny
Perdue provided the leadership, that did not have the small Con-
federate flag that Roy Barnes had.

We did not get to that point easily, but it was a great moment
for the white and black people of Georgia. It could not have hap-
pened if we did not have a person with the level-headedness, with
the brilliance and the tactical maneuvering, the willingness to sit
and bring together Democrats, Republicans, urban, and rural to-
gether to solve that and let the people solve it.

I often refer to that experience, Chairman and Committee mem-
bers. I call to your reference three people. God chose three people
to get us to the Promised Land; Jacob, which was our Zell Miller,
because Zell Miller had to go up and wrestle with this issue. Then
came our Moses, Roy Barnes, who provided the leadership right to
it, but then we had our Joshua that got us on across the Jordan
River.

With that, Mr. Chairman, I urge you with all speed and urgency
to please confirm my good friend, a great Georgian and a good
American, a great American, who will make one of the best Secre-
taries of Agriculture this Nation has had, Sonny Perdue.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Chairman ROBERTS. Congressman, thank you for that very in-
spiring endorsement. I think every member here, if they would like
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to be endorsed for anything, would welcome you to do that. That
was very special, and I appreciate it very much.

Governor?

Senator PERDUE. Mr. Chairman?

Chairman ROBERTS. Oh, I am sorry. Oh, pardon me.

Senator Perdue would like to have the opportunity to endorse
Governor Perdue.

Senator PERDUE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I promise to be
brief. As it has been stated——

Chairman ROBERTS. You take all the time you want. You were
waving your arms, and I could not see you over there.

STATEMENT OF HON. DAVID PERDUE, U.S. SENATOR FROM
THE STATE OF GEORGIA

Senator PERDUE. I just want to make a brief statement. As it has
been stated, Governor Perdue and I are first cousins. We grew up
together. We have a strong family. It is an extended family. I've
known this man all of my life, and I can think of no one in the
United States more qualified to be the next Secretary of Agri-
culture.

In Joshua it calls us to be strong and courageous. I know this
man to be both strong and courageous. Today, he is going to an-
swer all our questions, and the only thing I can say to him is, good
luck, Cuz.

[Laughter.]

Chairman ROBERTS. Governor Perdue, would you please rise and
raise your right hand, please, sir. First, do you swear that the testi-
mony you are about to present is the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. PERDUE. I do.

Chairman ROBERTS. Second, do you agree that if confirmed, you
will appear before any duly constituted committee of Congress if
asked to appear?

Mr. PERDUE. Yes, sir, I will.

Chairman ROBERTS. Thank you. Please proceed now with your
testimony, Governor.

TESTIMONY OF HON. GEORGE “SONNY” PERDUE, NOMINEE TO
BE SECRETARY, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Good morning, Chair-
man Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow and distinguished
members of the Committee. It is an honor to be with all of you here
today as the President’s nominee to serve as the Nation’s 31st Sec-
retary of Agriculture.

Before I go any further, I want to thank both of my good friends
and fellow Georgians, both Saxby Chambliss and David Scott, for
their words of encouragement and inspiration to me as well, Mr.
Chairman. I also want to thank my good friend Sanford Bishop,
Congressman Sanford Bishop, whom we served in the State Senate
together, as well for being here this morning also.

I know from visiting with many of you in your offices, there was
some anxiety over whether there would be a Secretary of Agri-
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culture nominee, and I must say with all the humility I can mus-
ter, I think the President must have saved the best for last.

[Laughter.]

Mr. PERDUE. I would like to thank each of you for making time
to meet individually with me over the last few weeks, and I hope
and trust that our meetings will not just be introductory episodes,
but an ongoing opportunity to listen and to learn from one another.
My goal today is to answer your questions transparently. You
have—and to your satisfaction, not only to earn your affirmative
vote, but your trust, and if you will afford me the opportunity, I
will carry out this awesome job with integrity, complicit with the
laws and policies that are set forth by Congress, and with the com-
passion of a golden-rule heart.

Before I get started, though, I would like to take a moment and
introduce my family members who are with me here today. I am
accompanied by my lovely wife, Mary, over my left shoulder. I had
no idea when I married her 44 years ago, she would be such a pro-
lific grandmother. As you can see, seated with Mary are our 4 chil-
dren and 14 grandchildren and who are more familiar with my
being called “Big Buddy” rather than any fancy other titles.

I am also pleased and frankly humbled, after 7 years, to have
more than 30 of my former coworkers here, who labored side by
side with me while serving the State of Georgia and its people.

Chairman ROBERTS. Governor, could you pardon this interrup-
tion. We would like for your family and your coworkers to stand,
if you would, please.

Mr. PERDUE. Please.

Chairman ROBERTS. Thank you all for being here.

[Applause.]

Mr. PERDUE. Good-looking crowd, if I say so myself.

You read my bio and pored over my personal and professional
history, but if you will indulge me today, I would like to tell you
just a little bit about myself.

As a youngster growing up on a dairy farm and a diversified row-
crop farm in the middle of Georgia, I never really fully realized the
blessings that purposeful, meaningful work would serve me as well
as they have in my life. When I was a young boy feeding the calves
and plowing the fields, I was an integral part of the workforce
there on our family’s farm. My mother was an English teacher, 42
years.

Chairman ROBERTS. Governor, if you would just cease for a mo-
ment, and we will take care of this problem.

[Pause.]

Chairman ROBERTS. Please proceed, Governor.

Mr. PERDUE. Yes, sir. Thank you.

My mother was also an English teacher for 42 years, so I bene-
fitted from her teachings as well, not just by raising me with the
beliefs that I hold dear to my heart today, but being an English
teacher, she also made sure I knew about dangling participles. It
was a great life, and I had a blessed upbringing with wonderful
memories. My favorite hobbies as a youngster were playing Little
League baseball, training bird dogs, and riding my horse, Trigger.

Even as a youngster, I was determined and goal-oriented early
on. I set my heart on becoming a veterinarian, having been influ-
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enced by Dr. Davis, a kind and gentle veterinarian who cared for
our dairy herd.

So, after high school, I enrolled at the University of Georgia,
where I walked on to play football for the University of Georgia
Bulldogs, Senator. “Play” is probably not the operative word, but
I was on the team. Realizing that my future was not on the football
field, I decided to apply myself to my studies.

As I entered veterinary school in 1967, you may remember Viet-
nam was roiling, so I signed up for an early commissioning pro-
gram, the United States Air Force. As I finished my veterinary
education in 1971, I was assigned to Columbus, Ohio, as base vet-
erinarian, whose primary responsibilities were food safety, public
health, and sanitation.

As I completed my active duty commitment, I joined a small ani-
mal veterinary practice in Raleigh, North Carolina. I soon realized,
though, even though our practice was thriving, that I missed our
farm and my former agricultural way of life. So, in 1976, Mary and
I and our two small girls moved back home where I partnered with
my brother-in-law to build a grain elevator in our home county,
which did not yet have one. Sadly, my brother-in-law and my part-
ner passed away after only 3 years at the age of 43.

So I have been in agribusiness since 1977, the founder and oper-
ator of three agribusiness and transportation firms serving farmers
across the southeastern United States. Farming and farmers have
been my life ever since. I have lived and breathed the exhilaration
of a great crop and the despair and devastation of a drought. I
have learned by experience what my father told me as a child, “If
you take care of the land, it will take care of you.”

So let us fast-forward to what you are probably more interested
in, my years as a public servant, and I want to be clear. Growing
up, I was not one of those young men, young boys who shook a
President’s hand at the age of 16 and aspired to run for office. I
was tuned into current events, but I had absolutely no interest in
elected politics. I did understand we all have civic rent, so I agreed
to chair our local planning and zoning commission. But after 10
years of that service, a State Senate seat became open, and I was
asked to run for that seat. I initially declined, but after a pre-
planned family vacation to Williamsburg, Virginia, I changed my
mind, having observed the Founders’ demonstration of citizen en-
gagement.

In 1990, the people of District 18 elected me to serve as a mem-
ber of the Georgia State Senate. I served there for 11 years and
during my tenure was elected by my colleagues, as Congressman
Scott said, to be president pro tempore, the pinnacle of leadership
in that body, from 1996 to ’98. You have probably heard—and it
is interesting to note—that I served both as a Democrat and a Re-
publican in the Georgia State Senate. In 2002, I was elected the
first Republican governor of Georgia in more than 130 years, as
Senator Chambliss reminded us, and I assumed that office believ-
ing that it was a big job, not just a position. Our team worked dili-
gently for 8 years, striving to make Georgia the best managed state
in the Nation. As you remember, the period of time from 2002 to
2011 were not the best economic times in our Nation, but we
learned with the help of a joyful state workforce that we could con-
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tinue to provide value to the citizens of Georgia, even in times of
extreme budget pressures.

Even though Georgia may not compare to some of your states in
some agricultural sectors, I am proud to say that I come from a
state whose number one economic driver is agriculture. In Georgia,
agriculture is one area where Democrats and Republicans consist-
ently have reached across the aisle and worked together. I am
pleased to know that reaching across the aisle is common practice
within this Committee, where partisanship does not get in the way
of good solutions for America’s farmers, ranchers, and consumers.

If confirmed as the Secretary of Agriculture, I look forward to
working with you, all of you. The makeup of this Committee speaks
to the size, the reach, and diversity of America’s agricultural sector,
and it includes at least one guy that I picked watermelons with
side by side in my youth.

Though I have a lifetime of experience with farming and agri-
business, I appreciate that the Department of Agriculture touches
the lives of Americans in many ways that go beyond just farming
itself, including, in a very small way, improving the lives of the
least of these. To continue that role, if I am honored with Senate
confirmation, I will work tirelessly to advance four primary goals,
and each of these goals is focused on an important constituency,
the stakeholders of American agriculture.

First, I will maximize the opportunity and ability of the men and
women of America’s agriculture and agribusiness sector to create
jobs, to produce and sell the food and the fiber that feed and clothe
the world, and to reap the earned reward of their labor. We want
to remove every obstacle and give them every opportunity to pros-
per.

Second, for the American taxpayers, our customers, I will
prioritize customer service every day. They expect and have every
right to demand that we conduct the people’s business officially, ef-
fectively, and with the utmost integrity.

Third, as our taxpayers are also our consumers, they expect a
safe and secure food supply, and USDA will continue to serve in
that critical role of ensuring the food that we put on the table to
feed our families meets the strict safety standards to which we
have established and are accustomed.

I will never forget that we are the fortunate beneficiaries of past
generations who put a premium on smart stewardship, protecting,
preserving, and entrusting us with those valuable resources. That
is the basis of our fourth goal. American agricultural bounty comes
directly from the land, and today, those land resources sustain
more than 320 million Americans and countless millions more
around the globe.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for your time this morning, and rest
assured that if confirmed, I look forward to working with the dedi-
cated men and women of the USDA who are committed to serving
the people’s department. I look forward to answering your ques-
tions. Thank you very much.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Perdue can be found on page 46
in the appendix.]
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Chairman ROBERTS. At this time, before we begin questioning,
Senator Chambliss and Congressman Scott, if you would like to ex-
cuse yourself, why, please do so.

[Pause.]

Chairman ROBERTS. Governor, I will begin by saying that our
farmers and ranchers depend on strong trade relationships around
the world. Expanding market access and ensuring that our pro-
ducers have a level playing field is absolutely critical to our rural
economy. The U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Office of
U.S. Trade Representative have a history of working hand in hand
to make sure that U.S. agriculture has an influential seat at the
trade table.

As this administration takes shape, I have been concerned that
there may be too many cooks in the kitchen when it comes to trade,
and we want to make sure that they are familiar with the main
ingredients.

In addition to the USTR, the President recently established a
new National Trade Council at the White House and increased
trade responsibilities under the Department of Commerce. The
question is, what is the best way that the Department of Agri-
culture can continue and strengthen its involvement in establishing
strong trade policies? How can we best work with the U.S. Trade
Representative, the lead trade negotiator, along with other officials
throughout the executive branch to make sure that agriculture is
a top—and I mean top—priority?

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You are absolutely cor-
rect, and I think as Senator Stabenow mentioned, agriculture
needs a strong advocate, a tenacious advocate regarding one of the
top issues.

We are blessed in this Nation to be able to produce more than
we can consume, and we are grateful for that, but obviously, that
implies that we need to settle the bounty all around the world. You
are correct. The relationship between the USDA and its trade rep-
resentatives, as well as the USTR, as well as Secretary Ross and
Commerce will be vital. Those really begin with relationships and,
I think, personal relationships.

I have had conversations already in this pending time awaiting
confirmation to discuss with Mr. Lighthizer in a conversation with
Secretary Ross over the great opportunity they have to use the
bounty of American agriculture to promote agricultural products
and to sell those products around the world, I think, building good-
will as well as doing the moral aspect of helping to feed that world.

Chairman ROBERTS. I thank you for your response, Governor.

Let me advise all members of the Committee, we will have a sec-
ond round. I know members have other things and other respon-
sibilities, and there are other committees that are meeting, but we
will have a second round.

In preparation for the 2018 Farm Bill, this year the Committee
has already started our process of listening to farmers, ranchers,
and other stakeholders. Before we write any Farm Bill, the Com-
mittee examines the program and asks what is working and what
is not working. We will continue the listening and learning process
over the weeks and months to come as we craft the next Farm Bill.
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I would greatly appreciate your commitment of the Department’s
resources to assist our Committee during this entire process. Can
we expect support regarding our efforts on behalf of America’s
farmers and ranchers?

Mr. PERDUE. Mr. Chairman, I look forward with great interest to
be involved with you all as you look to deliberate and to create the
2018 Farm Bill. I will absolutely commit to you, if confirmed, the
resources and the research of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
to provide you the information you need to make good decisions.

I value my own self as governor in being a facts-based, data-driv-
en decision-maker, and I think it is important that we take those
facts of things that have worked, learn from the past, those things
that have not worked, and create a Farm Bill for the future in
2018.

I know that you and the Ranking Member are already on the job
in doing that in your respective states and listening to our pro-
ducers across the country as well as our consumers. So I will abso-
lutely commit to you that you will have access to the resources of
the Department of Agriculture and anything that you believe you
need, to the depth that you need, if I am allowed to be Secretary,
to utilize those resources.

There is great talent over there. We know that the men and
women of the USDA have a great wealth of knowledge. The career
employees have been doing this for years, and there is a great op-
portunity to learn from them as well as our producers. I see the
2018 Farm Bill as an opportunity to meld the wisdom of those ca-
reer people with what you all hear in your own districts to make
sure that a 2018 Farm Bill meets the needs of our producers, our
consumers, and the American taxpayers in 2018.

Chairman ROBERTS. Thank you, Governor. We have already had
the first hearing in Manhattan, Kansas, 600 people in attendance,
and that is what the building held, that is when the fire marshal
said stop. Pretty much all of them, as I recall, Senator, stayed. We
had 21 good witnesses.

I am going to Michigan State. I will probably have to wear green
and white and may apologize for the 20-point victory that Kansas
had.

Senator STABENOW. Okay, you can stop now.

[Laughter.]

Senator STABENOW. I wore purple when I went to Kansas. I just
wanted you to know that. I wore purple for the Chairman, and he
is reminding me of something I would like to forget.

Chairman ROBERTS. Maybe you could wear black or something
like that.

[Laughter.]

Chairman ROBERTS. Okay, Senator Stabenow.

Senator STABENOW. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am actu-
ally going to defer to former Chairman, Senator Leahy, who has re-
sponsibilities on the Judiciary Committee. We know there is a very
important Supreme Court nominee being considered, and he does
need to leave. So, with your agreement, I am going to defer to Sen-
ator Leahy.
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Chairman ROBERTS. The distinguished Senator and father of the
northeastern dairy compacts always presented to us at the 11th
hour and 59th minute——

Senator STABENOW. That is true.

Chairman ROBERTS. —is recognized.

[Laughter.]

Senator LEAHY. Do not forget I wrote the organic Farm Bill too.
But, Mr. Chairman, thank you, and, Senator Stabenow, thank you
for your usual and gracious courtesy.

We know how important the Department of Agriculture is in sup-
porting our Nation’s farmers, our rural communities, our hungry
and malnourished families here and abroad, forest lands, con-
sumers. They also advance innovation, research, and energy, the
environment, the mounting climate crisis. We have to address what
is happening in climate change, the nearly doubling of acres
burned in western fires over the last 30 years, and, of course, Gov-
ernor that problem in Georgia. If it is left unchecked, in 10 years,
two out of every three dollars—just think of this. Two out of every
three dollars that we appropriate for the Forest Service will be
spent on fire programs, and of course, there is also the loss of life.

Last year, we lost a young Vermonter, Justin Beebe, who was
killed while battling a fire in Nevada with the Lolo Hotshots. So
we have to work on this.

I would commend to you, as I did when we had our private meet-
ing, the dedicated, competent, and loyal federal employees, Agri-
culture Department employees, many of them, and they deserve
your support. It is a time when they wonder what is happening
with hiring freezes or cutbacks. You should spend time with them.

Now, I am going to submit a number of questions for the record,
but as I was reminded by the Chairman, I never would have
thought this otherwise. I should mention something about our
dairy farmers. They are desperate for a new Farm Bill, but they
are asking for some of your support in developing much needed
risk management options for milk producers. Dairy farmers cannot
get left behind. They look at cotton farmers in Georgia and Arkan-
sas who are given generous payments, like the $300 million last
year in the Cotton Ginning Cost-Sharing Program. I think we have
to have help for our dairy farmers. I would hope that we have, as
we have had direct support provided to cotton producers by the
USDA outside of the Farm Bill, I recommend—or recommended by
the USDA for inclusion in the next Farm Bill. Will you work on a
pro(;)ortional and immediate support for hardworking dairy farm-
ers’

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, I will commit to you. As a son of a dairy
farmer and having dairy myself, I understand the hard work, 7
days a week, 365 days a year that our farm families, particularly
smaller farm families, particularly in your area and others go
through. These are family operations, and they do not take a holi-
day. They do not take a break, and I understand the pain when
the profitability of these farms for the milk prices are just not
there. It puts many farm families under duress to do that.

Senator LEAHY. I appreciate that.

One of the problems that they face too, is that dairyfarmers have
a well-documented farm labor shortage. Now, the federal H-2A
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Temporary Agricultural Visa Program, which has helped many—it
has worked in your State of Georgia. The Trump Winery uses it,
but it allows only for seasonal farm workers.

The Senate had passed comprehensive immigration reform,
which the House did not take up. They said that even though it
would have passed that it would violate the—apparently the sacred
rule they have, the Dennis Hastert rule, as they did not bring it
up. But now we are having with the operations of ICE and others—
I would ask you to support finding a way to include dairy farms,
which require year-round labor. I mean, you ca not have somebody
come in for 6 months and then say, “Okay,” to the cows, “I will be
back in 6 months to milk you again.” Your own experience that
does not work very well.

So we have—sheep and goat herders have that exemption. Will
you work with us to find a way to have dairy farms, dairy farm
workers in the same program, in the same way goat and sheep
herders are?

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, if I am honored by the confirmation of the
Senate, then I will commit to you to certainly advise and counsel
the administration over the need for an agricultural program that
is for workers that is year-round. As you indicated, cows cannot be
milked half a day. There are 365 days a year, and I am very well
aware of that. So there is a need.

Obviously, many of our dairy workers are immigrant workers,
and while there are exemptions in other places, certainly I believe
dairy qualifies for that as well.

Senator LEAHY. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you, Senator Stabenow.

Chairman ROBERTS. The Chair recognizes the distinguished Sen-
ator from Michigan, Senator Stabenow.

Senator STABENOW. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman,
and welcome again, Governor Perdue. We are glad to have this
hearing. We need a Secretary of Agriculture, and we need to move
forward. I appreciate the fact that you understand the agency and
agriculture and grew up in agriculture and support the mission of
the agency. That is very, very important.

I want to first start where I think Senator Leahy left off in terms
of dairy. You and I have talked about this, and I know growing up
on a dairy farm, you understand the challenges. Certainly, when
we look at the last Farm Bills—and Chairman Roberts and I
worked very hard to expand crop insurance—we did expand it to
specialty crops, which we are already seeing has been very impor-
tant with the weather challenges in Michigan and other places for
our growers. We also worked to expand help for young and begin-
ning farmers. But dairy farmers have not been able to qualify for
crop insurance.

As you and I talked about yesterday, three national groups that
speak for dairy farmers, both the American Farm Bureau, National
Farmers Union, and the National Milk Producers have suggested
a way that the USDA could provide additional risk management
tools for dairy farmers in the short run, while we are putting to-
gether the Farm Bill, because we have family farmers in Michigan
and across the country that are in a very, very difficult situation.
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If you are confirmed will you commit to working with me and
working with the industry and all of colleagues who care about
this, to use administrative authority available to you to provide our
Nation’s dairy farmers with reliable risk management tools, includ-
ing the crop insurance proposal that was put forward in the letter
by the national organizations?

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, I welcomed our meeting yesterday, and I
was intrigued by your suggestion of that. As I indicated to you,
many of your colleagues have regretted the fact that the 2014
Farm Bill really did not meet to your expectations for dairy farm-
ers or maybe even the cotton program as well, and is not under
Title L.

As I indicated yesterday, I am absolutely committed to look for
a way that can give immediate and temporary relief even prior to
the 2018 Farm Bill, if it is within the discretion of the Secretary,
if I am confirmed, and also we have got to be mindful, obviously,
of budget periods as well, so it has got to be within the parameters
that meet the budget as well. But I think the ideas that have been
proposed are intriguing to me. I have no philosophical difference
with those definitions that have been suggested, and I would abso-
lutely look forward to us providing a short-and a long-term solution
for the dairy and even the cotton program that may help really in
the context and the formation of the 2018 Farm Bill. I think it
would be great if we had some ideas that we believe could work
even prior to that time.

Senator STABENOW. Thank you very much. I think we do have
an opportunity, and I really look forward to working with you to
achieve that.

You mentioned the budget, and I have to focus on the budget be-
cause I am deeply concerned about the budget put forward by the
administration, which signals a lack of understanding of agri-
culture.

I have always said to have an economy and to have a middle
class, you have to make things and grow things. It is clear the
President has focused on making things, which I appreciate in
Michigan, but not growing things, which is equally important. So
when we look at a 21 percent cut in the USDA budget it is ex-
tremely concerning to me and to so many of us that care about
small towns. In fact, I grew up in one of those small towns in
northern Michigan.

I would like to just go through a series of questions quickly and
get your yes or no answer on whether or not you would support
these things. Do you think that small communities should have the
same access to clean water as large cities?

Mr. PERDUE. Of course.

Senator STABENOW. Good. Do you think it is important for indi-
viduals in small towns who live far away from a health center or
a hospital to have access to telemedicine services?

Mr. PERDUE. Like you, Senator, as a product of a small commu-
nity, I absolutely do.

Senator STABENOW. Do you think it is important that farmers
have access to the latest research and tools to make their farms
more productive?

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly.
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Senator STABENOW. Do you think rural small businesses should
have access to capital to keep them competitive and grow their
business?

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly.

Senator STABENOW. Do you believe organic farmers have a place
in farming?

Mr. PERDUE. I think consumers across the country have dem-
onstrated that. I am sorry Senator Leahy had to leave.

Senator STABENOW. Yes.

Do you think it is important to feed seniors and children in need
of assistance?

Mr. PERDUE. Yes, ma’am.

Senator STABENOW. I indicate all this because these are some of
the cuts in the budget. These are some of the areas that have been
zeroed out, like rural water and sewer, or have taken severe cuts
in the budget, which are deeply concerning.

In the final moment here, first, did you have any input in this
budget process? Second, how will you move forward when we are
looking at these cuts? How would you as Secretary of Agriculture
address this to be able to meet the needs of rural America?

Mr. PERDUE. I think you are probably aware, Senator, without
confirmation and not being confirmed, I have had no input into the
budget. Obviously, I think you probably saw it before I did. Also
having some concern, obviously as a member of the administration,
I view this budget similar to what I did as governor when I got a
revenue estimate that I did not like as well. I did not like it, but
we manage to it. My goal—I think you indicated the words in your
opening statement that you want a Secretary who can be a strong
advocate and tenacious advocate. If I am confirmed, I want to get
under the boards and get some room and work for agriculture pro-
ducers and consumers to let this administration and any of the
people that are making those decisions in that budget area know
what is important to America.

I think the President understands that many of his votes came
from the areas that you are mentioning and referred to, and I hope
in the context of a balanced or a budget that meets the objectives
that we can get agricultural share there. These are important pro-
grams. I recognize that, and I will do everything within my power,
within the confines of the administration, working there to match
what our desires are.

I flippantly say sometimes I grew a $20 billion budget in Georgia
to $60 billion during that 2003—2011 period of time, not necessarily
voluntary, but with the dedicated work of the civil workforce in
Georgia who really worked hard in those areas. We did do more
with less. Some of that has to do with efficiency and effectiveness,
which I look forward to engaging this USDA federal workforce in
and inspiring them that we can do more. Obviously, it takes some
money in many of these areas, and I promise to you I will be a
strong and tenacious advocate for that.

Senator STABENOW. Well, thank you, and let me just stress again
that agriculture has been doing more with less, that was our
charge, and we met it in the last Farm Bill. But the cuts we are
talking about here will be really devastating for farmers and small
towns.
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Mr. PERDUE. Sure.

Senator STABENOW. Thank you.

Chairman ROBERTS. Speaking of the budget, Senator Boozman,
you will be recognized next, but first, we would like to hear from
the Chairman of the distinguished Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee and the former Chairman of this Committee. I would re-
mind everyone of the saying that everybody knows, “The President
proposes and the Congress disposes.”

Senator Cochran.

Senator COCHRAN. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much for your
kind remarks about me and my interest in agriculture and the obli-
gation that we have as government to ensure the fair funding of
the important government programs that we see in many cases
help farmers when they are in desperate straits, with weather dis-
asters and other challenges that come along from time to time that
really could put our country in very difficult economic situations.

So I know you are familiar with most of the programs that are
authorized by our Committee and first recommended by our Com-
mittee and passed and signed and nurtured by both houses of Con-
gress. You have got a lot of people watching you and urging you
to do this and that, and I am confident in your leadership and your
insights, your experiences, all to be brought to the challenge of the
Office of Secretary of Agriculture. I am confident that you are going
to do a fine job, and we look forward to working closely with you
to identify problems when they arise and can be addressed in a
positive way to suit our country’s interest, economic interest as
well.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Senator COCHRAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman ROBERTS. We thank the distinguished Chairman.

Senator Boozman.

Senator Bo0zZMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Gov-
ernor Perdue, for your willingness to serve. I enjoyed visiting with
you in the office and getting to know you over lunch and getting
to know more about you and your wife. You have got a big job be-
fore you, and yet you have a history of doing big jobs. We do appre-
ciate your willingness to throw your hat in the ring.

Arkansas is such that agriculture is its number one industry,
around 25 percent. It is interesting when you look at the statistics,
though, agriculture, farm income is going to be cut from $124 bil-
lion to 60—$62 billion, so literally half, which is a real problem in
much of our states because much of our states are rural in nature.

One of the things, though, that we can lessen that pressure is
looking for other markets, and in Arkansas, Cuba would be a very
important market with rice production and various other things,
poultry. Can you talk a little bit about efforts that you would take
in the sense, not only Cuba, but other markets throughout the
world so that we could have the attitude that we have got cus-
tomers here but, very importantly, customers spread out all over
the world?

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly, Senator. I think in respect specifically to
Cuba, for those of you on the Gulf Coast and those on the East
Coast as well as even have been mentioned by your colleagues in
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the upper Midwest, I think we would love to have Cuba as a cus-
tomer in many things.

I led an Ag delegation from Georgia to Cuba as governor in 2010,
and I found then, as much of the problem there regarding demand,
was the ability to pay and the ability to finance there as much as
anything. I think they would love to have our products, and they
are certainly appropriate customers for the rice that Louisiana
grows and that Arkansas grows and other beans that are edible
beans up in the upper Midwest that they grow. For that reason,
I think if you all could see fit to look into the private financing op-
eration, one of the things they mentioned to us is that they had
to—by the restraints, they had to go through Europe and have a
haircut, financial haircut in that regard of—by being able to pur-
chase the product.

So I think we have the product they need, and they would like
the product. I think the real issue that I heard regarding Cuba was
the financing part, and certainly, that would come probably under
another area that is not the USDA, but I would support their ef-
forts if we could get private financing.

Regarding other areas, certainly in Central, South America; Eu-
rope; and Southeast Asia as well, there are new and developing
markets there, and I hope that we can work very closely with the
Trade Representative Lighthizer as well as Secretary of Commerce
Ross in order to put agriculture first in their repertoire of things
to trade. I believe that we have the ability to produce a very effi-
cient crop and products, food products as well as other products
that clothe and other things around the world they need. I look for-
ward. That is certainly from visiting with most all of your col-
leagues. Trade was right at the top of the list. I think when you
talk to farmers around the globe, that is what they are most con-
cerned about.

We have a worldwide supply-and-demand issue that is weighing
heavily on prices currently, and we are seeing some of the lowest
prices in many years. It 1s putting a lot of pain out there, which
is a direct result of the financial situation that you mentioned in
your comments, that farmers are really struggling to be profitable,
hold on, and many times, even the best farmers are not able to
produce a product even with the best production capabilities they
may have.

So I think trade is really the answer. I look forward to being an
advisor and a counsel to this administration, U.S. Trade Represent-
ative, specifically, about the benefit that we have of farm products
to sell around the world.

Senator BoozMAN. No, that is excellent, and as you said, in re-
gard to Cuba, the financing really is key. So we actually have a bill
that says that not government-backed, but if an individual or a pri-
vate bank or whatever wants to do the financing, that they will
have the ability to do that.

I am running out of time, but I do want to comment. One of the
things that I have real concern about—and I think the Committee
does—is you have the feeding programs in the schools. Summer
comes, and then you have a bunch of kids that do not benefit from
that. What we are trying to do is get a smooth transition, and if
you would just affirm your recognition of the importance of that.
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Those rules that govern that transition and stuff have not been
changed since the ’60s. So if you could just in 5 seconds talk about
that.

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly. I was able to share with several of your
colleagues, who had mentioned that privately in their offices, that
I would love to facilitate that kind of transition to make sure that
those kids who are able to get meals while they are at school are
able to continue that through the summertime and that they do not
fall into a problem during that period of time, to keep kids healthy.

Senator BoOozZMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thanks, Governor.

Chairman ROBERTS. Senator Bennet.

Senator BENNET. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you so much
for holding the hearing, and, Governor Perdue, congratulations

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Senator BENNET. —to you and your family on your nomination.

I was not going to raise it, but Senator Boozman did, that is a
bill he and I both have together on school lunches, so I am glad—
in the summer—glad to hear him raise it and your comment.

I also was going to raise trade, and I am so pleased with your
answer because, as you know, commodity prices are just terrible
right now for all of our farmers and ranchers. Throughout Colo-
rado, our rural communities, which really led the recovery for us
coming out of this terrible recession, now face commodity prices
that really challenge them as they are trying—as their inputs are
higher and higher and higher.

There was so much negative talk about trade during this presi-
dential campaign that I think we are looking to you to help resur-
rect that with respect to agriculture in the United States. Eighty
percent of the wheat that we produce in Colorado is exported. All
of the growth for our dairy farmers is going to come from trade
with countries, many of which were countries that were involved
with the TPP. Our potato growers in Colorado need to have access
to these markets.

So knowing that you will be a zealous advocate for trade on be-
half of our agricultural sector is enormously important to my state,
and if there is anything I can do to help you help translate that
to this administration, I will commit to do that to you.

I also wanted to raise with you the issue of our national forests.
A lot of people do not know that comes within the Department of
Agriculture, and you mentioned in your—in your statement, the
importance of smart stewardship. One place where we have not
had smart stewardship was with the maintenance of our national
forests, as you and I discussed when you were in my office.

Last year, we spent over 50 percent—I think it was 60 percent
of the budget, the Forest Service budget, fighting fires. We have
had—in 2015, the Colorado State Forest Service estimated there
are around 834 million dead standing trees in Colorado. That is up
30 percent from 2008 estimates.

I have said to my colleagues on this Committee and other places
in the Senate, if you are downstream from Colorado, which almost
everybody is, you need to care about what is happening in the
headwaters of these rivers, and that is forests that are managed
by your folks, if you are confirmed.
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So let me first say this: Will you please come to Colorado and
look at these forests firsthand?

Mr. PERDUE. I would look forward to that, Senator.

I think I mentioned to you I saw the ravages of that terrible fire
over north of Glenwood that occurred many years ago——

Senator BENNET. Right.

Mr. PERDUE. —with loss of life, and I still see on those beautiful
mountains there, the effects of forest fire from years ago. So, abso-
lutely, I will come and look forward to visiting with you, as well
as many of your western colleagues, mention this is one of their
primary areas, so it is a concern.

Senator BENNET. Well, and I hope—and maybe you could say a
word about this too. I know Senator Thune and others have been
concerned about this.

Every year, Secretary Vilsack has tried to put something in the
budget to end this fire borrowing process that we have to make
sure that either we treat these fires like every other disaster that
we have or that somehow we budget correctly so that we can do
the mitigation on the front end, because what we are doing is we
are spending the money in the most expensive, least logical way
possible. I wonder if you have got a comment on that.

Mr. PERDUE. I certainly do, and I have heard you all and your
colleagues loud and clear over that.

I also had an extensive conversation with Secretary Vilsack
about the upside-down portion of the budget there and his con-
tinual having to borrow to manage those forest fires or to help put
out those forest fires. That is a bad way to do, as we talked about.

On the front end, as you know, the healthy forests are helpful
in preventing forest fires, and whether it is the underbrush, the
deadfall that we have not been able to get to, using two-thirds of
the budget to fight, we are upside-down on that. We need to be
doing at least two-thirds there of the budget in managing healthy
forests in order to prevent forest fires.

So my goal would be to reverse that, and I would love for you
and your colleagues to consider looking at forest fires, like we do
many other natural disasters as well, to put a funding mechanism
in there where, just like hurricanes or tornadoes or other things
that are—floods—that we use there would qualify for those types
of funds, because Secretary Vilsack was very disheartened by the
fact of having to come up with millions of dollars many times from
other parts of the budget and borrowing there. It just did not—it
was not very effective.

Senator BENNET. Well, if you can break this Gordian knot, you
will be a hero in my state and probably some others as well. So
I look forward to having you in Colorado. Thanks.

Mr. PERDUE. I look forward, Senator, for us to break that Gor-
dian knot.

Senator BENNET. Let us do it. Let us do it.

Mr. Chairman, thank you.

Chairman ROBERTS. Senator Ernst.

Senator ERNST. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Governor Perdue, thank you so much for being here today, and
I want to thank your lovely family for joining you as well. It is good
to see everybody here.
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As some of my colleagues have already stated, the ag economy
has really been in a downturn the last number of years, and a lot
of our producers are hurting, especially those young and beginning
farmers that have just gotten their start really in the last 10 years.

The renewable fuels revolution bolstered demand for our com-
modities, driven by the Renewable Fuel Standard and energy pro-
grams that were included in the Farm Bill. Trade deals like
NAFTA helped to fuel both grain and meat exports, which are very
vital to our producers’ profitability.

As we have seen so many times before, our farmers continue to
innovate and find new ways to grow more food with fewer inputs
and have not only met this new demand, but they have exceeded
it and done quite well, leading to the slump in commodity prices
we have been feeling so acutely.

When I travel around the state, I engage in a 99-county tour,
and I consistently hear how challenging it is to be a farmer or a
rancher right now, due not only to the low prices, but also because
of the onerous government regulations.

I hope you are prepared to work with all of those who are en-
gaged in our ag economy to ensure it remains one of the strongest
in feeding and fueling our growing world.

Whenever I do visit those farmers and ranchers and others with-
in the ag community, one of the common refrains that I hear is
about federal regulations, especially from the EPA, how they are
harming their operations and making their lives pretty difficult.
Whether it is their misguided WOTUS rule or the delays in approv-
ing ag biotech products, the EPA almost seems to have an agenda
against those that are in the agricultural community.

How will you collaborate with the EPA to ensure that their work
is helping rather than hindering our farmers and ranchers?

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you very much, Senator.

I think, like many solutions, it begins with personal relation-
ships. I have taken the opportunity to visit with Administrator
Pruitt already regarding some of these issues, and I think not only
in the EPA, but in all agencies, we develop silos that are unfortu-
nate because, as you well know, many of our producers, when a
regulation is made in other places, whether it be Labor or EPA or
others, are the guys who are the ones that get pushed off the boat.
My goal is to have an ongoing communications team identified with
each of these agencies. It may be, whether it is FDA, EPA, Labor,
OSHA, others, to identify the things that would be the—maybe the
unintended consequences of regulations and to work together
ahead of time before those regulations are promulgated to give us
an opportunity in representing USDA, both agricultural producers
and consumers, to let these other agencies know what the impact
would be and what the cost-benefit reward would be to agricultural
producers.

So I think it becomes—I am kind of a face-to-face sort of person.
I believe in going directly and communicating transparently about
the needs and about the desires there.

I come from the part of the world that has seen our farmers as
good stewards. I think they want to be. If they have the right tools,
from a conservation perspective, they want to care for the land.
They are the ones that are making their living out there, and I be-
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lieve they want to do that. Rather than prescriptive, onerous-type
regulations, let us give them the ability to do that and incentivize
them in a way where they can be even better than they have been
in the past.

But the progress that you indicated that we have made over the
last several years with doing more production with less inputs, pre-
cision agriculture, better use of water, and those kind of things,
and no till, all those sorts of things, preserving our soil, our pro-
ducers have done a good job at that. They want just kind of a fair
shake in being able to produce without the onerous prescriptive
type of regulations that harm their ability to continue to perform.

Senator ERNST. Well, I appreciate that very much, and I cer-
tainly support your willingness to work with the other Depart-
ments and heads of those agencies. We simply cannot operate in
a vacuum, and developing those relationships and keeping those re-
lationships is very important. I think you are absolutely the right
person to do that, so I appreciate that very much.

I also just want to make a comment too. I know that in the 2014
Farm Bill, Congress really recognized the importance of trade, and
Congress directed the USDA to establish an Under Secretary for
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, and I hope that you will
take a look at that make sure that we have the right person for
that job established as well.

So thank you very much, Governor. It is good to see you.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you, Senator.

Chairman ROBERTS. Senator Gillibrand.

Senator GILLIBRAND. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Thank you, Governor, for being here. Thank you for our meeting
that we had previously.

I want to talk a little bit about immigration. It has been an
issue, unfortunately, that has had a very toxic debate that has
been harmful in our state. One area where it is particularly harm-
ful is in agriculture because we rely on immigrant labor for a lot
of our fruits, vegetables, and dairy. I hope that you can speak to
President Trump and Secretary Kelly about the effects of immigra-
tion enforcement policies and priorities that the President has an-
nounced and how it impacts our agriculture sector.

It is estimated that about 50 percent of agriculture workers are
immigrants, and so if we do not have proper immigration reform
and a debate about holistic policy, it is going to harm families in
New York, and it is going to harm agricultural workers at our
farms throughout Upstate New York and Long Island.

So I ask, Will you make a comment that you will work towards
making sure our farms have the workers they need?

Mr. PERDUE. I will certainly commit to you that, Senator. Par-
ticularly in your dairy industry in Upstate New York and others,
just as Senator Leahy has mentioned, that is not a seasonal job,
and I think if you go into dairy barns around the country, you are
going to find most of the time, those cows are being milked by im-
migrant labor. I do plan to be a voice in the administration to per-
suade policymakers there over this issue.

I recognize that many of our producers, both seasonal types of
crops that you mention as well as dairy farms, have a good bit of
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anxiety about that, considering that, and I will absolutely commit
to you.

Senator GILLIBRAND. Enormous anxiety.

The other area, as you mentioned, our H-2A program is a visa
program to recruit temporary workers on a seasonal basis. Cows
need to be milked every day. So it does not work for us. It is very
cumbersome, it is difficult, and so I would also ask your commit-
ment that you will work on that program specifically to streamline
it and make it available for all agricultural workers.

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, I have heard that loud and clear from peo-
ple close to me at home and our customers there in Georgia as
well.

You mentioned, obviously, your state, but I think virtually every
state in the Nation is affected by that to some degree. I think there
are some things that we can do with H-2A, and if I am confirmed,
I will commit to you that that and trade are two issues that we
will begin posthaste to work on.

Senator GILLIBRAND. So, as you know, we are a significant dairy
state. We are the third producer—fourth, I think, most recently, in
the country, and I would love it if you would come to Upstate New
York and do a field hearing. I know you have to go to Colorado
now, but could you please also come to Upstate New York? We
would love to have a field hearing to talk about dairy pricing be-
cause the dairy pricing system, as you know, has been so desta-
bilizing and is not something that farmers can rely on. The insur-
ance programs we have written are not working. So we really need
to do a top-to-bottom reform of how we do dairy pricing in this
country and create insurance programs and products that can actu-
ally work for small dairies, particularly in places like Upstate New
York.

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, I will come if you promise not to make me
milk any more cows.

Senator GILLIBRAND. No, you do not have to milk. I promise.

Mr. PERDUE. But you are right, though, the volatility of prices—
and there is no business—not just agriculture, but there is no busi-
ness that can survive with the volatility of range of prices that
dairy farmers have had to undergo the last few years. They had
some high prices, but the prices they are currently experiencing are
just unprofitable, and even the best family farms cannot survive
under those.

Senator GILLIBRAND. I agree.

Another issue very important to New York State is the SNAP
program. It is so important that we have food for our families.
Some of the work this Committee has done for making sure SNAP
gets to rural families using farmers markets, making sure that we
can do summer meals, that kind of work, I would ask your commit-
ment to focusing on how we can deliver more food to more families
throughout this country as our Ag Secretary.

Mr. PERDUE. We hope that we can do that even more efficiently
and effectively than we have. It is certainly important to the chil-
dren and the families of America to do that, Senator, and I hope
that we can work together to accomplish that.

Senator GILLIBRAND. Thank you.
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My last issue is funding and budgets. I was very concerned about
the President’s budget and how it would take away access to water
systems. We have so many unmet sewer needs in New York State.
Our rural water systems are in desperate need of investment.

Similarly, we have desperate need of investment for rural
broadband. It is really important that we can get high-speed Inter-
net to all our rural areas. Our farmers depend upon it. Our small
businesses depend upon it. The USDA Rural Utilities Service Pro-
gram is really important, so I would like your commitment that
you will continue to work with this Committee, which has bipar-
tisan support for those investments.

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly. I am hopeful, obviously, that the Presi-
dent’s proposal over infrastructure, it will be recognized that the
agricultural broadband issue—if we are going to keep kids on the
farm in rural areas, if our rural areas are going to be able to thrive
and survive like cities do with the density, we have got to have the
connectivity. It is just as important really now as sewer or water,
clean water, or other things, is the connectivity to the world.

Senator GILLIBRAND. Yep.

Mr. PERDUE. That is what we are advocating, will advocate, con-
tinue to advocate. I know members of the USDA have already been
in a meeting with the White House infrastructure team over that,
and we will certainly promote that to the best of our ability.

Senator GILLIBRAND. Thank you.

Chairman ROBERTS. Well, Coop, it is time for you, sir.

Senator THUNE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It is almost high
noon, so it is time for me to ask questions.

But thank you, Governor Perdue, for taking this on. You are the
right guy for the job. These are tough times in agriculture. We
have got commodity prices and livestock prices below the cost of
production, uncertainty about trade, concerns about disease, and
two crop years left in terms of implementation of this Farm Bill be-
fore we start writing a new one, and I look forward to working with
you on the next Farm Bill as well as continuing to implement this
one.

I know we will not have any problem getting you to come to
South Dakota as long as we still have pheasants in South Dakota,
so I expect you to be there.

I have got a number of questions that I need to cover quickly,
so if you could just answer yes to all of them, that would be fine.

[Laughter.]

Senator THUNE. In terms of the current Farm Bill, the past ad-
ministration showed a lot of inflexibility with regard to administra-
tion in a number of areas—the commodity title, Title I, the ARC
payments, and the data that was used to calculate those payments.
CRP vegetative cover management practices and equitable CRP
acreage distribution were all things that—where we do not think
the past administration was following the intent of Congress.

So with two years left on that Farm Bill, will you be willing to
work with me and my staff on these issues to make improvements
in program administration and make sure those programs are oper-
ating in the way in which Congress intended?

Mr. PERDUE. Yes.

Senator THUNE. Thank you.
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Governor Perdue, I know you are aware of the recent tainted
Brazilian meat scandal, which has resulted now in USDA issuing
a press release announcing additional steps that they are taking to
ensure that our food supply is kept safe. None of the facilities im-
plicated in that scandal, the Brazilian meat scandal, have shipped
meat to the United States according to USDA, but—and the ques-
tion is, Do you believe that accelerated testing of all the incoming
shipments of raw meat from Brazil will provide adequate protec-
tion, or should we begin to think about triggering USDA to impose
an outright shutdown if there is unsafe meat?

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, I believe that the men and women of the
FSIS are doing a wonderful job, going to the 100 percent inspection
there coming in. I am concerned, obviously, if we go to embargoing
at this—where these plants were not shipping to the U.S., if we go
to embargoing or putting a shutdown on there, there will be retal-
iation there for our products or maybe around the world as well.

We already know that we have had some high-path avian influ-
enza, and some countries have responded in that way. So while
that is very, very localized, I do not want to punish another coun-
try, but I do want USDA inspectors to be on the job with 100 per-
cent type of inspection of any products coming in, into the United
States.

Senator THUNE. Okay. We both come from states where we grow
trees. The trees in South Dakota grow a little slower than the pine
trees do in your home state, but in the last half decade, we have
seen a rapid increase in mortality—it is up 53 percent—and a de-
crease in growth, down 69 percent in our state. Unfortunately, our
situation is not unique, with over 82 million acres of national for-
ests under stress from fires, insects, or both, and I know that Sen-
ator Bennet touched on this. But can I get your commitment to
focus on turning around the national forests and expanding the
management that we need to create jobs in healthy stands of tim-
ber?

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, absolutely, you can have my commitment.
I think that the—I view the United States Forest Service and our
United States forests as challenges, opportunities clothed in chal-
lenges right now, and I think there is real opportunity to make
these forests healthy.

I do come from a state where it is mostly private ownership. My
sense from visiting with many of you is that we have just not really
been good neighbors in a lot of places in taking care of the public
stewardship portion where many private landowners would. So I
look forward to having those best management practices leading
and inspiring the United States Forest Service to take pride in the
way they would care for it, just as if it was their own.

Senator THUNE. Okay. Thank you.

I know this got touched on once already as well, but agriculture,
of course, helps build a strong U.S. economy. It is a number one
industry in my state, but I think it is critical to our national econ-
omy and especially in our rural communities. The RFS has been an
essential driver of growth in rural areas of our country, and the
certainty of the policy has created jobs and spurred added research
and investment. Can you commit to ensuring that we will have a
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strong) RFS to provide economic security for these rural commu-
nities?

Mr. PERDUE. I can do that, and I am happy to have the—also the
President’s commitment, of his concern and interest in that area as
well, so you absolutely can have that commitment.

Senator THUNE. Appreciate that.

My time has expired. I thank you again for taking this on. We
look forward to working with you, and not only on, as I said, this
Farm Bill, but the one to come, which we will be getting started
on very soon. Thank you.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you, Senator.

Chairman ROBERTS. I thank the Senator. I know he has a date
at high noon. So you can excuse yourself at any time.

Senator HEITKAMP.

Senator HEITKAMP. Terrific. Thank you, and I thank my col-
leagues who probably went out for a cup of coffee or something
else, who stood ahead of me in line.

Governor Perdue, welcome, and welcome to your beautiful family.
What a legacy you leave. I think there is someone who looks a
whole lot like you back there. I kind of looked. You used to be a
lot more handsome when you were younger, I think.

Mr. PERDUE. It was the first human cloning, I think, there.

[Laughter.]

Senator HEITKAMP. It is pretty remarkable. I was checking it out.
I am thinking wow. That is—well, you used to be very handsome,
I might add.

[Laughter.]

Senator HEITKAMP. I want to associate myself with the remarks
of Senator Thune, who talked about the importance to really have
flexibility as we implement the next Farm Bill. We saw some great
flexibility, but then we ran into some roadblocks. I appreciate your
commitment.

I also know that we were visiting, when you entered my office
and you said three words, “Trade, trade, trade.” I knew that you
and I were on the same wavelength, that is a critical component.

But my concern is what we are seeing really out of the White
House and out of the budget does not seem to be pro rural or pro
agriculture, and so we need you to be an absolute voracious and
active fighter on behalf of rural America in that White House and
with other agencies such as EPA and OMB and the USTR. Can you
commit to doing that?

Mr. PERDUE. Agriculture is in my heart, and I look forward to
fighting for the producers of America, just because, as I said that,
we know how vital it is, and I will absolutely be a tenacious advo-
cate and fighter where necessary to do that.

Senator HEITKAMP. I hope that you will engage us. We are a very
bipartisan, collaborative committee, and we all represent agricul-
tural states, but we also know how vital—as Senator Thune said,
how vital agriculture is to our national economy.

A couple unique North Dakota issues, we have a lot of prairie
potholes. It is part of what we do in terms of the resource, and it
provides for some great duck hunting and geese hunting, but we
have a lot of farmers who would like an opportunity to farm their
land and not just raise ducks. I think one of the problems that we
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have—it is not only running into maybe an attitude sometimes,
that the wetland is more important than the farmer, but also not
having enough staff to do the work that needs to be done in order
to make the determination within USDA. Can you commit that you
will staff up so that we will not have farmers waiting to find out
if they can tile their land?

Mr. PERDUE. Not only staffing up, but I also think the relation-
ship, as we talked about earlier, with the Administrator of EPA to
make sure that our producers and farmers do not get caught in
some of these unintended consequences of rules that have gone
awry in a confiscatory type of way, because that is very important.
As they try to be compliant, sometimes they get caught into a web
of rules that are very onerous, and I will not only try to provide
the staff that they could do good conservation or good soil preserva-
tion, but to work with our Administrator at EPA to do that as well.

Senator HEITKAMP. We love our neighbors to the north, but
sometimes we would like maybe a little tougher enforcement on
some of the grain standards. We have been working on a project
out of my office as it relates to the treatment of our grain, which
becomes feed category as opposed to what it really is, which is good
quality wheat. Of course, we offer a different opportunity for Cana-
dian grain that comes south. Can you commit to working with the
USTR to change their policies and to prevent discrimination
against grain going to the north?

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly. I think this is one of those areas where
many people have talked about the benefits of NAFTA. I think as
we look at that, I think there are some inequities and some unilat-
eral issues during that, cattle, and some milk products that we can
look certainly to our neighbors to the north, which we have a great
relationship, but we just want to make sure that it is a fair propo-
sition for all.

Senator HEITKAMP. Great. The sugar program is critical. I am
not sure—I have not been here for the whole hearing. I do not
know if anyone has raised this with you, but it has been a program
that has guaranteed a steady supply of sugar to this country. I
think it is done equitably. It does not cost the United States tax-
payer really anything, but yet it provides, a value-added oppor-
tunity in my community and my state and many states across the
country. Will you continue to commit to supporting the sugar pro-
gram as it has been in the past?

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, if confirmed, I will commit to you that I
will look at that in the farm program going on and will commit to
support the best benefit of that. I think also that is another issue
where maybe trade to the south, we need to look at some of the
issues over sugar inequities that may be coming into the country
that have been harmful to your growers.

Senator HEITKAMP. I was kind of hoping for a yes, but I guess
I got a maybe.

Thanks so much, Governor, and congratulations on your nomina-
tion.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Chairman ROBERTS. Senator Perdue.

Senator PERDUE. Mr. Chairman, for the sake of the Republic, I
am going to withhold questions today. Thank you.
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[Laughter.]

Chairman ROBERTS. It would appear that it would be Senator
Strange. Welcome to Committee, sir.

Senator STRANGE. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. It
is an honor to be the first Alabamian in over 20 years to serve on
the Agriculture Committee, and I look forward to serving with you
and my colleagues on the Committee.

I am especially pleased to welcome you, Governor Perdue, this
morning. It is nice to have a potential Secretary, I am sure future
Secretary, who speaks the same language that I do, as your neigh-
bor to the west. I have enjoyed watching you in your career, and
I look forward to working with you.

I am going to also spare the Committee lengthy questions today.
I have a number that we talked about privately.

I do want to just build on something that Senator Ernst men-
tioned. For the last 6 years, I was honored to be the Attorney Gen-
eral of our state, and I got to work very closely with our now EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt. We spent a lot of time litigating against
the Federal Government and its overreaching federal agenda, as
we saw it. We were successful in a lot of cases. One of the things
that I took away from that experience—and I have discussed this
with Administrator Pruitt—is the lack of cooperation, if you will,
between the federal agencies that affect the agriculture world and
our constituents.

Agriculture is the biggest part of our economy in the State of
Alabama, as you well know, because we share many of the same
industries—forestry, catfish farming, and all types of other farming
activities. The lack of cooperation between those agencies was very
frustrating to our farmers.

What I am hoping that you will do is follow through with your
commitment to Senator Ernst to make sure that you as the Sec-
retary of Agriculture are communicating with Administrator Pruitt
and others so that we are eliminating unnecessary, inefficient, and
really inconsequential barriers to our farmers, so that they can
produce the products that we need in this country and internation-
ally.

So I appreciate your comments to her. I do not have another
question for you right now. I can submit some others later, but that
is of particular concern to me because it is a real-world concern to
the people who have to live under the regulations that we pass
here in Washington.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you, Senator. Just like I mentioned to Sen-
ator Ernst, if I am honored with confirmation, that is really one of
the things I look most forward to because we have seen that, the
harm that it causes when one agency looks like they are working
at cross-purposes of another. I think from the—we are all Ameri-
cans, and we are all beneficiaries with all these agencies. I really
look forward to developing the relationships, mutual, respectful re-
lationships with other Department heads and other agencies that
can communicate possible unintended consequences, so thank you
for mentioning that.

Senator STRANGE. I look forward to continuing to work with you
as you assume your responsibilities.
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I also wanted to welcome your family, your beautiful family, and
thank you for your public sacrifice. The family is a partner in this
venture, as I well know.

Thank you.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Chairman ROBERTS. Senator Donnelly, you were AWOL last
night at the marine mess night. So I want a written response back
to me as an excuse, but I am going to recognize you, anyway. Sen-
ator Donnelly.

Senator DONNELLY. Well, I was afraid you were going to send me
to Iwo Jima, sir, so—which would have been a great honor.

Governor Perdue, one thing I want to ask you, I noted that you
played football for the University of Georgia, and on September 9th
in the State of Indiana, in Notre Dame, Indiana, Georgia is playing
Notre Dame, my alma mater. I want to invite you to the game. We
would like to have you there. We will have a big pork barbecue in
your honor. We will have all the Indiana farmers there, and you
can see the Irish beat the Bulldogs. Would you like to come?

[Laughter.]

Mr. PERDUE. I will accept that invitation, except for the last
clause there.

[Laughter.]

Senator DONNELLY. I wanted to talk to you a little bit about crop
insurance. It is critically important to my state. It is something
that we are going to be working on in the Farm Bill, and to my
farmers in Indiana, that is something that they want to make sure
siclays strong and stays protected. I wanted to get your views on
that.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you, Senator. I thought you all in the 2014
Farm Bill made a lot of progress in the crop insurance area.

Obviously, it can always be refined and be made better, but it
is vital to farmers, good producers there that need that safety net
of both the risk of production and pricing that you all did so well
in that area, and I hope we can even continue that and enhance
that and, as some of your colleagues have mentioned, look at risk
management proposals and other commodities that make sense.

To me, I think the American taxpayer gets a good value for that,
and hopefully, we can work together. I look forward to working
with you all as we continue, if I am confirmed, to make sure that
the crop insurance program is sound, solid, and a good economic
value for both—not only the producers, but the taxpayers as well.

Senator DONNELLY. One of the things that we are all shooting
for, I know in Kansas and Michigan and Indiana and Mississippi,
is for growth of our rural areas and maximizing economic opportu-
nities there. That is a passion of mine to make sure—we have 92
counties—that every county has a chance, every community has a
chance, the chance to buy a home, raise a family, take a vacation,
retire with dignity.

The Secretary of Agriculture plays a huge role in rural commu-
nities especially. We need to make sure our rural communities
have broadband, so companies located there can compete with
those across the world, and that they have the same access to edu-
cational opportunities that our children do, as in the cities, to ex-
pand market opportunities. I want to make sure that as Secretary
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of Agriculture, you look at this in a way that you will be looking
at things like broadband and others to maximize economic opportu-
nities for our rural communities.

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly. Not only broadband, Senator, but the op-
portunity the USDA has in rural development in so many other
areas. I mean, the vitality of our small communities around your
state and all these states really depends on a strong agricultural
economy, but the USDA has in the past with its Rural Develop-
ment Program—has been able to help communities maybe just
not—just get them over the line to do some things they wanted to
do, whether it is health care or other types of things to do that.
That is one of the great benefits that I look forward to being able
to do, if confirmed, to make the lives of people across America, par-
ticularly in rural areas, better because of the presence of the
USDA.

Senator DONNELLY. One other thing that—we work on a lot of
conservation programs. We are very, very proud of our cover crop
programs. I think we are first in the Nation with that, and as our
Chairman and Ranking Member always talk about, nobody cares
about the environment more than the farmers and the families
that live there. We want to make sure that as you look at your job
going forward, you are going to commit to work to support and im-
prove the conservation programs as well.

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly. The NRCS is a big part of American agri-
culture, and as more farmers learn how to preserve and care and
create clean water, reduce runoff, use more efficient use of water
and irrigation and precision agriculture, those are the research arm
of USDA and the extension arm pushing those—that education in-
formation out. It is critical to continue to improve.

The good thing, what I like about farmers is they are all about
continuing improvement

Senator DONNELLY. Right.

Mr. PERDUE. —and they are competitive. They want to do better
each and every year.

Senator DONNELLY. I apologize. I am running out of time, so I
wanted to ask one last thing. The USDA has worked to increase
access to treatment for opioid and heroin abuse in rural commu-
nities. It is breathtaking. They have assisted in creating transi-
tional housing, funded initiatives to improve education, and raise
awareness to the dangers of this. Purdue has been an amazing
partner in all of this, and I want to make sure that the USDA is
01];1" partner in this, in this critical battle against opioid and heroin
abuse.

Mr. PERDUE. Secretary Vilsack and I had an extended conversa-
tion about the ability just to do that. That was one of the things
that I was mentioning, an ability of USDA in its rural development
program to add value in rural communities, even the areas of
health care, so certainly.

Senator DONNELLY. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman, Marines are my heroes, and I would be honored
to go to the mess with you. Anytime you want to bring me, I will
be your wing man, sir.

Chairman ROBERTS. Semper Fi.

Senator Daines.
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Senator DAINES. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member
Stabenow.

Governor Perdue, thank you so much for your willingness to step
up and to serve as our next Secretary of Agriculture. This is a big
deal from my home State of Montana because agriculture is our
state’s number one industry. It is $6 billion a year back home.
Without agriculture, Montana does not have a strong economy.

Our farmers, our ranchers, they produce wheat, barley, cattle,
sugar beets, pulse crops. In fact, we are the Nation’s leading pro-
ducer of pulse crops now, which has been an exciting development
to see in our state as we diversify our ag portfolio. Our products
play a critical role in not only feeding our country, but certainly
feeding the entire world.

Ag production across our Nation is diverse. Montana ag presents
some unique and especially specific challenges, but great opportu-
nities. With that in mind, I want to make sure I extend an invita-
tion to you, Governor Perdue, to come out to Montana. We are
going to have an Ag Summit May 31st and June 1st in Great Falls,
which is kind of Ground Zero of our ag economy in Montana. We
would love to have you consider coming out. If nothing else, we do
some preseason elk scouting there too for the fall, but we would
love to have you come out.

Mr. PERDUE. Well, I welcome that opportunity.

Senator DAINES. Regarding trade, 95 percent of the world’s con-
sumers are outside the United States. Certainly, we have more
spending power today on a per capita basis, but as we think about
the longer term, as Wayne Gretzky famously said, “Skate to where
the puck is headed, not where it is at,” trade becomes very impor-
tant, I think, not only for today’s generation, but future generations
of farmers and ranchers.

We are seeing low commodity prices, declining farm incomes. I
had my barley and wheat producers in my office the last couple
weeks, our cattle producers. It is a pretty tough climate right now
because of low prices.

The access to foreign markets for long-term growth in ag, I do
not think can be overstated. Vast amounts of our wheat, our beef,
our barley, pulse crops are exported every year, and that helps us
in this price arena, helps create jobs, helps grow our economy.

Governor, as Secretary, how will you ensure that Ag’s voice is
heard loud and clear within this administration, to fight for our
farmers and ranchers, to ensure we have access to new markets
abroad, and not face retaliation?

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you, Senator. I think the good news is we
have got a growing middle class around the world that is hungry
for those products, and food is a noble thing to trade. As I have in-
dicated several times before, we have got a great story to tell. We
have got producers here that can produce more than we need to
consume. That is not the case in many parts of the world. So why
don’t we use that bounty to supply one of the fundamental needs
of mankind around the world, and I will continue tirelessly to advo-
cate that within our administration and in conjunction with you all
in development.

I plan to be on site as USDA’s chief salesman around the world
to sell these products and negotiate these deals side by side with
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USTR, side by side with Secretary Ross, and our whole team there.
I believe that USDA will be intimately involved in the personal, on-
the-ground, boots-on-the-ground negotiations at tables around this
world with ag ministers and foreign dignitaries there selling our
product.

Senator DAINES. I know that will be music to the ears of Mon-
tana farmers and ranchers to have an advocate like yourself, and
I think as a governor, you bring that unique experience of having
to be the chief salesperson certainly on behalf of your farmers and
ranchers across the world.

I want to shift gears and talk for a moment about forest manage-
ment and reform. Of course, we always refer to this Committee as
the “Ag Committee,” and that has always been one of our highest
priorities, but it is the Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Com-
mittee. Back home in my state, one of my highest priorities is re-
storing active management to Montana’s national forests. Unfortu-
nately, excessive federal regulations, laws, we have chronic litiga-
tion from extremist groups, have limited our management of our
national forests, and a healthy forest is a forest that is actively
managed.

Even projects that we move forward through collaboration, bring-
ing sportsman groups, conservation groups, folks from the logging
industry, we move forward and were litigated at the end and go—
and oftentimes lose our cases before the Ninth Circuit, as they un-
fortunately have continuous litigation.

Unfortunately, we have a recent Ninth Circuit decision called the
Cottonwood Environmental Law Center v. the Forest Service. It
has added another layer of unnecessary red tape and is threatening
dozens of forest management projects. The Supreme Court will not
hear this case, unfortunately, but we think we can change the out-
come here statutorily, and I have a bipartisan support for this leg-
islation. I would ask, Would you work with me to reverse this dis-
astrous decision that we have seen from the Ninth Circuit?

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, if confirmed, I would welcome the oppor-
tunity to work with you. I have seen your legislation, proposed leg-
islation. I agree with it wholeheartedly. I think at some point, you
have got to say the end is the end, and rather than stopping things
that have been agreed to with continuing legislation—or litigation,
rather, is just unproductive and creates what you talked about by
unproductive and unmanaged forests. At some point, we have got
to say, “That is it. We have done that. We have made a decision,
and we are moving forward.”

Many of your colleagues already have NEPA-approved projects
that we have not gotten to yet. That is a top priority, but then to
continue to move forward.

I am hopeful, Senator, that as we demonstrate good stewardship
and good management of the U.S. forests, the litigators on the
other side will see this is good, this is productive, forests are re-
newable, they are healthy, they are better. They are better for ev-
eryone when they are managed well rather than just to lie out
there and die upon themselves. So, hopefully, we can do that.

Senator DAINES. Well said, Governor. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman ROBERTS. Senator Klobuchar.
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Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Thank you, Governor. I enjoyed our meeting in our office, and as
you know, Minnesota is fifth in the country for agriculture. We dis-
cussed the differences, which you are well aware of, of the South-
ern and Midwestern agriculture.

Some things in common, one of them may be birds. As you know,
we were hit by the avian flu hard in the Midwest and around the
country. As a result, almost 9 million birds died, causing economic
losses of $650 million. Given the recent detections in Tennessee,
Alabama, and Wisconsin, are you prepared to respond immediately
to prevent the possible spread of the disease, if and when you are
confirmed as Secretary?

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly, Senator. As you know, the poultry pro-
duction of this country is amazing. The whole ecosystem that has
been developed around that protein, being able to export world-
wide, whether it is eggs or poultry protein, is critical. I am very
proud of the work that I have seen that the USDA has done in
Tennessee in their very quick confinement and working cooperation
with both States of Alabama and Tennessee, and I think the hard-
working people in that animal health area have done a wonderful
job. I think they learned a lot from the 2015 outbreak, where we
might have been a little slow there. They got on this very quickly,
and we are praying that that is confined. So, certainly, we cannot
afford an industry such as our poultry industry and any sector to
be affected by the damages of a very severe high-pathogen avian
influenza.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. But what if the proposed 21 percent cut to
USDA went through? Do you think this could still be the priority
that it is? How would you manage it if it comes?

Mr. PERDUE. Well, I am hoping that we can work with you and
the appropriators. We understand what the President’s proposal is,
but I hope that you all will help in looking at the keepers of the
purse.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. A different amount of money, thank you;
that is a good answer.

I am the lead sponsor of this Senate bill to end the embargo with
Cuba, and how would you respond to farmers who are concerned
about the administration cutting off opportunities for American
business in Cuba or somehow changing President Obama’s execu-
tive order? I mean, we would like to go further, of course, and pass
legislation, but we are where we are right now.

Mr. PERDUE. Again, I have answered earlier that I think if we
can get the private financing done there—and there are some pro-
posals already to do that—I think American agriculture, both in
the Upper Plains and the Gulf Coast and the East Coast have a
wonderful opportunity. That is a country that is hungry.

I led a delegation there in 2010 from Georgia, and they wanted
our product. They just could not afford it and pay for it there based
on the financial crisis that they were in. So, hopefully, we can miti-
gate that.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. I know Senator Thune asked you about the
RFS, and will you work to advocate for a strong renewable fuel
standard during interagency review with some of your other Secre-
taries?
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Mr. PERDUE. I will.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Okay. That is a great answer too.

The dairy program, what would you do as Secretary to ensure
the resources needed are available for the Margin Protection Pro-
gram to be a meaningful safety net for dairy farmers?

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you, Senator. I think we have—I have heard
some recent ideas recently that, hopefully, will even enhance that
Margin Protection Program with a risk management program for
immediate relief as well as possible solutions for the 2018 Farm
Bill. The volatility of the prices that we have seen in dairy are just
unsustainable, and you have got not only family dairy farms, but
large dairy farms that are just unprofitable. Many of them do not
have the equity to continue in that area, and it will change their
whole lives.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you very much.

Senator Daines was just discussing forestry with you. In the
2014 Farm Bill, I worked on expanding the Good Neighbor Author-
ity that gives the Forest Service additional flexibility to work with
willing state and private landowners to implement forest manage-
ment practices. Will you commit to ensuring the Good Neighbor
Authority and other tools to improve forest health from the 2014
Farm Bill are fully implemented and emphasized as we continue
to work on the next Farm Bill?

Mr. PERDUE. I love that name, “Good Neighbor,” and that is
what I hope that we can become. I think, again, where the U.S.
Forest Service becomes a welcome part of the community in dwell-
ing there and working with the private citizens there, not only for
jobs, but for good forest management and just literally being good
neighbors, there is not a better way to say that.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you.

Lastly, I am the Co-Chair of the Senate Broadband Caucus, and
I also am on the Commerce Committee. You and I talked briefly
in my office about the importance of broadband in rural areas. Do
you want to just end with that and what you would like to see
there coming out of USDA?

Mr. PERDUE. I would love to see it, get it done all across this
country. With the infrastructure proposal, we are going to have a
seat at the table there. The White House has already asked USDA
for their ideas about that. That is number one

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you.

Mr. PERDUE. —as well as water resources as well.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Okay, very good.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Thank you very much, Governor.

Chairman ROBERTS. Senator Hoeven.

Senator HOEVEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Governor Perdue, it is great to see you. I want to welcome you
and Mary and your beautiful family.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Senator HOEVEN. Thanks for being here and for your willingness
to serve.

I chair the Ag Appropriations Committee, and so I want to ex-
press my appreciation for Senator Klobuchar’s question, and even
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more, I want to express my appreciation for your answer. I look
forward to working with you on that very important issue.

Also, one of our former colleagues, Senator Mike Johanns, as you
know, was an outstanding Secretary of Agriculture, and he visited
North Dakota on several occasions. I want to ask if, in fact, you
would be good enough to show up and visit our farmers and ranch-
ers in North Dakota who do a fantastic job and would love to see
you.

Mr. PERDUE. What is the record, Senator?

Senator HOEVEN. You know, I do not know, but I know Johanns
was there multiple occasions, and you cannot let him show you up.
So I need a commitment that you are coming.

Mr. PERDUE. I look forward to surpassing my mentor.

Senator HOEVEN. I appreciate it.

Can you build the coalition we need to build North, South, and
Midwest to pass a strong Farm Bill that really works for our pro-
ducers?

Mr. PERDUE. I believe we can. I think in working with you all
and you working on behalf of your constituents, I think that we
can.

I think there was a great progress made in the 2014 Farm Bill.
We know that we have got a couple of areas that felt left out, and
we talked about those today. I think that we can get ahead of that.
It is even more critical today in the light of commodity prices and
where they are that we get a safety net not only for our producers,
but also our consumers in going forward. So that is a challenge 1
look forward to, Senator, if I am confirmed, to work with you all
and providing the resources and enabling you all to get a Farm Bill
that will be embraced by American agriculture.

Senator HOEVEN. But you agree it takes that North, South, Mid-
west coalition to get it done?

Mr. PERDUE. Oh, absolutely, as well as our nutrition people as
well.

Senator HOEVEN. Do you also agree that it is the heart and the
soul—and you kind of were going here in your answer, but the
heart and soul of risk management comes down to that counter-
cyclical safety net, building on ARC and PLC, and then making
sure we strongly, strongly support crop insurance as a risk man-
agement tool. Do you agree with that, and do you see that as the
heart and soul of risk management for our——

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly. Absolutely. A well-run, well-managed,
well-designed, well-administered program in that, I think, gives
farmers a lot of confidence.

Senator HOEVEN. Then talk a little bit about the importance of
ag research. We have talked about the importance of trade, and I
absolutely agree with that, but ag research is making such a dif-
ference in the crops we can grow, disease resistance, our yields,
which lead to profitability. Talk a little bit about your willingness—
and this goes back to the budget issue as well, but talk about your
commitment to ag research.

Mr. PERDUE. You know, it is interesting. We talk a lot about
high-tech manufacturing. I would submit to the President and any-
one that our agricultural sector has been the highest-tech manufac-
turing industry we have had in this country for several years. The
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phenomenal growth in productivity with less inputs and less water
and better management, better soil preservation is actually phe-
nomenal. It is really—it is really wonderful, and the basis of that,
as you said, is not only good basic research in our land-grant uni-
versities and others, but the transmission of that information
through our extension service as well.

Senator HOEVEN. Are you committed and willing to support the
sugar program?

Mr. PERDUE. I have, as I mentioned earlier, and certainly, I
think you all have done a great job in the past in the sugar pro-
gram, and for those who grow the beets as well as the cane, I think
you all—they have come together with a pretty unified front.

Senator HOEVEN. Talk about trade. I mean, it looks to me like
we are in kind of a new era on how we are going to do trade. Clear-
ly, the administration likes bilateral agreements over the larger
group agreements, which can work, but really important that we
continue to press the trade issue. How do you go about doing that
as Ag Secretary leading the world of agriculture?

Mr. PERDUE. I think speedily, I think, because our farmers can-
not——

Senator HOEVEN. Right.

Mr. PERDUE. —cannot wait very long. The TPP had been around
for a while and negotiated, but the bilateral will take time, and we
just need to get about the business of selling U.S. products.

So, if confirmed, my first stop is going to be at Mr. Lighthizer’s
office door. We have already discussed some of this, and he indi-
cated to me that 80 percent of what he had heard had been about
agriculture. So I thought that was good news, and we just got to
get on it.

Senator HOEVEN. I think, obviously, with your background is so
strong in agriculture across the board, but clearly, your background
and your knowledge of trade, it is going to be very important that
you are a lead player in negotiating those agreements.

Mr. PERDUE. We hope to be, Senator.

Senator HOEVEN. Great to see you. Thanks for being here——

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Senator HOEVEN. —and for your willingness to serve.

Chairman ROBERTS. I remember well, back in 1918, when Sen-
ator Joseph France became a member of the Committee. He was
a good man, very willing and able to work with. Ninety-nine years
later, we have the benefit of Senator Van Hollen coming from
Maryland to join us on the Agriculture Committee. Welcome, sir.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you
for noting that. I am very proud of the fact that I am the first
Maryland Senator to serve on this Committee since back in 1922,
I believe, if our math is correct.

Chairman ROBERTS. That is when he ended his service. He began
in 1918.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Governor, it is great to see you——

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. —and I enjoyed our conversation as well.
I want to pick up on one of the things we talked about, which is
the Chesapeake Bay

Mr. PERDUE. Yes.
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Senator VAN HOLLEN. —which is a national treasure. It is also
vital to the economy in the State of Maryland, having a healthy
and clean bay, both for the watermen, the people who get the boun-
ty of the bay, the oystermen, and the crabs, which many people
around the country enjoy, to our tourism industry, where people
from around the country come to the bay because of its beauty, and
the boating industry. What we have worked in Maryland to do is
work closely with our farmers to make sure that we have a vibrant
farming industry on the Eastern Shore of Maryland along with a
healthy bay, and so the conservation programs are very important
to our state and the bay states, as many others.

In the 2008 Farm Bill, I worked very closely with our Ranking
Member and others to create a Chesapeake Bay conservation pro-
gram, and that became very popular. Other states with water bod-
ies were understandably interested. It became the Regional Con-
servation Partnership Program, and our conservation efforts also
rely on the EQIP program and the Conservation Reserve Program.

My question to you is, Do you agree that these are important
programs that we have got in place that we need to continue?

Mr. PERDUE. Senator, I certainly agree because we cannot con-
tinue the progress that has been made in the Chesapeake Bay, and
you have articulated what a vital resource nationally it is and cer-
tainly for the people who live in that watershed and around the
body of water for so many reasons. But I do not believe we can con-
tinue the progress that has been made, much to the credit of farm-
ers, agribusinesses, and others who have acknowledged that the
runoff of nitrogen and phosphorous has damaged that. Hopefully,
we could continue by, again, the education and the national—
NRCS there, that we could continue that program. So I certainly
hope that we will be able to and even increase and continue the
progress.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. I appreciate that, and as you indicate, we
have worked on a very cooperative relationship with the farmers in
connection with this particular program, and as stewards of the
land, it is very important that we have a good working and cooper-
ative relationship, which we have had.

I do just want to say, as a number of Senators have raised the
issue of the proposed budget cuts to the rural water and waste dis-
posal, the loan grant program. I listened carefully when the Chair-
man of our Committee said that the President proposes and the
Congress disposes, and it is great to have the Chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee as well as the Chairman of the Sub-
committee Appropriations for Agriculture. So we are going to, hope-
fully, work to make sure we address those issues.

I can tell you 15 of Maryland’s 24 counties would be in really
tough positions if they do not get the benefit of those loans.

I also say I look forward to working with the Chairman of the
Appropriations Committee on the EPA budget. The Trump admin-
istration proposal wipes out the EPA’s Chesapeake Bay program,
which has had bipartisan support in our State of Maryland, so I
do want to flag that issue.

Senator Donnelly and others talked about the crop insurance and
dealing with risk. In Maryland, most of our farms are small-and
medium-size farms, and especially with respect to specialty crops,
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some of the way the crop insurance is currently designed does not
fully meet their needs. So I just want to hear from you a willing-
ness to talk and explore ways where we could modify some of those
provisions to make sure we address the needs of some of the small-
er, medium-size farms.

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly.

By the way, congratulations on your desire to be on this Com-
mittee. I think Maryland—many people do not understand the
value of agriculture to Maryland, but it is significant in that way,
and your smaller farms particularly. The 2014 Farm Bill recog-
nized the need for crop insurance and specialty crops in many
ways. I think that was a great beginning. Can we go further? I be-
lieve absolutely. If we look at how we can—what we learned from
the 2014 Farm Bill, how we can continue to enhance that, and to
make small or specialty crops of particularly smaller farmers a via-
ble alternative for them.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. All right.

Finally, on the food and nutrition programs, I just want to add
my voice to our Senators who have said how important that is to
our states.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, if I could just say that we have in Mary-
land an 1890 land-grant HBCU, University of Maryland Eastern
Shore, that is doing innovative work. You know that our HBCUs
have faced significant challenges, including maintenance funds and
others, and I know you have worked on this issue. I would just like
to get your commitment to follow up in a conversation to try and
address the issue of strengthening the 1890 HBCUs.

Mr. PERDUE. I would welcome that. We obviously have those in
Georgia as well, and I think I was pleased to see our President wel-
come them as well and commit, to make commitments about those
areas. So I look forward to working with you directly regarding
your specific HBCU.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. We have a particular challenge and issue
with one of our HBCU, 1890.

Mr. PERDUE. Okay.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. So thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman ROBERTS. Senator Brown.

Senator BROWN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome, Gov-
ernor.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you.

Senator BROWN. Nice to see you again, thank you.

My colleagues do not know, but during the Secretary-designee’s
time in the Air Force, Governor Perdue spent time at Lockbourne
Air Force Base in Columbus, Ohio, now Rickenbacker. I am glad
t){ou }vlvill always put Ohio second, right after Georgia, so thank you
or that.

Senator Van Hollen had a couple of points I want to reemphasize
and then TI'll go to a good handful of questions. One is the impor-
tance of the Chesapeake Bay. A lot of those same exact issues
apply to the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. The President has
proposed to cut it by 100 percent, which is just ludicrous.

Senator Portman and myself and Senator Stabenow, all of us in
the Great Lakes states—the irony, it was the Great Lakes states
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that really won him the election, and we have—I am old enough
to remember—Senator Stabenow is not old enough, but I am old
enough to remember what the Great Lakes looked like when I was
a kid. It is one of the great accomplishments of government and
communities and the Federal Government especially to clean this
up, and we cannot backslide. So I would emphasize the importance
of Great Lakes cleanup.

The Chesapeake Bay is pretty important. The Great Lakes,
though, are the largest collection of fresh water in the world.
Chesapeake Bay is not even fresh water, so anyway——

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Can I object to that?

Senator BROWN. You can object.

But he is a new member. He does not get to object.

[Laughter.]

Senator BROWN. Also, I want to emphasize and thank Chairman
Roberts, his comments about ag and nutrition and the Farm Bill
holding it together when there is always pressures to divide it. I
know that the Governor has supported that too, but thank you,
Chairman Roberts, for your statements about that and the state-
ments of Senator Van Hollen on the Historically Black Colleges
and Universities. It is really, really important, and I wanted—Cen-
tral State is an 1890 in my state, so this is particularly important
to me. I know you have worked with Georgia’s HBCU as governor,
and that Fort Valley State University in your home state is an
1890 land grant.

Thoughts? If you would give us, real briefly, because we are run-
ning out of time and a vote is coming, what specifically are your
thoughts and ideas on the next steps you plan to take in support
of these universities?

Mr. PERDUE. Again, I was pleased to hear the President welcome
them and commit to do that. As you—I think you referred to Fort
Valley State. They are in our adjacent county, and we know the
work that they do as a land-grant university and unique niche pro-
grams there in the state. I look forward—they have got a value to
serve, and I look forward to helping them with the research, pro-
viding—asking them for particular research projects with USDA
that has the opportunity to do that, give them an opportunity to
compete in those areas, and to listen and learn from them as well
as they can provide good information for us in areas in which they
operate.

Senator BROWN. I appreciate your sensitivity to the Historically
Black Colleges, unlike your soon-to-be colleague in the Cabinet who
said that they were about choice or something when it came to
black colleges. It was a rather peculiar statement, but that is not
you.

Senator Donnelly mentioned opioids. My state has more opioid
deaths than any other state in the country. The repeal of the Af-
fordable Care Act, there are 200,000—right now 200,000 Ohioans
that are getting opioid addiction treatment that are on the Afford-
able Care Act. I know that is not your issue exactly, although it
is your party’s issue and the President’s issue. I just ask if some-
thing happens and that insurance is taken away, as it would be
with the House bill, for all those people that have opioid addictions
and are getting treatment, I would ask you if you would go back
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to OMB and the White House to protect funding used in the battle
against opioid addiction in rural Ohio and rural America.

Mr. PERDUE. Yeah. I am not sure you were here when I had a
great—when I mentioned the great conversation I had with Sec-
retary Vilsack. He was very proud of the input the USDA had in
the—on the sad opioid, and the sad thing about that, as you well
know, Senator, much of this is in rural areas of despair, so I will—
I will absolutely be an advocate of that for the betterment. Obvi-
ously, USDA does not have the basic capacity to supplant every-
thing in health care, but it does have an opportunity to help in that
regard. I would welcome doing that.

Senator BROWN. That again is why my Republican governor and
my colleague in the Senate, Senator Portman, have both expressed
great concern about the Affordable Care Act and what would hap-
pen to Medicaid. 700,000 Ohioans are on Medicaid expansion, and
those are—it is pretty amazing to me that a bunch of us in this
body who get government-supported insurance, whose taxpayers
subsidize our health insurance, that people in this body and the
other house want to take away insurance for a whole lot of low-in-
come, working people. Those are the Medicaid expansion people,
and I just needed to say that because it is such a big part of the
opioid picture.

Last issue—and I know you are getting impatient, Mr. Chair-
man, but thank you. I worked with Senator Thune in on the last
Farm Bill on the Ag Risk Coverage program. I mentioned that in
our meeting, the ARC. The program protects against unforeseen
declines when either prices are low or production is low because of
unforeseen circumstances, it ensures that farmers have a safety
net. The administration’s budget proposal included sharp cuts to
the National Ag Statistics Service, which raises real questions
about USDA having the resources necessary to collect the inde-
pendent unbiased price and yield data so that ARC, A-R-C, can ac-
tually be implemented with the proper information. One in seven
jobs in my state depends on agriculture.

That is why I am on this Committee. I need to know that farm-
ers can depend on you. I know that your specialty is not the same
agriculture as most of the agriculture in the Ranking Member’s,
and my home states. I understand; I accept that. But I just want
to know that you will work with us and use your authority to make
sure that, A: we can find ways to carry out ARC, the Ag Risk Cov-
erage program, and that B: you can help us provide short-term as-
sistance for dairy farmers. I heard you mention them briefly, and
I just need assurance on both of those issues.

Mr. PERDUE. Certainly. Let me just take the second one last. We
have affirmed assistance on the dairy risk management, but farm-
ers have to rely on the credibility of good independent data through
the NASS to provide that, that information, because the ARC and
the PLC program both depend on it. That is the independent
source that is trusted worldwide, supply and demand and different
things that move markets, so that is a critical, critical part of
USDA, and I certainly will support that to the best of my ability.

Senator BROWN. Thank you. Governor, you can tell your children
and grandchildren that your confirmation hearing was in the Ken-
nedy Caucus Room, where the Titanic hearings were, the Water-
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gate hearings, the markup of the Affordable Care Act—what else
happened?—the McCarthy hearings in the 1950s. All were in this
room. So if your children and grandchildren are here, now you
know, and if they are not here, tell them. All right?

Mr. PERDUE. I think you just told them, Senator.

Senator BROWN. I think so. Thank you.

Chairman ROBERTS. Senator Stabenow.

Senator STABENOW. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I just want to indicate—I know we have a vote coming, and that
you are about to wrap up. I do have additional questions that I will
submit for the record, as well as the letter that I referenced earlier
regarding dairy. I would like those to be placed into the record.
Thank you very much.

Chairman ROBERTS. All members should understand they can
submit letters for the record.

[The following information can be found on page 104 in the ap-
pendix.]

Chairman ROBERTS. I do want to mention the fact that the Com-
mittee has received a number of letters in support of your nomina-
tion, including one from nearly 700—700 organizations across the
agriculture and food value chain, as well as one from six former
U.S. Secretaries of Agriculture representing both Republican and
Democrat Presidents.

Governor Perdue, thank you for your willingness to be considered
for service to agriculture and rural America as Secretary of Agri-
culture. This Committee has a history of working in a bipartisan
fashion, as this hearing has demonstrated, as opposed to others
that have been going on in the Senate while crafting legislation
and considering nominations, and we will move as quickly as pos-
sible to consider your nomination. As you know, we will not be vot-
ing on your nomination today, but we will work to schedule a busi-
ness meeting ASAP for a Committee vote.

Again, I ask members to submit any additional questions you
may have for the record by five o’clock tomorrow, Friday, March 24.
In addition, the record will remain open for 5 business days for
members so submit a statement or additional materials.

Thank you to everyone for your time today. Young man with a
red tie, who seems to be anxious to leave——

Senator STABENOW. We have got two red ties here.

Chairman ROBERTS. —we gotcha, man.

[Laughter.]

Chairman ROBERTS. We are adjourned.

Mr. PERDUE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[Whereupon, at 12:22 p.m., the Committee was adjourned.]
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Testimony of Governor Sonny Perdue
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Nominee
before the
United States Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
March 23, 2017

Good Morning Chairman Roberts, Ranking Member Stabenow, and distinguished
Members of the Committee. It is an honor to be with you today as the President’s
nominee to serve as our nation’s 31st Secretary of Agriculture. I know from
visiting with you in your offices, there was some anxiety over whether there would
be a Secretary of Agriculture nominee, but I must say with all humility I can

muster, I think the president saved the best for last.

I’d like to thank each of you for making time to meet individually with me over the
last few weeks to discuss the current state of our agricultural community and the
issues we will face in the future. T hope and trust that these meetings will not just
be introductory episodes, but ongoing opportunities to listen and learn from one
another. And, I’d also like to thank each of you for the opportunity to be here today
to answer all your questions as you consider my nomination and carry out the

Senate’s very important constitutional role in this confirmation process.

I think it is altogether fitting and proper that this Committee convenes this hearing
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during the same week we celebrate National Agriculture Week. I hope that, by
working together, we can continue our nation’s agricultural preeminence, building
the innovative progress of years gone by and growing to meet the needs and

demands of customers and consumers here in America and around the world.

However, before T continue and address my priorities, I would like to take a
moment and introduce my family members who are here with me today. I'm
accompanied by my lovely wife, Mary. I had no idea, when we married 44 years
ago, [ was marrying such a prolific grandmother. As you can see, seated with Mary
are our four children, their spouses, and 12 of our 14 grandchildren, all of whom
are more familiar with my being called Big buddy, rather than any other titles I've
had. T’m also pleased and frankly humbled, after seven years, to have over 40 of
my former staff present, who labored side-by-side with me in serving the state and

the people of Georgia.

You've all read my bio and poured over my personal and professional history, but

if you’ll indulge me, I’d like to tell you a little bit about myself.

As a youngster growing up on a dairy and diversified row crop farm in a rural area
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of Georgia I never fully realized that the blessings of purposeful, meaningful work
would serve me as well as they have in life. When 1 was a young boy feeding the
calves and plowing the fields, I was an integral part of the workforce there on my

father’s farm.

My mother was an English teacher for 42 years, so I benefitted from her teachings
as well ... not just by her raising me with the beliefs I hold so dear to my heart, but

being an English teacher, she even made sure I knew all about dangling participles.

It was a great life. I had a blessed upbringing with wonderful memories. My
favorite hobbies as a youngster were training bird dogs, riding my horse Trigger,
and playing Little League baseball. Even as a youngster,  was determined and
goal-oriented. Early on, I set my heart on becoming a veterinarian, so, after high
school, I enrolled at the University of Georgia, where I also walked on to play
football for the UGA Bulldogs. Play is probably not the operative word, but I was
on the team! Realizing that my future was not on the football field, T decided to

apply myself to my studies.

As I entered Veterinary school in 1967, Viet Nam was roiling, so [ signed up for an
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early commissioning program in the U.S. Air Force. As 1 finished my veterinary
education in 1971, I began to fulfil the active duty service to which I had agreed. |
was assigned to Columbus, Ohio as a base veterinarian, whose primary

responsibilities were food safety, public health, and sanitation.

Following completion of my active duty commitment, I joined a small veterinary
practice in Raleigh, North Carolina. I soon realized, even though our practice was
thriving, that I missed the farm and my former agricultural way of life. So, in 1976,
Mary and I and our two small girls moved back home where I partnered with my
brother-in-law to build a grain elevator in my home county, which didn’t yet have

one. Sadly, he passed away in January of 1980 at the age of 43.

I’ve been in agribusiness since 1977. I am the founder and operator of three
agribusiness and transportation firms serving farmers across the Southeastern

United States.

Farming and farmers have been my life ever since. I have lived and breathed the
exhilaration of a great crop and the despair and devastation of a drought. T learned

by experience what my father had told me as a child, “If you take care of the land,
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the land will take care of-you”.

Let’s fast forward to what you’re probably more interested in, my years as a public
servant. | want to be clear. Growing up, I wasn’t one of those 16-year-olds who
shook the hand of a president and was inspired to run for office. I was always
tuned into current events, but I had no early interest in elected politics. T did
understand we all have civic rent, so [ agreed to chair our local planning and

zoning commission.

After 10 years, a State Senate seat became open and I was asked to run for the seat.
I initially declined but a pre-planned family trip to Williamsburg, Virginia changed

my mind after observing the founder’s goals of citizen engagement.

In 1990, the people of District 18 elected me to serve as a member of the Georgia
State Senate. I served for 11 years and during my tenure, was elected by my
colleagues to be Senate President pro Tem, the pinnacle of leadership in that body,
from 1996 until 1998. You’ve probably heard, and it’s interesting to note, that [

served both as a Democrat and as a Republican while in the Georgia State Senate.
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In 2002, I was elected the first Republican Governor of Georgia in more than 130
years. | assumed that office, believing that it was a big job, not a position. Our
team worked diligently for eight years, striving to make Georgia the best managed
state in the nation. As you remember, the period from 2003 to 2011, were not the
best economic times for our nation. But, we leared, with the help of a joyful state
workforce, we could continue to provide value to the citizens of Georgia, even in

times of extreme budget pressures.

Even though Georgia may not compare to some of your states in some agricultural
sectors, I am still proud to come from a state whose number one economic driver is
agriculture. In Georgia, agriculture is one area where Democrats and Republicans

consistently reached across the aisle and work together.

It’s important to note that the makeup of this Comumittee speaks directly to the size,
reach and diversity of America’s agricultural sector and that reaching across the
aisle 1s common practice within this Committee, where partisanship doesn’t get in
the way of good solutions for American farmers, ranchers, and consumers. And to
that end, if confirmed as the Secretary of Agriculture, I look forward to working

with you ... each of you ... to find solutions to the challenges confronting
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American Agriculture.

Though T have a lifetime of experience with farming and agribusiness, I appreciate
that the Department of Agriculture touches the lives of all Americans in many
ways that go beyond farming itself, including, in a small way, improving the lives

of the “least of these”.

As I answer your questions today, know that [ approach this opportunity as I did
when I was Governor. This s a big job with enormous responsibility, not just a
position. Whether it’s communicating a vision for USDA, managing competing
policy priorities within the Department and Agencies, or influencing the Farm Bill
or budget discussions, I will dedicate my time as I said to each of you in our

personal meetings ... through open, honest, and efficient communication.

If T am honored with Senate confirmation, I will work tirelessly to advance four
primary goals. And each of those goals is focused on an important constituency,

the stakeholders of American agriculture.

First, I will maximize the ability of the men and women of America’s agriculture
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and agribusiness sector to create jobs ... to produce and sell the foods and fiber that
feed and clothe the world ... and to reap the carned reward of their labor. We want

to remove every obstacle, and give them every opportunity to prosper.

Second, for the American taxpayers — our customers — [ will prioritize customer
service every day. They expect, and have every right to demand, that we conduct

the people’s business efficiently, effectively, and with the utmost integrity.

Third, as our taxpayers are also consumers, they expect a safe and secure food
supply and USDA will continue to serve in the critical role of ensuring the food we
put on the table to feed our families meets the strict safety standards we’ve

established.

I will never forget that we’re the fortunate beneficiaries of past generations, who
put a premium on smart stewardship, protecting, preserving, and entrusting us with

those valuable resources.

And fourth ... American agricultural bounty comes directly from the land. And

today, those land resources sustain more than 320 million Americans and countless
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millions more around the globe. My father’s words still ring in my ears, “Son, if
you take care of the land, it will take care of you. Owned or rented, we’re all

stewards, and our responsibility is to leave it better than we found it”.

Should 1 be confirmed as Secretary of Agriculture, we will safeguard that trust,
maintaining always our responsibility as good stewards. That means supporting
private landowners in their conservation efforts ... and managing the natural
resources entrusted directly to the Department — including our National Forests —
with sharp focus on renewability, sustainability, and most effective use. We will
face the greatest challenges facing the agricultural industry and rural America

while collaborating to make opportunities for the future.

Thank you for your time this morning. Rest assured that, if confirmed, I look
forward to working with you and the dedicated men and women of the USDA who

are committed to serving The People’s Department.

I look forward to answering your questions.
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February 2, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman, Senate Agriculture, Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Nutrition, and Forestry Committee
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

On behalf of the farmers, ranchers, hunters, forest owners, cooperatives, businesses, trade
associations, and all other segments of the agriculture, food and nutrition, landscape, and
conservation community represented by the undersigned, we write to urge your support for the
expeditious confirmation of Sonny Perdue to be Secrctary of Agriculture. We are looking
forward to having his tested leadership and experience at the U.S. Department of Agriculture
{USDA). There have been 30 Secretaries of Agriculture since the job was created in 1889, and
though some were raised on a farm, only two actually lived and worked in agriculture as adults.
If confirmed, Sonny Perdue will be number three.

Gov. Perdue has a proven record of effective governing and dedicated public service. Prior to his
time as governor, he was a member of the Georgia State Senate for 10 years, being clected by his
colleagues to serve a term as Senate President Pro Tem. As the 81 governor of Georgia, elected
in 2002, he enacted meaningful ethics reform and reshaped state government. He engaged
business leaders through the Commission for a New Georgia, and by 2010, Georgia was named
Best Managed State in the Southeast. Governor Perdue served in 2006-2007 as Chairman of the
Republican Governors Association.

Given his background of growing up on a diversified row crop and dairy operation in Central
Georgia, his service in the United States Air Force, and his background in founding three
agribusiness firms supplying services to farmers, Gov. Perdue is eminently qualified to lead
USDA. Gov. Perdue was also a practicing veterinarian, and has a deep understanding of the
issues important to animal agriculture. As the former governor of a state that produces billions of
dollars in food, fiber, specialty crops, nursery crops, dairy products, poultry, and livestock each
year, Gov. Perdue understands the critical role of feeding our country and the world. He is also
keenly aware of the importance of agriculture in powering our nation’s economy, providing jobs
from farm to table. Finally, Gov. Perdue has proved to be a dedicated servant of the concerns of
rural America with a long history of supporting rural infrastructure, agricultural water use
projects, and proper forest management. This experience, along with a personal understanding of
the unigue needs of rural America, will undoubtedly benefit him as head of USDA.

We appreciate your dedicated leadership to the nation’s agricultural community, and look
forward to working with you as Gov. Perdue’s confirmation moves forward.
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Sincerely,

4Earth Farms

A. Duda & Sons, Inc.

Advance Trading Inc.
African-American Farmers of California
Ag Georgia Farm Credit, ACA

Ag South Farm Credit

AgChoice Farm Credit

AgCountry Farm Credit Services, ACA
AgFirst Farm Credit Bank

AgriBank, FCB

Agribusiness Association of lowa
Agribusiness Council of Indiana
Agricultural Council of Arkansas
Agricultural Retailers Association
Agri-Marlk, Inc.

AgStar Financial Services, ACA
Alabama Agribusiness Council
Alabama Cattlemen’s Association
Alabama Farmer's Federation

Alabama Forestry Association
Alabama Nursery & Landscape Association
Alabama Peanut Producers Association
Alaska Farm Bureau

All Fresh GPS

Allen Lund Company LLC

Allenberg Cotton Co.

Almond Alliance of California
AMCOT

American AgCredit

American Agri-Women

American Association of Crop Insurers
American Bakers Association
American Bankers Association
American Beckeeping Federation
American Beverage Association
American Cotton Shippers Association
American Farm Bureau Federation
American Feed Industry Association



American Forest and Paper Association
American Forest Foundation ’
American Forest Resource Council
American Frozen Food Institute
American Mushroom Institute
American National CattleWomen
American Olive Qil Producers Association
American Peanut Council

American Peanut Product Manufacturers, Inc.
American Peanut Shellers Association
American Pistachio Growers

American Pulse Association

American Seed Trade Association
American Sesame Growers Association
American Sheep Industry

American Society of Animal Science
American Soybean Association
American Sugar Alliance

American Sugar Cane League
American Sugarbeet Growers Association
American Veterinary Medical Association
American Wood Council
AmericanHort

Animal Health Institute

Archer Daniels Midland Company
Archery Trade Association

Arena Packaging, LLC.

Arizona Cattle Feeders

Arizona Cotton Ginners Association
Arizona Farm Bureau Federation
Arizona Grain, Inc.

Arkansas Cattlemen’s Association
Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation
Arkansas Forestry Association
Arkansas Rice Council

Arkansas Rice Farmers

Arkansas Rice Federation

Arkansas Rice Growers Association
Arkansas Soybean Association
Associated Milk Producers Inc.
Associated Oregon Loggers, Inc.
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Association of Consulting Foresters
Association of Equipment Manufacturers
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Association of Public and Land-grant Universities
Attebury Grain

Baldor Specialty Foods

Barrett, Easterday, Cunningham & Eselgroth LLP
Bayer

BBC Land, LLC

Beachner Grain, Inc.

Belair Produce, Inc.

BiNational Softwood Lumber Council
Biotechnology Innovation Organization
Black Gold Farms

Black Hills Forest Resource Association
Bongards’ Creameries

Boone and Crockett Club

Bunge North America

Cabbage, Inc.

Caito Foods, LLC.

Caleot

Caledonia Farmers Elevator Co.
California Ag Irrigation Association
California Alfalfa and Forage Association
California Association of Nurseries and Garden Centers
California Association of Wheat Growers
California Bean Shippers Association
California Cattiemen’s Association
California Cherry Export Association
California Citrus Mutual

California Cotton Ginners and Growers Association
California Forestry Association

California Fresh Fruit Association
California Giant, Inc.

California Grain and Feed Association
California Pear Growers Association
California Rice Commission

California Seed Association

California Specialty Crops Council
California State Beckeepers Association
California State Floral Association
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California Strawberry Commission
California Warehouse Association
California Wool Growers Association
Calorie Control Council

Campbell Global, LLC

Canfor Southern Pine

Cape Fear Farm Credit

Cargill, Incorporated

Carolinas Cotton Growers Cooperative
Castellini Group of Companies
Catch-A-Dream Foundation

Catchmark Timber Trust, Inc.

CGB Enterprises, Inc.

Charles M. Farms, LLC

Chemstar Corp.

Choptank Transport, Inc.

Co-Alliance

CoBank

COFCO Agri Ltd.

Colorado Cattlemen’s Association
Colorado Dairy Farmers

Colorado Farm Bureau

Colorado Livestock Association

Colorado Potato Administrative Committee
Colorado Sorghum Producers Association
Colorado Timber Industry Association
Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation
Connecticut Nursery & Landscape Association
Conservation Forestry Partners
Cooperative Milk Producers Association
Corn Refiners Association

Cortland Bulk Milk Producers Cooperative
Cotton Warchouse Association of America
Council to Advance Hunting and the Shooting Sports
Countryside Cooperative

Crop Insurance and Reinsurance Bureau
Crop Insurance Professionals Association
Crop Protection Association of North Carolina
CropLife America

Crunch Pak

Dairy Business Association



Dairy Business Milk Marketing Cooperative
Dairy Farmers of America

Dairy Producers of New Mexico
Dairy Producers of Utah

Dallas Safari Club

Delta Council

Delta Waterfowl

Demeter Lp

Dole Berry Company

Dow AgroSciences

Ducks Unlimited

Due South Investments, LLC
DuPont

Earthbound Farm

Eastern Meat Packers Association
Elanco Animal Health

Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery
Empire State Forest Products Association
Enzyme Technical Association
Equipment Dealers Association
Expera Specialty Solutions

Far West Agribusiness Association
Farm Credit Bank of Texas

Farm Credit Council

Farm Credit East

Farm Credit of Central Florida
Farm Credit of Florida

Farm Credit of Northwest Florida
Farm Credit of the Virginias
Farm Credit Services of America
Farm Credit West

Farm Fresh Direct of America
Farmer Mac

Farmer's Best International L.L.C.
Farmers Elevator of Goodwell
Farmers Grain Terminal, Inc.
FarmFirst Dairy Cooperative
Federal Forest Resource Coalition
FFF Farms

Field Fresh Foods

First District Association
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Florida Cattlemen’s Association
Florida Citrus Mutual

Florida Farm Bureau Federation
Florida Forestry Association

Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association
Florida Nursery, Growers & Landscape Association
Florida Peanut Producers Association
Florida Sugar Cane League

Florida Tomato Exchange

FMC Corporation

Foremost Farms USA

Forest Investment Associates

Forest Landowners Association
Forest Resources Association
Forestry Association of South Carolina
Four Seasons Produce Family of Companies
Freedom Freight & Logistics LP

Frey Farms

Frieda's, Inc.

Frontier Farm Credit

Gavilon

Georgia Agri-Business Council
Georgia Agritourism Association
Georgia Bankers Association

Georgia Cattlemen’s Association
Georgia Cotton Commission

Georgia Farm Bureau Federation
Georgia Forestry Association

Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association
Georgia Green Industry Association
Georgia Milk Producers, Inc.

Georgia Peanut Commission

Georgia Pecan Growers Association
Georgia Pork Producers Association
Georgia Poultry Federation

Georgia Rural Water Association
Georgia Urban Agriculture Council
Georgia Watermelon Association
Georgia/Florida Soybean Association
GeorgiaBev

Giustina Resources
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Global Cold Chain Alliance

Global Forest Partners LP

Grain and Feed Association of Illinois
Green Crow

Green Diamond Resource Company
GreenWood Resources, Inc.

Greenyard USA

Greg Leger Farms, LLC

Grocery Manufacturers Association
Grower-Shipper Association of Central California
GROWMARK

Hancock Natural Resource Group
Hardwood Federation

Hardwood Plywood Veneer Association
Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council

Hearst Forests

Heart of Georgia Peanut and Gin Company
Heeren LLC

Heinzen Manufacturing International
Houston Safari Club

Huber Resource Corporation

Idaho Cattle Association

Idaho Dairymen Association

Idaho Forest Group

Idaho Potato Commission

Idaho Woolgrowers Association

[Hlinois Beef Association

Ilinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association
Hlinois Green Industry Association
Iilinois Soybean Association

Imperial Sugar Company

Independent Bakers Association
Independent Cattlemen's Association of Texas
Indiana Beef Cattle Association

Indiana Corn Growers Association
Indiana Nursery & Landscape Association
Indiana Sheep Association

Indiana Soybean Alliance

Infant Nutrition Council of America
Intermountain Forest Association
International Association of Refrigerated Warehouses



International Dairy Foods Association
International Food Additives Council
Intertribal Agriculture Council

lowa Cattlemen’s Association

Iowa Farm Bureau Federation

lowa Soybean Association

J&J Family of Farms

1.D. Heiskell & Co.

J.M. Longyear

JAB Produce

Jamestown Timberlands

JBS USA

Kansas Agribusiness Retailers Association
Kansas Cotton Association

Kansas Farm Bureau

Kansas Grain and Feed Association
Kansas Grain Sorghum Producers Association
Kansas Livestock Association

Kansas Sheep Association

Kansas Soybean Association

Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association
Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation
Kentucky Forest Industries Association
Kentucky Soybean Association
Keweenaw Land Association, LTD
Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturer's Association
KiVAR Chemical Technologies
Lakeside Produce Distribution, Inc.
Land Improvement Contractors of America
Land O'Lakes Inc.

Landmark Services Cooperative

Landus Cooperative

Leger & Son, Inc.

Lewis Taylor Farms

Linn & Associates

Livestock Marketing Association

Lone Rock Resources

Lone Star Milk Producers

Lotscher Agri Service Inc.

Louis Dreyfus Company, North America
Louisiana Cotton & Grain Association
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Louisiana Farm Burcau Federation

Louisiana Farm Bureau Rice Advisory Committee
Louisiana Forestry Association

Louisiana Independent Rice Producers Association
Louisiana Rice Growers Association

Louisiana Rice Mill

Louisiana Rice Producers' Group

Maine Arborist Association

Maine Forest Products Council

Maine Landscape & Nursery Association

Mann Packing Company, Inc.

Maryland & Virginia Milk Producers Cooperative Association
Maryland Nursery, Landscape, and Greenhouse Association
Massachusetts Association of Dairy Farmers
Massachusetts Forest Alliance

Massachusetts Nursery & Landscape Association, Inc.
Mastronardi Produce

McEntire Produce

Mead Johnson Nutrition

Merrill & Ring

Michael Cutler Company

Michigan Agri-Business Association

Michigan Agricultural Commodities

Michigan Bean Shippers

Michigan Cattlemen’s Association

Michigan Farm Bureau

Michigan Forest Products Couneil

Michigan Milk Producers Association

Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association
Michigan Sheep Producers Association

Michigan Soybean Association
Michigan-California Timber Company LP
Mid-West Dairymen's Company

Milk Producers Council

Minnesota Corn Growers Association

Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation

Minnesota Grain & Feed Association

Minnesota Lamb & Wool Producers Association
Minnesota Nursery & Landscape Association
Minnesota Soybean Association

Minnesota State Cattlemen’s Association
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Mission Produce, Inc.

Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation

Mississippi Peanut Growers Association

Mississippi Rice Council

Mississippi Soybean Association

Missouri Cattlemen’s Association

Missouri Corn Growers Association

Missouri Farm Bureau

Missouri Rice Council

Missouri Soybean Association

Missouri Wine and Grape Board

Molpus Woodlands Group

Monsanto Company

Montana Stockgrowers Association

Montana Wool Growers Association

Mount Joy Farmers Cooperative Association
Mountaire Farms, Inc.

Mouzin Brothers Farms, LLC

Nagel Farm Service

National Alliance of Forest Owners

National Association for the Advancement of Animal Science
National Association of Conservation Districts
National Association of Federal Veterinarians
National Association of Landscape Professionals
National Association of Professional Insurance Agents
National Association of Resource Conservation & Development
Councils

National Association of State and County Office Employees
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture
National Association of State Foresters

National Association of Wheat Growers

National Automatic Merchandising Association
National Barley Growers Association

National Black Growers Council

National Cattlemen's Beef Association

National Chicken Council

National Christmas Tree Association

National Coalition for Food and Agricultural Research
National Confectioners Association

National Corn Growers Association

National Cotton Council
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National Cotton Ginners' Association
National Cottonseed Products Association
National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
National Crop Insurance Services

National Farmers Union

National Grain and Feed Association

National Grocers Association

National Lamb Feeders Association

National Milk Producers Federation

National Qilseed Processors Association
National Onion Association

National Peach Council

National Pest Management Association
National Pork Producers Council

National Potato Council

National Renderers Association

National Restaurant Association

National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
National Shooting Sports Foundation
National Sorghum Producers

National Sunflower Association

National Turkey Federation

National Watermelon Association

National Wild Turkey Federation

National Wooden Pallet and Container Association
National Woodland Owners Association
NatureFresh Farms

Nebraska Agri-Business Association
Nebraska Cattlemen

Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation

Nebraska Grain and Feed Association
Nebraska Soybean Association

Nesei Farmers League

Nestlé USA

Nevada Wool Growers

New England Vegetable & Berry Growers' Association
New Hampshire Farm Bureau Federation
New Hampshire Timberland Owners Association
New Jersey Nursery & Landscape Association
New Mexico Cattlegrowers Association

New Mexico Farm and Livestock Bureau
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New Mexico Sorghum Association

New Mexico Wool Growers Association
New York Farm Bureau

New York Soybean Association

New York State Vegetable Growers Association
Nisei Farmers League

North American Export Grain Association
North American Meat Institute

North American Millers' Association

North American Raspberry & Blackberry Association
North Bay Produce, Inc.

North Carolina Cattlemen’s Association
North Carolina Cotton Producers Association
North Carolina Forestry Association

North Carolina Potato Association

North Carolina Sheep Producers Association
North Carolina Soybean Association

North Dakota Stockman's Association
Northern Seed Trade Association

Northwest Dairy Association

Northwest Farm Credit Services

Northwest Grain Growers, Inc.

Northwest Horticultural Council

Nourse Farms

Nutrition Council of America

Ohio AgriBusiness Association

Ohio Cattlemen’s Association

Ohio Dairy Producers Association

Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

Ohio Nursery & Landscape Association
Oklahoma Agribusiness Retailers Association
Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Association
Oklahoma Grain & Feed Association
Oklahoma Sorghum Association

Oklahoma Soybean Association
Oneida-Madison Milk Producers Cooperative Association
Oregon Association of Nurseries

Oregon Cattlemen’s Association

Oregon Dairy Farmers Association

Oregon Potato Commission

Oregon Sheep Growers Association
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Oregon Small Woodlands Association
Oregon Women in Timber

Oregonians for Food & Shelter
Organic Trade Association

Pacific Coast Fruit Company

Pacific Egg and Poultry Association
Pacific International Marketing
Pandol Bros., Inc.

PennAg industries Association
Pennsylvania Cattlemen’s Association
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
Pennsylvania Forest Products Association
Pennsylvania Landscape & Nursery Association
Pero Family Farms

Pheasants Forever

Pingree Association

Plains Cotton Cooperative Association
Plains Cotton Growers, Inc.

Pollinator Partnership

Polymer Logistics

Pope Resources

Port Blakely Companies

Potandon Produce

Potato Growers of Idaho

Potlach Corporation

Prairie Farms Dairy, Inc.

Premier Milk Inc.

Premier Produce

Pro Citrus Network, Inc.

PRO*ACT, LLC

Produce Marketing Association
Professional Rodeo Cowboy Association
Public Lands Council

Quail Forever

Quality Deer Management Association
Railway Tie Association

Rayonier Inc.

Resource Management Service, LLC
Rice Producers of California

Rio Grande Valley Sugar Growers
Robinson Fresh
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Rocky Mountain Agribusiness Association
Rolling Plains Cotton Growers, Inc.

Safari Club International

San Joaquin Valley Quality Cotton Growers Association
Scioto Cooperative Milk Producers' Association
Seald Sweet

Select Milk Producers, Inc.

Sid Wainer & Son

Sierra Pacific Industries

Smithfield Foods

SNAC International

Society for Range Management

Society of American Florists

Society of American Foresters

Soil and Water Conservation Society

Solutions From the Land

South Carolina Cattlemen’s Association

South Carolina Farm Bureau Federation

South Carolina Peach Council

South Carolina Sheep Industries Association
South Carolina Specialty Crop Growers Association
South Dakota Agri-Business Association

South Dakota Dairy Producers

South Dakota Farm Bureau Federation

South Dakota Grain & Feed Association

South Dakota Soybean Association

South Louisiana Rail Facility

South Texas Cotton & Grain Association
Southeast Milk, Inc.

Southeastern Cotton Ginners Association, Inc.
Southeastern Gin and Peanut

Southeastern Lumber Manufacturers Association
Southern Cotton Ginners Association

Southern Cotton Growers, Inc.

Southern Crop Production Association
Southern Peanut Farmers Federation

Southern Rolling Plains Cotton Growers Association
Southern Specialties

Southwest Council of Agribusiness

Southwest Georgia Farm Credit

Soy Transportation Coalition
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Soyfoods Association of North America
St. Albans Cooperative Creamery, Inc.
Staplcotn

Starker Forests, Inc.

Stewart Grain Co., Inc.

Stimson Lumber Company

Stratford Grain Co.

Strube Celery and Vegetable Co.

Sun World International

Sunburst Farms

Superior Pine Products Company
Sweetener Users Association

Swiss Valley Farms

Syngenta North America

Team Marketing Alliance

Tennessee Cattlemen’s Association
Tennessee Forestry Association
Tennessee Soybean Association

Texas Ag Industries Association

Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association
Texas Cattle Feeders Association

Texas Citrus Mutual

Texas Cotton Ginners' Association
Texas Forestry Association

Texas Grain and Feed Association
Texas International Produce Association
Texas Nursery & Landscape Association
Texas Rice Council

Texas Rice Producers Legislative Group
Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers' Association
Texas Sorghum Producers

Texas Soybean Association

Texas Vegetable Association

The Conservation Fund

The Fertilizer Institute

The Forestland Group

The Langdale Company

The Lyme Timber Company

The Produce Mom LLC

The Sugar Association

The Wenger Group



The Westervelt Company

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
Tillamook County Creamery Association
Timberland Investment Resources, LLC
Torrey Farms, Inc.

TRC Trading Corporation

U.S. Apple Association

U.S. Canola Association

U.S. Cattlemen's Association

U.S. Dairy Export Council

U.S. Dry Bean Council

U.S. Industrial Pellet Association

U.S. Pecan Growers Council

U.S. Poultry & Egg Association

U.S. Premium Beef, LLC

U.S. Rice Producers Association
United Dairymen of Arizona

United Egg Producers

United Fresh Produce Association
United Poultry Growers Association
Upstate Niagara Cooperative, Inc.

US Sweet Potato Council

USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council

USA Poultry & Egg Export Council
USA Rice Federation

Utah Onions, Inc.

Utah Wool Growers Association
Valent USA Corporation

Vermont Woodlands Association
Vidalia Onion Business Council
Village Farms International, Inc.
Virginia Agribusiness Council

Virginia Cattlemen’s Association
Virginia Forestry Association

Virginia Nursery & Landscape Association
Vita Plus

Wada Farms Potatoes

Wagner Forest Management

Warrior MFG LLC

Washington Cattle Feeders Association
Washington Cattlemen’s Association
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Washington Farm Bureau Federation
Washington Forest Protection Association
Western Agricuitural Processors Association
Western Growers

Western Peanut Growers Association
Western Wood Preservers Institute
Westlake Produce Company
Weyerhaeuser Company

Wheeler Brothers Grain Company, LLC
Wild Blueberry Commission of Maine
Wildlife Mississippi

Willacy Co-op

Wisconsin Agri-Business Association
Wisconsin Alliance of Forest Owners
Wisconsin Cattlemen’s Association
Wisconsin Soybean Association
WoodWorks - Wood Products Council
Wyoming Stock Growers Association
Zeeland Farm Services

Zia Milk Producers, Inc.
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ZEN FOCD

STITUTE
February 6, 2017
The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman, Senate Agriculture, Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture,
Nutrition and Forestry Committee Nutrition and Forestry Committee
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

I am writing to you to convey the support of American Frozen Food Institute (AFFI)
for the confirmation of Governor Sonny Perdue to be Secretary of Agriculture. We
ook forward to working with him in his new role at the U.S. Department of
Agriculture,

AFFL is the national trade association that promotes and represents the interests of
all segments of the frozen food industry. AFFI members manufacture and distribute
frozen foods throughout the United States and globally. The frozen food industry is
proud to contribute approximately $56 billion to U.S. GDP and account for 670,000
jobs across 49 states, In addition to our strong role in economic growth, our
members share a commitment to public health and appreciate sensible policies that
reinforce the safety and integrity of the U.S. food supply.

As a former governor and farmer of a state that produces a diverse array of row
crops, livestock, and specialty crops, Governor Perdue understands the critical role
of feeding our country and the globe. He is also acutely aware of the importance of
agribusiness in powering our nation’s economy, providing jobs from farm to freezer
fo table.

The food and beverage industry offers the safest, most abundant and affordable
food in the world and we strive to meet the needs of evolving consumer needs in
the most efficient and economical manner.

We appreciate your leadership serving those in the food and agricultural community
and took forward to working with you as the confirmation process for Governor
Perdue moves forward.

Thanks for your time and consideration,

Sincerely,

Winfrsr

Alison Bodor
President & CEQ

www.affl.org
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AMERICAN
HORSE COUNCIL

March 20, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts

Chatrman

Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee
328A Russell Senate Office Building

‘Washington, DC, 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts:

The American Horse Council (AHC) supports the nomination by President Trump of
Governor Sonny Perdue of Georgia to serve as United States Secretary of the Agriculture.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) plays a critical role in protecting and
promoting the American horse industry.

The AHC is a Washington-based association that represents individual members and over
130 equine organizations before Congress and the federal regulatory agencies. AHC
member organizations include breed registries, national and state equine associations,
state horse councils, recreational associations, and organizations representing race tracks,
horsemen, horse shows, veterinarians, farriers, rodeos, and other equine-related
stakeholders.  The AHC also includes individual horse owners and breeders,
veterinarians, farriers, trainers, professional, amateur, and recreational riders, and
commercial suppliers. Individually, and through our organizational members, the AHC
represents hundreds of thousands of horse owners and others involved in all sectors of the
horse industry.

The horse industry, in all its segments of racing, showing, recreation and work horses,
involves 9.2 million horses, nearly 2 million horse owners, has a $102 billion impact on
the U.S. economy and supports 1.4 million full-time jobs. It involves agriculture, sport,
entertainment, gaming, recreation, and work horses, all built on the breeding, training, use
and enjoyment of horses and horse activities, The horse show industry by itself involves
2.7 million horses, has a $28.7 billion econoric impact and supports 380,416 jobs.

We hope to work with Governor Perdue on several priorities important to the horse
industry including, the USDA Animal Plant Health Iuspection Service (APHIS) equine
health program, finalizing new Horse Protection Act regulations, and implementation of
the National Forest Service Trail Stewardship Act.

The health of America’s horses and economic welfare of the American horse industry are
closely tied to the ability of the USDA to respond contagious equine disease outbreaks.

1616 H Street NW 7th Floor * Washington DC 20006 - 202-296-4031 - Fax 202-296-1970

uncil.org + Web Address: www.horsecouncilorg
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Furthermore, research and grants provided by the Agricultural Research Service and the
National Institute of Food and Agriculture are vital to the industry. We are very
concerned that proposed cuts to the USDA could threaten its ability to perform these key
functions important to the horse industry. We look forward to working with Governor
Perdue and the Committee to make certain USDA continues to be an important partner of
the horse industry and the entire agricultural community.

We look forward to working with him and the team at USDA to protect and grow the
U.S, horse industry. We hope the Comimittee will confirm Governor Perdue quickly.

Sincerely,
ﬂ,%{.&ig & g{.{@.{“&s&fi’f‘mg’
L B 3
Julie M. Broadway CAE®
President,
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March 20, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts

Chairman, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberls and Ranking Member Stabenow:

On behaff of the members of the American Quarter Horse Association
(AQHA)  would like to express our support for the confirmation of Sonny
Perdue to be confirmed as the Secretary of Agriculture. At our annual
convention this week, we were exitremnely happy o leamn Governor Perdue is
slated for a formal hearing later this weel. We write to urge your support for
the confirmation of Sonny Perdue fo be Secretary of Agriculture,

AQHA and our members have faced a tumultuous decade as we have
weathered a tough economy. However, our membership is resilient and we
are always looking for opportunities for ourselves and our horses to share our
love of our industry with others.

A bright shining light in our industry has been the focus of USDA helping
agricultural producers develop, support and grow international frade
opportunities. The Market Assistance Program and the Foreign Market
Development Program within USDA offer our members the ability to market
Quarter Horses worldwide, As a result we have seen a growing interest in the
American Quarter Horse breed in South America, the European Union and
other locations around the globe,

We look forward to withessing Secretary Nomineg Perdue’s tested leadership
and experience within the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). He has a
long resums of executive experience in and out of government office, and
most importantly he knows the Agriculture industry from a first-person view,
With the recent budget submission proposing over 20% reductions in USDA
programs, the time fo have a confirmed Agriculture Secretary is long overdue.

We won't highlight his entire resume, but of interest to AQHA is that Gov.
Perdue has been a practicing veterinarian and has a deep understanding of
the issues important to animal agriculture.  As the former governor of a state
that produces billions of dollars of agricultural products each year, including
diverse livestock production, Gov. Perdue understands the critical role

PO Box 200, Amarille, Texas 79168 « 1600 Quarter Horse Dirive, Amariflo, Toxas 79104 » 806-376-4811
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agriculture performs both in feeding the world and allowing our members the
joy of breeding, training, riding, showing and developing deep bonds with our
horses.

Gov. Perdue understands the imporiance of agriculture in powering our
nation's economy, Finally; Gov, Perdue has proved to be a dedicated servant
of rural America. This experience, with a parsonal understanding of
America's agriculiure industry, will benefit USDA and our membership. We
appreciate your confinued leadership and focus on the nation’s agricultural
community, and ook we ook forward to working with the Senate Agricutture
Committee as Gov. Perdue’s confirmation moves forward.

Sincerely,

e G

Craig P. Huffhines
AQHA Executive Vice President
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February 15, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Agriculture; Nutrition, and Commitiee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry Forestry

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

RE: Nomination of Sonny Perdue to the Position of Secretary of Agriculture
Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

On behalf of our nation’s veterinarians, who are dedicated to working in our agricultural
communities to promote animal health and welfare and public health, we’re writing to support the
confirmation of Sonny Perdue as Secretary of Agriculture. His experience as a veterinarian, strong
agricultural background, and record of public service indicate he is strongly qualified for this
position.

Governor Perdue has worked extensively with agricultural communities and understands the
importance of agriculture to our national economy. As governor of Georgia, he led a state with a
diversified agricultural economy that produced products including food, fiber, specialty crops,
nursery crops, dairy products, poultry, and livestock. He also has robust experience in agribusiness,
having founded three firms supplying services to farmers,

in addition to these recommendations, Governor Perdue is g veterinarian, This qualification
positions him exceptionally well to lead the U.5. Department of Agriculture {USDA). As foremost
experts in animal health, veterinarians play a vital role in protecting the safety of our food supply
and public health. The work of dedicated veterinarians at the USDA ensures the agency successfully
creates and executes effective policles ~ particularly on issues requiring veterinary expertise, such
as animal health and welifare and public health, Considering these factors, it is judicious to position
a veterinarian at the helm of the USDA.

As advancing technologies and science-based evidence shed light on the increased
interdependence of animal health and human health, veterinary leadership at the USDAis of
growing importance. Issues like food safety, zoonotic disease, and responsible drug use all require
collaboration between veterinary medicine and other scientific, health, and environmental
disciplines. Given Governor Perdue’s veterinary background, his confirmation as Secretary of
Agriculture will offer valuable opportunities for progress on these issues,

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to continuing to work with the Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry and the USDA to promote animal health and
welfare and public health,

1931 N Meacham Rd, Ste 100 | Schaumburg, 1L 80173-4360 | p: 800.248.2862 | www.avma.org
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AVMA

About the AVMA

As one of the oldest and largest veterinary medical organizations, with more than 89,000 member
veterinarians worldwide engaged in a wide variety of professional activities and dedicated to the
art and science of veterinary medicine, the mission of the AVMA is to lead the profession by
advocating for its members and advancing the science and practice of veterinary medicine to
improve animal health and welfare and human health.

Sincerely,
‘ ™ N -
ek M arat D). Dt Dw\.\
T Hened FHiMerpendiian {
Thomas F. Meyer, DVM Janet Donlin, DVM, CAE
President Executive Vice President and CEO

1931 N Meacham Rd, Ste 100 | Schaumburg, 1L 80173-4380 { p: 800.248.2862 | www.avma.org
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Amerivan Sheep Industry Assoclation

January 20, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Chairman, Senate Agriculture Committee Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture Committee
United States Senate United States Senate
‘Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow,

The American Sheep Industry Assoctation advocates for the nation’s 88,000 farro and ranch families
that produce America’s lamb and wool. On behalf of these members and producers, we enthusiastically
write in support of the confirmation of former Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue and urge your support
for his confirmation as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture.

During his term as Governor of the State of Georgia, Gov. Perdue brought common sense and sound
business acumen to state government. His background of service to our country and his educational
background as a practicing veterinarian gives our members and sheep producers throughout the country
confidence he will understand the needs of agriculture and rural America as head of the USDA.

America’s sheep producers continue a strong fradition of supporting wildlife habitat, natural resources
and open space across the country, enabled by careful resource management while grazing our flocks on
private lands and federal grazing allotments, allotments managed in part by the USDA’s Forest Service.
Our members support rural communities, the tax base, and local businesses, all while providing safe
domestic food and fiber. From on the farm and ranch to the retail level, the sheep industry has a total
anmual economic impact of $4.4 billion, and supports nearly 98,000 sheep-industry related jobs.
Unfortunately, this significant economic impact has been threatened by the Forest Service’s poor
decisions to shutdown multi-generation family grazing allotments. Equally concerning is the proposed
abandonment of the nation’s sole sheep research station under the USDA’s Agriculture Research
Service.

We believe, that if confinmed as Secretary of Agriculture, Gov. Perdue will support a vibrant rural
economy. Important components of that rural economy are a robust predator management program
through USDA’s Wildlife Services, support for the critical work carried out through the U.S. Sheep
Experiment Station, strong international animal health safeguards, the reliance on sound seience in
international trade, and true multi-use management of federal lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service.

We appreciate your dedicated leadership to our nation’s agricultural producers. Likewise, we look
forward to supporting Gov. Perdue throughout the confirmation process and working with the United
States Department of Agriculture under his leadership.

Sincerely,

Burton Pfliger  ~
President, American Sheep Industry Association

8785 Maroon Circle, Buite 360 « Englewood, Colorade 80112 = Fax (303) 771-8200 « Telephone (303} 771-3500
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CATHSH FARMERS OF AMERICA
00 HIGHWAY B2 £ SUITE 202

FARM RAISED®
TF ! *‘* INDIANOLA, MISSISSIPPE 38751
{Ho2} BAT-2699 - (602} BAT-GBE7 FAX

catishiammers@balisouthnet

March 7, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and
Forestry Committee Forestry Committee

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 h Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

On behalf of the Catfish Farmers of America {CFA), I write to strongly support
confirmation of Sonny Perdue to be the next Secretary of Agriculture. Gov. Perdue
has the life-long experience in agriculture and administration to provide strong
leadership at USDA.

Gov. Perdue grew up on a dairy and row crop farm in Georgia. He earned his Doctor
of Veterinary Medicine from the University of Georgia College of Veterinary
Medicine and practiced as a veterinarian before founding several agribusiness firms,
working directly with farmers throughout the Southeast. As Governor of Georgia,
Perdue oversaw cne of the Nation's largest and most diverse agricultural
economies.

Through these experiences, Gov. Perdue has gained a tremendous knowledge of
agriculture and the federal policies impacting farmers throughout the Nation. He
has a strong grasp of the issues impacting rural America and has the leadership
capabilities to protect and grow the safest, most affordable food supply in the world.

1t is without reservation that CFA strongly supports the confirmation of Gov. Sonny
Perdue to serve as the next Secretary of Agriculture. Please do not hesitate to call
upon CFA if we may be of further assistance during your consideration of Gov.
Perdue.

Sincerely,

2. Bl 7%@1’2?
Townsend Kyser

President, Catfish Farmers of America
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¢ P.0O. Box 216 Xlamath Falls, OR 97601
Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture {541)-892-6244 www.familyfarmalliance.org

February 15, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts, Chair

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

U.S. Senate Comunittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, & Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC, 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

In anticipation of your upcoming confirmation hearing and on behalf of the Family Farm Alliance
(Alliance}), 1 appreciate the opportunity to strongly endorse Governor Sonny Perdue as Secretary of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

The Alliance is a grassroots organization of family farmers, ranchers, irrigation districts and allied
industries in 16 Western states. The Alliance is focused on one misston: To ensure the availability of
reliable, affordable irrigation water supplies to Western farmers and ranchers. We are also committed
to the fundamental proposition that Western irrigated agriculture must be preserved and protected for a
host of economic, sociclogical, environmental and national security reasons — many of which are often
overlooked in the context of other national policy decisions.

‘We believe Governor Perdue is a strong leader, a person with vision and comumon sense. With his
experience growing up on a diversified row crop and dairy operation in Central Georgia, his years of
service in the United States Air Force, and his background in founding three agribusiness firms
supplying services to farmers, Gov. Perdue is eminently qualified to lead the USDA. It is our hope and
expectation that Gov. Perdue will bring a level of practical experience, empathy for rural producers,
and intelligence into this position that will serve not only the interests of the Trump Administration,
but also farmers and ranchers throughout the Western United States.

As the former governor of a state that boasts an agricultural economy measured in billions of dollars,
Gov. Perdue understands the critical role of feeding our country and the world. He also knows well
how important American farmers are to powering our nation's economy. Importantly, he has a history
of supporting rural infrastructure and agricultural water use that will benefit the Dﬁpartnieni and the
Nation as Secretary of Agriculture.

The Family Farm Alliance respectfully requests your support of Gov. Sonny Perdue’s nomination as
the next Secretary of Agriculture. We know he will serve our Nation well in this important position.

Sincerely,

DDan Keppen
Executive Director
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March 21, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman, Commitiee on Agriculture, Ranking Member, Committee on
Nutrition, & Forestry Agriculture, Nutrition, & Forestry
United States Senate United States Senate

328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Membet Stabenow:

1 am writing to you today to express strong support on behalf of the Food Marketing Institute
{FM1) for former Governor Sonny Perdue’s nomination as Secretary of the Department of
Agriculture.

FMI proudly advocates on behalf of the food retail industry, FMP's U 8. members operate nearly
40,000 retail food stores and 25,000 pharmacies, representing a combined annual sales volume
of almost $770 billion. Through programs in public affairs, food safety, research, education and
industry relations, FMI offers resources and provides valuable benefits to more than 1,225 food
retall and wholesale member companies in the United States and around the world, FMt
membership covers the spectrum of diverse venues where food is sold, including single owner
grocery storss, farge mulli-store supermarket chains and mixed retail stores.

As Governor of Georgia, Sonny Perdue impressed the supermarket industry, bringing a high
tevel of customer service to the state government operations. He was particularly effective in his
work to improve and reform the Georgla WIC program — a program very important to our
mambers and customers ~ under the faderal purview of USDA. Governor Perdue’s leadership
eamed the State of Georgia recognition by the Pew Center on the States and GOVERNING
Magazine as one of the "Best Managed States in America.”

With Governor Perdue’s strong record of leadership and recognition of the importance of the
work of USDA, we would look forward to working with him at the federal level on several critical
issues for the food retall industry, including food safety and implementation of the Food Safety
Modernization Act; implementation of biotech disclosure; renewing the Farm bill; the food
retailer partnership on the efficient distribution of SNAP and WIC benefils; and additional pubtic-
private efforts in reducing food waste.

FMI urges favorable consideration and approval of Governor Perdue’s nomination by your
commitiee and the United States Senate.

Sincerely,
pusdfp e

Jennifer Hatcher
Chief Public Policy Officer and Senior Vice President




February 8, 2017

Chairman Pat Roberts .

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building

‘Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts:

Governor Sonny Perdue has cur full support for Secretary of the United States Departrent of
Agriculture.

Governor Perdue has a long and personal history in agriculture, and his executive leadership as a
Governor over a large agricultural state provides the management and expertise needed to be the
next secretary of agriculture.

Clearly, Governor Perdue would hif the ground running. Farm organizations have lent support fo
Governor Perdue because they know, like we do, that he will prioritize this critical sector of our
nation’s economy that provides for so many families.

Thank you for the opportunity to support Governor Perdue.

Sincerely,
O‘W W@Q T %ﬁ% z}u%
Governor Seott Wal Governor Robert Bentley § - Governor Douglas A. Ducey

Wisconsin Alahama Arizona
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EITRAME
3 ‘ A SMERMAN
INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY
BANKERS of AMERICA®

March 22, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman, . Ranking Member,

Senate Agriculture, Senate Agriculture,

Nutrition, & Forestry Committee Nutrition, & Forestry Commitice
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C, 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

T am writing on behalf of more than 5,800 community bankers represented by the Independent
Community Bankers of America (ICBA) to relay our support for Sonny Perdue as Secretary of
Agriculture, Since the comumittee has now scheduled a hearing on the Secretary nominee this week, we
wrge quick approval by both the Senate Agriculture Commitiee and the full U.S. Senate.

During his confirmation hearing, we are optimistic the committee can re-emphasize the importance of
various farm bill programs as the comumittee has begun hearings on the next farm bill. Especially
important to the thousands of community bankers serving rural America and our nation’s farmers and
ranchers are the crop insurance program, commodity price support programs, and the USDA guaranteed
farm loan and guaranteed business and industry loan programs. In addition, rural development programs
are very important to ensuring rural contmunities have aceess to the private sector capital they need to
maintain and enhance vital services necessary to our rural citizens.

With Governor Purdue’s background in the Georgia State Senate for a decade including serving as Senate
President Pro Tem of that body, his experience as the governor of Georgia and the Chairman of the
Republican Governors Association and his active, ongoing involvement in the agricultural industry, we
believe he has the background to make a great 31 Secretary of Agriculture. We urge the committes and
full Senate to act expeditiously to coufirm Soany Perdue as Secretary of Agriculture,

Thank you for your consideration of our coroments. We look forward to working with Secretary Perdue
and all members of the committee in writing the next farm bill and addressing issues important to rural
America, our nation’s farmers and ranchers and our nation’s community banks.

Sincerely,

/Signed/

Mark Scanlan
Sr. Vice President Agriculture & Rural Policy

The Nation's Voice for Community Banks.”
CA s Tanpa, FL o= Meaewsrs, TN

A5G L EAN J02-6501417 | Ewmait i
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March 13, 2017
Dear Secretary-Designate Perdue:

Congratulations on your nomination to serve as the 31™ Secretary of Agriculture. We look
forward to working with you to address the many challenges and opportunities facing rural
America, and we would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the importance of crop
insurance to rural economies.

The 2014 Farm Bill made a multitude of cuts to the farm safety net. In addition to these cuts, the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) is now projecting that crop insurance will come in more
than $20 billion under budget as compared to the costs projected at the time of passage of the
2014 Farm Bill. However, an overreliance on savings from the agriculture community in the
future will greatly undermine rural economies that have faced an almost 50% decline in net farm
income from over the past three years. In these challenging economic times, it is federal crop
insurance that offers lenders the assurances they need to continue to provide capital to America’s
hard-working farmers and ranchers.

The 2014 Farm Bill placed greater emphasis on risk management than previous farm bills and in
doing so protects the interests of the American taxpayer. Farmers spend approximately $3.5 to
$4 billion per year of their own money to purchase insurance from the private sector. On
average, farmers also must incur losses of almost 30 percent before their insurance coverage
pays an indemnity.

Crop insurance allows producers to customize their policies to their individual farm and financial
needs. Federal crop insurance is based on fundamental market principles, which means high risk
areas and high value crops pay higher premiums for insurance. This erphasis on crop insurance
and risk management has replaced the constant demand for ad hoc disaster assistance, which is
subject to the whim of Washington, is paid for entirely by the taxpayer, and is not delivered in a
timely manner.

All told, the 2014 Farm Bill is a careful balance of priorities and should not be reopened before
its expiration in 2018 to achieve additional budget savings. Moreover, even in the 2018 Farm
Bill, cuts to crop insurance during this difficult time for rural America should be viewed avoided.
Farmers and lawmakers agree that crop insurance is a linchpin of the farm safety net and is
crucial to the economic security of rural America. We urge you to continue te be a voice for
America’s farmers and ranchers and oppose cuts to crop insurance during budget
discussions as well as during the 2018 Farm Bill process.

Sincerely,

American Agri-Women

American Association of Crop Insurers
American Bankers Association
American Farm Bureau Federation
American Farmland Trust
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American Insurance Association

American Malting Barley Association

American Seed Trade Association

American Sesame Growers Association

American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers
American Soybean Association

American Sugar Alliance

American Sugarbeet Growers Association
Association of Equipment Manufacturers
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies

California Association of Winegrape Growers

Corn Refiners Association

Crop Insurance and Reinsurance Bureau

Crop Insurance Professionals Association

Ducks Unlimited

Farm Credit Council

Florida Sugar Cane League

independent Community Bankers of America
Independent insurance Agents & Brokers of America
National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies
National Association of Professional Insurance Agents
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture
National Association of Wheat Growers

National Barley Growers Association

National Corn Growers Association

National Cotton Council

National Council of Farmer Cooperatives

National Farmers Union

National Grain and Feed Association

National Oilseed Processors Association

National Peach Council

National Potato Council

National Rural Lenders Association

National Sorghum Producers

National Sunflower Association

National Young Farmers Coalition

Panhandle Peanut Growers Association

Pheasants Forever

Quail Forever

Reinsurance Association of America

Rio Grande Valley Sugar Growers

Rural & Agriculture Council of America

Southern Peanut Farmers Federation



Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
United Fresh Produce Association

US Appie Association

US Canola Association

US Dry Bean Council

US Rice Producers Association

USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council

USA Rice

Western Peanut Growers Association
wildlife Mississippi
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March 1, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman Ranking Member )
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Commitiee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry ‘ Forestry

arestry orestny
United States Senate United States Senate o
328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 - Washington, DC 20510

Diear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

QOn behalf of the approximately 12,000 chief fire and emergency service officers of the International
Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), thank vou for the opportunity to recommend the confirmation of
Governor George “Sonny” Perdue for the position of Secretary of Agrienlture. The TAFC is pleased fo see
someone with such strong experience in wildland fire response and disaster mitigation be nominated to
lead the ULS, Departrment of Agriculture (USDAY and, in particular, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS). The
IAFC encourages your committee to support Governor Perdue’s nomination and recommend he proceed
1o a full Senate vote for his confirmation.

Last year, wildland fires burned in all 50 states and endangered thousands of communities. The USDA,
through the USFS, continues to serve as the primary federal agency charged with suppressing these
dangerous fires, It is important that the USDA is led by an individual who understands the dangers of
wildland fires and the need to continue the strong partnership between the USDA and local fire
departments and national fire service organizations. During his tenure as the 81% governor of Georgia,
Gaoverner Perdue oversaw the state’s response to the largest wildland fire in state history and devastating
flooding and droughts, In 2008, Governor Perdue closely worked with the Georgia Emergency
Management Agency to design the Ready (Georgia campaign to improve disaster preparedness throughout
the state, Governor Perdue also supported initiatives to enhance the leadership and training of the Georgia
fire and emergency service. The TAFC is confident that Governor Perdue’s passion for emergency
preparedness and response will enable him to lead the USDA and USFS to confront the challenges that
wildland fires pose across the nation.

Thank you again for the opportunity to support Governor Perdue’s nomination to serve as the Secretary of
Agriculture. Governor Perdue bas a proven track record of supporting emergency preparedness and
response and will succeed in leading the USDA to address the dangers of wildland fires, The IAFC is
pleased to support Governor Perdue and looks forward to working with your committee to support
wildland fire suppression and community preparedness efforts.

Sincerely, .
[ by
2 Fire Chief John D. Sinclair
gy‘ President and Chairman of the Board



92

Michigan

Agri-Business

Assaciation www.miagbiz.org
1501 North Shore Diive, Suite A Telephone (517) 336-0223
East Lansing, Michigan 48823 Fax (517) 336-0227

january 19, 2017

Dear Senator Roberts,

On behalf of the Michigan Agri-Business Association, | am writing to express our organizatim)’é
strong support for Gov. Sonny Perdue to serve as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture,

As a farmer and agribusiness owner - someone with solid, on-the-ground experience in.our
industry ~ Gov. Perdue is a sensible and Immensely qualified pick to lead the Department. He brings
decades of experience working with agribusinesses of all kinds, and will bring direct understanding
to the table on how Federal programs and regulations impact our industry. He also has significant
experience with agricultural exports, and we believe he will be a leading voice for agricultural trade
that serves as a driver of our rural economy.

Gov. Perdue has demonstrated a willingness to listen to and work with agricultural stakeholders,
and has been a proactive leader for our industry both as Governor and through participation in
multiple industry organizations over the years,

There is no shortage of critical issues facing agriculture, and we count on leaders in Washington to
weork hard to understand the industry’s unigue needs, especially as work on the next Farm Bill
begins. Having known Gov. Perdue for some time, | fully expect he will serve admirably and
effectively, and be a strong voice for agriculture and trade in the new administration.

Turge you to support the nomination of Gov, Perdue to serve as Agriculture Secretary.

Sincerely,

James E. Byrum, President
Michigan Agri-Business Association
1501 North Shore Drive, Suite A
East Lansing, M1 48823
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1101 30th Syyeat NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20007
32) $34-1440 | www CandyUSA com

\LWAYS A TREAT

lanuary 30, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, Ranking Member, Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, & Farestry Nutrition, & Forestry

United States Senate United States Senate

328A Russell Senate Office Building . 328A Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking‘Member Stabenow:

I am writing to you today to express support on behalf of the National Confectioners Association (NCA) for
former Governor Sonny Perdue’s nomination as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture.

The National Confectioners Association is the trade organization representing the $35 billion U5,
confectioners industry. With members in more than 40 states employing approximately 55,000 workers in
more than 1,000 facilities across the U.S., NCA exists to advance, protect and promote the confectionery
industry. As the leading trade association for the industry, NCA is proud of the role it plays in the public’s
understanding and appreciation of candy’s unique role in a happy, balanced lifestyle,

The confectionary industry is directly affected by many policies of the Department of Agriculfure, including the
federal sugar program. While NCA disagrees with the current structure and implementation of the sugar
program, we welcome a new leader who will work closely with us and other stakeholders to craft a fair and
balanced policy.

Governor Perdue is an excellent nominee to lead the Department of Agriculture. In addition to growing up on a
farm, he successfully started and managed three agribusinesses, granting him firsthand knowledge of
agricultural issues and challenges. He Is a proven leader, earning the State of Georgia recognition as the “Best
Managed State in America” under his stewardship. As Secretary, we believe he will bring clear vision and
{eadership, considering policy alongside the needs of all affected groups, without unfairly supporting one
sector over others.

The National Confectioners Association hopes your committee will support Gov, Perdue’s nomination and
confirmation by the United States Senate.

Sincerely,
o' mgmzf;
L ™

John M. Downs, Jr.
Presidem & CEO




94

SN BREIORE ARFOCAT

March 17, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts : The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, & Forestry Commitiee on Agriculture, Nutrition, & Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Senator Stabenow:

On behalf of the nation’s independent supermarket industry, | am pleased to write today in support of
former governor Sonny Perdue’s nomination to serve as our country’s 31% Secretary of Agriculture.

The National Grocers Association (NGA} is the national trade association representing the retail and
wholesale grocers that comprise the independent channel of the food distribution industry. An
independent retailer is a privately owned or controlied food retail company operating a variety of
formats. Most independent operators are serviced by wholesale distributors, while others may be
partially or fully self-distributing. Some independents are publicly traded, but with controliing shares
held by the family and others are employee owned. Independents are the true "entregreneurs” of the
grocery industry and dedicated to theilr customers, associates, and communities. The independent
supermarket channel Is accountable for close to one percent of the nation's overall economy and is
responsible for generating $131 billion in sales, 944,000 jobs, $30 hillion in wages, and $27 billion in
taxes.

independent supermarkets have enjoyed a long partnership with USDA, especially when it comes to
working with the Agency to administer benefis, including those provided by the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program {SNAP) and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children {WIC). In addition, our member companies work closely with the Agency on numerous
programs that support eliminating food deserts and expanding access to supermarkets for Americans
across the country. We appreciate the work done by former Secretary Tom Vilsack to advocate for
commonsense changes to food labels to create one federal standard for foods created by using
genetically engineered ingredients, and applaud the work done in the previous Congress and by the
Agency to ensure the food supply chain won't have to work around multiple different state laws
regulating food ingredient labels. NGA encourages the Agency, under Mr. Perdue’s feadership, to
continue to work to promuigate rules to finalize policies that were included in 5. 764 passed by Congress
in 2016,

American businesses, including independent supermarkets, are facing significant challenges. Most
prominently has been the growth of new federal regulatory burdens that are hampering our members’
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ability to grow their businesses and ultimately create new jobs. Even more frustrating, many of these
regulations are being issued by bureaucrats who simply do not understand how a supermarket operates.
Mr, Perdue was an advocate for grocers during his tenure as Governor of Georgla and we look forward
to warking with him in this capacity to decrease the regulatory burdens placed on independent
supermarket owners and operators, allowing our member companies the ability to continue to run their
businesses with limited government interference and serve thelr communities.

We are pleased 1o support Mr, Perdue and belleve under his leadership NGA will continue to grow our
close partnership with the Agency. We urge all Committee members to support Mr. Perdue’s
nomination.

Sincerely,

Peter 1. Larkin
President and CEQ
National Grocers Association

Co: all Members of the Senate Commities on Agriculture, Nutrit%an, & Forestry
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OKLAHOMA SOYBEAN ASSOCIATION

P.O.BOX 578

CLAREMORE, OK 74018

j o (918) 3432326
Janmary ¥, 201 j
The Honorable Pat Roberts : The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman, Senate Agriculture, Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Nutrition, and Forestry Committee
United States Sendte United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

On behalf of the farmers, ranchers, agribusiness, and agriculture trade assoclations represented
by the undersigned entities, we write to urge your support for the expeditious confirmation of
Sonny Perdue to be Secretary of Agriculture. We are looking forward to his leadership at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA}.

With his experience growing up on a diversified row crop and dairy operation in Central
Georgla, his service in the United States Air Force, and his background in founding three
agribusiness firms supplying services to farmers, Gov. Perdue is eminently qualified to lead

JADA. Gov, Perdue was a practicing veterinarian, and as an in-depth understanding of the issues
important to animal agriculture. As the former governor of a state that produces billions in row
crops, specialty crops, nursery crops, dairy products, and livestock each year, Gov. Perdue
understands the critical role of feeding our country and the world. He also knows well how
important these Ameticans are to powering our nation’s economy. Gov. Perdue has also proved
to be a dedicated supporter of the concerns of rural America. He hasa history of supporting
rural infrastructure and agricultural water use that will benefit him as head of USDA.

We appreciate your dedicated leadership to the nation’s agricultural community, and look
forward to working with vou as Gov. Perdue’s confirmation moves forward.

Singerely,
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March 20, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture,
and Forestry Committee Nutrition, and Forestry Committee
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

As former U.S. Secretaries of Agriculture, representing past administrations from President
Obama to President Reagan, we support the confirmation of Sonny Perdue to be the 31 U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture. We know firsthand the depth of understanding and the leadership
capabilities necessary to effectively manage an agency with a $150 billion annual budget and
more than 90,000 employees located across every county in the U.S. in addition to those
stationed around the world.

Governor Perdue has a long record of public service in Georgia with two terms as Governor and
five successful terms in the State Senate. While governor, Georgia was recognized by the Pew
Center on the States and Governing Magazine for management, receiving the highest ranking in
the Southeast. We are confident that Governor Perdue can draw on his experience and expertise
to effectively manage the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) in the same way. Similarly,
we believe that Governor Perdue’s experience in agriculture, business and other areas equips him
well to understand and lead the USDA and its diverse portfolio of issues and programs.

We are pleased to add our voices to the more than 600 organizations, associations and companies
that have endorsed Governor Perdue’s confirmation and respectfully urge your favorable
consideration.

Sincerely,

Secretary Tom Vilsack (2009-2017)
Secretary Ed Schafer (2008-2009)
Secretary Mike Johanns (2005-2008)
Secretary Ann M. Veneman (2001-2005)
Secretary Dan Glickman (1995-2001)
Secretary John Block (1981-1986)
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SWEETENER USERS ASSOCIATION

ONE MASSACHLU TS AVE. NW « SUITE 800 « WASHINGTON, DC 20001 + (202) 842-2345 « (202) 408-7763 FAX

January 25, 2017
The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture, Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition & Forestry Nutrition & Forestry
328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts & Ranking Member Stabenow:

On behalf of the Sweetener Users Association, [ write to respectfully urge the favorable
consideration of former Governor Sonny Perdue’s nomination as Secretary of Agriculture. Gov.
Perdue is eminently qualified by his background and life experiences for this critically important
position.

Georgia was named the “Best Managed State in America™ at the end of Governor
Perdue’s term. Raised on a diversified farm, he has had first-hand experience with America’s
highty productive farm sector. As the founder of three agribusinesses, hie Is acquainted with the
realities of executing a plan, meeting a payroll and making investment decisions. Governor
Perduc understands the critical role that our nation’s farm and food sector plays in feeding not
only our own people but hundreds of millions of others throughout the world.

The Sweetener Users Association comprises companies that are directly affected by
many policies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, including USDA’s administration of the
federal sugar program. While we have often been critical of the structure of current sugar policy,
we have also worked closely with USDA officials to encourage program administration that is
balanced toward growers, retiners, users and other stakeholders.

Toward that end, it is important that the Secretary of Agriculture have a breadth of
experience that permits him or her to take into account the needs of all affected groups, without
unduly favoring one sector over another. We believe Governor Perdue’s background and
experience equip him to provide such leadership, and again encourage your favorable
consideration of his nomination.

Sincerely,

777

5% \::\; J\ Hoaa
J
Emily Russel}
Chairwoman

-
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JLhe o, .
Fertilizer Institute
Naourish, Replenish, Grow

Chris Jabn,
President

March 23, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts

Chatrman :
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

1 am writing to you on behalf of the members of The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) to strongly endorse
the nomination of Governor Sonny Perdue as Secretary of the U.S. Department of Agriculiture.
Gov. Perdue’s vast experience as a successful businessman, state senator and the 81% governor of
Georgia makes him uniquely qualified for this important position as an advocate for American
agriculture.

TFI represents the natien’s fertilizer industry including producers, importers, retailers,
wholesalers and companies that provide services to the fertilizer industry. The U.S. fertilizer
industry is one of the world’s largest. The United States is the fourth-largest producer of
nitrogen-based fertilizers in the world and the second largest producer of phosphate. The U.S.
fertilizer industry generates more than $155 billion in economic benefit and provides 88,643
direct jobs and 406,478 indirect jobs for a total of more than 495,121 U5, jobs.

TFI members provide crop nutrients to belp American farmers nourish the nation’s crops, and
ensure a stable and reliable supply of food, fuel, and fiber.

Fertilizer 1s a key ingredient in feeding a growing global population, which is expected to surpass
9.7 billion people by 2050. Half of all food grown around the world today, for both people and
animals, is made possible through the use of fertilizer. As demand continues to grow, farmers
around the world will continue to rely oo fertilizer to increase production efficiency to produce
more food while optimizing crop inputs. Fertilizers are also essential to replenishing nutrients in
the soil that are used by plants cach growing season, raising soil productivity, and improving soil
health.
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Nutrient Stewardship

The fertilizer industry is committed to promoting science-based, sustainable fertilizer best
manageruent practices through a voluntary program called the 4R Nutrient Stewardship Program.
4R Nutvient Stewardship is a framework designed to help farmers achieve cropping system goals
such as increased production, increased farmer profitability, enbanced environmental protection
and improved sustainability. The success of this program is highly dependent on partnerships
between farmers, agricultural retailers, federal, state and local governments and environmental
organizations all working together with a shared goal of ensuring that fertilizer is applied by
using the 4R framework:

Right Seurce — Ensure a balanced supply of essential nutrients, considering both naturally
available sources and the characteristics of specific products, in plant available forms.

Right Rate — Assess and make decisions based on soil nutrient supply and plant demand.

Right Time — Assess and make decisions based on the dynamics of crop uptake, soil supply,
nutrient loss risks, and field operation logistics.

Right Place — Address root-soil dynamics and nutrient movement, and manage spatial variability
within the field to meet site-specific crop needs and limit potential losses from the field.

In 2011, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) revised its standard for managing
farm nutrients with a goal of encouraging farmers to employ new technologies to reduce nutdent
runoff and improve water quality, We are pleased that the 4Rs are a component of this Natwal
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Conservation Practice Standard Code 590,

Nutrient Research

In addition to the 4R Nutrient Stewardship program, the fertilizer industry created the 4R
Research Fund, a 5-year, $7 million commitment from industry, to provide nuch needed
resources to measurs and document the positive economic, social and environmental impacts of
4R nuirient stewardship. Through public-private partnerships, including competitive grant funds
through USDA, universities and foderal rescarchers are able to help farmers overcome the
increasing challenges of crop productivity.

As someone who grew up on a family farm and eventually operated several successful
agribusiness companies, Gov. Perdue is keenly aware of the many challenges and opportunities
faced by American agriculture. 'We are confident that he is the right man at the right time for the
job.

Working in partnership with all stakeholders, we believe Gov. Perdue will ensure that American
agriculture is provided the tools necessary to meet the many challenges ahead and continue
growing the food, fuel and fiber to feed the world,
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For the aforementioned reasons, we strongly support Gov. Sonny Perdue to be the Secretary of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture and we urge your support of his confirmation.

Sincerely,

Chris Jahn
President
The Fertilizer Institute

CC: Members of the Senate Commitiee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry
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The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
United States Senate United States Senate

109 Hart Senate Office Building 731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D,C. 20150 Washington, D.C, 20150

February 9, 2017
Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow,

The Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership (TRCP}, a national sportsmen’s conservation
organization, offers our support for President Donald Trump’s nomination of former Georgia Governor
Sonny Perdue for the next Secretary of the U.S, Department of Agricuiture {USDA).

Perdue’s background as a farmer, veterinarian, business owner, state legislator, and state executive
plainly qualify him to lead the USDA, but we are especially pleased to support his nomination based on
his record with land and water conservation, forest management, and outdoor recreation.

in Georgia and across the country, outdoor recreation powers an immense economic engine that
employs millions of Americans and generates more than $646 billion in spending each year, the majority
of which powers rural communities. As an avid sportsman, Perdue understands that a balanced
approach to private and public land management can simultaneously sustain and expand this valuable
outdoor economy, protect our natural resources, and improve the productivity of America’s farmland,
ranchland, and forests. To that end, during his tenure as Governor, Perdue nurtured a culture of
conservation: he implemented policies aimed at improving wildlife habitat and conserving water;
created tax incentives for private land conservation; stimulated restoration of longleaf pine forests on
public and private land; and opened tens of thousands of acres to hunting and fishing access statewide.

We are optimistic that Perdue will be a Secretary of Agriculture who balances the needs of production
agriculture and National Forests with the needs of fish, wildiife, and sportsmen, while also supporting
rural landowners and rural economies. Accordingly, the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
urges you to support the confirmation of Former Governor Sonny Perdue for Secretary of the U.S,
Department of Agriculture.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Whit Fosburgh
Prasident and CEQ
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
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February 1, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture,
Nutrition and Forestry Committee Nutrition and Forestry Committes
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

On behalf of the Western Growers membership ~ the Arizona, California and Coelorade
farmers who grow more than half of our nation’s fruits, vegetables and tree nuts - | support
the nomination of former Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue as Secretary of Agriculture and
look forward to working with him to develop and implement the public policy priorities of
the fresh produce industry.

1 am encouraged by Governor Perdue’s vast agricultural experiences and past efforts, both
in the private and public sectors, on behalf of Georgia’s family farmers. Throughout his
career, Governor Perdue has proven to be a consummate champion for agriculture and will
undoubtedly serve pur industry well as its chief advocate within the new administration,
guiding forward solutions to the most pressing needs facing American growers.

Given his background and leadership qualities, I am confident Governor Perdue will serve
the US. Department of Agriculture and our members well, and urge his immediate
consideration and swift confirmation.

Sincerely,

e
Towm Nassif U

President & CRO
Western Growers

Batling Address PO Box 57089 - Irvine, CA 926197088 » Simest Sifiivnvs: 13525 Sand Canyor. rving, O4& 92618
T2 949,863,000 » B M458633028 » Internet: wwwwgacom
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National
Farmers
Union

A

S T

— !
March 21, 2017 NMPF

NATHOMAL MILK
FRODUCERS FEDERATION

Michael Young

Acting Deputy Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agricuiture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
‘Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Acting Deputy Secretary Young,

Ower the past few years dairy farmers have seen prices for their milk decline sharply and remain
at levels that are more than 30% lower. This prolonged period of low prices has meant that
many dairy farmers have had to draw down their reserves and not had a chance to replenish
them. Additionally, the new safety-net, the Margin Protection Program, has not provided
adequate risk protection despite dairy farmers paying millions in fees and premiwms.

While there are plang to improve the dairy safety net as part of the upcoming 2018 Farm Bill, we
believe USDA has the authority to provide additional risk management tools for dairy farmers in
the interim. The primary impediment to offering additional risk management options for milk
production has been a cap on all livestock crop insurance policies of $20 miltion.

While the Risk Management Agency has historically interpreted “livestock” to include livestock
products like milk, the statute does not mention or make reference to any livestock products in
the definition. It reads (TUSCI523(b)): the term “livestock” includes, but is not imited 1o,
catile, sheep, swine, goats, and poultry. The clear statutory language only includes the animals
themselves and makes no reference to products produced by livestock or poultry such as milk or
eggs. Therefore, USDA would be well within its authority to determine that livestock and the
products that Hvestock produce are two distinct and different types of commeodities.

Additionally, the board of the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation has broad discretion to offer
crop insurance on any agricultural commodity and recognize additional commedities for
coverage (see TUSC1518). Since milk is recognized in many other contexis as an agricultural
commodity, there is existing authority for USDA to offer additional crop insurance products
related to risk management for milk production either through private submission or developed
by the Risk Management Agency after appropriate review by the FCIC Board.

Given the flexibility outlined above and the need for more robust risk management options for
dairy farmers, we urge you or, upon confirmation, the Secretary of Agriculture, to:

¢ Determine that milk is an agricultural commodity eligible for Federal Crop Insurance
coverage that is separate and distinct from any livestock policy, and
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s Direct the Risk Management Agency to work with the dairy industry to develop
additional milk-related insurance products and expedite the review of any similar private
submissions.

We encourage you to work with those representing the dairy industry to develop safeguards for
the implementation of these programs.

Sincerely,
Roger Johnson Zippy Duvall Jim Mulbern
President, NFU President, AFBF President & CEQ, NMPF

Ce: Senate Committee on Agricultare, Nutrition, & Forestry; House Committee on Agriculture
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March 22, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts

Chairman

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
United States Senate

328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts:

On February 1, 2017, a copy of my SF-278, Executive Branch Public Financial Disclosure
Report, required in conjunction with my nomination o serve as Secretary for the United States
Department of Agriculture was submitted to the Office of Government Ethics. That report
contained all required financiat information.

The Ethies in Government Act of 1878, as amended, also requires that | update certain
information reported on the 8F-278, Le., that required by section 102(a){(1){(A) of the Act,
respecting income {other than dividends, interest, rents, and capital gains) and honoraria, fo
date which occurs not more than five days before the date of the hearing to be held by your
Committee to consider my nomination. The hearing to be held on my nomination is scheduled
for March 23, 2017. Tha purpose of this letier is to report that since | filed that Financial
Disclosure Report, | earmed no such income or honoraria.

Additionally, in response 1o questions from Committee staff, | want to provide the following
supplemental information:

a) Onmy 8F-278, question 1, item 5, § want to clarify that | became a member of the Board
of Directors of the National Grain and Feed Association in March 2014,

b} On my Committee Questionnaire, | want to clarify that my service on the U.S. Homeland
Security Advisory Council from 2002-2008 was inadvertently listed on page 8, under
question 8 (B), and rather should have been listed on p. 5, question 5 under
Memberships. At no time during my tenure on the Council was my service rendered to a
political party or election committee.

ttrust that this letter satisfies the additional applicable reporting requirements contained in the
Ethics in Government Act.

. o
Sincerely, /

George E. Perdue, Il (Sonny Perdue}
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U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION & FORESTRY
Questions for Executive Nominees
115" Congress

1. Basic Biographical Information

Please provide the following information,

 Name of Position

Date of Nomination

Secretary

First Name

Last Name

George

Perdue

i

Residential Addre
{do not include strget address)

Office Address
(include street address)

Street:

803 Hwy. 247 South
i City: State: Zip: City: 2 State: Zip:
Kathigen 31047 Kathieen | GA 31047
o §§ W - Name Used To
First Name Middle Name | - Last Name Suffix Ej;?é{ (Month/Year) : (gomllzfg ea{j;
: A2 | (Check box if | - {Cheek box
:;’J y estimate) .
estimate)
Sonny Perdue 12/1946 Lft Present h;‘
Est Est




Year of Birth
(Do not include month and day.}

- Place of Birth

1946

Perry, Georgia

i

Never Married

[}

| Check All That Describe Your Current Situation:

Married

B

 Marital Statns.

Separated

Annulled

Divorced

o

Widewed

=]

Spouse’s Last Name -

Ruff

Perdue

o : =R W Name Used To

. : 32 Leam (Month/Year)

First Name Middle Name | Last Name | Suffix ' g g,i - {Month/Year) {Chock box it )
‘ ‘ ST {Cheek box it nogs heR

= T estimate}

- estimate} : .
Est Est

Mary Ann Ruff 8§/1950 o 91972 o
Est Est




Middle Name. st Name
Laigh Perdue Hunnicutt
Lara Perdue Ghioto
George Ervin Peardue v
Daniel Steven Perdue

2. Education

List all post-secondary schools attended.

Lype of Schasl = Date Began W e e
Name of: . (vguatxs)n;{}/tccl_lmﬁa%/;&j‘ ldf: sqhooi‘, . ______,Sch(?ui . {morithiyear) (check S Date
Sehadl 4 ersity/military college;. (month/year) bow iF ostisit Degree Avwarded
200 corTesy distance/extension/online | | (eheek box if 1 ‘¥ 0;2 esltfmahe i}m ¢ : ANALBLL
o : school} . estimate) {eheck “present’ box : :
‘ ' if still in schiool) 8 i :
s < . i Est Est Present | Doctorate
University of, oiegeruniversity 81965 = | 61871 T T | laan O/1971
Georgla Medicine
st Est Present
Georgia collegefuniversity 977 o (1978 5
College
[ st Present
Est Eat Fresent
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3. Employment

(A} List all of your employment activities, including vnemployment and self-employment.
If the employment activity was military duty, list separate employment activity periods to
show each change of military duty station. Do net list employment before your 18th
birthday unless to provide a minimum of two vears of employment history.

Type of Employment
{Active Mililary Duty Station, Date :
< National Cuard/Reserve; | Empleyisent
- USPHS Commissiconed Corps, ! : o Date Exnded
Other Fedenal employment, Name of Your Most Recent LQQ‘!Q‘L’! Emploviment | ¢
- Sfate Govetnmient (Non- Eniplovei/ m - (City, and Began {check box if ]
Federal Employment), Self- Assigned Duty ka State {monthyear) estimate)
employment; Unemployment, Statien s only} {check box if {check >
Federal Contractor, Non- BN . : O estimale) “pregent” box
Govertiment Employment il
{excluding self-omployment), employed}
: . Other § 5 h
Self-employment Perdue Business | Managing  |Bonairs, GA | 1/2012 "5 | Present =
Holdings, Inc. Member a
i Est Est
State Government State of Georgia | Governor  [Manta GA | 49003 o | 12/2011
State Government State of Georgia Senator Atlanta, GA | 1/1991 12/2001
. Ext st
Self-employment AGrowStar, LLC | Manager Bonaire, GA | 2000 5 | 2002
Self-employment Houston Ferilizer & Manager Bonaire, GA| 1977 E_S‘ 2001 E“
Grain Cao,, Inc.
Self-employment Quail Corners Veterinarian | Raleigh, NC | /1974 '+ | 1211976 5
Animal Hospital
Active Duty United States Air Force Captain Columbus, OH 9/1971 811974
Perdue Farms Farm Hand  Bonaire, GA  6/1965 9/1971

Family Business

(B) List any advisery, consultative, honorary or ether part-time service or positions with

federal, state, or local governments, not listed elsewhere.

Date Service

Date Service Ended

Name of Government Name of Position Began {monthiyear) (check hox
CEndify FrTEE————— {month/year) if estimate} (chieck
Entily : - feleck box if “present” box if still

: st . serving}
Houston County, Georgia Planning and Zoning Board 1980 Bl qggg B e
st Fat Present
o =] o

Est Est Present
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4. Honors and Awards

List all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, eivilian service citations, military
medals, academic or professional henors, honerary seciety memberships and any other
special recognition for outstanding service or achievement.

-Georgia Trend: Georgian of the Year

-Honorary FFA Degree

~Technical College System of Georgia: Named annual outstanding college award the "Sonny Perdue Award®

in recognition of his significant accomplishments in growing and supporting the Technical College System of

during his time as Govemnor

-Biotechnotogy Innovation Oranization (BIO). 2008 Governor of the Year

5. Memberships

List all memberships that yeu have held in professional, social, business, fraternal,
scholarly, civic, or charitable organizations in the last 10 years.

Uniess relevant to your nomination, you de NOT need to include memberships in
charitable organizations available to the public as a result of a tax deductible donation of
$1,000 or less, Parent-Teacher Associations or other organizations connected to schools
attended by your children, athletic clubs or teams, antemobile support erganizations (such
as AAA), discounts clubs (such as Groupen or Sam’s Club), or affinity
memberships/consumer clubs (such as frequent flyer memberships).

N 5 g 1tes ¥ M TS 'R N s :
Name of Oreanization Dates of Your ‘\'Imthersiu Position(s) Held
- (You may approximate.) N
Georgia Agribusiness Council 2011 Board of Directors! Secretary
Southeastern Grain & Feed Association 1988~ Present President in 1988, Board Member
National Grain & Feed Association 1980 - Present Board of Directors
UGA Gridiron 1976 - Present Member
Bipartisan Policy Center 2012 - Present Governor's Council
National Workforce Solutions Advisory | 2012 - 2014 Chairman
Board
(Georgia Feed & Grain Association 1880 - Prasent President/Vice President
Southern Regional Eduecation Board 2002 Chair
Republican Governors Association 2002 - 2010 Chair
Southern Governors Association 2002 - 2010 Chair
National Assessment Governing Board| 2013 Board Member
Southern States Energy Board 2002 Board Member
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6. Political Activity

{A) Have you ever been a candidate for or been elected or appointed te a political office?

Year(s} Election

Namé of O Elected/Appointed/ Heldor Term of Service -
SAmE R s Candidate Osly |~ Appolntment (if applicable)
: : Made - -
Governor of Georgia Elected 2002 8 years
Georgia State Senator Elected 1990 11 years

(B) List any offices held in or services rendered to a political party or election committee
during the last ten years that vou have not listed elsewhere.

Advisory Council

Name of Party/Election Office/Services Rendered B TR Dates of
- > : s Responsibilities e
Committee . - = Service

Homeland Security Homeland Security Member 2002-2008
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{C) ltemize all individual political contributions of $200 or more that you have made in the
past five years to any individual, campaign organization, pelitical party, pelitical action
comumittee, or similar entity. Please list each individual centribution and not the total
amount contributed to the person or entity during the year.

; Name of Recipient * Amount Year of Contribution
Hugh E. Weathers, Commissioner of Agirculture, South Carolina $250.00 2013
David Perdue, U.S. Senate, Georgia $2,600.00 2013

Stephen K. Simpson, 10th Congressional District, U.8. House, Georgia $1,000.00 2013
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7. Publications

List the titles, publishers and dates of books, articles, reports or other published materials
that you have written, including articles published on the Internet.

Title Publisher g Date(s) of Publication
Opinion: Stop the palitics and adopt | Newsday February 10, 2014
the Common Core {with Jack Markeil}
The CGommon Core Blame Game National Review May 8, 2014
Transforming Teacher Pay Governor's Office February 9, 2010

The Tragic Cost of Sunday Alcohot Governor's Office March 27, 2008
Sales
Governor Sonny Perdue urges "no” WLTZ News March 21, 2010

vote on health care bill

Governors' Coundil Letter in Support | Bipartisan Folicy Center June 24, 2015
of the Remaote

Letter to Senators Alexander and MurrgyBipartisan Policy Center Aprit 2, 2015

on the Elementary and Secondary

Education Act .

Common Core: A State Created Plan | Bipartisan Policy Center Fabruary 28, 2014

to Blunt Federal intrusions

Common Core lsn't a Government Bipartisan Policy Center February 10, 2014
Conspiracy
Support for 8. 336, the Marketplace Bipartisan Policy Center April 22, 2013

Fairmess Act {with dim Douglas, Linda
Lingle, Mike Rounds, Ted Strickland}

Speeches hitp/ibit.ly/SPAgSecSpesches
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8. Lobbyine

In the past ten years, have you registered as a lebbyist? If so, please indicate the state,
federal, or local bodies with which yeu have registered {e.g., House, Senate, California
Secretary of State). No, | have not been a Jobbyist.
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CE OF

GOVERNMENT ETHICS

W

March 10, 2017

The Hmomﬁlc Pat Roberts

Chairman

Committee ou Agriculture, Nutrition,

and Forestry
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear My, Chairman:

In accordance with the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, 1 enclose a copy of the

financial disclosure report filed by George Ervin Perdue, HI,
President Trump for the position of Secretary, Department of

who has been nominated by

icutture.

We have reviewed the report and have obtained advice from the agency concerning any

possible conflict in light of its functions and the nominee’s proposed duties
ethics agrecment outlining the ac
interest. Unless a date for compliance is indicated in the ethic

Also enclosed Is an
ons that the nominee will undertake to avoid conflicts of
ment, the pominee must

fally comply within three months of confirmation with any action specified in the ethics

agrecment.

Based thereon. we believe that this nomines is in compliance with applicable faws and
regulations governing conflicts of interest.

Enclosures

Sincerely,
WALTER
SHAUB

Walter M. Shaub, Jr.
Director

1201 NEW YORK AVE NW-SUITE 500 -WASHINGTON DC- 20005
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March 7, 2017

Mz, Stuart Bender

Desigpated Agency Ethics Official
LS. Department of Agriculture
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Bender:

The purpose of this letter is to describe the steps that T will take to avoid any actual or apparent
conflict of interest in the event that I am confirmed for the position of Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

As required by 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not participate personally and substantially in any
particular matter in which { know that I have a financial interest directly and predictably affected by
the matter, or in which I know that a person whose interests are imputed to me has a financial interest
directly and predictably affected by the matter, unless I first obtain a written walver, pursuant to
18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). 1
understand that the interests of the following persons are imputed to me: any spouse or minor child of
mine; any general partner of a partnership in which I am a limited or general partner; any organization
in which I serve as officer, director, trustee, general partner or emplovee; and any person or
organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement concerning prospective employment.

1 am the sole owner of Perdue Properties LLC and Perdue Real Estate Holdings LLLP. These
entities are dormant and have no assets and generate no income. During my appointment to the
position of Secretary of Agriculture, these entities will remain dormant, I will not perform any
services for these entities, except that I will comply with any requirements involving legal filings,
taxes and fees that are necessary to maintain these entities while they are dormant. As Secretary of
Agriculture, I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter that to my
knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial interests of either of these entities, unless
1 first obtain a written waiver pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1).

Upon confirmation, I will resign from my positions with the National Grain and Feed
Association, Perdue Management Holdings LLC, the Bipartisan Policy Center Governor’s Council, the
Georgia Agribusiness Council, and Perdue Business Holdings, Inc. For a period of one year after my
resignation from each of these entities, I will not participate personally and substantielly in any
particular matter involving specific parties in which I know that entity is a party or represents a party,
unless [ am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d).

My wife and I are co-trustees and sole beneficiaries of the Perdue Family Revocable
Management Trust, and my wife is the trustee and one of the beneficiaries of the Perdue Family
‘Wealth Preservation Trust, an irrevocable trust. The Perdue Family Revocable Management Trust
holds all of the voting stock in Perdue Business Holdings, Inc., and the Perdue Family Wealth
Preservation Trust holds all of the non-voting stock in Perdue Business Holdings, Inc. An appointment
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committee of the Perdue Family Wealth Preservation Trust has the power to appoint some part or all of
the assets of that trust to my wife or adult non-dependent children, whether outright or in further trust.

Within 90 days of my confirmation, I will cause these trusts to be restructured such that I will
revoke the Perdue Family Revocable Management Trust and transfer all of its stock in Perdue Business
Holdings, Inc. into a new, irrevocable trust (“New Family Management Trust”) that will not benefit me
or my spouse. Neither I nor my wife will serve as trustee of the New Family Management Trust. Until
the steps outlined in this paragraph are completed, I will not participate personally and substantially in
any particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial interests
of the Perdue Family Revocable Management Trust or any of its underlying holdings.

Within 90 days of my confirmation, the appointment committee for the Perdue Family Wealth
Preservation Trust will appoint all of its steck in Perdue Business Holdings, Inc. o a new, irrevocable
trust (“New Wealth Preservation Trust”) that will not benefit me or my spouse. Neither I nor my wife
will serve as trustee of the New Wealth Preservation Trust, and the trust document for the New Wealth
Preservation Trust will expressly prohibit its appointment committee from appointing trust assets to me
or my spouse. I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter that to my
knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial interests of the Perdue Family Wealth
Preservation Trust, or any of its underlying holdings, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to
18 U.8.C. § 208(b)(1), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2).

T currently hold a promissory note from AGrowStar, LLC, a company owned by Perdue
Business Holdings, Inc. The Perdue Family Wealth Preservation Trust (and its successor the New
Wealth Preservation Trust) will guarantee timely payments on this promissory note. Until this
promissory note has been repaid in full, I will not participate personally and substantially in any
particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the ability or willingness
of AGrowStar, LLC, as guaranteed by the Perdue Family Wealth Preservation Trust (and its successor
the New Wealth Preservation Trust), to repay this note, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant
to 18 UB.C. § 208(b)(1).

~ lalso currenily hold a promissory note from the Perdue Family Wealth Preservation Trust.
Payment obligations on this promissory note will be transferred to its successor the New Wealth
Preservation Trust. Until this note has been repaid in full, T will not participate personally and
sobstantially in any particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the
ability or willingness of the Perdue Family Wealth Preservation Trust or its successor the New Wealth
Preservation Trust to repay this note, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §
208(b)1).

If I have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional during
my appointment, I will ensure that the account manager or investiment professional obtains my prior
approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash, cash equivalents,
investment funds that qualify for the exemption at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a), obligations of the United
States, or municipal bonds.

1 understand that as an appointee I will be required to sign the Ethics Pledge (Exec. Order no.
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13770) and that T will be bound by the requirements and restrictions therein in addition to the
commitments I have made in this ethics agreement.

Twill meet in person with you during the first week of my service in the position of Secretary
of Agriculture in order to complete the initial ethics briefing required under 5 C.F.R. § 2638.305.
Within 90 days of my confirmation, I will document my compliance with this ethics agreement by
notifying you in writing when I have completed the steps described in this ethics agreement.

T have been advised that this ethics agreement will be posted publicly, consistent with
5 U.B.C. § 552, on the website of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics with ethics agreements of
other Presidential nominees who file public financial disclosure reports.

Sincerely,

YO P
)zj//)/;/f iz /{%&x 4

George Ervin Perdue 11T
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Somny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Chairman Pat Roberts (R-KS)

Over the years, we have seen improved participation with producers of everything from
commaodities to specialty crops purchasing increased crop insurance coverage, leading to more
policies purchased and acres covered. For example, in 2000, Georgia peanut producers
purchased roughly 7,000 policies covering 473,000 acres. Fast forward to 2016 and producers
in your home state purchased over 9,000 policies covering over 680,000 acres. ..a 44% increase
in acres insured. As the Risk Management Agency, RMA, works to improve these products
nationwide, would you agree that expanded coverage to more producers is a positive trend?
And, will you work with us to continue this effort? RMA has shown positive results for
producers and 1 look forward to continuing work on this effort.

In response to the recent wildfires in Kansas. producers need assistance to protect their
property, livestock, and livelihood, including reimbursement for transportation and handling
of feed, reimbursement for transportation of livestock to new grazing locations, reimbursement
for fencing replacement, and for various means of getting water to livestock. If confirmed,
will you commit to work with us on any flexibility that the Department can provide to
producers who cannot implement all the requirements of their conservation program contracts
or other USDA contract obligations as a result of the recent catastrophic wildfires? Yes.

The Agriculture Committee worked extremely hard to include regulatory flexibility for school
meal programs in a bill that was unanimously reported out last year. Schools and those
involved in school meals need flexibility and certainty moving forward. Will you work to
provide that flexibility and certainty, particularly in the area of whole grain requirements and
the sodium restrictions that are rapidly approaching? Yes.

During your time as governor, you highlighted the importance of agricultural education for
students in Georgia. Many of the nutrition programs at USDA. from child nutrition to SNAP,
provide opportunities to teach students and participants how to make healthier choices. What
do vou see as the role of education in encouraging healthier behavior. in light of the increases
in chronic disease in the United States? Do you faver education efforts over state or federal
government mandates restricting what people can eat? Nutrition cducation, ¥ well designed
and effectively implemented. can motivate students and consumers to change cating behavior

is i tant consumers have the know and skills to make healthicr cholces wh
recognizing their unique hifestvles and fanu urces. [ believe nutritton oducation s

3

preferable fo government mandates that preseribe what peeple can consume,

ROy

Formal rulemaking on the National Bioengineered Food Disclosure Standard has not yet
begun. The Congressional intent of all aspects regarding the disclosure standard was 1o
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minimize market impact. Will you commit to following Congressional intent throughout the
statutorily prescribed rulemaking process? Yes.

The final rule, “National Organic Program; Organic Livestock and Poultry Practices,”
published January 19, 2017, contains onerous requirements that will put many producers out
of business. Further, this rule could contribute to the spread of Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza and unnecessarily expose poultry to this contagious and deadly disease. We spent
nearly $1 billion dollars on the last outbreak, and a new strain of HPAT has recently been
discovered. Will you work to revise or retract this rule to address these concerns? Al rules
uld come under serutiny, particularly those that might have adverse impact on segments of
the agr [ will undertake a detatled review of this matter with the ¢

shi

sulture econd SOTELS

noted above in mind.

During vour time as governor of Georgia, among other initiatives, you chaired the state’s Rural
Development Council to underscore your commitiment to rural issues. Can you share some of
the successes rural Georgia enjoyed during your administration, and whether any of the
initiatives you spearhcaded as governor might compliment some of the existing programs
within LSD 4\‘7 '\\ (m\ ernor undertook a number of rural development initiatives to help
infrastructure to atiract and grow job opportunitics.  Initiates
infrastructure such as roads. airports. ports: implementing
nfrastructure nt: creating a loan program for ent 'S
.m with the pr : i cod legisla
i cooperatives (EMC ,dpzml credits im education,
cconomic de ophilanthropic work in therr rurad communities: and finally
smp;a wenting a workforee development program p beiter prepare our citizens for 21st
As S i confirmed. T look forward to supporting the President’s

ocating for investment in critical infr ure for our rural
o

ba ui s well as infrastructure o support agriculture trade Tike ports,

comnunit

% cmucd

SUpportis

1o

|7

’%

nomies such as broad
focks and dams.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) suite of conservation programs has a long
history of success and remains popular among farmers across the country to get best
management practices on the ground, The success of these programs can largely be attributed
to the voluntary nature of the programs and the emphasis of locally-led administration and
delivery of these program dollars. Inrecent years, USDA conservation programs and USDA’s
conservation practice standards have come under more scrutiny, even with some interest
groups advocating for stricter conservation requirements for producers. If confirmed, would
you continue the tradition of administering USDA’s conservation programs on a voluntary
basis? It is my ¢ »f the best stowards of the land and environment

and that we can be the n aring best practices and encou

Ying conservation

pi‘({ﬁi!(ﬁl’s on & voluniar

After marked improvement, it is alleged that civil rights within U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) arc suffering. This is disheartening considering the countless USDA employees who
worked for years to reverse historic discriminatory practices. Yet, failures by USDA
management, specifically within the U.S. Forest Service, have allowed a toxic culture of



138

discrimination and reprisal to fester. Further, there arc signs the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Civil Rights has failed to manage and adjudicate cases in a timely and appropriate
manner. 1 appreciate that these issues are complex. and will require time to address — but
please share your thoughts on how you will work to improve the culture across all USDA

agencies to ensure all citizens, farmers, ranchers and consumers are treated fairly by USDA.
believe man open door policy that lost tion and Jook torward to spendi
my time with emplovees snd customers alike (o better understand the culwral challen
&zxw to tackle at USDAL T think itis mportant {o set & umasrc of respect from the top and, if
conti 'mnd n end to E:;’ad the charge to ensure that employee oW E it {hu
hat everyone should be treated fairly, Th }
! h' best peaple with the strongest commitment (0 or

rs diveet conmu

o

we Mel continue (o fv‘iifi;
H
]

environment that will

the envy of the federal government.
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Rankine Member Debbie Stabenow (D-MI

Ethics/Conflicts of Interest

Recent news articles have raised concerns about conflicts of interest issues in connection with
your time as Governor of Georgia. Many of these criticisms stem in part from the fact that you
ran your agribusinesses while you were serving as Governor, instead of opting to put them into
a blind trust.

Describe the actions that you will take, following your agreement with the Office of General
Ethics, to remove any conflicts of interest between your agricultural business interests and
being the Secretary ongriculturc? Please see the letter dated March 7, 2017 addressed to Mr.
Stuart Bender, the Des P Ageney Ethics Ofticial for the ULS, Department of Agriculture,
in which T« ps recommended by Mr. Bender to avold any actual or
a ppurm\ cw”%rt:\ of interest in the event that T um confirmed for the position of Seeretary of
the U.S. Department of Agricolture. These steps are not i“mlcd to, but 'mlud . restrycturing
the Perdue F' g ocat le Management Trast and wans 1g all of 1ts stock m P-’:z\iuc

di R0 @ new, | \m\xh% trust that will not benefit me or my spouse

A serve as trustees.,

c’;..

Will you play any role at all in providing information to or assisting in the operation of the
assets that you have putinto the new trusts? Will you 1cwsc yourself from any matters? Should
med Twill abide by the ag ucﬂwn mmm March 7. 2017 with the Designated Agency

What, if any, restrictions will be on you regarding operation of the businesses placed in the
new trusts? Please describe in detail \x per the tetter dated March 7, 2017 addressed o Mr

i hies Offictal for the LS, Dcpm'imcm of
u!u 0 mm any actual ara

3. Twill not participate personally and substantially in any
H [ kuow that T have a finanetal interest directly and predictably
tter, o in which 1 know that a person whose interests are imputed to me
hus a fimancial interest direotly amd predictably affe -md by the matter, unless T {irst obtain
A written waiver. pursyant o 3«\? i':‘S CL8 208003 L or qualify fora m’”*mim\ L\Li“i“loﬂ
T8 US.CL§ 208by 2y | u:’t:icimzn\i he following pers
suse or minor child of mi ner of a partn

 or general partner; any <>mamm::\m m which s

pursuant 1o ] :t Iw interests of
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director, wusiee. general partner or employee: and any person or organization with which

T am negotiating or have an arrangement concerning prospective employment.

2

I am t?a- w > QWIET m" Pcm’uc Properties LLC and Perdue Real Estate Holdings LLLP
d have no assets and generate no incomc. During my
appointment to the position M Secretary of Agriculture, these entities will remain dormant.
fwaill not pcwsx il s for these entities, c\cspt lhi‘il Iowill wmply with any

olvi

requirements i Tings. taxes and fees zh;zt 1in these
entities while they are d
1

Bl

ormant, As Seerctary of Al not participate
personally and substanti in any particular matter that to my k m\\i diC has a direct and
! ial interests of either of these entities, unless 1 first obtain a

S.C0§ 208 bR

Pit.ﬁ‘l. 1ble
writien waly
3) My wite and |are co-trustees and sole beneflciaries of the Perdue Family Revocable

agement Trust, and my wife is the trusiee und one of the beneficiaries of the T‘ rdue
ervation Trust. an irrevecable trust. The Perdue Family Revocable
rust holds all of the voting steck in Perdue Business Holdings, Ine., and the
reservation Trust holds all of the non-voting stock in Perdue

ine. An appointment committee of the Perdue Family Wealth
power to appoint some part or all of the assets of that trust to my
ant children. whether outright or in further trust. \’»'ithin G0 days
¢ these trusts to be restru tu:ui such that | will revoke the
agement Trust and vanster all of it steck m Perdue
';.t vy a new, irrevocable trust ("New Family Management Trust™)
'~h'i1 wi l 0ot spouse, Neither T nor my wife will serve as wustee of the
New Famity '\hm:«_’:mut Trust. Until the steps outlined in this I wagraph are completed.
4R Perse voand substandally in any ;m cular ma M dx At toomy
sadirectand ?‘KG&L& Sle effect on the fing : :

|
Revacable Management Trust or any of 1ts underlying I

)
the

{it me or my

erests of the

my confirmaiion, the appointment committee for the Perdue Family
mﬁm Trust will appoint all of its st mi in Perdue iness Holdigs. Ine. o
{"New Wealth Preservation Trust™) that will not benefit me ormiy
my wite will servé as trustee of the New Wealth Ps"@mx‘\mim’l Fs‘mi
t d-\mxm.m for the New Wealth Preservation Trust will expressly prohibit its
nt commitice from appolnting frust assets to me or my speuse. T will not
ar matier that o my knowledge has

ic Perdue Family Wealth

appointime
nmi;mm 17v*z\t'=‘1aii v and
and predictable ef
a1y Tru
mt t E8 UL
208(b

ibstantially

Lt

part
i

interests oi
orany of it underhyi u!du‘g\ xm%u
LS 208 o qualify for

¢t on the Gnar

T

o
l

. Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics or unproiesslonai wnduct” Please
prhm Athird pa comp i,i. 1t 1o the Georgia Sism [t!m& mmissi on n {Case No. HHIZY
dated ?mmm y 29, feged that Perdue for i comyittee violated

the Eth CIn one instance. iU was a Ei“”u‘; that the commitice accepted
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excessive and unreported fn-kind contributions from Perdue, Inc. through use of a company

plane for camp poses. The corporation. Perdue, Inc., was owned by my wife, Mary
Perdue. Tt was al(uxd that. while Mary Perdue could make unlimited contributions, a
corporation cwned ent nu v by her could not. The allegation was settled after T pard a $1,000
penalty and i ‘S\I;‘,b: to Perdue, Inc. for use of l‘u plane. In :mmhu nstance.
it was alleged the (e received excessive campaign contributions. The consent order
stated that two contribugons were improperly re-designated for debt retirement and four
contributions were improperty reporfed for the wrong clection. I paid a $900 civil penalty, and

el

¢

B

)
H
some refunds were issued,

It should be neted that, in a case involving a different candidate decided in Dec. 2016 (Case No
2010- 1o the Commission reversed itselt on part of the mmp%zmit issue, and ruled that a
corporation owned by a candidate has ne contribution imit te that candidate,

j¥53

As Governor. your first Executive Order prohibited state ethics officials from receiving gifts
worth more than $25 from lobbyists. While Governor, did you receive any gifts worth more
than $25 from lobbyists in violation of your Executive Order? I did not vielate my Executive
Order.

Process/Responsiveness to Congress

4. llook forward to having a close working relationship with you, if you are confirmed. The work
in this very important area is truly a bipartisan team effort. If confirmed, do you agree without
reservation to:

a. Reply promptly to any reasonable request for information from me or any duly constituted
committee of the Congress? Yes.

b. Respond to my requests for data and technical assistance in drafting legislation? Ye

c. Notify me or my staff in advance of making public any major changes USDA decides to
make or major decisions USDA makes during your tenure? Yes,

d. Provide to this Committee any reports provided by USDA to the Senate Appropriations
Committee or the Agriculture, Rural Development. Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee? Yes.

Farm Bill

5. During the 2014 Farm Bill, the House of Representatives attempted to split the Farm Bill into
2 parts rather than maintain the long-standing connection between food and farm policy. This
ultimately failing strategy was opposed by over 500 farm, food, energy. conservation, nutrition
and rural groups. If confirmed, will you oppose any efforts to split the farm bill and, instead.
join the broad coalition of Farm Bill groups to support a comprehensive Farm Bill? The
President of the United States I8 commited to keeping food and farm policy in the same

legiclation and will oppose anv effirt to sever the polic

aredas.
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Food Safety

6.

In 2009, dwring your second term as governor, a peanut processor in southwest Georgia was
directly linked to a widespread salmonella outbreak. The processing plant not only failed to
control the contamination, but “re-tested” tainted products and then continued to distribute
them. Nearly 700 people fell ill across more than 40 states, and 9 deaths were linked to the
outbreak. Due to lack of oversight and due diligence, the plant had to shut down and most of
its work force was laid off. Additionally, at least 600 people fell ill in 2007 due to another
salmonella outbreak linked to a different facility in Georgia. People not only lost jobs, but they
lost their lives, and those who were lucky enough to live lost their faith and trust in the
government that is supposed to keep them safe.

Seeing as USDA is responsible for ensuring the safety of all meat and poultry consumed in the
U.S.. will you commit to consulting both consumer and industry groups on the development
of any new food safety policy or changes made to existing polices? Yes.

Will you commit to government transparency to ensure food safety? Yes.

Will you commit to supporting a budget with adequate resources to guarantee that U.S.
citizens™ health and Food Safety remain top priorities during your time as Secretary of
Agriculture? Yes.

The relationship between USDA and FDA s critically important to the safety of the nation’s
food supply. 1t’s also been an important partnership while FDA implements final rules under
the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA), which will improve food safety of processed
foods, fresh produce, pet food, and ensure foreign suppliers are meeting the same standards as
domestic producers and processors.

Will you commit to maintaining and strengthening this relationship? How will you increase
conumunication and cooperation between USDA and FDA on food safety issues?

The FSMA standards are poised to have major impacts on small farmers. FDA's own
regulatory impact analysis states that some small farms will go out of business. Will you
commit to ensuring that USDA programs provide outreach and technical assistance to smaller
operations attempting to comply with FSMA? One of the top agricultural priorities for this
Admint jon 18 1o mmprove and aire 1 in eney coeperation. I contirmed, T will
wil] be total

nfirmed. D witl commit USDA 1o enwt
> the support neces

agriculiure community recel ssion and to

feed the world.

> Lo support its m

Conservation

8,

Water quality issues are on the top of the minds of many Michigan residents and farmers.
Which voluntary agriculture conservation programs are the most successful at delivering the
best usc of taxpayer funds to address resource concerns like water quality? If confirmed, Took
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the most recent available data about which programs can deliver

v henefits most cost efficiently

forward to learning from

conservation and wate

USDA agricultural conservation programs encourage farmers to undertake voluntary efforts to
improve water quality, protect wildlife habitat, and preserve water resources on their
operations. Unfortunately, the President’s “skinny budget” targets the role of USDA in helping
farmers do conservation. I'm very concemed the full budget proposal released in May will
further target the voluntary conservation programs authorized by the Farm Bill. The 2014 Farm
Bill included $23 billion 1n deficit reduction, with $6 billion in savings coming from
conservation, including sequestration. The Agriculture Committee has already done its part
toward deficit reduction.

Please explain how you will protect and defend the voluntary conservation programs from
arbitrary cuts oumdc of t he. Fdrm Bill process if you are Lonfumed as gsu:taly I confinmed.
1 and with the Congress to ensure that every effort 1s put

[will work w 1
on programs.

forth to protect voluntars

il

. President’s Trump’s budget proposes to “encourage private sector conservation planning.” In

my state of Michigan nearly one-third of conservation funding is for technical assistance and
planning to help farmers address issues like the algae blooms in Lake Erie.

Can you elaborate on what this proposal means — is the intent to eliminate all USDA
conservation planning and technical assistance for farmers? Will this change result in fewer
far mers gmna help to addn.ss issues of water quality and drought on their operations? Water

: of healthy Uving and must be the hynehpin of sustainable
ned, T will commit that i will not be USDA s Intent to
planning and technical assistance for farmers.

sential w

. The 2014 Farm Bill created the new Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) to

promote locally-led, partnership-driven conservation efforts and leverage federal funding to
address a variety natural resource concerns across the country. In my home state of Michigan,
these innovative partnerships have been important to help address issues like water quality in
Lake Eric and the Saginaw Bay.

If confirmed, will you be a champion for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program?
How will you bolster the partnership model for conservation and ensure that the Natural
Resources Conservation Service fully embraccs this new, innovative appmach to conservation
in the field? Lu o of resour Hy our water. air and la ust be a top
priovity for USDAL Yes, Twill make sure CNRCS is in line with this commitment.,

. Conservation compliance has been a bedrock agreement between farmers and taxpayers since

1985 — for more than 30 years. This agreement was further highlighted by the broad coalition
of conservation, crop insurance, and farm groups who supported expanding conservation
compliance in the 2014 Farm Bill. In fact. this agreement was critical to ensuring passage of
the 2014 Farm Bill. T am concerned about any changes that could be made to this agreement
that would go against Congressional intent.
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If confirmed, will you commit to protecting conservation compliance in its current form and
not rolling back these basic environmental protections that farmers agree to in return for
receiving commaodity and crop insurance support? Conservation is one of the mechanisms we
must use to help keep ¢ :

building upon our conse:

. While Governor, you signed into law a bill authorizing a $150 million trust fund and revolving

toan fund to help purchase conservation easements. You also supported tax credits to
incentivize donation of land for conservation uses. The USDA also runs an agricultural
conservation easement program to help preserve working farmland and wetlands, authorized
by the Farm Bill.

Do you believe the government should support the permanent protection of Ag land and
wetlands through conservation easements? If not, please explain. If yes, will you commit to
protecting funding for the Ag Conservation Easement Program at USDA? As stated above, |
am {ully committed to crsuring that conservation pro

ns are strengthened.

Farm Safety Net

14. The 2014 Farm Bill represented a major shift in U.S. commeodity policy by repealing the old

‘i

system of direct payments and shifting toward more market-based programs that provide a
safety net for farmers when prices or yields drop. Producers had the option of choosing
between a revenue protection program, Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and a price-loss
program, Price Loss Coverage (PLC). These options between the programs parallel the choice
in Federal Crop Insurance between vield protection and revenue protection for many
commodities that have been popular with farmers. The creation of “generic base” in the 2014
Farm Bill coupled with the reference prices set in the Farm Bill provided an incentive for
farmers to plant certain crops on these acres, or “planting to the program.”

Do you support farmers having the choice, or perhaps even combined protection, so that both
the risks from low prices or bad weather can be protected against? Do you comumit to working
with Congress in the development of the 2018 Farm Bill to ensure that producers have a strong
safety net, while also preventing market distorting programs? I confirmed. I will pun

{inding the best possible methods of providing safety nels to cur agricultural pariners. |

o wark with Congress to seck workable, practical, non-market distort

challenges.

r sofutions to these

. Robust risk management protection through Federal Crop Insurance has been a critical part of

the safety net for farmers, as was highlighted in a recent letter to you signed by over 50
organizations. Unfortunately, many producers who grow specialty crops or grow outside the
main production areas still do not have crop msurance available. While the addition of a buy-
up option under the 2014 Farm Bill's Non-insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), has
provided improved risk management options for these producers, it does not provide the same
risk protection as crop insurance.
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[f confirmed. do you commit to continuing to expand risk protection and crop insurance options
to new areas and commodities? How will you encourage collaboration and regular data-
sharing between the Farm Service Agency and the Risk Management Agency and even the
pub ic in order to asslxt in the development of new crop insurance policies? | believe in
our best seientific and statistical dat available to agricultural

. alfordable ways to expund the

producers. Yes, Dwill work with Congress o find prac
vrral salfety net,

1

[=

. The last Farm Bill made modifications to the actively engaged requirements that determine
what amount of work a person must do to be eligible for up to $125.000 in farm payments.
Some critics believe that the rules are still too lenient.

Do you support the existing limitations and ¢ iOibi]ity requirements? Are there areas you
would scrutinize as Secretary? [ confirmed. I will take this issue under study and will make
the results of USD avaitable w the Congress. Such infurmation will help inform the
formulaty

17.1n 2015 and 2016. the Farm Service Agency (FSA) sought and used discretionary authority to
offer and award cooperative agreements to form partnerships with a variety of universities and
non-profit organizations to help the agency expand its outreach, technical assistance and
nmnual assistance  (seer  hitpsiwww. fsaousda gov programs-and-services/coopetati

1dex).

sreeients

Do you plan to continue to offer these opportunities for public-private partnerships and help
FSA reach underserved farmers and ranchcrs including beginning farmers and veterans? |am
committed to the art of (ﬂ ; those underserved in i

dure and our
veterans d wi fuate < i order fo sire 1;’Jscn the quatity of
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Forestry

18. In my view, the biggest challenge facing the Forest Service today is a broken budget. The
agency is now routinely spending over half of their budget fighting wildfires, up from 16% in
1995. The last administration consistently supported legislation to enact a comprehensive fix
to the Forest Service budget. | was heartened to hear your comments on this matter during the
hearing.

Will you please confirm that you support a comprehensive fix to the Forest Service budget that
both stops the practice of fire borrowing and addresses the long term erosion of the agency’s
non-fire budget? 1t so, and if confirmed, will you commit to advocating for such
comprehensive solution within the administration, with the President, the Interior Secretary,
the OMB Duectox. and others? If confirmed. I am committed to working with Congress to
o i to the Forest Service UUu\ ¢t tha %v oth stops the practice of fire
wong Wrm 4

. <t Bt
g across the Admin

s pom-tire
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We are committed w finding best practices in land and forest management, pardeularly in ow

westery states.,

. The Forest Service manages 193 million acres of public land on behalf of the American people.

Some in Congress and elsewhere have suggested that the federal government ought to sell
some of these lands to private parties or transfer their management authority to the states. The
President opposed this idea on the campaign trail and Secretary Zinke, to his credit, opposed
this idea as it related to Interior Department land during his confirmation process.

Will you commit to following the lead of the President and of Secretary Zinke, and oppose the

sale of Forest Service lands to private parties or the transfer of management xeﬁponslbllmes to

the states? 1 suppart the President and Seeretary Zinke in this matter. The stewardship of t
ity and i1 confirmed, Twill commit USDA to partner

*mdw an awesome and sacred ro
vith other agencies 1o find the best management sol

('/

red re SRR onsit

Secretary Zinke has been very public about his desire to see USDA’s Forest Service moved to
the Interior Department. The Forest Service comprises nearly a quarter of the overall USDA
workforce and a significant amount of the agency’s non-nutrition budget.

Will you commit to strenuously opposing efforts to move the Forest Service to the Interior
Department — both in your capdcny advising (h\. President as part of his cabinet and in your
teshmony before (onor ess? The Forest Sar provides stewardship to a major agricultural

o, and ulimate rest produc - of products. As
an agricultural ummm)dit), dy should remain in the jurisdiction of USDAL

. In 2004, you supported the Bush Administration’s recommendation that 8,090 acres of

Georgia’s Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest be protected as wildemess, At the time, you
said, "I want to thank President Bush and Secretary Veneman for secking the input of state and
local officials on decisions that affect our conununities, the Forest Service sought input from
numerous stakeholders in making this important decision to protect over 8,000 acres in North
Georgia. This pristine forest land will now be protected for generations of Georgians o enjoy.”

If confirmed, will you commit to showing similar support for wilderness — both in directing
your Forest Service to recommend suitable wilderness areas to Congress for designation, and
in testifying in support of lucally led wilderness bills that are heard by this Committee? [
firrmed, Twill support the Adnimistration’s effort to ereate a climate of shaved stewardship
oo o wildemess designations. T will lead the

Co

of our forested lands, When stakeholders ca

nporove such offe

effort to get Congress

. In 2004, your administration penned a letter, signed by your Natural Resources Commissioner,

secking Senator [sakson’s and Senator Chambliss’ support for the federal acquisition of two
mholdmgs within the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest using resources from the Land
and Water Conservation Fund.

Do you support the mission of the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which was signed into
law in 1965 after garnering bipartisan support in Congress? If confirmed, can we count on vou
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to be an advocate for the Fund in Congress and to oppose attempts to subvert the Fund’s
original purpose? Yes, I support the fund and yes. I will oppose any effort to subvert the Fund.

. As Agriculture Secretary you'll oversee the 193 million acre National Forest System. In recent

years, we've scen impressive data showing that public lands, including our national forests.
provide substantial economic benefits through recreation activities like hunting, fishing.
wildlife viewing, skiing, snowmobiling, and others. One estimate suggests that outdoor
recreation brings in $646 billion a year to the domestic economy while sustaining six million
jobs in the industry.

Can you describe how you will work with your Undersecretary for Natural Resources and
Environment and your Forest Service Chief to ensure that our national forests and grasslands
will be able to sustain this economic Gmwth zmd Continue creating new jobs?  This
Administration 1s con f }* ‘m'idiﬂ‘ stewardship of
our forested arens. 1 tion in preserving
recreational aspects of

committed to su p-g

deral forest usce.

E

Climate Change

24, Farmer, ranchers, and forestland owners across the country are seeing the effects of man-made

j)
14

climate change every day. As Governor, you spearheaded several initiatives to increase energy
efficiency and renewable energy. and you even created the Georgia Carbon Sequestration
Registry that helps Georgia landowners participate in carbon markets. However, you also
penned a 2014 op-ed where you appeared to question climate science, a piece that has led some
to label you a climate chanue denier. The 2014 op-ed was it Common Core State Standa
amd the quote {01t has seve 1 times been taken out of confext where Dwas drawing similarities
between the ey ims often mudc by both st Ecs in the debates over Common Core

d a Stare By

its that increasing ¢ ions of ¢

h's climate.”

If confirmed, can we count on you to recognize the existence of man-made climate change and
the threats that climate change poses to agriculture? Furthermore, can we count on you to
continue the work started by Secretary Vxldek in making climate-smart agriculture and
forestry a priority at USDA? 1 helieve
unuhdm ing e and

oprotecting senstive public |

ytake a o

fsten l Lommoen ’\"“\L JPI“H\ wch

focus on sl wyies th

o
e
b
e

e
(”
k54
7
]
[
f

A ;hc Scorelary of <Tr.m:mem. Fwould be conmmitted to he

- Will you commit to this Committee that no career USDA personnel will be dismissed in the

future because they participated in research or USDA programs that dealt with climate change
issues under the last administration? Yes
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In 2015 the USDA authored a report finding, among other things, that “Climate change is tikely
to diminish continued progress on global food security through production disruptions that lead
to local availability limitations and price increases, interrupted transport conduits, and
diminished food safety, among other causes.” Additionally, the World Food Program has said,

“Food insecurity — especially when caused by a rise in food prices — is a threat and impact
nmltiplier for violent conflict.”  And recently your potential future colleague in the cabinet.
Defense Secretary Mattis, said “Climate change is impacting stability in areas of the world
where our troops are operating today.” and “climate change can be a driver of instability and
the Department of Defense must pay attention to potential adverse impacts generated by this
phenomenon.”

Do you agree with Secretary Mattis that climate change can be a driver of instability and can
have adverse impacts in certain parts of the world? Disruptions to growing seasons. whether
natoral or man-made, ¢
to fnst
nine billion people b

our decisions on to me

i concen o me. Any event, action or ﬁhuwmv on that leads
feeding more than
nee inform

are of ¢

v we face the ¢

e year 20
ot these challer

Many producer groups feel that Secretary Vilsack made a smart move by setting up the USDA
climate hubs to help producers adapt their operations to a changing climate.

Will you commit to continuing the USDA’s Climate Hubs? 1 ook forward to learning more
about this program and giving it every consideration should | be confirmed.

GMO Labeling
28. On July 29th, 2016, a bill establishing a mandatory GMO labeling program at USDA was

signed into law. The statute requires the program to be fully implemented within two years
after bill passage. by July 29, 2018.

Will you commit to meeting this statutory deadline? Will you or your staft provide the
Committee ngll‘al updair.s 011 implementation of this law? 1t is the law of the land and USDA
Yes, Dwill provide uy

wil meet es, if contirmed.

. On January 30, 2017, President Trump issued an executive order (EQ), titled “Reducing

Regulation and Controlling Regulatory Costs,” requiring that for every significant regulation
issued by an agency, two regulations must be repealed. There has been considerable confusion
over whether and how this EO would apply to the regulations implementing the GMO labeling
program, which 1s required by statue to be fully implemented by July 29, 2018,

(_dﬂ you cxpldm hm\ thc EO will apply to the regulations, both proposed and final, for the
{insist that thv department provide comprehensive
Ssary 1o i rent the stat

repott on those results onee the anal

med, Twil

s of rules nec

PO andd

islation. Twill

Hory !»Limtuﬂidim

s 18 complote.
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GIPSA Rules

30. Throughout his campaign and in his inaugural address, President Trump stressed the
importance of defending American workers against an economy that has been rigged to favor
large corporations—not workers. The farm sector is certainly not exempt from the same forees
that can lead to unfair wages and working conditions that President Trump vows to fight. That
pursuit of fairmess sits at the heart of the Packers and Stockyards Act, an important law
administered by the Grain Inspection, Packers, and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA). As
you may have seen, GIPSA recently promulgated a set of rules designed to protect poultry
farmers against unfair business practices. Both the Farm Bureau and the National Farmers
Union support the rules.

Consistent with President Trump’s pledge to protect the little guy, do you intend to fully
implement the Farmer Fair Practices Rules recently promulgated by GIPSA? The w\m;\.hu
penod for pub .c-mn“.cm on the “Farmer Fair Practices Rules” closed on Friday, March 2

2017, I confirmed, T will ensure that the agency fully constders the comments submitted

Sl
3:1
regarding the effectiveness and ceonomivc impacts of full implementation, including the views

you have set forth here,
Agricultural Research

31. The U.S. faces economic, social. and environmental challenges that will require strong and
innovative systems of food and agricultural science for answers and technology solutions.
USDA is the nation’s leading funder of agriculture research, education, and extension
programs, funding on average $1.3 billion per year to support the nation’s agriculture sector.
In 2013, Michigan received a total of $54 million in competitive agriculture research grants to

support Michigan’s agriculture economy.

What research priorities regarding food and agriculture should the USDA focus on during the
next four years? Given the cuts proposed by President Trump to USDA programs, how will
the USDA be able to continue to support critical research on food and agriculture? Will you
commit to supporting agriculture research programs? Given the importance of agriculture
research to the entire agriculture industry, would you recommend increasing, decreasing, or
l\upmé the same tlu research budget? | am fully commitied o ensuring that the best scion
at USDIAL To that end b owill seek to strengthen our fin
Farther. USDA has SO

culiure ang
on how best to meet the chal

1
angial
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s oour dect
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fthe top scientists |
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of feed

I seek thoir coung

32. The 2014 Farm Bill provided significant investment in agriculture research by creating a new
Foundation for Food and Agriculture Rescarch. designed to support innovative and important
agriculture research ideas while leveraging federal and private funds to maximize investment.
This week, the Foundation, in partnership with the Nobel foundation, announced a $6.6 million
investment in cover crop development to protect soil health. This is a great example of how
public and private partnerships can fund important agriculture initiatives.
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If confirmed. will you commit to supporting and continuing to work with the Foundation as an
ex officio member? Will you commit to working with the Foundation to further enhance public
and private partnerships in agriculture research? Yes and ves.

Scientific Integrity

33. In a January 2017 report, USDA received the highest possible rating for their Scientific
Integrity Policy (SIP). In addition to having a top-rated policy on scientific integrity, the
Departiment has taken actions to foster a culture of scientific integrity during the last
administration. By articulating the principles of scientific integrity, USDA intends to instill
public confidence in its research and science-based public policymaking.

If confirmed as Secretary, will you commit to upholding the policies and actions already
in place to ensure scientific integrity within the Administration? Will you pledge to
continue to publicly share allegations of compromised sc"miﬁc integrity and research
misconduct involving USDA conducted or supported scientific and technological
activities, as has been done previously? Yes and ves.

Animal Health

34. Within the last year, the U.S. has secn outbreaks of avian influenza, New World
Screwwaorn, and bovine tuberculosis. As a veterinarian, you understand the dangers of
zoonotic diseases, and that most new human pathogens originate in animals. USDA is the
primary government agency responsible for safeguarding animal health. A strong, quick
response to diseasc issues as they arise is important not only for producers and consumers
but also for maintaining U.S. trade relationships.

Given the steep cuts President Trump has called for from USDA, are you confident that we
arc fully prepared to mect any plant or animal dﬁcasc challcn;»s affecting American
agriculture? Yos, butwe must abways remain v i to address emerging threats.

Bl

Specialty Crops

35. Michigan’s agriculture sector is rich in diversity, from traditional commodities and
specialty crops to organics and local food systems, the Michigan agriculture sector
contributes over $101.2 billion annually to the state’s economy.

If confirmed, how will you ensure USDA supports all farmers including small and medium
scale farmers, specialty crop growers, and organic producers? Will you commit to meeting
the unique needs of new and beginning farmers, particularly those in urban areas and those
usmg new and umovamc growing mcthods’ ‘cunﬁr”“ ed, T will ask that USDA engage
ide stakeholders. meluding tho

focused on specialty crop prmhzdm;, w oensure  that the entir ultural ;xpm;‘n'um i};

ves that will

brought umu;! the un s‘amiia of the department.
i I}zm‘ucn,n‘ the

1d that will incentivize ¢

best insurance ag
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Pollinators

36, In 2015, the Obama administration led efforts to address the decline in U.S. honey bee
health, and issued “The National Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other
Pollinators™.

If confirmed, will you commit to continuing the efforts outlined in the national strategic
report? Will you also commit to holding a national summit on honey bee and pollinator
crop protection with various stakeholders across the agricultural community? And finally,
will you commit to working with the beekeepers, pollinator groups and other agriculture
stakeholders to design a multi-year field study under the SCRT program? Yes, if confirmed.
d 1o reviewing the strategic report and workimg with the USDA team and

[ look fors

stakeholders on this issue.

Organics

37. Organic agriculture is the fastest growing segment in the U.S. agriculture economy. The
organic industry has grown over 200% over since 2007 and now contributes over $50 billion
a year to the national economy.

How do you plan to support organics in your new administration? Will you continue efforts to
integrate and offer services to organic producers through the field based agencies like NRCS
and FSA? How will you look for new market opportunities and ensure USDA resources are
supporting organic agriculture? Will you commit to supporting organic exports and pushing
for new international markets? In light of the hiring freeze and the President’s proposed budget
cuts. how will you ensure the National Organic Program has adequate resources to enforce the
organic label? Will you commit to collecting organic market data information? Will you
commlt o wor kmq with R’\AA to dculop crop m@mamc tools that work for or, Oamc px oducers?
i " agricultur
ol the ove
omics, We
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and trade stralegy.
Civil Rights

38. USDA has a decades-long history of civil rights violations, as reported by GAO. In light of
this, Secretary Vilsack made it a priority to build a new era for civil rights at USDA, ensuring
that all employees and customers were treated fairly. regardless of their race, color, gender,
sexual orientation, national origin, religion, disability, or age. During his tenure, USDA
corrected past errors, learned from mistakes, and charted a stronger path forward where all
Americans are treated with dignity and respect. This included providing better service to
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USDA customers, correcting past civil rights mistakes, improving outreach efforts, and
cultivating a diverse and inclusive workforce

If confirmed as Secretary, do you pledge to continue this progress toward ensuring that all
USDA customers and employecs are treated with dignity and respect and that such laws are
properly followed? Specifically, will you continue with efforts to promote diversity on Farm
Service Agency County Committees and on all USDA commissions and advisory boards?
Yes, vesand v

Beginning Farmers

39.

40.

As the average age of the American farmer is continuing to get older, several new efforts were
put in place in the 2014 Farm Bill to support new farmers, including better access to credit,
casier land transition. and risk management tools.

What efforts will you take to ensure new farmers and ranchers have access to USDA programs
and resources? Will you comumit to continuing outreach and interagency coordination to reach
new farmers? Will you commit to looking across all USDA programs and sure they are
working in collaboration to meet the needs of new farmers? Will you commit to supporting
youth programing like FFA, 4-H, and farm to school activities? If contirmed, T will have
USDA dcn!u; and integrate o pi:zzl to continue to ineentivize new entries into agriculture,
itments of ‘vml\A ng USDA a valuable repository of toels and aids o
c4-Hoand farm w school

T\JHJ\ I can assure e VO

Over the past several years, we've seen significant increases in the number of veterans
interested in farming and agriculture careers posl-mlhtmy service. The training and experience
veterans gain in the military provides important skills that help them transition into new
farmers and ranchets.

Will you commit to working to increase opportunities for veterans at the USDA, including
keeping the Military Vetemm Agriculture Liaison position and expanding that office to include
full time employees? Yes. [ look forward to identifying now opporunites w altract our
veterans w USDA and agriculture,

Pesticides

41,

The Environmental Protection Agency, the Fish & Wildlife Service, and the National Marine
Fisheries Service are among a few agencies that play a critical role in supporting producer's
access to safe and effective pesticide products.

With respect to the registration of pesticide products under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
& Rodenticide Act. please explain how you intend to do the following: (i) coordinate USDA
efforts with other agencies that play a role in the registration and use of pesticide products; (ii)
engage all stakeholders, including those that can provide scientific and technical input to
regulators; and (iil) support science-based regulations that will provide certainty for farmers
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and ranchers that rely on timely registration of pesticide products? It conlirmed. I will cnsure
that all decisions 1 USDA are based on the best available science and data. will also create
an environment in USDA that
actions taken by the de

stakcholdors,

i make interagency coordination a qualitying condition of all
i

Good decisions cannot be made withour nput trom al

International Food Aid/Food Security

42.

43.

The United States has a long history of leadership in lending a helping hand across the globe—
not only as a compassionate response to alleviate hunger and suffering, but also to promote our
own national security by creating a safer and more stable world. This is in part why Chairman
Roberts and I recently led a bipartisan group of 30 Senators in a letter to OMB Director
Mulvaney requesting full support for Food for Peace, which provides both emergency food
assistance and development programs to strengthen food security. Unfortunately, President
Trump’s budget makes substantial cuts to foreign assistance, which is particularly concerning
given the current level of need around the world.

Do you believe that international food aid and food security are important to our national
security? If confirmed, how will you ensure that USDA and the United States remain a leader
in international assistance and development? Will you advocate for USDA to play a strong role
in supporting the U.S. government’s global food security strategy, and will you commit the
staff and resources nec y to ensure that USDA contipues its important role in fighting
global hunger? Ensurin should be a priority for USDAL Furiher, USDA should

ling j s and agencies of the federal government in fulfilting
advocate that USDA be a par

be awil her departm

our national security com Ifeonfirmed, Tw

these effc

The President’s “skinny budget” proposal eliminated funding for the McGovern-Dole Food
for Education program. This program funds nutritional support, literacy instruction, school
infrastructure improvements, and other activities that help create stable, healthy communities
in some of the world’s poorest countries. It not only helps fight hunger and strengthen food
security, but also improves school attendance — particularly for girls, who have historically
been excluded from cducation in many parts of the world. For example, one McGovem-Dole
project in Pakistan increased girls’ school enrollment by 3235 percent. In 20135, this program
reached almost 3 million beneficiaries around the world — the vast majority of whom are
children. It is also widely supported by American farmers, who provided over half a million
metric tons of U.S.-grown commodities for McGovern-Dole projects between FY2010 and
FY2015.

Do you support the goals of fighting childhood malnutrition, strengthening food security and
community health, and improving literacy and school attendance around the world? Yes.

Trade

44,

The global nature of commodity markets today makes the enforcement of our trade laws
essential to protecting the livelihoods of family farmers and ranchers. In the sugar sector, the
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unlawful, high-volume dumping of sugar from Mexico into the U.S. market has created very
difficult business conditions for our producers.

Will you commit to working closely with our sugar producers to ensure that U.S. sugar policy
is carricd out effectively and, in collaboration with other government departments, be an active
partner in addressing the industry’s trade priorities? Yes.

JUS. exporters of soybeans, com, and dried distillers’ grains (DDGs) derived from

biotechnology continue to experience trade barriers in overseas markets, especially in China,
with systemic consequences throughout the U.S. agriculture value chain. Specifically, the
government of China is slow to approve biotech products that have already been cleared in the
U.S. for commercialization, jeopardizing China as a market for our growers and making it
difficult for seed companies to continue innovating.

If confirmed, will you work closely with USTR and other government agencies and working
groups as necessary to enhance the coordination of biotech product approvals in China and
worldwide to work more favorably for U.S. agriculture? [t confirmed, sceuring inte ional

and domestic markets for cur seience-proven commaditios will be one of my highest priorities.

. The Trump Administration often mentions its commitment to free, fair trade. Part of fair trade

for the agriculture sector is working to cnsurc that imported farm goods are not produced with
bad labor practices. According to the Department of Labor and outside reporting, cattle
ranchers in Brazil have made use of forced labor to raise beef. Importing beet produced with
forced labor into the U.S. not only rewards bad actors in Brazil, but it also puts U.S. producers
playing by the rules and doing right by their employees at a significant disadvantage.

How do you plan to work across government and with industry to address bad labor practices
among our trading partners and what steps will you take to address them when an instance of
abusive practices is confirmed? International trade is about finding the level playing field for
all participants. Ail party ¢

coordination with the
1 in determining the best wade curcomes for all
we in bad fabor

i
sitate o object when our rading paitners en
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Committee on Foreign Investinent in the United States

47. The farm sector is one of America’s greatest strengths. We have affordable, safe food

supplies and many of the great food and biotechnology companies are based in the United
States. Agriculture is also the one sector of the U.S. economy in which we consistently hold a
trade surplus. Even so. the industry has experienced significant consolidation over the years
and farmers and consumers are increasingly focused on maintaining a strong, competitive
marketplace. Amplifying concerns is the potential that the increasing volume of foreign
acquisitions and of U.S. agricultural companics-—cspecially acquisitions initiated by foreign
government-linked entities—may damage our food markets and diminish our reputation as
the leading producer of high-quality food and agriculture technology worldwide.
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Will your department make a priority of monitoring foreign acquisitions and mergers in the
agriculture sector, especially those Hnked with state-owned entities, and support making the
Secretary of Agriculture a permanent member of the Committee on Foreign Investment in the
United States? Yes. I plan to close s. and [ believe the
Secretary of Agriculture should participate on the Committes on Foreign lnvestment when
mergers and acquisitions afl riculture ¢

H

we considered.

altecting a

Family Safety Net

48.

49.

Ly
<

Although we have made progress in reducing food insecurity in the past § years, over 42
million Americans, many of whom are children, senjors and veterans, struggle to access
adequate food for themselves and their families. Without strong. national nutrition safety net
programs the rate of hunger in America would undoubtedly be far worse. The Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the National School Breakfast, School Lunch and
Summer Meals programs, the Child and Adult Care Food Program {CACFP), the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women. Infants, and Children (WIC), the Emergency
Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
and the Commodity Supplemental Food Program each play an important role in addressing
improving the health and well-being of families and our economy.

If confirmed, will you commit to support full funding for these programs and work with me to
protect access to these programs for all individuals in need and prevent structural changes that
k forward to working with vou and

s remain viable and effective.

¥

would reduce the effectiveness of these programs? 1 o

the Congress o ensure thes

¢ prog

According to Mission Readiness, a nonprofit comprised of aver 500 retired generals and
admirals, nutrition is critical to our national security. According to the Department of Defense,
over 70% of 18-24 year olds arc incligible to serve in the military and the primary reason is
obesity. That is why Mission Readiness joined pediatricians, parents, principals, dieticians and
others to encourage Congress and the Administration to preserve healthy meal standards
established by the Healthy. Hunger Free Kids Act.

In order to ensure our national security interests are addressed, will you commit protect and
detend science-based nutrition standards in school breakfast, lunch. snack and sunumer meals
programs? If contirmed, [ will ensure USDA continues 1o bring forward te best science
mformed data upon w i L our utrition programs.

1 o make decis

. The Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) projects have been successful in providing

access to summer meals for thousand children that rely upon healthy, free and reduced price
meals during the school year, but have limited access to meals during the summer. In Michigan,
Summer EBT has not only provided access to health meals to children in rural Michigan and
Detroit, but also played a critical role in mitigating the impact of lead exposure for children in
Flint.
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If confirmed, will you commit to support continued funding for the Summer EBT projects and
work with me to improve access to summer meals for children? If confirmed. I will continue
to be commiited to providin ess to healthy o

wir children ace

. The Dictary Guidelines for Americans, updated every five years, serve as an important

framework for nutrition policy at the federal, state and local level as well as an important
educational tool for both public health professionals and average Americans seeking to
improve their nutrition and health. The National Academy of Medicine is currently conducting
a review of how the Dictary Guidelines are developed to ensure the integrity of the process.

If confirmed. will you conumit to ensuring that the Dietary Guidelines process remains science-
based and transparent? Yes.

. While poverw and food insecurity is often associated with urban communities, rural

communities have been slow to recover after the Great Recession. SNAP is a critical lifeline
for families in rural communities who continue fo struggle to put food on their tables. While
overall SNAP cascloads arc declining because the cconomy is improving, this is not
necessarily the case in many rural conumunities.

Does this Administration intend to prioritize the issue of rural poverty? If confirmed, will you
commit to opposing cuts to SNAP that would harm rural communities and other communitics
inneed? Food security 1s important 1o all Americans. I confirmed. | will commit 1o ensuring
i

that all Ame food security.

Local Foods

53

. Industry data shows that local food sales totaled at least $12 billion in 2014 and are expected
to reach over $20 billion by 2019. Over 160,000 farmers currently sell products into the local
food cconomy both through small scale purchases at farmers and into food hub aggregates for
large wholesale purchases. USDA made significant investment in building infrastructure to
support the local food economy. Since 2014, Cultivate Michigan's local food report indicated
that schools, hospitals, long term care facilities, early childhood centers, colleges, and other
businesses have purchased over $3.4 million in local foods.

Will you commit to supporting these ongoing economic initiatives that support local food
infrastructure and local economic growth and development? Will you commit to keeping the
“Know Your Farmer, Know Your Feod” USDA working group intact and let them provide
advice on local food development? Will you commit to supporting local food business
throughout the supply chain, including support for value added agriculture, food retail outlets,
and food hubs? What will you do to build, improve, and diversify dfom to ensure that direct
markntmz Oppouumms are av*nlablc to all Amcncan 1axmu€’ I America is o lead the way
i 3 : : s are involved as

zd, T wiil ensure
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USDA Food and Nuwrition Service has initiated a nunber of efforts to help small family farms
engage in direct marketing by addressing technology barriers that make it difficult for SNAP
participants to make purchases at farmers markets, farm-stands, and through comnmunity
supported agriculture programs.

Will you commit to focusing on these issues to make it easier for direct to consumer sales?
What will you do to support efforts that strengthen markets for small farmers?  Yes, if

emed. Twill commit USDA to providing as many tools as possible, including enhanced
technology. 1o ensure casy aceess o markets and marketing for small. focal farmers.

. Urban agriculture is quickly expanding and gaining popularity in communities, small towns,

and metropolitans across the United States. Urban agriculture brings farming to urban residents
and strengthens connections to rural communities. It also provides economic opportunities,
increases access to food, and is a training ground for future farmers.

Will you commit to supporting new farmers, innovative production methods, and all farmers
regardless if they arc located in urban or rural areas? Yos.

56. In 2013, USDA and EPA launched a food waste reduction challenge to get entities across the

entire supply chain to recover and reduce wasted food. Food waste is estimated at between 30-
40 percent of the food supply. USDA Economic Research Service estimates 31 percent food
toss at the retail and consumer levels, which corresponded to approximately 133 billien pounds
and $161 billion worth of food in 2010.

Will you commit to continuing efforts at USDA to reduce food waste? Yes.

Energy

57.

For years, I have been a strong advocate for a “Grow it here, Make it here” strategy when we
talk about the biobased economy. When we grow things and make things in Michigan, we
create jobs in Michigan. Industrial biotechnology is enabling companies across the country to
develop a robust biobased economy. Biobased production encompasses a complex value chain,
from agriculture through the manufacture of consumer goods, that provides an alternative to
the petroleum-based value chain and that brings environmental, economic and other benefits,
For example, Zeeland Farm Services in Michigan processes soybeans into a biodegradable oil
used to lubricate industrial chain saws. This biobased product was one of the first to be
registered under USDA’s BioPreferred Program. Another Michigan company, KTM
Industries. is making shipping coolers from biodegradable material created from com. The
biobased economy can generate new markets for agricultural producers, boost innovation in
domestic manufacturing, and stimulate sustainable economic growth. U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) energy programs and initiatives have been critical in driving investment
and development of these technologies. As a result, biobased industry contributes $393 billion
to the U.S. economy annually and supports 4.2 million jobs. In 2014, biobased products
replaced nearly 7 million barrels of o1l
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Will you continue USDA’s commitment to growing the biobased economy as Secretary of
Agriculture? How will you lead the federal efforts to promote a biobased economy through
the government’s purchases, as well as energy and rural development programs? Will you
commit to working with the Department of Defense and other government agencies to get them
to buy biobased products’ As with any advancements in seience. products that become viable

are those that find 1 markets where these products are demanded. The government
can help m this ene '%‘cau"g market entry opportanities for new products. Biobased
businesses {1t nio ‘im vubric and T look forward to working with partaer agencies on this

maiier,
Renewable Fuel Standard

58. Congress established the Renewable Fuel Standard in 2005 and strengthened the law in 2007.
As the Governor of Georgia, you were a national leader in supporting biofuels and biopower.
The landmark Renewable Fuel Standard is a huge economic driver in rural America. However,
the recently confirmed EPA Administrator and other administration officials have been hostile
to the program in the past. Carl feahn, whom President Trump has designed as a Special
Advisor to the President on Regulatory Reform, in particular, has been a vocal advocate for
changing the RFS by moving the point of obligation for compliance with the program. Mr.
feahn has an ownership stake in a refinery and would benefit from any such change, and thus
has a conflict of interest in the matter.

Will you commit to exclude Mr. Icahn from any conversations or communications you have
regarding the RFS given this conflict of interest? Will you agree to be an advocate for the
continued implementation of the RFS within the Administration consistent with the goals
Congress laid out in the statute? The RFS s good for American farmers and |ook forward o

on this matier.

supporting the Adminis

Immigration

59. The health of our agriculture industry is tied directly to immigration. Farmers frequently say
that few, if any, American workers are willing to take on the most difficult low-level farm jobs
— particularly the hand harvesting roles required to produce Michigan fresh fruits and
vegetables. [ am concerned by the Trump Administration’s recent actions around immigration
and the potential impact it has on America’s farmers and rural communities. The President's
interior enforcement Executive Orders seem to expand the definition of criminality and
deportable actions to such a degree that those working on our farms across the country could
be caught up in enforcement actions. For every foreign born farm worker 2-3 American jobs
are supported.

Do you think that deporting farm workers is good for America's rural economy and what will
you do to work with your colleagues across the Administration to minimize damage to
American farmers?  The Pl’v*\i\iciz* has g Constitubional ohligation to enforce the Jaw of the
fand. s support the President m that offort. 1 confirmed, Twill work with the President,

iders on hoth a short-torm and permanent solution {o ¢

feudtural lahor

d st

ds that is relial
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Rural Water

60. The President’s budget cuts vital services to deliver clean water to critical tural communities
in need of water and waste water treatment programs. Just last year, an estimated 847,000
residents benefitted by receiving quality drinking water through this program in 498
communities. ln your home state of Georgia, since 2009, approximately 382,000 rural residents
have received new or improved clean water system. Since 2009, USDA water programs have
invested $273.7 million to build new or improved clean water infrastructure, Approximately
91% of these investments went to communities of 5,000 or less. The President’s budget
proposal calls these programs "duplicative” of EPA programs. The EPA water programs
primarily serve urban communities, while the USDA water program serves rural communities
most in need with populations less than 10,000 which are unlikely to receive financing or
funding from other sources. USDA currently has a nationwide backlog of 955 small and rural
community applications ftotally $2.5 billion. In your home state of Georgia, the projected
backlog for water infrastructure projects is approximately $85.5 million. The backlog truly
represents rural and small community water infrastructure projects that can’t access alternative
sources of funding.

How does eliminating the USDA Water and Waste Programs align with your vision to support
rural America? Do you agree, that by climinating these critical USDA programs, rural
communities will have to pay more for water infrastructure projects if they had to rely solely
on commercial or private financing? Safe water and waste management should he available
to all Ameri il work with the EPA administrator and other federal
a rograms are given the approy fevel of interest.

CHE8 1O ons

Bovine Tuberculosis

61. Bovine tuberculosis was once the most prevalent infectious disease in cattle in the U.S.,
causing more losses among U.S. livestock in the early part of the last century than all other
infectious diseases combined. The Cooperative State-Federal Tuberculosis FEradication
Program was created 100 years ago, in 1917, Since then. the disease has been nearly eradicated,
though Michigan continucs to have outbreaks of the diseasc in cattle duc to a disease reservoir
in deer.

Do you commit to continue to work with state and local governments, as well as producers, to
continue efforts to eradicate bovine tuberculosis? Yes.

Women in Agriculture

62. According to an analysis of data obtained by ProPublica, only 20 percent of the political
appointees at the Department of Agriculture brought on in the first few weeks of the Trump
Administration are women, However, women are playing an increasingly prominent role in
American agriculture — as farmers, foresters, scientists, conservationists, educators, and
agribusiness entreprencurs. Today, nearly 1 million American women are farmers ~ including
almost one-third of the farmers in my state, Michigan.
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Will you continue the Women in Agriculture Initiative at USDA and encourage senior leaders
to support this effort and allow their staft to participate? How will you elevate the role of
women in agriculture and ensure that the Department veflects the diversity of American
agriculture under your leadership?  Yes. If confirmed. T will seek i my sub-cabinet and

political stafl’ as diverse a group of individuals as is possibl

ibie. Fortunately, in the world of
agriculture where both men and women play such a prominent rolel the invelvement and

o
he rise.

contribution of women is on



161

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND)

In implementing farm bills, there are always hiccups where there are either varying ways to
interpret the legislative language and intent, or when programs are administered in ways which
may not work for some states. Two examples of this are when determining ARC yields. In
2014, I tried unsuccessfully to get USDA to not include prevented plant acres in the ARC-IC
benchmark but to include them in the current year yields, even though we had clear legislative
authority to do so and it would have greatly improved the program for North Dakota’s
producers. We also had an issue with ARC-CO yicld sources, which 'm sure you've read all
about, This issues isn’t even legislative but rather about internal processes.

a. To what degree do you feel USDA should or could be flexible in interpreting language
and implementing programs to maximize the risk protection for our farmers and
ranchers? Ifcontirmed. I will instst that USDA provide as nch floxibility in programs
as 18 allowed by law and

In the hearing, we discussed how North Dakota is in the heart of the Prairie Pothole Region
and is also experiencing a significant wet cycle. These two factors have led to an influx of
wetlands which farmers would like to drain to protect soil health and manage water on their
property. However, conservation compliance prevents them from doing so. and farmers much
receive official determinations from the Natural Resources Conservation Service on what is
and isn’t a wetland before moving forward with tiling. This has created a huge backlog for
determination requests which was around 600 at last count. This 1s creating great uncertainty
and hardship for our farmers to operate on their own land.

a. Youcommitted to providing additional stafting for wetland determinations to bring this
backlog down. Are there any other steps you will take to bring down the backlog and
provide certainty for North Dakota farmers, in line with statutory requirements for
conservation compliance? Yes. If contivmed, Fwill ask for a complete review of the

I've heard a lot from cattle ranchers in North Dakota about how volatility in the cattle futures
market is making the contracts useless for risk management and instead causing harm to their
bottom lines from price swings that vary from day to day and don’t appear grounded in market
fundamentals.
a. What role do you sec USDA playing in helping provide greater market transparency
and exposing potential problems in the cattle sector, whether they be anticompetitive
practices or contracting practices which could harm ranchers? The USDA has a

and providing transparency in agriculiaral markets. To

P make availuble as muct fe.
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I will ensure thar U D;\

Dwill work with U

b. What steps will you take to further this goal? If contirmed
makes available as much market information as is poss
and the Department of Commerce o ensure that foreign markets are open to our exports
and that stronger, more stable markets provide greater certainty i agriculiural

roduction.

o

USDA’s field offices are critical to our farmers and ranchers. Whether it's signing up for Title
I programs or secking conservation technical assistance, these local offices are valuable
resources. I'm concerned the Administration’s hiring freeze will negatively affect the services
North Dakota’s farmers and ranchers receive.
a. How do you plan to prioritize hiring decisions as Secretary? | concur with veur viey
on the importance of these positions, Within the confines of administration divectives,
i w‘m rmed. T will wark o maxunize the ability to maintain the hig

est level of field

I've always been a strong proponent of mandatory country of origin labeling policies.
Obviously, we lost a WTO case which required repeal of the mandatory program, but there is
still strong desire from my ranchers and consumers to know where 1heir meat comes from.
a. What are your views on COOL policies? This is a complex issue with many
stakeholders who hold strong epinions on this ssue. I mnmmcu [ will work with

these stakcholders to come up with policies that ave best for America and the American

peop
b. If we renegotiate NAFTA, will you work with me and the USTR to provide for a
meanmg,hl COOL program? It confirmed. T am willing fo partner with vou 1o

e options if we rencgotiatic NAFTAL

6. All North Dakota schools are meeting federal nutrition standards. but 74 percent of school
districts in the state need new or improved kitchen equipment to better serve healthy meals.
Last Congress the Senate Agriculture Committee passed a bill to reauthorize the school
lunch and breakfast program. which included a version of a bill I cosponsored with Senator
Collins to provide equipment to help schools serve meals and provide technical assistance
to school meal staft.

a. How would you work with the USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service to help serve
healthier foods, improve SChOUi meals and mod ernize our schools kitchen equipment?
i believe it is imporiant fo ocul controb and flexibility

serve nulritious meals to the edictability in unc
thc requirements for each vear. I

b a belter partner @ sehie

5

fying areas where

7. We need a Secretary at USDA who is going to work with the Under Seeretary for Rural
Development to prioritize Rural Development’s housing products, and make sure that local
Rural Development offices are equipped to do the same.

a. How do you plan to work with Rural Development to improve on-the-ground
opuranons with re spcct to aﬁ‘oxdab ¢ houimé pmﬂmms’ Staffing and technology
mprovement will onfirmed, Twill doall Tean

i
10 ensure v)cpz‘wpcm
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b, Will you work to provide more technical and marketing guidance to state offices that
are struggling to use their 502 direct alfocation, in an effort to help them improve their
in-state network of developers and loan packagers? 1 look forward to reviewing this
progran and further discussing this opportunity with vou.

In North Dakota, Rural Development has done a significant amount of important work with
our state’s tribes and on tribal land. What role do vou see in the future for Rural
Development in Indian Country? If confirmed. I will work with Secretary Zinke to make
sure we are doing all we can to provide the best possible services to our Indian wibes,

Many folks would be surprised to know that North Dakota is the number one honey

producing state in the nation. With over 200 beckeepers in North Dakota, these small

business owners bring their bees on the road to pollinate over 90 crops found across the

United State, including almonds, tree fruits, cotton, berries, and a wide variety of

vegetables. These crops account for roughly 15 to 30 percent of the food we eat according

to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. However, beckeepers have experienced significant
challenges over the past decade from colony collapse disorder, Varroa mites, hive beetles,
fungal and viral diseases, and declining quality forage. While beekeepers and farmers
oftentimes work together in finding ideal hive locations. further action is needed to better
understand colony loss and improve overall pollinator health. Last June, the Pollinator

Partnership Action Plan (PPAP) was published and both the U.S. Department of

Agriculture and Environmental Protection Agency played a critical role in crafting this

plan.

a. Do you support the PPAP as a step in the right direction when it comes to improving
overall pollinator health? Additionally, what role would the USDA under your
leadership play in researching colony loss and improving quality forage for pollinators?
Yes, oo
appropriate attention at LUSDA,

med. will make sure that bee health

id colony security receives the
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator John Beozman (R-AR)

Governor, | know you are well aware of the difficult economic situation facing cotton farmers.
This is going to be the 3™ year in a row that market returns are projected to be below the cost
of production. If cotton production continues to decline, the infrastructure of the cotton
industry will be lost as well. And, if we lose the infrastructure, cotton production is not likely
to return. | believe there are policy adjustments that can be made in the short-term to improve
the situation, until we can craft an effective, longer term policy for cotton producers in the next
farm bill. Can you please share your thoughts on the current situation, and how will you and
your team at USDA work with Congress to respond? The ¢l i policy in the 2014
arm Bill have not met the cxpcci’ﬁ?(»u\ of cotton producers. Coton pric ¢ currently higher
e (0 sl ¢ and the need to provide a strong safety

fwill have USDIA review the authority of the
s owell as explore vther potendal solutions to

anges in cott

“ar

H gwimsi
etary o “m ¢ changes o cotton programs,
consistent with budget limitations. In addition, the Committee has my
USDA res
rt and fong term solutions.

wn producers re

help cotton produce
ommitment to provide it with any

es it reg to help eraft and implement

Governor, I’m one of the co-chairs of the Senate Hunger Caucus and reducing hunger is
important to me and the farmers I represent. Humanitarian emergencies, like the famine in
South Sudan, are still far too prevalent, and US agriculture plays an important role in our
foreign policy by providing food to the world’s most vulnerable populations. Since the end of
World War Two., American food aid programs have saved millions of people from
malnourishment and starvation. My state is the largest rice growing state in the country, and
since 2007, over one million metric tons of rice have been delivered in the form of global food
assmamc Tlns hﬂ§ bun a win- wm for US farmers and thosc in nu.d In your view, what is

instrument of peace,

H l‘ﬁt?u df\.i it i &t
DA m AL
ood and.

ation d%scx;ss%mw on how best

Governor, most of Arkansas’s forests are privately managed. but the Ouachita and Ozark-St.
Francis National Forests have been, in the past, among the best managed National Forests in
the country. However, timber outputs have dropped for the last three years, It's difficult to
understand why this is the case because mills in Arkansas have been experiencing steadily
rising demand for their pr oduus Will you and your sldti W mk with me to address this nsuc"
I contirmed, | would look

merease the prod

activitios is an mmportant

At !\ul.x’\ s national forests. |
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23,2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)

Last September a brand new Poultry Testing Laboratory opened in Willmar, Minnesota, to
enhance the state’s ability to more efficiently diagnose and respond to future poultry disease
outbreaks. Upon opening. the lab was officially designated as part of the United States
Department of Agriculture’s National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN).
NAHLN ensures the public health and the health of our national livestock and dairy herds
through animal surveillance which detects and assists in the coordinated elimination of
emerging animal diseases. This network helps preserve the more than $100 billion value of our
animal agriculture sector. Can you work to commit to fully funding these labs in the United
States Department of Agriculture’s budget? Ifconfirmed, T will work with USDA s agricultural
wolders to advise the Admintstration about what is important and work to ensure

eeds are a priority.

The Renewable Fucl Standard is an important homegrown cconomic generator and has been
essential to driving investment in rural communities across Minnesota and the country. To
continue these investments, policy certainty is critical. That’s why I was alarmed when reports
surfaced last month that the administration was considering issuing an Executive Order to shift
compliance under the program from ol refiners 1o fuel blenders and retailers — or changing the
“point of obligation.” I recently led a letter with Senator Grassley urging the President to reject
such changes because they are unwarranted, would undermine the intent of the program, and
would result in a massive, costly, time-consuming shift in compliance. Will you work to uphold
the current structure of the Renewable Fuel Standard and work with your colleagues in the
Cabinet to ensure the program continues to be implemented as intended? The RFS is goed for

American farmers and T look forward to supporting the Administration on this matter.

As a member of the conference committee that crafted the final version of the 2014 Farm Bill,
I worked to include important provisions to boost beginning farmer and rancher programs. The
provisions help beginning farmers and ranchers access land enrolled in the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) by waiving the 25 percent rental rate reduction for grazing and
reducing the cost of crop insurance by 10 percentage points. These provisions were a good
start but more needs to be done to encourage and invest in beginning farmers and ranchers as
the average age of farmers continues to creep upwards. Do you believe that access to land and
capital for young and beginning farmers is a problem and, if so. how would you build on
USDA’s current programs to support young, beginning, and disadvantaged farmers, especially
small and medium-sized farmers? nitiatives tike your proposals in the 2014 Farm Bill have

P eapital easter for young. beginning, and disadvantaged farmers. If
» build on the cu LSDA s i fnitiatives
i s har (o entrance into usiry or 1o

aecess W land a
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Given all the challenges our farmers face, the last thing they nced is the burden of
anticompetitive markets. As you know, there has been a wave of consolidation in the
agricultural industry. Currently, both the Dow-DuPont merger and Bayer’s acquisition of
Monsanto are pending before the Department of Justice. I have heard concerns about the
impact these mergers could have on the prices farmers pay for certain seeds and on innovation.
Do you agree that competitive markets benetit farmers? What do you see as the Department’s
role in ensuring farmers have the benefit of competitive markets both when they are purchasers
and sellers? | agree that competitive markets both upstream and downstream benefit farmers,
USDA and other federal agencies have specific statutory *\mmx‘bilmu to make sure markets
are operating fairlv a fently. Twill work to ensure that USDA plays an appropriate role

i ensuring competitive markets.

Under Secretary Vilsack. the United States Department of Agriculture made efforts to provide
tools and resources to producers about combating the effects of climate change on their
operations. Through their “climate hubs”, the agency created comprehensive regional
vulnerability asscssments and has collaborated with land grant universities like the University
of Minnesota to coordinate research and extension activities to producers. Do you agree that
the planet’s changing climate poses a threat to the productivity and longevity of America’s
farms and what do you see as the role of USDA in helping to mitigate against the effects of
extreme weather cvents like drought, lnul floods, and extreme tcmpudtmcs? All decisions
associated with 4 fture and food preduction should be based on the best aval
I confirmed. 1 i

mue LIST
forefront of any decision or progra

¢ serence.

aare at the

A’y commitment to ensuring thaf sciconce and ¢
m ounder the purview of the department.

Through the conference committee process on the 2014 Farm Bill, | worked closely with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to fully fund the energy title to promote homegrown energy
and cnergy efficiency technologies. Farm Bill energy programs like the Rural Energy for
America Program (REAP) have become an cffective driver of economic development in rural
America. In 2015, REAP applications in Minnesota outnumbered awarded grants 3 to 1. Will
you commit to maintaining support for mandatory funding levels for these popular energy
programs in the 2018 Farm Bill? If contivmed 1 look forward 1o cavefully reviewing this
vou to dentify prioritics, such as these, for the 24018 Farm Bill

program and working

As Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, you will be responsible for inspecting about 20
percent of our nation’s food supply. There have been recent food recalls and high profile
incidents of food contamination, including several that have claimed the lives of Minnesotans.
That’s why I pushed to pass the Food Safety Modernization Act in 2010. What would you do
as bx,uctmy to cnsm 1hat our ood satuy system is pmtutmu consumers? As [ mentioned |

i - ry of Agriculture, including

nsumers, | \wmu work tirelessly o ensure

nfirmed as Seoreta

3

role of ensy tood we put on the table

wr feed our fandli d.

From 2010 to 2015, there was a large increase in Minnesota of citizens accessing the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). The number of seniors accessing the
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program has nearly doubled in that time. While we’ve seen program participation decrease
with the improving economy, there are still many experiencing food insecurity in niy state. As
Secretary of Agriculture, will you commit to supporting SNAP and the alignment of nutrition
education programs so that SNAP participants can make healthy choices on a limited budget?
Yes,

The United States Department of Agriculture has an important role in supporting the creation
and maintenance of rural housing. T have seen the impact of the shortage of affordable housing
in rural Minnesota. In Thief River Falls, for example, I have visited with manufacturers like
Digi-Key and Arctic Cat who have good jobs available and no one to fill them due to the lack
of affordable rental housing in the area. Will you commit to ensuring housing programs like
the Section 315 program continue to receive support and are fully funded in your budget
proposal to the President? The ceonomic vitality of small towns across America is crucial to
the fuiure of the agriculiure economy. [ had no input into the President’s proposed budget,
however, T do have i i reing through reduced budgets

and pri vducmg a halanced
budget, :' 15 my commitment ¢ be an advocate for the needs of rnwral Amertcas I confirmed.
T will undert &}xg areview of the Scetion 315 program for affordable rental ha.u:\‘mg. taking your

concerns i mind.

. One of the mission areas of the United States Department of Agriculture is to perform research,

collaborate with research institutions, and provide competitive grants to land grant universities
like the University of Minnesota. These investments are critical to increasing our food
production to meet the world’s growing population. What ideas do you have to ensure that
American agriculture remains competitive through investments i research? 1If confirmed, |
sport continuing USIXA’s research programs and their capacity to provide the agriculture
mnovative wols and information o support thelr productivity and profitability

SUJ

sector wit

. Investments through the Land and Water Conservation Fund have contributed nearly $30

million for public land investments in the Chippewa and Superior National Forests. These
dollars have provided access to hunting for sportsmen, protected national trails, and helped
maintain Minnesota’s $11 billion outdoor recreation economy. Do you believe that the Land
and Water Conscrvation Fund should be permancntly reauthorized and provided dedicated
funding in order to provide for huminé and fishing access, outdoor recreation, and forest
mnsuvmmn’ i am e firmed, Dam commitied to undertake s review of the Land and Waer
Conservatior ity reauthonzation, T believe it is eritically important x‘ 1L we
accomplish the forest conservation nnff\ necessary o ensure our national forests continue 10
iy .

Fund., in particy

contribite to the ecos

de access (o outdoor reereation, hunting and fishing.

. The McGovern-Dole Food for Education Program has been providing school meals in 40 of

the most impoverished nations in the world. Through the program, more than 40 million
children have received school meals. These meals serve as a reliable source of nutrition for
children in countries where rates of undernutrition arce high. This program was eliminated in
the budget proposal released from the Administration for Fiscal Year 2018. Will you review
the information about the effectiveness of this program and advocate changing course on the
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proposed cuts? [f contimmed, intend w review USDA’s food assistance

programs and gain a
full understanding of the spectrum of U8, food assistanee programs. [ anticipate representing
USDA in Administration discussions on the effective and efficiont use of rescurces for US.
ey { . ',;&
food atd.
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny™ Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator John Thune (R-SD)

Governor Perdue, as you know the remainder of the current farm bill will cover nearly two
crop years, For the first three years of this farm bill USDA has been faced with numerous
challenges to several of its administrative policies and decisions as it implemented Commaodity
and Conservation Title programs. As a result of USDA’s past inflexibility, I as well as several
of my colleagues on this Committee will be writing the next farm bill making certain program
administration areas such as: 1) data used to calculate ARC payments; 2) CRP vegetative cover
management practices; and 3) equitable CRP acreage distribution much more prescriptive ~
Jjust to ensure the intent of Congress is followed by USDA. Governor Perdue, with two years
left of 2014 Farm Bill administration will you be willing to me and my staff on these issucs to
make improvements in program administration over the next two years? Yes.

Gov. Perdue T know you are aware of the recent tainted Brazilian meat scandal which resulted
in a USDA press release yesterday announcing additional steps USDA is taking to ensure the
U.S. food supply is kept safe. Although none of the facilities implicated in the Brazilian scandal
have shipped meat to the United States, according to USDA, do you believe accelerated testing
of all incoming shipments or raw meat from Brazil will provide adequate protection“’ What do
think should trigger USDA to imposc an outright shutdown on un%afe meat? I behieve P\ES is

doing a good job with 100% mepection of meal entering the US. from Brazil. but wil
the issue immediately if conti

Gov. Perdue, you know, we both come from tree growing states, but the trees in South Dakota
grow a little slower than your pine trees do. And for the last half decade. we've seen a rapid
increase in mortality (up 53 percent) and a decrease in growth (down 69 percent).
Unfortunately, our situation isn’t unique, with over 82 million acres of National Forests under
stress from fires, insects, or both. Can [ get your commitment that you will focus on turning
around the National Forests and ex mndnw the management we need to create jobs and healthy
stands ot timber?  Yes. It | am conf) Lo am comnmited to ensuring the National Forest

L\ j
2y ;mmgm 1o Cre

obs and healthy forests,

Governor Purdue, not only will you be finishing out administration of the current farm bill,
you will also be overseeing USDA’s efforts in providinv technical assistance and ideas for the
next farm bill. You and Thave discussed my Soil Health and Income Protection Program called
SHIPP which is designed for farmers who want an option to cropping their poorer producing
land during these economically challenging times. 1 have ideas for existing programs as well
that make them more farmer-friendly and flexible, and that place more decision making back
in the hands of the farmer. Do you agree we need to simplify these programs and remove
restrictive regulatory barriers in order help kccp 1hcsu programs more attractive to farmers and
more affordable for taxpayers? upy 3

e with me vour ideas Tor the next Farm

ol
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Bill. If confirmed, I will work with the Commitice and others 1o continue our dialogue and
{ Ay et for our nation’s farmers

explore ways thal we can work together improve the fanm sa

and ranchers.

“Gov. Perdue, sound science including the use of biotechnology is critical to the production of
a safe, sustainable and affordable food supply. According to the most recent report by the
National Academy of Sciences, the risks presented by biotechnology are no greater than, and
are comparable to, the risks presented by conventional crop breeding. At the same time, the
regulatory system for agricultural biotechnology products is very burdensome, costly, and has
been responsible for the demise of smaller biotech companies seeking to bring innovative
technologies to the marketplace. After decades of growing and consuming biotech crops by
people all over the world, there has not been a single documented instance of harm to human
health or the environment, and yet regulatory costs have continually risen so that today it costs
millions of dollars to meet the regulatory requirements. If confirmed as Secretary of
Agriculture, will you commit to reducing the regulatory burden associated with bringing new
biotechnology products to market, consistent with the potential risk of the product to human
health? Would that be a priority for you? Lastly, will you make every effort to coordinate with
the other federal agencies. including EPA and FDA? If confirmed. it will be my priorty o
ish it
weations with each agency to give both producers and consumers @ voice on the

tion of new regufations and avoid any unintended consequences associated with

i
reduce the regulatory burden for all producers, It 18 my goal to estab

undermining our sctence-based approval process.

Agriculture helps build a strong U.S. economy—especially in our rural communities. The RFS
has been an cssential driver of growth in rural areas of our country and the certainty of the
policy has created jobs and spurred added research and investment, Can vou commit to
ensuring a strong RFS to provide economic security for these rural communities? Yes.

Since the EPA proposed its flawed RVO with the distribution waiver in 2013, there have been
zero commercial scale cellulosic projects announced in the United States, while projects are
proceeding overseas in placed like China. The 2017 RVO which fixed the problem is a chance
to turn this around, as long as EPA stays the course with the 2018 RVO. Is bringing direct
foreign investment to the United States a priority for the Trump Administration, and if so, how
do you see the RFS playing a role? Yes. incre r foreign direct mvestment (FDI) is an
iraportant priority for the Admi d, ol doall Tean o see that FDEis
hoan eyve on supporting the RES throogh that investment in the

pstration,  Tf coy

To help pass the last Farm Bill in 2014, a broad coealition of commeodity, crop insurance and
conservation leaders came together to support and defend crop imsurance and relink
conservation compliance to crop insurance. As Secretary, will you support these efforts to
provide a strong safety net for our nation’s producers, soil and wetland resources? Yes.

Most of your timber in Georgia s private, and you must count your blessings that timber
creates jobs in logging and sawmills, rather than in bureaucracies and court rooms. How can
we bring some of that entrepreneurial spirit to the management of our National Forests? These
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are the only timberlands that the Federal government is solely responsible for managing, and
it frequently shows. We need to remove the obstacles that bave created an untenable situation
for our Forest Service employees. Do you agree? Yes, [agree. If confirmed, Tlook forward 1w
working toward removing the obstacles to active forest management. In doing this T will
certainly bring a more entreprencurial spirit to managing our national forests.

One of the problems with efficient government is getting different agencies to work together.
USDA is like other federal departments that have multiple agencies. The FSA actually
administers the Conservation Reserve Program and has been reluctant to allow installation of
important conservation practices on land enrolled in CRP — structures such as Bio Reactors,
Water Control Structures to manage tile drainage, and Saturated Buffers can all significantly
improve water quality while protecting farm production and economic viability. But the FSA
has been reluctant to allow these practices to be installed on existing CRP contract lands. It
seems to me that we want to get the most we can out of conservation and conservation lands.
Where we see an opportunity fo “intensify conservation lands™ it scems like we should be
doing that. Can you help us get differing agencies to pull in the same direction to deliver more
for conservation, the American Farmer and taxpayers on issues like this? [ come from the part

of the world that views our farmers as good stewards of the land. From a conserva

a0on

ght tools to continue to do this, We have
s I confirmed, T will instruct USDA w0

in existing stawte,

perspective, we have given farmers many of the 1i
made progress in this area over the Tast soveral ve
\

ook at ways to expand effective conservation practces v

. Last week several of my colleagues on this committee participated in a Finance Committee

hearing for USTR nominee, Robert Lighthizer. We all very strongly urged him that in light of
the loss of TPP and this administration’s concerns with NAFTA, if bilateral trade agreements
are the goal — then these must be negotiated with utmost urgency and focus on protecting U.S.
agricultural exports.  Will you commit to working with the USTR and others in this
administration to ensurc agricultural trade is not sacrificed, but instead enhanced, in the path
forward on negotiating or renegotiating trade agreements? Yes, [ can reaffirm the commitments
[ made ro The relationship between the USDA and USTR, as well as
Secretary af oss witl be vital | :

arcund the world 1 seuttural products, w negot

side by side with Secrvtar md with our whele team.

o be on site as USDA's chiet'sales

> deals side by side with US

- Gov. Perdue, I look forward to working with you on a number of issues should you hopefully

be confirmed as our next Secretary of Agriculture. A fast-growing segment of South Dakota
agriculture is dairy, and last year was a difficult year for our producers. The challenges in the
dairy economy helped to shine a light on the need to reform the Margin Protection Program,
and we look forward to that undertaking here in this committee as part of the next Farm Bill.
Like others here, I would look forward to working with you. whenever you have the ability, to
make sure programs and policies give our dairy farmers maximum flexibility when it comes
to managing risk. Can you commit to working closely with us on this committee on dairy
policy? Yes.
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If confirmed, will you work with your colleagues on the Cabinet to cnsure that President
Trump’s support for the RFS is realized in the Administration’s policy and regulatory
decisions? Yes.

. Will you oppose legislative changes to the RFS and support its implementation according to

the law as Secretary of Agriculture?  Yes. [ will support its implementation according to the
faw and diligentdy review any proposed legislagive changes to conclade i it strengthens or

weakens the prog

. Since the EPA proposed its flawed RVO with the distribution waiver in 2013, there have been

zero commercial scale cellulosic projects announced in the United States, while projects are
proceeding overseas in placed like China, The 2017 RVO which fixed the problem 1s a chance
to turn this around, as long as EPA stays the course with the 2018 RVO. Is bringing direct
foreign investment to the United States a priority for the Trump Administration, and if so, how
do you see the RFS playing a role? VYes. increasing FDI is an important priority for the
admimstration. Iy et is all pr v these that benefit agriculture should be

D1 s divected to agriculture with an

A4S, CSPe

i
Heonfumed, Dwill do all T ean to see that F

» on supporting the BEFS through thet investment in the necessary infrastrocture.

(S HaY
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Joni Ernst (R-IA)

SNAP: Many of the programs the federal government offers today to support folks living in
poverty have a sharp decrease in benefits when beneficiaries reach a certain wage threshold,
which are known as ¢liff effects. The result is that, when offered additional work or raises,
folks must examine their budget see if the increased wage would help or hurt their ability to
make ends meet.

Will you work with Congress and state and local officials to identify areas in programs
administered by USDA to remove barriers to opportunity for hardworking folks? Yes.

Rural Development: A core component of the USDA’s mission is to promote opportunity in
rural America by supporting the needs of local communities.

Will you work to address programumatic duplication between federal, state, local, and non-
governmment spending to ensure taxpayer dollars are not being wasted? Developing
relationships with agencies

sk ey »ls\‘miﬂg‘ Hku”vu' and effectiveness in our commitment

o infegrity regarding tax payer doliars,

Biotech Approvals: As you know, China has at times drug its feet in approving our ag biotech
traits. Will you commit to working with Congress, future Ambassador Branstad (if confirmed),
your partners in the administration, and other ag stakcholders to address this issue? This is a
ULS. agricuitare and | share your concern. I confirmed, | lock forward to
s, our future Ambassador to China and others fo address Chinw’s slow
:ble biotech approval process o protect the intey

critical issue {1
\\'os'kinﬁ

cof science and fair market

100% Pure Breed Labeling: The USDA is currently enforcing two separate and conflicting
100% pure breed animal breed claims; one jointly through the Agricultural Marketing Service
(AMS), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and Agricultural Research
Service (ARS). and a separate one through Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS).

In an effort to eliminate waste and avoid consumer confusion, will you commit to finding a
single 100% pure breed standard across USDA? It confirmed, T commir to conduct the peoplc’s
business officiently, effecuvely, and with the utmost integrity with USDA. The American
hwillb work every day to priorit service.

AXPAVErS dre Ul Custas
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny™ Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator John Hoeeven (R-ND)

Through USDA child nutrition programs like the National School Lunch and School Break fast
Programs, the federal government is an important partner in ensuring that students are able to
receive a nutritious meal during school hours. While we all share the goal of ensuring that
students are able to access healthy school meals, I have heard concerns from schools and school
nuirition professionals in North Dakota that certain federal regulations have presented
significant challenges.  Particularly, federal mandates pertaining to whole grains and
impending changes to sodium content have caused concern from scheols that have had
difficulty procuring items that both fit these federal requirements and are appealing to students.
Will you commit to working with school districts to ensure that they have the necessary
flexibility to both meet their budgets and serve nutritious meals that students will choose to
eat? Can you pledge that under your leadership, USDA will work closely with school districts
and school nutrition professionals so that they are aware of their federal requirements as well
as any options that may be available to them, such as waivers, that would pumdc them with
additional flexibility in administering their nutrition programs? [ believe it 1s fmportant
for school system to have the flexibility to serve nuuitious mm?s o :!mr students as well as
bug School svstems need both flexibility in serving their children and
c 1o praperly prepare for the upcoming school vear. I ook
USDA and working with Congress to help them meet these

meet their

prodic y standis
forward to providing leaderst

needs.

Each day, more than 30 million students are served through the National School Lunch
Program. In North Dakota, 75 percent of students participated in the National School Lunch
Program in 2015 and nearly 35 percent of the schoel lunches served that year were free or
reduced price. Can you commit that as Secretary. you will continue to ensure that the National
School Lunch and Breakfast Programs remain priority programs within USDA and that
students will continue to be adequately served under the programs? As Secretary, will you
pledge to work with schools, districts, and school nutrition professionals to provide them with
the flexibility necessary to allow them to meet the needs of their students? Yes and ves.

In order to effectively implement and administer certain federal laws, USDA must often work
with other agencies and departments such as the Department of Health and Human Services
and the Food and Drug Administration. As Secretary, will you make interagency coordination
a priority? Will you pledge to work closely with your counterparts like Secretary Price in order
to effectively and efficiently provide the guidance and rules necessary to implement food
labeling laws such as the National Bioengineered Food Disclosure Act of 2016, as well as
updates to the nutrition facts label? Can you also commit to work with stakeholder groups to
take into account thux wmmx,ms thxouvhout the rulemaking process? A priotity of the

Admmstration 18 10

s hetwoeen

ies so that those departments and
¥
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1 erests should seek common solulions that serve the America
firmed. I will support the Administraton in this effort. As tor rulemaking, @

1wlders should be heard i the rule making process.
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonuy” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculure
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Steve Daines (R-MT)

Undersecretary for Trade: As you know, the 2014 Farm Bill established an underseeretary for
trade. This position can play an integral role in ensuring that USDA has a coherent,
coordinated, and consistent voice in trade policy in this administration and can help streamline
efforts to address any issues or barriers to trade that arise. Unfortunately, the previous
administration failed to fill this office. Will you commit to filling this office as quickly as
possible? Yes. I confirmed, T will ask that a plan of implementution be develeped and 1 will
report that plan to Co

Trade Agrecments: Previous trade agreements or proposals have oftentimes expanded access
to foreign markets and have been broadly supported by farmers, ranchers. and ag groups. With
that in mind, will you commit to fighting to ensure that any trade agreement pursued by this
administration will place ag in a better, or at least no worse off, position than in existing
agrecments or prior proposals? Yes.

Brazilian Beef: Recent developments in Brazil have resulted in several meatpacking companies
being investigated for corruption and fraudulent inspections of meat intended for foreign
markets. Do you agree that maintaining a safe and secure food supply is essential to the mission
of the USDA and that it is imperative that all appropriate and legal means necessary are utilized
to ensure that U.S. consumers are not at risk to any tainted imported meat from Brazil or other
countries? Yes.

Sound Science: As the only chemical engineer by training in Congress, I understand the
importance of utilizing sound science in our decision-making processes. And as you well
know, there was an extended and vigorous debate surrounding the mandatory labeling of
biotechnology last year and we were thankfully able to prevent a discriminatory and harmful
faw from being implemented nationwide. As Secretary, will you commit to eansuring that
USDA’« priority will be to make determinations based on sound science regarding the safety
of food or products within its jurisdiction, and not on marketing or mandatory labeling efforts
that have no bearing on food safety or plant pest risk? I confirmed, I assure you, the rest of
Congress qean people that the best available science and date will inform all

U.S. Sheep Experiment Station: In the FY 2016 President Budget Request, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural Research Service (ARS) proposed to close
the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station (USSES) in Dubois, ID. and combine its functions with
other facilitics, which was an alarming action, The USSES is a 100 year old research station
that has demonstrated a tremendous impact to all of agriculture, especially the nation’s sheep
industry. Its 48,000 acres of land provides a unique focation and is exclusively positioned for



177

collaborative large-scale integrated livestock, wildlife, and rangeland research. The station also
has provided irreplaceable Sage Grouse rangeland data through almost 50 years of population
and habitat research.

Can [ count on your continued support of the USSES and the important research that it provides
the nation’s sheep industry? Yes.

Greater Yellowstone Interagency Brucellosis Committee: In previous years, there was an
extensive collaborative effort, known as the Greater Yellowstone Interagency Brucellosis
Committee, that brought together a diverse group of stakeholders, including representatives
from Montana, Idaho, Wyoming. USDA. and Imterior. This working group improved
communication and furthered efforts to provide sound science surrounding wildlife and disease
management throughout the Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA).

Unfortunately, this effort lapsed in 2006 and no similar working group has filled that void. 1
have heard concerns from farmers, ranchers, and other stakcholders that the result has been a
deterioration in communication between the vartous agencics and jurisdictions, both federal
and state that have authority over bison and disease management in the GYA.

Would you be supportive of re-establishing the Greater Yellowstone Interagency Brucellosis
Committee, or somcthing substantially similar? Yes.

Select Agent and Toxin List: As USDA and HHS periodically conduct reviews of the Select
Agents and Toxins list, 1 write in support of providing an exemption for the brucella abortus
bacteria from the sclect agent list for rescarch related to agriculture. This classification has
unduly hindered critical research into brucellosts, which endangers cattle herds of farmers and
ranchers in Southwest Montana and elsewhere in the West,

I recognize the importance of protecting humans, animals, and our national sccurity by
restricting access to certain bacteria, infections, or other diseases due to transmissible
characteristics. The regulations surrounding such agents, however, should provide sufficient
flexibility to allow for legitimate research into diseases that impact the ability of Montana’s
farmers and ranchers to ¢nsure their herds, and our nation’s food supply, remain healthy and
disease-free. | am concerned that the classification of brucella abortus as a select agent
significantly burdens research into possible vaccines or remedies to mitigate the impact of
brucellosis.

Would you be willing to work with me to consider ways to allow legitimate research on
Brucella abortus, particularly surrounding agriculture, with an appropriate exemption? Yes.

Bighorn Sheep Allotments: About half of all domestic sheep spend time grazing on federal
lands, specifically rangelands managed by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) and the Burcau of
Land Management (BLM).
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Can wce count on the USFS to work with sheep ranchers, state departments of agriculture, and
other Federal, State, local and private stakeholders before making decisions based on the goal
of protecting the health of bighorn sheep populations? Yes.

Will you work with me and the committee to consider ensuring that alternative sheep grazing
allotments are made available prior to the dislocation of a sheep rancher and his or her family?
Yes,

Can you commit that the USFS will use the principle of multiple-use in its land management
decision-making process? Yes.

Industrial Hemp: As you may know, pilot programs related to industrial hemp and its
production were authorized in the 2014 Farm Bill.

As Secretary, would you support continuing these pilot programs and looking at ways to
encourage industrial hemp production in the US.? Yes.
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Senate Committee en Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Luther Strange (R-AL)

Over 800,000 people in my home state of Alabama participate in SNAP. Of these folks, around
40,000 are able-bodied adults without dependents, or ABAWDS. We ended our state-wide
ABAWD work requirement waiver at the beginning of last year. Since then, we have seen
SNAP participation decrease by over 6 percent. Iam eager to help SNAP participants get back
to work and off of federal assistance. Will you work with me as we take a look at how best to
do that in the context of the upcoming Farm Bill reauthorization? Yes.

The long leaf pine initiative is an important program designed to help producers in several
southeast states, including Alabama, rcbuild the population of this specics. Indeed, Alabama
had the largest number of contracts in 2015. Will you assure the committee today you will
continue to support this program with adequate funding and technical assistance? Yes.

Wild hogs are affecting producers across the southeast and especially in southern Alabama.
One study estimated that wild hogs cause more than a billion dollars annually damage in the
agriculture sector. Alabama has enjoyed a cooperative relationship with USDA in fighting this
problem. Will you continue to support these efforts to address this issue? Yes.

There have been multiple recent cases of low pathogenic avian flu discovered on farms in
Tennessee and Alabama. Based on your conversation with folks USDA, how do you think the
department is better prepared to respond this issue and assist producers in those states
compared to the outbreak in 20157 Based upon my ebservations and the reperting about these
incidents, it appears USDA b g state and local governments and
private p

s been swift in suppo

acers in controlling and chminating these ouitbreaks.
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Thad Cochran (R-MS)

Governor Perdue, T appreciate your knowledge of the agricultural and economic issues of
importance to Mississippi and rural America. The forestry and forest products industry in
Mississippi represents a significant agricultural sector in my state.  Healthy forestlands
contribute to the overall quality of life in rural America and landowners depend on strong
markets for their trees. Across the Southeast. wood pellet manufacturing has emerged as a
vital source of demand for landowners’ low-grade wood, as Europe and other international
markets import U.S.-produced wood pellets to generate reliable, renewable electricity on an
industrial scale. The U.S. Forest Service and the Foreign Agricultural Service at the U.S.
Department of Agriculture have been very helpful in quantifying the impacts on forests and
the benefits to landowners, loggers, truckers and local economies. These agencies also work
actively to ensure strong export market access for domestic wood pellet manufacturers. As
Secretary, what commitments can you make to assure my constituents and others throughout
rural America, who are already creating domestic jobs by exporting these forest products
overseas that you will actively support expanded markets for wood pellets? 1{ confirmed, |

1 complete review of our forest mans i plans and will do all 1 ean. through owr
new Under Seeretary for Tr und the world.

ide. 10 gain access ma
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Robert P. Casev (D-PA)

According to USDA’s Food and Nutrition Scrvice, in FY 2015, 1.9 million people or 919,000
households in Pennsylvania received some level of SNAP assistance. This includes Americans
with disabilities, families with children and the elderly.

a. Do you see supporting nutrition assistance programs like SNAP as a priority issue? Will
you support maintaining funding for SNAP? Yes and if confirmed. T will order areview
of SNAP asdministration and will recommend to the President and Congress what the

department thinks is the best approach to ensuring the program remains robust and
aceessible to all who need it

b. If so, will you publically oppose any efforts, including from the House of
Representative, the Senate or the Administration, to undermine the QNAP program or
reduce funding? | will mdc: arevi L\\ of SNAP administration and will recommend to
the President and Congress what the department thinks is the best approach to ensuring

the program remmaing robust ;md aecessible to all who need it

How do you intend to work with the House and Senate to provide a robust nutrition title
in lhe Fal‘m Bi]l" Ii cwﬂ"“mcd, [ will he admmistration’s commitment to
m Bi H F uud see Um\ 18 important to

i

According to a recent report from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, SNAP has been
proven to respond to changes in the economy as the program was designed. During times of
cconomic recession, we have scen SNAP participation and spending grow to respond to the
increased need, and have seen those participation numbers fall as the economy has improved.
Any attempt to block grant SNAP will take away the ability of the program to respond
appropriately to increased need as the program was intended.

a. Whatis yﬂm stance on Lﬂ‘"om to block grant SNAP’ eonfirmed. T will order a review
of jon and will recommend Io he President and Congress what the
«;cp.mmcn! thi the bc:\i approach to ensuring the program remains robust and
accessible to ail who need 1L

b. Do you agree that the SNAP program is working as intended and should be maintained
in order to continue to serve its intended function of providing hungry people with food?
Afterreview of SNAP administration, Dwill recommend to the President and Cong
what the department thinks is

e best Z{ppt'(‘ié‘;(‘!‘{ o ‘\)YT\UZ'U. gihe Cprogram ramaimns robust

and accessible to @l who need iU

Our nation’s foodbanks, food pantries and soup kitchens play a critical role in responding to
the immediate need for nutrition assistance in their communities. However, if SNAP funding
is cut, our food banks alone will not be able respond to the increased need for nutrition
assistance. The Emergency Food Assistance Program. or TEFAP, supplies nutritious food
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purchased by USDA 1o food banks, purchases bonus commodities which stabilizes markets,
and provides funding to defray storage and distribution costs.

a. As Secretary, how will you use your authority to ensure that USDA is using all possible
resources to ensure a reliable stream of TEFAP commodities to our nation’s food
banks? | support aur critical food bank partners on the front Lines fighting hunger and
will commit the Department to taking ol necessary measures available to be the best
partner we can e

Child nutrition programs are critically important for children’s health. For many children, the
school breakfast, school lunch and snacks they receive during after school programs are the
only meals they might access.

a. Will you commit to implemcnting child nutrition programs as directed by Congress?

£

If confirmed. | will follow and support the law.

There is a lot of evidence that school breakfast programs not only feed hungry children but
boost test scores and schoo! achievement, help with concentration, reduce nurse visits and
discipline problems, and can reduce obesity. But a February 2017 report from the Food
Research and Action Center notes that while participation in the School Breakfast Program has
grown over the past few years, only 56 low-income children get school breakfast for every 100
who get school lunch.

a. Would raising that number be a priority, and how can we increase that participation
number so more children can get the day off to a good start? The Department should
explore optiens so that guardians of ehigible children have information and assistance
avattable to elect 1o participute in this important program.,

According to the USDA 2012 Census of Agriculture, the average age of farmers in

Pennsylvania is about 56 years old. It is critical that we support the next generation of farmers

as this generation nears retivement age. I have heard from numerous new and aspiring farmers
about the challenges they face when trying to get started in agriculture.

a. How do vou intend to support new and beginning farmers, who often face barriers to

entry such as a lack of access to affordable farmland, capital or markets? 1f confirmed.

Twill ask the department to develop o comprehensive plan for beginning farmers, We

will gamn coor federal government for this mimam and report

Ce

nation acrass the

s5 o how best to meet this need.

Only a small percentage of principle operators of farms are women or people of color. How
m[l you 5uppon oppmtumms for dn ersity in the agriculture industry and rural America?
/ ould be avarable to evervone. T am committed to seeing that

has the opportunity to do so.

Many of our nation’s rural arcas arc Josing populations as residents move to cities and suburbs.
Many of these rural areas lack the infrastructure and jobs to attract new inhabitants. How do
you intend to invest in our lmal communities and reverse this trend? I confivmed, Dwill work
with governe ty support their development effurts. USDA’s Rural

Developmoent [ be willing and agoressive partners in this endeavor.
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Pennsylvania ranks fourth in the nation for egg-laying hens and Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania is home to more laying hens than any other county in the Nation. Fortunately,
and unfortunately, Pennsylvania has experience m dealing with highly pathogenic avian
influenza due to the avian flu outbreak in the Mid Atantic in 1983-1984, Therefore,
Pennsylvania has learned from that experience.
a. Will you commit to closely coordinating with states and industry to prepare and
respond to any future outbreak of high path avian influenza? Yes.

. Cooperative Extension has the vital role of helping translate knowledge gained and discoveries

made through scientific research into practical applications for not only farmers and ranchers,
but small business owners, consumets, and families in both rural and urban areas. A recent
Penn State University study found that Cooperative Extension has been critically important in
stemming the ongoing decline in the total number of farmers. Specifically, between 1984 and
2010, more than 137.000 farmers stayed in farming as a result of Cooperative Extension and
associated research programs.

a. Please share your vicws about Cooperative Extension and whether we can expect
continued support for Extension if you'rc confirmed. As a € icomia farmer, |
understand the value of the Cooperative Extension. [f confirmed. | will continue my
personal commitment to ensuring the program remains rebust and engaged.

o

. Our agricultural system has bencfited greatly from the results of agricultural research,

especially research done at land-grant universities. Studies have shown that every dollar

invested in agricultural research returns over $20 to the economy. Unfortunately, the

Administration’s FY 18 budget blueprint merely proposes to "continue to support farmer-
focused research and extension partuerships.”

a. | would like to hear your views on agricultural research and whether you intend to

continue the hlstomally strong support for these provmxm if confirmed. If confis mco‘,f

1 \WE commi hat t ‘k best ave ailable seience and data are supported and at

wd decisions about the

. Today there are fewer than 50,000 dairy farms in the U.S., compared to over 600,000 in the

1970s.
a. What are your views on a diary pricing formula that accounts for dairy farmers’ cost of
production and that includes a supply management program? As yvoy are aware, there
are currently multiple “mill marketing orders”™ that have brought stability to ik
pricing for producers and st buyers. Such efforis have been supported by USDA.
and, in km are often initiated through the department. If confirmed, T will connmit to
ensuring that the best possible market condit rmilk prodocers.

ERTERECI

. The recent Dictary Guidelines for Americans encourages consumption of more low-fat and

fat-free milk. A few years ago, USDA established new requirements that go beyond the Dietary
Guidelines and say that if schools offer flavored milk it must be fat-free, it cannot be low-fat,
This requirement goes beyond the Dictary Guidelines Again, there is nothing in the Dietary
Guidelines that says flavored milk has to be fat-free.
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Will you agree to take a new look at this policy, especially since we continue to hear
reports that milk consumption in schools has fallen? Yes.

Do you agree that increasing school milk consumption would be beneficial for nutrition
and public health? Yes.

14. 1 routinely meet with producers who are proud of what they do, but say that they are
discouraging their children from farming because it has become too difficult to make a living.

a.

What can be done to strengthen the viability of the type of small and mid-size
operations that are common in Pennsylvania? Viability in commaodity market
circumstances are best enhanced through mncreased demand for those commodities, 1f
confirmed, Twill work tirelessly to ensure that domestie and foreign markets are npun
and fair for vur producers.

What role do you see for local foods in keeping small farms in business? Local {ood
operations are vil 1o completing the agricultural contimuum in supplyving food to a

hungry world.

15, Pennsylvania is the Chesapeake Bay watershed state with the most significant and
demonstrated need for federal assistance with pollution reduction from agriculture.
Pennsylvania makes up over one-third of the entire Chesapeake Bay Basin, more than any
other state. About half of Pennsylvania (52 percent) lies within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.
The state contributes an estimated 36 pereent of the nitrogen and 25 percent of the phosphorus
entering the Bay.

a,

Pennsylvama can only meet these commitments with a sustained commitment from
USDA. and the Natural Resources Conservation Service in particular.

Do you support increasing or at least maintaining funding for Farm Bill Conservation
programs? This includes programs such as the Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP), the Conservation Stewardship Program, the Environmental Quality
Inunm es Program (EQIP) and others. Yes, in goncral. The relative compo

believe should be informed based on cost and benefit data we lea

vt levels

T OVer

thine.

The 2014 Farm Bill eliminated a number of region-specific conservation programs and
established a new, national program: the Regional Conservation Partnership Program.
This program has not worked as well for the Bay as many had hoped. Will you ensure
that USDA is engaged with stakeholders on the ground so that Pennsylvania can submit
strong applications for RCPP funding in the future? Will USDA provide feedback to
stakeholders if a grant is not accepted? Yes and yes.

16. APHIS published the final rule on December 20, 2016, following an extensive, decade-long
process of analyzing Argentina’s pest control and phytosanitary practices. USDA s review also
included site visits in 2007. 2015 and 2016, for the purpose of observing firsthand the
production and packing practices of Argentina’s lemon producers, as well as Argentina’s
traceability system. Implementation of this rule has now been delayed twice.

a.

As APHIS decision to permit imports of lemons from Argentina was based on sound

science, and was made only after thorough review by technical experts, will you

commit to moving forward with implementation? 1 look forward to ro
natter should | be confirmed,

iewing thig
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17. Pennsylvania’s agricultural economy is a diverse one, and the state is home to many specialty
crop producers. Pennsylvania is a leader in farm to consumer sales. In 2002 there were 63
wineries doing farm to consumer sales in Pennsylvania, today that number is close to 200, That
increase is in many ways thanks to the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.

a. Can | count on your support for programs that are vital to health of specialty crop
producers and rural economies in my state. specifically Specialty Crop Block Grants.
Value Added Producer Grants and the Farmers Market Promotion Program? [ look
forward to reviewing these programs should I be canfirmed.

18. As I am sure vou are aware, pollinators are tremendously important to our food supply. Studies
have shown that 75% of all crops used for human food worldwide depend on pollination.
primarily from honeybees, and USDA has estimated that one in every three bites of food we
cat are thanks to pollinators. Unfortunately, on average, 30% of U.S. honeybee colonies have
died each winter over the last 8 years, which is an increase of about 30% in lost colonies vs.
the prior § years.

a. Please share your views about the rapidly declining health of pollinators, specifically
about what role you think the federal government should play in addressing this issue.
It confirmed. 1 will ask the department to study and working together with EPA.
provide options for addr

19. 1 was disappointed to see the proposed drastic cuts to U.S. international food assistance
programs in the President’s budget. These programs provide invaluable assistance to millions
of children around the globe.

a. If confirmed, will you commit to advocating for robust funding of international food
assistance programs? I believe that food aid can be an important fnstrument of peace,
H confinmed. | ook forward s USDA in Administration discussions on

!
how best to effeetively and of food aid.

ey

20. Last year, USDA’s Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration {(GIPSA)
finalized rules aimed at leveling the playing field for pork and poultry producers. These rules
make it easier for producers to show they have been unfairly treated and to seek legal remedies.

a. Ifconfirmed, will vou implement and enforce these rules? This is a complex issue with
many stakeholders holding strong opinions. Before final implementation, I will ask the

departnent to provide n

the best available information and our decision will be based

on the best available science and data and what 1s best for the American people.

2

. Climate change leads to unpredictable weather patterns, increased drought, {looding and storm
events. All of which affect our farmers ability to plan, grow and harvest their crops.

How do you infend to work with the Administration to address the issue of climate change so
that our farmers can continue to grow the food, feed, fiber and fuel on which our nation and
world depend? T belicve we have 10 take a consisient. common sense ¢

a changing clima

lands and i¢

¢, D would be committed

as <o

As

the Secretary of /
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foresters adapt 1o what the data s showing us about changes to weather patterns and

icmpcmmi‘c across the country.

22. Organic agriculture is a significant industry in my state and throughout the country.
a. If confirmed, how will USDA, under your leadership, support continued growth in the
organic industry? Organic {ood production s a growing, exciting addition to the
m. USDA should do all 1t can to support market access for organtie

&

agricultural con

producers.
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Charles Grassley (R-1A)

The agriculture industry is highly concentrated. This is especially true in the meat industry.
And pending mergers and acquisitions in the seed and chemical industry could increase the
concentration of input suppliers for grain farmers as well.

To address injustices in the meat industry, the Department of Agriculture proposed the
Farmer Fair Practices rules to clarify certain powers under the Packers and Stockyards Act.
These rules aim to create a more level playing field for farmers who must deal with the
outsized influence of packers.

What do you feel the role of the Department of Agriculture, also known as the People’s
Department, should be in maintaining a fair and level playing field for producers under the
Packers and Stockyards Act? If confirmed. and as a Georgia farmer, [ will ensure the
department does all it can to wark with the rest teral government and producers to
ensure that access to all markets are available, Fair and free markets are a comerstone of this
admini ton’s commnimment o the American people and I support that agenda

wholcheartedly.

Over the last several years, an increasing number of trade problems have developed because
other countries have delayed approvals of new biotech traits for grain crops. These problems
have resulted in burcaucrats from other countrics controlling what farmers in the U.S. are
allowed to plant in their fields.

‘What can the United States do to better coordinate approvals of biotech products around the
world so our producers can use the best available technology in their fields? If confirmed, 1
will insist that USDIA be more aggressive i supporting advancements in biotech that help

Americans produce more and better

food. We must work with other departments in the
wat agriculture interests are at the forefront in any discuss

1
d i we do not have access to the best markets

erpment o ensure

We cannot feed the wot
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Sceretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH)

In 2014, we had a devastating harmful algal bloom in the Western Lake Erie Basin that shut
down the City of Toledo's water supply for over 48 hours—which resulted in 500,000 people
being without drinking water for more than two days. This is unacceptable and we must do
everything in our power to ensure that this doesn't happen again — whether to Toledo or to any
other American city. We know both that excessive phosphorus contributed to the bloom and
that the agriculture community must play a critical role in addressing this problem. The USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service has played a key role in helping proteet and restore
the watershed. Under your predecessor, Secretary Vilsack. funding and technical assistance in
the watershed was increased—and I believe that this will pay dividends for us in the future.
And yet we see in the President’s proposed budget that the funding for USDA field offices is
to be cut. And targeted funding to help Lake Eric is climinated in the Trump budget proposal.
So. I would like to know if you support on-farm conservation that results in clean water and a
quality environment and what you will do to make sure we continue to provide our agricultural
producers with the financial and technical assistance they need? I do support on farm
cause our first priority is to protect our resaurces—water, land and
ahture will be able to feed a hungry world, W eonfiomed. T will
5 of USDIA to continlie 1o Support wise conservalion programs

&

0 masimize E*z: ety

within the constramts that exist.

The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) plays a crucial role in ensuring that school-age
children do not go hungry when school is out of session. It can be harder to reach children in
rural areas, a gap [ have worked on with members of this committee to close. Will you commit
to working with me to expand the reach and accessibility of the Summer Food Service
Program? Yes.

USDA is a vital resource for rural communities building and maintaining their water
infrastructure. The Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program benefitted more than
1.4 million rural Ohiocans between 2009 and now, supporting almost one hundred water
infrastructure projects. Yet the Administration’s proposed budget would eliminate these
programs, which have a small impact on the Federal budget but a large impact on rural areas.
Ohio has a $235 million backlog of Rural Utilities Support-qualified projects that need federal
support. Will you fully support USDA programs that help fund rural water infrastructare
projects? | he ‘ Cretan
in the development an
broadband, water and w

confirmed, Twill work with th

“Agricalture should play a significant role

ructure p ¢ and that investments in
inciuded i such a pack

51
deve at

CHtam

m«;\s ration 1o push for these m‘is‘»r:ms.
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In order to better understand the diversity of Ohio’s agriculture, 1 would like to welcome and
host you in Ohio so vou can see the dynamism of our state in person. Will you commit to
visiting the state in the next vear? If confirmed. I would welcome a visit o Ohio

This Admunistration has proposed making significant cuts to Rural Development programs in
its FY 18 budget proposal. These programs provide critical funding for community resources,
like the Avita Health System medical facility in Ontario, Ohio. Through a Community
Facilities grant with USDA, Avita was able to repurpose a shopping mall into a hospital that
created more than 350 jobs and brought improved healthcare access to the region. Rural
Development funding ensures that rural arcas have the necessary facilities and public services
to support local communities, while also spurring economic development. Can you assure me
that as Secretary you will make rural economic development a priority? Yes. As Governor |
was committed to rural development and will continue that effert, i confirmed, as Secretary
of Agricu

Rural counties account for 85% of our country’s persistent poverty. Smaller tax basins and
stretched resources, not to mention larger areas, makes addressing rural poverty especially
difficult. In 2010, Secretary Vilsack created the Strikeforce initiative to combat rural poverty
by combining USDA resources and targeting counties with endemic poverty. Ohio was added
as a Strikeforce state in 2016. This is an important anti-poverty resource focused on 11 rural
counties in Ohio that need our help, and has invested $23.5 billion to support high-poverty
rural counties around the country since the program’s inception. This program, while new, has
been a success in rural Ohio. Wil you commit to Loxmnumg the Strikeforce initiative begun
under Sec. Vilsack? Hmm 1o \J cen fully briefed on the Strikeforee ative but look forward
o reviewing the progray ] s Lam committed to promoting economic development
it

3
WP

vmummmx:,\ HCTOSS mm! At 1g 1o ond poverty,
A declining number of familics rely on farm income as their primary source of income, and
the average age of farmers in the U.S. is unsustainably high. What do you plan to do as
Secretary to assist new and beginning farmers? What carrent USDA programs do }ou believe
v»omk '\M.“ 10 suppmt these mlmu%" I continmed, T will ask hx: department to review and
: @ ers 1o entry for those who wish to be tnvolved in farming.
£y siment pro can zhm assess where we get hc mm!
1on ipvestment and then force those efforts. sible to all, and

Fam committed to seeing that happen.

Farming should be ace

Will you ensure that President Trump’s nominations to USDA represent the diversity of
American aguuhu:c’ Yes. Fortunately. the agricohure beneh is deep so finding a diverse
subcabinet is my 0 accomplish.

Will you work with me to strengthen Ohio's agricultural exports? How can USDA better
support American agriculmrc exports?  Yes. Only by ope png more markets 1o more
commaodities will we be able 10 ensure strong, se ith operational and financial
1 The Farm Bill calls for the ereation of a new Under Seerctary for

s for our producers.
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Trade at USDA that will ensure we have a seat at the table when
involved.

rade negotiations are

. Demand for organic food is up: a recent report by the Nielsen Homescan Panel shows that 82%

of households have purchased organic products. What role do you believe USDA should play
in helping farmers transition from conventional agriculture to achieve the organic standard?
How do you propose helping the szmwing organic market more generally? There are already
mechanisms available to help ceroty conventional farming operations transform o organic

production. Alse, many organic operations also are involved i conventional farming, Organic
operations provide commodities to consumers whoe demand them and working to provide

markets for theve producers should be a priority for USDAL If'¢
endeavors.

irmed, 1 will support these

. The Value-added Producer Grant Program (VAPG) has been an important resource for Ohio

farmers, and has provided more than $1.3 million in funding for Ohio since 2009. USDA is
supposed to publish the VAPG Notice of Solicitation of Applications (NOSA) each December,
but has not yet done so for FY17. Will you commit to cnsuring that the FY 17 NOSA will be
published in the Federal Register within a month of your confirmation? Will you commit to
publishing the VAPG NOSA each December so that Ohio farmers will have sufficient time to
submit applxcatlons before the growing season begins? It confirmed, 1 will make sure that

cessary rules and notices are pubtished my a timely manmer. Within budgetary constrains, |
will commit fo ensuring this program remains vital and that selicitations are published ecach
December,

3¢ H

. In light of recently announced agribusiness mergers, what will you do as Secretary to ensure

competition and fairess in the marketplace for farmers? 1 have heard from farmers that are

increasingly concerned about what the lack of competition in the marketplace could mean for

the price of inputs. Do you believe that increased consolidation — like the proposed merger

between Monsanto and Bayer — benefit farmers” bottom line? [ behlieve that we need o

carefully review these mergers and consider their impact on the producers and the consumers,
P s

I ook farward o sach case as it comes up and providing my best advice and counsel o

the President on

. How will you balance the demands of an increasingly consolidated agribusiness industry with

the needs of small-scale farmers? [will work to keep markets open, fair and free, i confirmed
Fal] we

to the best of my ability to ensure that barriers to entry are lowered, nof raised.

. The Commumnity Eligibility Program {CEP) helps reduce paperwork for struggling families,

and lessen the administrative burden for schools in impoverished areas. It also benefits
hundreds of thousands of kids in poor Ohio neighborhoods. Will you commit to working with
me to keep CEP as a part of the \Tational School Lunch Program? i | am confiomed. [ will
work with Congress and m \,m}’.;m%m w0 ensure appropriate funding for the health and
nutrition programs ac od by USD

. Schools across the country have made great progress on making school meals healthy and

nutritious. What can USDA do to encourage school districts to better use local sourcing for its
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food? I belicve the Farm to School Grant Program has been successful in Georgia and in
other states in promaoting locully seurced food and we look forward w exploring this and other
ideas to help our children enjoy the focal harvest and receive nutritious meals,

. What do you believe states can do to encourage more widespread attendance for the Summer
Food Service Program (SFSP)? How can ]ocal communilies broaden access to SFSP in rural
areas? | understand the Ag Committee has ideas o share on this topic and 1 ook forward 1w

working with the Commitiee ¢
nutritious meals.

o ensure that during zi:c swnmer months children have access to

provide

. What can USDA do to better support local and regional food banks? US
ition and distribution of food ecasier so as w reach @

expertise and tools that make acg

broader. deserving clientele.

ong ‘ﬁm? work mrl“ Y)\

. What are your thoughts on the implementation of the Global Food Security Act? What role do
you believe USDA should play in our international food aid? What role do you view
international food aid plays not only in alleviating humamtarmn needs ar ound thu wor ld but
in U.S. national security policy? X\ Lo “hmmd gum -
mternational food ad 1s a ot

to working with the Administratio

. The FY 2018 budget proposed eliminating the McGovern-Dole school lunch program. This
program feeds hungry children across the world and has been shown to encourage school
attendance. Do you believe this program should be eliminated? As 1 mentioned during my
confirmation hearing. [ agree that international food aid is g eritical toel 11 the United States”
faret ey and | Jook forward to working with the Administration on this matter should |
be contfirmed.

i

. Can you assure me that USDA policies will consult with and include the input of the scientific
community, and will be based on sound science and data—including the well-established data
on Chmate c,h‘mgc’ Heanfinm :d tcan assure vou that all decisions at USDA will be based on

2. Do you agree that climate change — whether through drought or an increase in the frequency
of severe weather events — poses a threat to American agriculture? Natural phenomenon will
always pose chalienges to agriculwral production. Through the use of the best available

ce and data, USDA will wark to help our producing partners maintain sustainable
tion from generation w gen

. Our land grant universities play a major role in agriculture research, like the Ohio State
University's Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center in Wooster, Ohio. What
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relationship do you envision for USDA and our land grant universities to collaborate on
agriculture research? How will you focus USDA resources to further research on highly
pathogenic avian influenza, biotechnology, transition to organic farming, innovative
conservation techniques. water quality monitoring. and combating invasive species? If
confirmed. [ will be totally « itted to strengthening our scientific eutreach through our tand
rant institutions und other academic enterprises, It s only through the best science and data
that we can make informed decisions about the future of agricubture in America and the world.

1

. Do you support the proposals from the Obamia Administration’s Pollinator Partnership Action
plan? What role do you believe USDA should have in addressing the declining pollinator
population? Yes. {f coni . Dwill have department resources focused on working with the
community in finding mitigation to the many chatlenges this segment of agriculture production
faces.

.T have heard praise for how USDA has implemented the Agriculture Wool Apparel
Manufacturers Trust Fund program. This program has helped manufacturers in Ohio and
elsewhere compete with foreign corporations. Will you commit to working with me to ensure
this program is a part of the next Farm Bili? [ have not been briefed on this program but will
commif to learning about it and discussing it further with vou.

. Will you dircct the Animal and Plant Heaith Inspection Services to increase their scrutiny and
expand inspection of Brazilian beef imports. given recent reports of Brazilian producers
bribing health inspectors? 1 belicve FSIS is doing a good job with 100% ion of meat

ntering the ULS. from Brav

pee

Fam concerned that an embargo would cause retabiation against
S.industry but will review the issue i confirmed.
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY)

As everyone knows, our nation’s farms depend on immigrant labor in our fields and orchards
to plant, pick, and process the food we eat. While many farmers use the H-2A visa program to
recruit temporary workers, this program is cumbersome. and occasionally results in farmers
not getting labor in time for planting or pruning, and never meets the needs of farmers who
require year-round labor, like dairy.

Given the extraordinary cuts to the Department of Agriculture and Department of Labor
contained in President Trump’s budget, how will you ensure that the H-2A program works for
our farmers and that they are not forced to vecruit workers by other means? The President has
a Constitutional obligation to enforce the law of the land. Tsupport the President in that effort.
If contirmed. I will work with the President. Congress, and stakeholders on both a short-term
and a permanent solution to agricuttural labor needs that is rehable, considers year-round

solutions, secure, and legal.

With the announcement of President Trump’s Executive Orders on immigration and
subsequent implementation of enforcement priorities by the Department of Homeland
Security. I am hearing great concern from farmers all across NY State about potential fabor
shortages. The National Agricultural Workers Survey estimates that more than half of all farm
workers in the United States are immigrants, and I am deeply concerned that many of these
hard-working farm workers will be subject to deportation under the new enforcement priorities.

Have you spoken to President Trump and Secretary Kelly about the effects the immigration
enforcement priorities will have on the agricultural sector? If confirmed, T will engage with

the President and Secretary Kelly about labor needs in the agriculture segment of the economy.

What steps will you take to ensure that farms across the country do not face economic
instability duc to diminished access to labor resulting from the Administration’s enforcement
priorities? The current system is broken and has been for some tme. W eontfirmed, Twill move
swiftl review options, Then Dwilb work wiath the President, Co
permanent solution to agricultural laber n
1

ss, and stakeholders on

both a shorf-term a is that is reh

able, perhaps
even vear-round, seeure, and k

New York is a border state and a dairy state, and the 3" largest exporter of dairy products in
the US. Recently, Canada has moved to restrict the use of ultra-filtered milk - UF 85 — in their
cheese production. a move that will effectively shut the door to a $135 million dollar export
opportunity for New York producers.

Given that President Trump’s commitment to trade is as questionable as his commitment to

the American farmer, how will you convinee him that trade is vital to our dairy industry? Fair
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and free vade Is at the heart of @ healthy agriculural economy. I confirmed. Dwill ensure that
agricultural interests have a seat at the table for all trade operations. Fair and fiee trade will
help sustain and support commodity prices for American farmers,

What steps will you take to work with the President in coordinating with the US Trade
Representative (Lighthizer), the White House National Economic Council (Navarro). and the
Secretary of Commerce (Ross), to make certain that enforcement of existing trade deals, and
any future negotiations, work for New York dairy producers? [t confirmed, I will be an

wgressive partner in making sure that all of American agriculture 15 represented in our rade

o

forts.

Farm mcomes and wealth have decreased significantly over the past three years and many
farmers face low commodity prices, weak export markets, and high land rents. The dairy
industry in New York continues to face significant hardship. While milk prices have started to
recover slightly, they are only at the breakeven point for most farmers, and remain well below
the prevailing prices in 2014,

If confirmed, what steps would you take to stabilize and support milk prices to enhance

incume% of dairy farmers and improve the rural economy? As vou are aware. Dairy provisions

1t the 2014 Farm Bill have notwerked Tor producers. | ook forward 1o reviewing some of the
ons S

+ Stabenow wid others have raised and Tintend (o work with

Congress 1o produce @ reliable long ferm approach.

WALIVE Sug HECS

Will you commit to attending a field hearing in New York to hear from my dairy farmers about
ways we could address milk pricing and improving market transparency? Yes.

Will you consider taking administrative action to make real risk management tools — such as
expanding access to LGM as mentioned by Senator Stabenow — available to dairy producers
until we can fix the failed MPP program? Yus.

Small and mid-size family farms are the backbone of our rural economies. Between 2007 and
2012, the United States lost nearly 56.000 of these farms. And our farmers are getting older
the most recent USDA census reported that the average age was 58.3 years—and many lack
retirement or suceession plans. We need a new generation of farmers or our rural communities
face extinction.

What steps would you take to support small and mid-sized tamily farms and rural economies?
The President has advanced a tax plan and trade initiatives that will help secure the future of
farmers and ranchers. Many farmers have left active farming but still control the land upon
which crops and livestock are nurtured. 1 support the administration’s efforts to bring more
COROMIC security to all tirmed, Dwill make sure that USTIA works to Tower

ors 10 CRErY at every

Americans, Hee

fevel for those who wish (o engage m i

How would you prioritize programs that assist new farmers, connect these new framers with
retiring farmers, and revitalize the rural economy by investing in local food systems that bring
more value dm:ul} to farm famlhcs I contirmed, these programs will receive my full
artention as they i : ¢ America. | think our system and the demands
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of the future best suit an all-of-the-above approach where we su

ppoit those who identify high
margin local consumer driven markets as well as thase producing the sate abundance neces
itartan chatlenge of providing

to meet the cconomic and human for the food insecure.

Title Four of the Farm Bill contains many critical food and mutrition programs including SNAP.
SNAP-Education and other nutrition education programs, the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Program, the Healthy Food Financing Initiative, and programs that provide healthier foods for
tood banks, low-income seniors, and Indian reservations.

Given the enormous impact of food and nutrition programs at USDA, what will be your
nutrition priorities and how will you protect the most vulnerable Americans? If confirmed. I
will work to keep foed and farm policy areas joined in the next farm bill. Further, I will make
sure we carefully examine the administration of SNAP and other food programs to make sure

that those who are eligible for the prozrams have access to the programs.

i

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program is the largest of the federal nutrition
assistance programs, and serves as a critical food security safety net that helps to lift millions
of working families and individuals out of poverty across the country, Error rates in the
program have been decreasing nationally, and have hovered at below 4 percent since 2010.
During your time as Governor of Georgia. your administration received an award from USDA
for low error rates when determining SNAP payments and eligibility. While program integrity
is very important, I am concerned that during this time only 68 percent of eligible low-income
Georgians participated in the program compared to 86 percent participation in neighboring
Tennessee

Do you believe that program oversight should come at the expense of limiting those who are
cligible from benefitting from the program? I belicve the American taxpayer oxpects u
deliver efficient, well-run programs. In Georgia we worked hard 10 ensure that we did this but
it was not the goal o lmit program participation for qualifving applicants. T can assure vou
expected the program to be administered so as 1o reach the most eligible

[ ook forward to wark with states to ensure this 18 their goal as well

How would you ensure that USDA makes certain that every low-income person that is eligible,
actually receives these important benefits? It confirmed, T will have USDA work with the

1

states, where the am is administered. to ensure that the best rechnology and practices are

ailable fo

SNAP. not only benefits the most vulnerable, but also contributes to the economic stability of
both local businesses and farmers. Each dollar invested in new SNAP benefits generates $1.70
in economic activity, and last year, redemption of SNAP benefits at more than 260,000
businesses, including 80 percent small and local businesses, contributed over $66 billion into
the economy. Without SNAP dollars. many small and local retailers and farmers would lose a
critically important cconomic market.

As head of USDA what steps would you take to ensure that the economic opportunities created
by SNAP continue to buldlt sma[l and local businesses? SNAP. like many other programs, is
most etfective 1f ad ¢

#oa way that reaches as many participants as ¢ligible while
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controlling fur fraud and abuse. Control measures are important to ensure that American
cers have geod stewardship of resources. To the extent allowed by Taw. USDA will do

effective and efficient program.

How would you ensure that programs that enhance the purchasing power of Sentors, WIC, and
SNAP beneficiaries at farmers markets continue during and at the completion of the transition
to electronic EBT systems? 11 contirmed. [ will put the resources of USDA 1o the task of

ensuring a safe, smooth and secure wansttion,

Will you commit USDA resources and provide enhanced technical assistance to farmers
markets that continue to accept these EBT benefits? [ am inclined to support bath producer

and consumer choice in most regards, but [ need to better understand these programs and

implementations before making

Beginning in January 2017, 21 states reinstated the three-month time limit on SNAP benefits
for unemployed adults who are not disabled or raising minor children. While this limit is
appropriate in some instances, in many others, it is not, especially when employment
opportunitics are not available or when beneficiaries are not able to work. Many states report
difficulty providing sufficient

How would USDA, under your leadership, work with other agencies and states to ensure that
non-working, able bodied adult SNAP beneficiaries are provided opportunities so they can
continue to reccive SNAP while seeking employment that pays a hiving wage? If confinmed.
Dwill work with states to make sure that SNAP support and implementation meets state needs.

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA) of 2010 made unprecedented improvements to
the nutritional quality of meals served in the National School Lunch (NSLP) and School
Breakfast Programs (SBP) and for competitive school snacks and beverages. As a result of the
HHFKA, children are being served school meals with more whole grains, {ruits, vegetables,
and less salt, and healthier snacks and beverages. Today, almost all school districts in my state
and morc than 98 percent of school districts nationally are meeting the new school meal
standards—up from just 14 percent in 2010 when the legislation passed. That is a huge
improvement for the 31 million children participating in the NSLP each day. most of whom
(over 70 percent) come from low-income families.

As Secretary, how will you continue the progress on healthy meals, snacks, and beverages in

schools? 1 confirmed. 1 will have USDA work o suppert of Tocal decisions about meal

prov

icto children in public schoul districts. These decisions must be done at the local level,
but USDA can provide support in helping implement compli ¥

The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP}) has been wonderful tool for many high poverty
districts in New York, in your home state of Georgia, and in states across the country, It cases
the administrative burdens and paperwork requirements for schools and is targeted exclusively
to those schools in high poverty arcas. CEP ensures that school nutrition staff can focus on
feeding the neediest children instead of filling out reams of paperwork.
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How would you support and promote the use of the Community Eligibility Provision to further
help schools in high poverty areas and ensure children have access to the healthy and nutritious

school meals and snacks they need to thrive? 1 1 am contirmed. | will work with Congress

on to ensure appropriate funding for the health and nunition programs
wered by USDAL

and the Admimst

adminis

. For many low-income children, in both rural and urban communities, the National School

Lunch Program represents an important source of quality nutrition. Schools need creative
strategies to encourage students to make healthy choices.

Do you support current, innovative USDA sponsored programs, such as Smarter Lunchrooms,
that promote efficiency, decrease waste, and encourage students to select and eat healthful
choices such as fruits and vegetables by making those more convenient and attractive? Yes,

am decisions are held at the local fevel

as long as progr

. Many summer and afterschool programs in New York and across the country have expressed

difficulties in operating summer feeding sites for the children in their communities after school
and during the summer because they have to operate as two different programs, with separate
paperwork.

Would you support policies that ensure access to nutritious meals for children afterschool and
in the summer by easing paperwork burdens for providers and allowing them to operate as
seamless programs? Yes. Anvihing that reduces unnecessary paperwork witl be a top priority.

. Diet-related diseases, such as heart disease, stroke, and hypertension add billions of dollars

each year to our national health care bill. In 2010 they cost an estimated $130 billion, and costs
arc projected to more than triple by 2030. Increasing access to healthy food has been proven
to have a major impact on improving diet quality and in reducing the economic costs of chronic
disease.

[f confirmed would you support important programs like the Healthy Food Financing Initiative
that works to improve health outcomes and invest in local economies by building public-
private partnerships to increase healthy food access in low-income communities? Yes.

. Robust evidence has linked excess sodium intake with high blood pressure, which is one of the

major risk factors for heart discase. High blood pressure also increases the risk of heart attack,
stroke, and heart failure. and is the leading risk factor of women’s deaths in the U.S. and second
leading risk factor for death for men. One-third of American adults currently have high blood
pressure and 90 percent will develop it in their lifetime. In Georgia alone, 36.2% of adults have
high blood pressure.

How will you continue effort that USDA has been leading with other agencies to reasonably
decrease sodium in the food supply to safe, healthy levels to help efforts to combat chronic
disease and death? If confinmed | will support educational ouweach effors that inform
Amert i do

¢ with their ¢

e o) Taias N
s ehout health rishs assoa
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Despite the work of the FDA and USDA, many gaps persist in our understanding about the use
of medially important antibiotics in food animals. A report that | requested from the
Government Accounting Office (GAO) found that USDA should work to increase on-farm
data collection and improve collaboration with FDA and CDC during investigations of
foodborne illnesses.

How should USDA collect data on antibiotic use on the farm and in large-scale operations in
collaboration with FDA? Duta driven research and the advancenent of agriculture science are
at the top of this adminstation’s priovitics. I confinmed. T will support and aggressively
pursue programs that allow us to have access to the best information concerning agricultural

[EETHES

How long would you give the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to
complete the development of perfermance measures and targets for collecting on-farm data?

I confirmed, I will confer with APHIS and have them develop a plan that will setsty the need
for data collection and for advanci

g our science in this area.

Would you support the establishment of Memorandums of Understanding between USDA and
HHS to conduct on-farm investigations, with clear roles and reporting mechanisms, in the
event of a multi-state outbreak of foodborne illness? 1t contirmed. T will work with all

appropriate agencies 1o g

cr this data

. As a veterinarian, you are aware of how the overuse of medically important antibiotics can

lead to the development of antimicrobial resistance. Health officials at the CDC and the World
Health Organization, have warned that the development of antibiotic resistance is resulting in
human infections, some of them food bome, that are difficult or impossible to treat. The
National Action Plan for Combating Antibiotic Resistance calls for USDA to evaluate and
implement programs to restrict use of medically important antibiotics, foster stewardship of
antibiotic use in animals, and identify and support research into alternatives to antibiotics.

Will you commit,
accordance with the bes

How will you ensure that producers further reduce inappropriate use of antibiotics in food
animal production? USDA will worl with FDAL Y

ererinurians and the states o monitor and
enforce compliance.

. USDA has played an important role in conducting research on the spread of antibiotic

resistance on farm and on identifying alternatives to antibiotics used on farm.

Under your leadership. how would the USDA continue to fund external and internal research
/ays to slow the spread of resistance to antibiotics on farm and in food? [f confirmed, |
vitl direct appropriate sub-agencies to develop plans to implement a comprehensive research

program.

In your opinion, what programs and funding sources should be enhanced to meet research
needs into antibiotic alternatives and social drivers of antibiotic use in livestock? I confirmed,
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I will do all T ean o support these inttatives within the constraints of the budget authority
JAL

available 1o U

. President Trump’s Fiscal Year 2018 budget request to Congress included the elimination of

USDA’s critical water and wastewater programs. In New York, $64.4 million in funding from
this program has brought water and wastewater services to over 107,000 rural New Yorkers
since Fiscal Year 2014, Without this USDA funding. rural communities across the country will
face the prospects of polluted water and inadequate infrastructure to support new businesses
and new jobs. In justifving this climination. the budget states that “rural communities can be
served by private sector financing or other Federal investments in rural water infrastructure,
such as the EPA’s State Revolving Funds (SRF),” but this would mean that rural cities, towns,
and water districts would have no affordable option other than to stand in line to compete
against big citics for SRF funding or pay big banks and Wall Strect hedge funds high rates and
fees to fund projects.

How does eliminating an effective USDA program help address the significant infrastructure
challenges faced by rural communitics across New York and the country? Having served as a
governor in a balunced budget state I understand the need 1o make difficult budget decisions

n addition, | xucma% the anuuval budget and appropriations process is iterative,  If
contirmed, 1 will do my best to support USDA prog 1 3
ntend 1o press m;*cmsm ation of rural needs in the infrastruerure |
is formulating.

1
3
i

grams within those constraints.

nackage the Administration

. The remendous water infrastructure needs of rural America are reflected in the large backlog

the USDA water program has. Nationally, there is a backlog of $2.5 billion in eligible, quality
projects that cannot be funded due to a lack of federal resources. In New York, that backlog
features 70 requests for $134.5 million. These are projects that are critical to the economic
development and quality of life of our rural areas.

How do you plan to address these backlogs’ Weonfurmed, Twill do my best o support USDA
programs within budget constral
broadband and other infi
infrastructure package.

. Further, | intend to press for consideration of rural water,
uring the planning process of the President’s

. As governor you presided over the country’s most deadly outbreak of foodborne illness in

history resulting in 9 deaths and illness for 714 people due to contaminated peanut butter.

How does the peanut butter experience inform your approach to food safety and government

regulation? Food safety s a top priority of USDA and T will support the fumding of iu

i
i

Will you ensure that that Food Safety funding at USDA will not be subject to federal spending
cuts? As the top prierity of the Deparupent, | will insist that the budget reflect its criticatity.

. Nationally, New York is a top tier specialty crop producer of fruits. vegetables, maple, and

wine. These producers rely on the Specialty Crop Block Gramt Program to enhance the
competitiveness of specialty crops growers with diverse projects ranging from food safety to
market access, to crop development and distribution.
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As Secretary, how will you work to enhance the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program and
ensure that it continues to fund relevant specialty crop research? Yes.

. The White House Rural Council was established by executive order in 2011 to address the

unique needs of rural communities, who supply our {ood, fiber, and energy, safeguard our
uatural resources, and are essential in the development of science and innovation. USDA plays
a key role in promoting the priorities of the Rural Council to ensure economic growth and
innovation, improve access to health care and education, and expand outdoor recreational
activities on public lands, you will work across executive departments, agencies, and offices
to coordinate federal programs and investments aimed at promoting.

If confirmed, will you encourage President Trump to continue the work of the White House
Rural Council and set strong priorities for investments in rural America during his
administration? Yes.

What steps do you propose for enhancing executive department, agency, and office
coordination to promote economic prosperity and increasing the quality of life for rural
communities? If confinmed, T will make interagency coordination a hallmark of my
iress the needs of rural America and o
find the best and most efficient use of vur limited resources. We have common interest with
we should work to lower barriers to cooperation.

manzgensent of USDAL This is eritical i we are to add

many federal agencies an
" infrastructure service
for both rural and urban Americans. Access to the Internet is as important for our job growth
and quality of life as access to electricity, access to roads. or access to a telephone.

Will you commit to continuing to support USDA Rural Utilities Service's (RUS) broadband
programs. which have strong bipartisan support in Congress and a long history of helping
promote advanced communications services in rural areas? Yos.

. Small telecommunication companies have often shown a great willingness to build out

broadband service in rural communities. We have heard concerns from these small businesses
that loan financing alone is not helpful enough to meet the high costs of providing service to
rural areas, and that some grant funding is needed to make these projects financially feasible.

Do you believe RUS should consider the use of grant funds in combination with loan financing
to build out service to unserved rural communities? Access 1o broadband in rural America

must be part of an ove broadband access 1o all America
that access. The FOC T

work to seek p rship

1
1 with enermous resources. [f cond

the FOC o support expunded access to broadband in rural arcas.

s who ¢
"

mcd,

f1

. As you know, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS} is responsible for

preventing the introduction and spread of plant pests. However, in recent years, more than 20
previously undetected pests have been detected in the country cach year with hundreds of
shipments of goods entering the country each year contain plant pests.
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What strategies would you promote to reduce the tntroduction, spread, and impacts of invasive

species? I contirmed. | will commit to bringing the necessary resources 1o bear to ensure
privrity pest contrel,

. In some cases, APHIS has been hesitant o use its authority to penalize importers who routinely

receive shipments that violate plant pest regulations. For example, 11 years ago the U.S.
implemented regulations requiring that wood packaging {crates, pallets, etc.) be treated in order
to minimize the risk that pests will be introduced via this pathway. However, pests continue to
be detected in wood packaging arriving at U.S. ports, due in part because importers know they
will not be penalized due to APHIS’s current policy of only imposing penalties if a specific
importer has been caught 5 times in a single year with non-compliant wood packaging.

What steps will you take to instruct APHIS to use its legal authority to impose civil penalties
to deter continuing violations? I confirmed. T will instruct APHIS 1o examine thei
enforcen

.
1ent protocols and will seek to tighten our scratiny as necessary to reduce the risk of
mported pests coming into the country.

. The integrity of food safety inspection in Brazil has recently been called into serious question

through allegations of corruption, fraud, and failures of oversight at many levels.

How frequently and to what degree should USDA re-evaluate the equivalency designation it
confers on the food safety inspection systems of other nations when serious deficiencies are
found? Tt has been reported that USDA will conduct a 100% inspection of all meat products
coming into the United States. I confinmed, T will immediately review owr procedures and

protocols on inspections o 1 sure we have the safest food possible,

In your opinion, does USDA have the statutory authority necessary to unilaterally revoke an
equivalence designation and at what degree of risk to the American consumer would such
action be appropriate? 1 confinmed, I will seek the opinton of General Counsel before making
such a determination.

. The Food Safety Inspection Service has encountered some difficulty in attracting and retaining

qualified inspectors in certain parts of the country. These rates of understaffing has led to
inspectors who are not able to complete their inspection assignments in a timely fashion. The
USDA FY2017-FY2021 Strategic Plan acknowledges these staffing issues and recommends
measures to alleviate the shortages.

How would you ensure that the workforce needs of FSIS are met in a timely fashion and that
there is no risk to the public health due to insufficient staffing at processing facilities? T will

work to ensure that our hin of food inspectors s not constrained in any {ashion, including

s federz

the tempors

. New York is 63 percent forested and the forest industry contributes $4.6 billion annually to the

state's economy. The majority of New York's forest land (74 percent) is privately held and
managed by nearly 700.000 land owners. In addition to supporting the forest industry, these
private forest lands deliver important public benefits, like protecting water quality and
providing important wildlife habitat. Unfortunately, increasing demands for development are
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placing financial pressure on forest land owners, resulting in the conversion of private forest
lands to non-forested uses. This conversion threatens the survival of the U.S. forest industry
and eliminates the public benefits that private forests provide. The U.S. Forest Service’s Forest
Legacy Program, funded through the Land and Water Conservation Fund, is an important tool
in addressing this problen.

Will you commit to supporting forest land owners and help curb the conversion of private
forest land to non-forested uses by advocating for robust annual funding for the Forest Legacy
Program, and the Land and Water Conservation Fund? It confirmed. T will order a complete
review and revision of the Forest Servied's forest management plan. This will clude

¢ and revitalizing support for the Legacy program and the conservation fund,

. The plight of domestic pollinators and commercial honey bees threatens the sustainability of

our natural environment and the profitability of our nation’s farms. In 2016 the White House
Pollinator Task Force released the Pollinator Partnership Action Plan. USDA was involved in
the development of this Plan and would be responsible for many elements of its
implementation.

Will you support the continuation of the Pollinator Partnership Action Plan and what actions
would you take to foster cross-agency collaboration to advance its stated goals? 1 have not

on the Pollinator Pertnership Action Plan. if Tam confirmed. Dwill work with the
USDA staff {o review this plan and take appropriate actions to promote the bealth of bees and

other pollinators.

Will you work to identify opportunities within existing conservation programs to improve
poilinator habitat such as the prioritization of pollinator friendly planting mixes in cover crops,
in riparian buffers, or on lands enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program? Yes.

. New York features robust farm based distilling and brewing indusiries. This has greatly

increased the regional demand for hops, small grains, and malting facilities to support further
expansion. We have worked with great success to expand the coverage of conventional barley
crop insurance but the lack of a Northeastern malting barley insurance program stands to limit
the growth of this important growth sector.

Would you direct Risk Management Agency staff to work with New York barley growers,
researchers, processors. malters. and quality assurance laboratories to establish a Northeast
malting barley endorsement that could serve as the basis of a malting barley crop insurance
program? Yus.

Would you direct the National Agricultural Statistics Service to resume surveys of the New
York barley crop fo ensure that baseline production levels are available to serve as the basis
for any future crop insurance product? Yes.

According to the National Institute of Food and Agriculture at the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, an estimated 57,900 high-skilled jobs in the U.S. agriculture sector will open
annually in the next five years, but there will be only 35,400 new U.S. graduated to fill these



L

)

203

positions, resulting in an annual short fall of 22,500 agricultural professionals. The National
FFA Organization, Discovery Education, and AgCareers.com have joined forces to create a
robust career website to help students explore more the 235 unique careers in the business,
communications, technology, and science of agriculture.

In your opinion, what is the role of U.S. Department of Agriculture in preparing and recruiting
young professionals to careers in agriculture? USDA has a key and | "ixdinw rale in bringing
greal young people to careers in agricultre. It confirmed. [will support outreach and human
capital enhancement programs that reach into every community to atiract peop !c yagrieulture.
M"m importantiv, I will always ;mmmxc econemic opportunity and grow ‘Lh in modemn
illed, high-paving jobs continue to be in demand.

agricufture so that more I

. National FFA members participate annually in hands-on work experiences, often called
supervised agricultural experiences.

Knowing that the average age of the American farmer is quickly rising, and that we will need

these young people to pursue agricultural pursuits, both on and off the farm, how can USDA
help to incentivize hands-on work experiences like these to create more opportunities for young
people in agriculture? 1 confirmed. Twill fead an outreach eftort that will create programs zmd
meentives so that any @ al

opportunily, whet

who wants o participate in agriculiure will have th

il

her it sty education or in g hands on coviroument.

How will you commit to better recruit and retain )oung pmplc back to th; farm or othcr
agricultural pursuits? It cenfirmed. T will lead the i s
esourees that xxm create incentives fori

ivi

wuals to explore :fmd f

s
|
o and retention will be it

. In 2010, the Office of Inspector General at USDA released a report on the administration of
the Horse Protection Program. The OIG’s findings indicate that the current method of
administration by the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is “not adequate to
ensure that [horses] are not being abused.” As a result, USDA developed a rule moditying the
Horse Protection Act (HPA); however, this rule was not finalized before the end of the previous
Administration, and the rule was officially withdrawn on January 23, 2017.

With more than 42 Senators, 182 Representatives, and 100,000 members of the public writing
in support of this rule, will you commit to finalizing this rule within 1hc first year of your
leadership. should you be confirmed? if conlirmed. I wili commit to reviewing the program

and will, based on the best science and daty gvatiable, advance rules that are defensible and

enforceable. Yes. T will complere this task in the tirst vear T am in position,

. In October 2013 a study supported by the Association of Public and Land-grant Universitics
(APLU) was published by Sightlines, LLC indicating that the price tag for deferred
maintenance at colleges and universities of agriculture all across the country, including your
alma mater, is a startting $8.4 billion. With increasing international trade and globalization it
is important that U.S. colleges and universitics remain globally competitive and able to provide
21% Century research and education. It is imperative that the research infrastructure at U.S.
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schools of agriculture, much of which was built in the 1950s and 1960s, is maintained to allow
for cutting-edge research and education activities.

Given this Administration’s commitment to addressing infrastructure needs all across the
country, do you think that addressing the issue of deferred maintenance at schools of
agriculture should be a priority of USDA’s? If confirmed,  will advance the idea that fixing
our deferred maintenance issues ix considered in owr infrastructure planning.

If confirmed as Secretary will you work to include funding within the 2018 Farm Bill to address
this national issue? Yes, supporting agricultural research and our Land Grant Universities will
be a priority for funding within the 2018 Farm Bill.

. Specialty crop producing states share many challenges. During a recent conversation with

Senator Hirono, she mentioned Hawaii’s agriculture is unique and different from agriculture
on the mainland. Among their highest value crops are coffee, macadamia nuts, papayas, and
floriculture. As Hawaiian farmers strive for sustainability, they have been very fortunate to
have had USDA’s support in the past.

If confirmed as Secretary. will you build upon USDA’s strong partnership with communities
and agricultural stakeholders in Hawaii in addressing their unique challenges and
opportunitics? Yes.

. Also during my conversations with Senator Hirono, she mentioned that, like New York,

Hawaii’s agricultural producers and land managers combat invasive species on a continual
basis. Whether it is the Macadamia Felted Coccid threatening macadamia trees, the Coffee
Berry Borer threatening coffee beans, or the Rapid Ohia Death threatening the native Ohia
trees, the threat is constant. USDA provides funding for scientists at the Daniel K. Inouye U.S.
Pacific Basin Agricultural Rescarch Center (PBARC) to conduct critical, cutting-edge research
to further the understanding of these invasive species and develop methods to mitigate their
impacts. These techniques and solutions not only benefit Hawati but may benefit fanmers in
my home state of New York. or be disseminated across the country and around the world.

If confirmed as secretary, will you support the invasive species research at PBARC that is

critical to assisting our land managers and agricultural producers? Y

(o N

As responsibilities for invasive species detection and response cross various agencies’
jurisdictions, will you encourage USDA’s partnerships with other agencies, such as those
atforded by the National Invasive Species Council. in addressing invasive species threats?

Yes.
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny” Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Bennet (D-CO)

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) supports important forest conservation
programs, which are under the jurisdiction of the USDA and Forest Service. This includes
sportsmen’s access and trail protection programs, and matching grants to states for the
conservation of working forests through the Forest Legacy Program. In Colorado, the Forest
Legacy Program has contributed $14 million to protect over 15,000 acres; and Colorado’s
National Forests have received over $70 million from LWCF for public lands conservation
projects at the Arapaho, Roosevelt, Uncompahgre, and White River national forests. If
confirmed, will you ensure that the Administration requests full funding for LWCF in their
future budget requests? Will you commit to work with this Committec to advocate for a robust
share of LWCF funding for lhe Fm‘cst Service in the appropriations process? As I discussed in
my confiem: : hat the mission of the Forest Service is eritical. bul have
not been full and operations. 1 am confinmed, Twill work
with (e e appropriate funding for Forest Serviee
programs includ

v briefed on the Ss

The protection and management of our National Forests is critical for Colorado communities.
Over 80 percent of Coloradans participate in trail-related activitics on a regular basis and 9 in
10 participate in outdoor recreation annually. Outdoor recreation — like hunting, fishing, skiing
and hiking - adds $19.9 billion to Colorado’s GDP, supports 313,000 jobs and contributes $4.9
billion in tax revenues. In Colorado, these Forests arc a part of our basic infrastructure. Ski
areas and outfitters depend on them, and residents use them every day. That’s why so many
Coloradans have concerns about selling these lands off to private interests. Will you commit
to keeping Forest Service land in public hands dﬂd op pose 1hp sale or uansfcr of public lands?
h T generally be wat federal Jan 2. 1 have not been

any potential land mnxiux o nm'md [l

qth the Admin Service L“s
approprisie reso

work clo

S e

In Colorado, the USDA plays an important role to administer programs that help farmers and
ranchers improve soil health, save water, and provide wildlife habitat. Two of our water
districts employ the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (“CREP™) to reduce
groundwater withdrawals and three new Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(“RCPP™) projects were funded this year. 1 also continue to hear from farmers who want to
enroll in the Conservation Reserve Program (“CRP™), but are unable to because of the 24
million cap on acreage from the 2014 Farm Bill. If confirmed, will you work against
conservation program cufs in your anmual budgut submission to Congress? [ have not been
by bricted on the CRP b *"ci‘ !H «m wm rmed, T will work closely with Con wnd the

Admimist or the Prog

f1
fu
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Last year, Congress passed the bipartisan National Forest System Trails Stewardship Act,
which I authored along with Senator Enzi from Wyoming. The bill gives the Forest Service
new authorities and tools to increase volunteer capacity and take other actions to rehabilitate
the world-class trail system that stretches across our national forests. The Forest Service is
beginning to implement this law - which will help improve trails and increase outdoor access.
If confirmed, how will you make this new law a priority so that our trail users - from horseback
riders, to snowmobilers, to wilderness enthusiasts — can start seeing the benefits? [ have not
been fully bricfed on the National Forest System Trails Stewardship Act. but agree strongly
with the concept of working with volunteers and rehabilitation of our trail system. I 1 am
confirmed, 1 will make sure that this program is a priority.

There are some innovative public-private partnerships that could be expanded to address
wildfire mitigation needs, and set the next generation of our wildland firefighting workforce
on career pathways. The Forest Service currently partners with organizations — like Southwest
Conservation Corps in Colorado — to operate Veterans Fire Corps. These programs provide
veterans the opportunity to continue working in a team environment while learning hard skills
on wildfire mitigation and firefighting, like chainsaw certifications. Partnerships like this could
be expanded through additional support and direction from the Forest Service. Will you work
to expand partnerships, like the Veterans Fire Corps, to address wildfire mitigation and
wildland firefighting needs? Yes.

The USDA’s Rural Utilities Service (RUS) administers federal broadband funding programs,
including grants and loans for rural deployment. Broadband investment is a top priority for
Colorado communitics that are frustrated with existing providers that offer slow, expensive
coverage or none at all. Our office is working on a proposal to streamline federal loan and
grant programs that support public and private investment in broadband infrastructure. These
reforms would focus on hard-to-reach rural areas that currently lack fixed broadband
connectivity. If confirmed, will you take steps to reform RUS's broadband programs to make
them more efficient and useful for rural communities? As [ stated inmy confirmation hearing,
[ believe that broadband access is absolutely essential to roval commuties, Wl am contirmed,
ing the USDA staff, Congress, states and the private sector to develop
o close the digital divide and ensure that ru

el when it comes to broadband access.

[ look forwa
ve appi
tevel plaving

al communities are on a
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To farmers and ranchers in Colorado, taking steps to adapt to changing conditions is part of
the business. Due to climate change, Colorado will experience changes in the timing of
snowmelt. lower streamtlow, shifting growing seasons, and an increase in the frequency and
severity of heat waves and wildfires. There are also opportunities to sequester carbon and
mitigate climate change through the conservation and management of grasslands, forests, and
working agricultural land. The USDA has started to equip producers, growers, and ranchers
with information to make risk-based decisions and tools to adapt to climate change and extreme
weather through their regional climate hubs, like the Northern Plains Hub headquartered at
Colorado State University. I confirmed. will the USDA continue to implement, and dedicate
adequate resources to, programs to adapt to and mitigate climate change, including the USDA
Climate Hubs and the ClimateSmart Agriculture and Forestry Initiative? I believe we have (o
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g chmam and focus on
strategies that make [nancial and envirenmental sense. I confinmed as the Secretary of
Agriculture, I commit to heipig fwmers, landowners and foresters “d pi m what the data s
showing us sbout changes to weather patterns and temperature across the country.

take a cor

1sistent, comumon sense approach to adapting to a changing

USDA grant programs through the NRCS, provide hundreds of millions of dollars around the
country to improve water management. The Bureau of Reclamation, through its WaterSMART
water efficiency grant program, provides around $30M annually for water conservation
projects proposed by its beneficiaries and other water suppliers. In June, USDA and Bureau of
Reclamation agreed to coordinate these programs for on and off farm funding to maximize the
benefits of both programs specifically in the Colorado River Basin. What steps will you take
to ensure this cooperation continues between Bureau of Reclamation and USDA in the
Colorado River B'xsm’ Alth ng_h I have not been briefed on the specifics of the Wat ]

it progr g ihm ';\mrd;mlwn between USDA and other federal and stas
i g the impacts that these grants can have, If T am confirmed. |
srdination continues.

vork {0 ensure that this coc

[ continue to hear from producers across Colorado about how difficult the farm economy 1s
right now. With many producers still reeling from years of drought, they are now having
difficulties obtaining operating loans due to low commodity prices and decreased revenue.
When farmers are having trouble that can spell trouble for the rest of the economy. If
confumed, what specific steps do you plan to take to address the financial difficulties that
farmers are facing in Colorado and across the country? The FSA Farm Loan Programs are a
stical tool in USDIATs effy
confirrmed., T will work with FS
have appropriate

< to promode development of the rural economy. I 1 am
“s staft, Congress and «E Administration to cngure that we

. On top of the already difficult cconomic conditions in farm country, Colorado producers

continue to lack the stable, qualified workforce needed to thrive, grow, and compete. Not
addressing this issue means peaches left in the tree and onions spoiling in the ground. We
addressed farm labor four years ago in the Senate through comprehensive immigration
reform—which both growers and workers supported—>but the House never took it up. If
confirmed, how will you use your platform as USDA Secretary to advocate for immigration
reform on behalf of our farmers and ranchers? What near-term steps do vou plan to take so
that producers have the worktorce they need to stay in business? Would you x‘upport chanqcs
to the H-2A visa program? It | am confirmed, I will be a strong voice within the Cabinet for

s al 1(\ im‘ Ek L?‘ pment m a ic:ai Sl i

kmd I \\:1§11n;x11‘(muﬂ »ducxog and

c1r workforee noeds legally

. When the president talks about improving trade. one area he doesn’t always mention is

agriculture. Reaching new markets {e.g.. Cuba, Japan, etc.) and maintaining current markets
(e.g., Canada and Mexico) will be important to the continued success of agriculture in Colorado
and across the country. Colorado exports more than 0% of the wheat grown in the state, and
last year we exported more than $486 million of beef, pork and lamb to Canada and Mexico.
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What are you plans for soliciting recommendations from producers as the administration rolls
forward with its agenda? As I mentioned during my confirmation hearing. ensuring that
American farmers have secess to international markets is a critical part of the Secretary of
Agriculture’s portfolio, I T am confirmed. T will be a champion for market access within the
ca%m 1 and will work closcly with producers to ensure that thelr voice 1 heard as we develop
and implement our Adminisue

tion’s trade policies.

. As you know from your experience in Georgia in 2007, drought can have devastating

consequences on farmers and producers. The Obama Administration took the threat of drought
very seriously, establishing through executive order a National Drought Resilience Partnership
(NDRP), led by USDA. to coordinate federal, state, and local response to drought and build
long-term drought resilience. This program has increased resiliency and improved water
conservation efforts in the Colorado River Basin. Will you maintain support for the NDRP,
including appointing senior staff to lead the effort and dedicating adequate resources to ensure
its success? Yes.

. The Secure Rural Schools (SRS) program provides resources for schools and road projects in

rural communities. SRS payments have provided revenues to counties that contain national
forests. SRS authorization is expired and without reauthorization, the eXisting paymentq are
not sufficient to support these rural counties and their school districts. If confirmed, will you
inchide SRS reauthorization in your annual budget request to Congress? Will you commit to
working with Congress to ensure SRS is funded and reauthorized as soon as possible?
Although 1 have not been bricted on the budget and operations of the Secure Rural Schools
program, 1 support funding for rural schools and road projects. The Forest Service has
apportunity 1o be a better neighbor in the community inwhich it operates and productive forest
management allows | spport such infrastruciure needs, I confinmed, Dwill
work with the Administration a“d Cor

evenues (o st

ress on this maiter,

. In 2014, we convened a group of Colorado fire and forestry experts to find ways that the federal

government can support fire protection and forest health in Colorado. This group of
stakeholders released a Colorado-written report titled “Innovations in Forestry and Fire
Mitigation” to provide consensus ideas and recommendations for collaborative forest health
and fire protection efforts. Will your team review this report — and then follow up with us on
steps to implement possible solutions? Certainly, T agree that the Forest Service should work
aintain healthy foresis

&

The President’s so-called “skinny™ budget would hurt rural communities in Colorado that rely
on the Rural Utility Service programs. For example, the budget eliminated the USDA’s Rural
Water and Wastewater loan and grant program that has funded 42 projects in Colorado serving
34,800 rural residents over the past eight years. Last year, 80% of the projects funded by these
programs in Colorado served communities of less than 1000 residents. Will you ensure that
USDA Rural Uulities Services are adequately funded and OppOSL ehmmatxon of pxog,x ams that
service our rural communities? It 1 am confirmed. T will work with the Administration and

Congress to ensure appropriate funding for the Rural Utiiities Service programs.
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Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny™ Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Patrick Leahv (D-VT)

Dairy and Access to Farm Labor

[

As we discussed at the hearing do you commit to utilizing every authority available to you as
Secretary and to the Department to support our nation’s struggling dairy farmers and shove up
a strong safety net for them? Yes.

If confirmed as Secretary of Agriculture, how will you direct the USDA to help Vermont dairy
farmers. Georgia produce growers, and others in the agriculture sector with their critical farm
workforce that is now being disrupted as a result of President Truimp’s executive order calling
for thm} to bc detained and dgponcd’ 1T 1 am confinmed, T will be a strong veice within the
Cabi suing H at ou ion poheies allow for t‘sc development of « legal and
rc‘x‘zhlc \\m’iimf“ ns. 1 understand that this is one of the most important
nunity and \'\'111 W m;\ with Co g, ss and the Administration to

feir wor kfax ce needs legally.

1ssues facing the farmi

develop and implement p

If confirmed as Secretary of Agriculture how will you direct the USDA to assist producers.
such as the Trump winery, facing lengthier delays for H-2A visa approvals for critical seasonal
workers, and potentially millions of dollars in lost crops that could result from the President’s
proposed 21% cut in funding for the U.S. Department of Labor? As | mentioned m ony
contirmation hearing. 1 will work closely with President Trunip, the Adminiswation and
Congress to ensure that the USDA has apprepriate funding to carry out its important missio

Rural Development

4.

h

The Administration has expressed its interest in creating an infrastructure package to give a
boost to the United States economy. What are your ideas about the role that USDA should
play in such an effort? Do you view investments in broadband, water and wastewater systems
as infrastructure s‘pending? Fhelieve that USDA and the Seeretory of Agriculiure should pE
a significantrole inthe d ment and implementation of an inf
mvestments im br nw%\x wd
{1 am confisy

ueture p“c::zw > and tha

¢ included i such a pa “km.
ned. bawill work with the President and the ,m;mm;\zv;-ae;«\ s to push for

ater and wastewater Sy stems should b

I 1
@
%

In the area of broadband, the needs of rural communities are clearly distinet from those of
urban ones. In 2015 the FCC determined that more than half of rural areas lack access to its
broadband benchmark speeds of 25 mbps. How should rural communities utilize broadband
to best advance their economies and what investments and incentives are needed to help these
efforts? What innovative approaches can communities take that the federal government can
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support to close this digital divide? As | stated in my confirmation hearing. [ beliove that
broadband access s n*»;u!;n ely exsential 1o rural communities. H T am confirmed. 1 look
forward to working the USDA staft] Congress, states and the private sector to develep and
innovative appmdcm:s to close the ’érgiml divide and ensure that rural communities are on a
fevel playing ficld when #t comes to broadband access.

Over the last four years Georgia dramatically increased its utilization of USDA’s Water and
Wastewater programs. My state too has put these funds to good use to build more systems and
relieve the tax burden of local property owners. In my view this program is complementary to
the EPA’s State Clean Water and Drinking Water Revolving Loan Funds, rather duplicative.
Could you explain your views on this program, how it assisted communitics in Georgia and
whether you believe mo be duphcatne of other fedcra progam%’ i m e not lﬂccn fully [‘n cd
on the USDA Water and W :

the sistes, EPA and local communities (o ensure .'sppw;m:nc fundin

¢ investment,

Hfras
The 521 Rental Assistance Program is a critical component of the Department of Agriculture,
as it provides an additional subsidy for tenants in Section 515 or 514/516 financed rental
housing with incomes too low to otherwise pay the subsidized rent. Last year, this program
helped nearly 300,000 low-income families nationwide in achieving safe, affordable housing
in our most rural communities. The cost of the Section 521 Rental Assistance program is
growing every year, as the number of program participants expands to serve more low-income
families. Iapplaud the USDA’s priority to increase funding for this program, however, | am
concerned about how we keep costs manageable as more households participate in the
program.

In recent years, recommendations have been made to the USDA to improve energy efficiency,
climinate duplicative administrative requirements, and refinance USDA mortgages at lower
interest rates to achieve greater program affordability. [ encourage the USDA to pursue these
ideas as a way to lower program costs, without negatively impacting vulnerable tenants.

As Secretary, will you commit to submitting a plan to the Senate Agriculture Committee within
the first 6 months of your tenure for how the USDA plans to reduce these costs, meanwhile
ensuring protections for the most at-risk families who rcccivc rental subsidies from the 521
Rental Assistance Program? Ei’ confirmed. | commit to review the 321 Pr
available opportunities to deliver benefits to at-risk families 1o a o

yaram, and assess
fent manner.

8

While dramatic improvements have been made in rural housing quality in recent decades,
deferred maintenance plagues much of the USDA-financed rental properties throughout the
United States.  The 2015 Comprehensive Property Assessment of the USDA Rural
Development Multi-Family Housing Portfolio made recommendations about how to preserve
this critical housing stock. The report found that over the next 20 years, the Rural Housing
Service” multifamily portfolio will have an estimated combined need for additional funding,
over the current funding levels, of $5.6 billion to cover basic capital improvements, such as
roofs, insulation, accessibility improvements, plumbing, and electrical and structural repairs to
USDA-financed rental propertics. In 2004, this number was $2.6 billion.
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The Section 515 Multifamily is an excellent tool in addressing this need, as it provides
necessary grants and loans to these rural properties. ensuring safe, affordable, accessible
housing for the low and very-lowest income families. This program has been reduced by
more than 50% in the last decade, meanwhile the House of Representatives has voted to
entirely eliminate the Section 513 program.

You have shared that you believe the Department of Agriculture should strengthen its rural
development programs. Do you believe that eliminating the 515 program is a step in the
right direction? Furthermore, if confirmed as Secretary of Agriculture how will you ensure
the safety, and quality of affordable rural housing that these families deserve? [ have not
b’ i fully brieted on the Section 313 program budget or the long-term projections for [ﬂ\.
o review

ess and the Administration to ensure

eds for the m Iy portiolio. It T am confirmed. 1lock forw
H'n\ program and will work with USDA saafll Co
ppropriate funding for these programs.

9. Today. Vermont and much of rural America is facing an ongoing opioid crisis that continues
to take lives at an alarming rate. More than 200,000 Americans struggle with substance abuse
addition to opioids and Vermont continues to see extended waiting lists of individuals seeking
treatment. According to a 2015 study in the American Journal of Public Health, 47 other states
in the United States have opioid dependence rates that exceed medication-assisted treatment
availability. Under the last Administration, the USDA committed up to $50 million in
Community Facilities funds for these types of facilities by the end of 2016, in addition to
supplemental funding through to the end of the Federal Fiscal Year 2016. To end this national
epidemic, we must continue to increase these investments to ensure all addicts, and all
communities have access to the treatment that they deserve.

What do you believe the role of the Department of Agriculture is in helping to combat this
national opioid cpidemic, and furthermore, how will you utilize and prioritize funding in
USDA programs, such as the Community Facilities Direct Loan and Grant Program, to treat
the ongoing epidemic that is plaguing rural America? What will be your commitment to
addlescmg this chal leny. and do you have thoughts on new approaches? I feel strongly that we
ave an obligation 1o he ‘Ii) mm‘mt mA national opiod e p;&“mm ! 'I am wnin;md I

3 . 3 nd the i H i

which can play a role in g cox

Nutrition

10. Included in the Healthy and Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010 was mandatory funding to USDA
to support the Farm to School grant program, which offers funding to schools and nonprofits
to create school-based programs that help children of all income levels have access to nutrition
cducation and farm-fresh food in their cafeterias. The program also benefits farmers and
producers while supporting rural economies. Vermont has been a leader in farm to school
programs recently reporting that 83 percent of school districts participate in the program. Your
home state of Georgia has also been involved in farm to school programs with a goal that 20
percent of all required school menu items be Georgia grown products by the year 2020. The
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last administration made great strides in its efforts to bolster farm to school activities including
local procurement, school gardens, and food and agriculture education.

How will you work to support Farm to School programs to ensure farmers can continue to
benefit economically from these programs and that children can continue to learn about the
benefits of local, fresh food? Although Iam a huge supporter of the Farm to School program.
I La\ not yet been fully briefed on the program budget. I} am confirmed. T will work with
35 and the Adminisiration to ensure appropriate funding for this Important program.

¥

. The school meal program has been critical in ensuring all children have access to meals

throughout the school day. We all know that a hungry child cannot learn. Proper nutrition is
vital to the health and well-being of children, particularly in their earliest years. The Healthy
and Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 set meal standards to be sure that meals children are getting
throughout the school day are balanced and nutritious. What role do you see health and
nutrition playing in the Administration’s efforts to improve education, job readiness, and the
workforce?  How will you work to ensure the meal standards put forward in the 2010 child
nutrition bill can be met by schools? The health and nutrition programs administered by USDA
play a remendous role in the Administration”s efforts to improve education and job readiness.
ol systems and state governments are critical parmers in

warams. [T am confimed. T will \\mi with

v believe that lecal scho

d implementing these ¢
stefl, Congress and both state md foea
meal standards and provide the most assistance

1 govermments to ensure that schools are able to
: i

. Due to the Community Eligibility Provision for school meals, a growing number of high

poverty schools can serve {ree breakfast and lunch to low-income students, while minimizing
the burdensome paperwork of the free and reduced application process.  Many schools in
Vermont are electing this option and in Georgia, well over a quarter million children benefit
from community hub;htv \N hat steps would you take to prote t and expand this successtul
provision? 11 am confirmed, T will work with Congress and the Adminisirat

appropriate funding for 1‘* 3 E«vz,:%ih and nutrition programs administered by USDAL

. Summer meals allow a continuous service of nutritious meals to children throughout the year.

According to USDA data, summer meals only reach 17 percent of the children who receive
free or reduced meals. Great strides have been underway to expand and support this program
to ensure our nation’s children have continued access to proper nutrition, but there is more
work to bL done. What ideas do you have to bolstu access to summer meals? 1 understand

B
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share on this topic and Took forward to working with the

y the summer children have access to nutritious

mittee has ideas

Committee to ensure that meals.

. The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) helps

necarly 8 million women, infants, and children up to age 5 have access to healthy foods.
breastfeeding support, putrition and education and healtheare referrals.  The program has
proven results in improving health outcomes for women and children and pregnant women
who participate in WIC give birth to healthier babies. WIC has enjoyed bipartisan support to
cnsure the program has adequate funding to meet the demand. Will you work with Congress
to ensure WIC continues to receive full funding without budget cuts? I/ anmy contirmed, Twill
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the Administration © ensure appropriate funding for the WIC

Conservation

15. As was discussed during your confirmation hearing, surface water runoff from farms is among
the most significant causes of water pollution in many parts of the United States and Vermont
is not spared. Our treasured Lake Champlain is impaired by nutrients and some studies show
that 40% of the problem can be traced to cropland and pastures. We are making great progress
and are working together to address the problem. One of our most important tools is USDA
financial assistance to farmers through the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP).
Secretary Vilsack visited Vermont at my invitation in 2014 and, on the shores of Lake
Champlain, be committed that at least $45 million in EQIP funds would be available in
Vermont’s Lake Champlain Basin through the 5 year life of the 2014 Farm Bill. Thus far that
commitment is being fulfilled and our excellent USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service
team in Vermont has done great work delivering their programs. While this is a water quality
suceess story that the USDA should be very proud of, the job is far from done.

If confirmed. will you visit Vermont with me to sce first-hand the excellent work that the
USDA is doing to deliver conservation programs and help farmers protect water quality? And
can you assure me that under your guidance the USDA will continue to fulfill the balance of
its commitment to make available at least $43 million in base EQIP funding for Lake
Champlain efforts for the life of the 2014 Farm Bill?  [f' { am confirmed, | will work with
Congress and the \Liv‘.‘msmmm T ensure appr upwm SQIP funding tor the Lake Champlain
basin. T alsa look fo g V niwith you.

ward to vi

16.

<

Upon further study of your financial disclosure documents [ learned that one of your
businesses, the Soque River Conservation LLC, was involved in working with North Georgia
Turf on a wetland mitigation bank, selling wetlands credits. Can you tell me more about that
project and did it utilize any federal, state, or local programs or expertise? Do you have any
thoughts on how we can incentivize the permanem protection of more wetlands and support
the restoration of wetlands? Thank vou for your question. The North Georgia Turf had been
feasing the land where the mitigation bank is Eouuux to grow sod for many
many yoars | o our involvement, the fand had b
production. 1 dered on one side by a nationally rece
Soque River. The owner was considering dividing up the land for small .
based on the pepularity \)E ihc st stream, t McWhorter, owner of f\\rTut and |
ation wetland casement would be the only way to compete

] \.1\ o O\lxh-“

A

:
decided that a protected N

with the de : <>Hhc property. So. we bought the tand at development prices,
clop Ih ¢ mitig

and began
mvolved as reguiat
to develop aplan whic

up, as well as hirin

wion bank. Federal and state agencies were o
responsible for hiring environmental consuliants
soils which had been covered

wetlands on the hvdrologi
ement the plan.

ézb, as well as the
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Division. | must attest o the fact that the s gmﬁcum burcaucratic hurdles and changing of
the rules. with cach change of personnel. has made this effort extremely difficalt and not as
alrruistically rewarding as 1t could have b cen. | think more people would participate i the
restoration of wetlands. 1f there were clear and consistent rules and policies to be followed,
which were not open to differing inte i s on who was in charge. Al
VOU UMBZIG, FeCivIng approve sies, along with state agencies,
delays the projects by a multiple facte ' at 3t we want to attract more
imvestment in the € protect on of w %:uhis we will need to drastically streamline the regulatory
process from where it stands (m‘m

S0, as

@

. Do you accept the scientific consensus that the climate is changing because of human-made

greenhouse gas pollution, predominantly the burning of fossil fuels? And if so, do you feel you
will be in a position to help mitigate this threat, should you be confirmed in order to help
address the threats to the productivity and stability of America’s farms, ranches, forests, and
in turn our national security? Although 1tis clear that the climate has been changing. and that
ciunwu i the climate will likely have impacts on the Chesapeake Bay, the extent that human

tivitics play a role in those changes is still the subiect of sig ant debate within the
.\L‘Iuh.i i um‘munn\ That bemng said. [ do't cii"\‘t that it is vital bx" 1e farming community
to reduce it 7}mux on the envirenment and, i1 [ am confirmed, will work with USDA
programs, the Admin ion, Congr the bmics and the farmmg commumty to address
these impacts in a thoughtful and coos

ated way.

Forestry

18

. Last year Georgia was honored with the top ranked Forest Legacy project in the country. This

is a program that I helped to create as part of the 1990 Farm Bill to conserve working
forestlands across the country. Georgia’s Altamaha River-Sansavilla Conservation Project is a
great example of the work that Forest Legacy can do if it receives sufficient funding. Georgia
is requesting $5,000,000 in federal funds to permanently protect 19.500 acres of well stocked
longleat and loblolly pine working forests to buffer to the U.S. Marine Corps Townsend
Bombing Range and protect gopher tortoise habitat, a candidate species which, if listed, could
stitle the regions forest economy. If federal funding is cut off for this progrant and for other
Forest Service and Interior Department acquisitions, we will miss out on important
conservation projects like this. If the administration’s budget advances as originally proposed,
viable and important projects like this would not receive much needed funding. If confirmed
as Secretary of Agriculture, how would you ensure that the Department of Agriculture and the
Forest Service continue to work to permanently protect our threatened, important, and strategic
working private forestlands? If | am confirmed, I will work with the Administraton and
Ce s 10 ensure appropriate funding for these important Forest Service programs,

. How do you feel about federal land acquisitions for the Forest Service using the Land and
Water Conservation Fund?

dre fand u(i: o the Land and Water
i FLWCF funding, T have
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notbeen fully briefed on this ssuc. I am confirmed. I will undenake a review of the Service's

use of LCFS.

20. Invasive species are a significant threat in the east, some experts view them as our “wildfire”

threat. Ranging from emerald ash borer that has ravaged Michigan to the Asian long-horned
beetle that [ fear is at Vermont's doorstep, to countless other dangerous hitchhikers arriving on
wood pallets, in shipments of produce, and nursery stock. The ecological and economic
destruction causes by these pests is growing rapidly, just as budgets for research and action on
the ground by the Forest Service and Animal Health Inspection Service have been falling. If
confirmed as Secretary, how will you work to provide solutions to this mounting problem and
prevent new waves of mvasions? [’ am confirmed. I will work with the experts at the Forest

ed to the Forest Service's National
Framework for Imasive Species Management. § will also work with Congress and the
cam funding to address nvasive species.

Service w determine whether any changes are needec

Administration 1o ensure appropriste pi

International Development and Trade

21.

We have seen time and time again that when parents have hope for a better future for their
children, they furn away from extremists. When children have the chance to go to school and
stay in school, and when hunger no longer impedes their ability to learn, then they can be on
the path that leads to greater economic opportunity. The USDA’s Foreign Agricultural
Service's work is an important part of achieving many of our foreign policy goals and
communicates our country’s compassion to those around the world. Together with our State
Department programs, USDA is playing an important role for the United States to triumph
over poverty and terror. Do you agree that reducing hunger and improving literacy and primary
education, especially for girls by providing school meals, teacher training and related support,
can boost school enrollment, academic performance. and lead to hope and economic
opportunities that are ameong our most powerful weapons in the fight against terrorism? As |
mentioned during my confirmation hearing, | agree that foreign aid - including the hmportan

o
work by the USDA Foreign Agricult ool in the United States” foreign
poli

{

I Service — is a critical

. The President has described NAFTA as “the worst trade deal maybe ever signed anywhere”

and threaten unilateral across the board taxes on imported goods from Mexico. However, for
our nation’s dairy farmers, Mexico 1s our largest dairy export market. Last year alone dairy
exports to Mexico totaled $1.2 billion, a figure that has been rising steadily over the last decade.
Can you assure me that you understand the importance of this trading relationship to our
nation’s hardworking dairy farmers? And are you committed to protecting this important
export market for our farmers? Can you assure me that as the administration looks to
“modernize” NAFTA that you will ensure that those discussions do not disrupt our vital
agricultural trade with Mexico? Yo rmation b
trade 1s absolutely eritical for our raral economy W AN agg

m

et aceess within ration if Tam contirmed.
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Miscellaneous

23.

(257
n

Our farmers deserve a fair shake and the chance to make a decent living. Our farmers and
ranchers should be able to have fair contracts and protection from deceptive and unfair
practices by large-scale corporate packers and processers. Far too often we hear storics about
how our farmers are fucing David vs. Goliath situations. These range from dairy farmers
fighting processors conspiring to drive down milk prices or stifling competition, to poultry
processors who appear to be trying to avoid paying individual poultry contract growers what
they are due all in the name of a “tournament system” where the company always seems to
win. While you were Governor, what steps did you take to ensure fairness in the market place
for your Georgia poultry farmers, many of which are contract growers? And do you believe
that the federal government has a role to play in protecting farmers from retaliation, and
ensuring that farmers can understand and discuss their contracts, which should be fair and
transparent? Following the 2004 Session of the Georgin General Assembly, | signed into faw
several protections for contract poultry farmers. The statute may be found in Section 22-1
through 4 of Title 2, Otfficial Code of Georgla Annotated. In short, the law provides the
following protections for contract poultry farmers:

e (rowers may void a production contract if the contract cannot be reviewed outside
the business premise of the poultry company by independent counsel with a three dav
review period.

e« Growers may request and poultry companies must provide any statistical data used o
determine compensation paid to such grower with exception to trade seeret
information.

@ Any contract grower has the right to be present at the weig

such grower or producer, be present at the weighing of

infegrator or processor, and observe the weights and mes

COET}PL‘E'ISLH}’OH due such LIOWer or Pi"\}'tlzﬁii‘f:l' under I8

ing of poultry produced
feed delivered by the
sures used to determine
ction contract,

this faw under Georgia “Fair

4

.
I believe this was balanced legislation and shows my commitment to these 1ssues.

. As I mentioned at the hearing, I wrote the first Organic Farm Bill when I was Chairman of the

Senate Agriculture Commniittee in 1990, At the time | was hearing from Vermont farmers who
were desperate for a level playing field and national standards. Thanks to decades ot hard work,
today organic agriculture is an industry with strong and consistent growth, having reached
$43.3 billion in sales in 2015, If confirmed as Secretary, how would you support the viability
and continued growth in this sector, which has increasing consumer demand and the need for
strong standards to maintain the credibility of the USDA organic seal, particularly as we face
reports of fraudulent organic imports? As [ mentoned during my conflinmation hearing

¢ > indicated through therr purchasing habits a strong interest in org

it work with the Ia s community and Cos

155

continued growth in the sector.

. While you were Governor of Georgia, the King Nut national salmonella outbreak spurred

Congress to enact the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA). the most sweeping update of
our food-safety system in 75 years. The FSMA regulations are now subjecting produce farmers
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to first-time requirements. USDA administers training and techuical assistance programs, such
as the Food Safety Outreach Program, to help farmers comply. What do you see as USDA's
role in supporting farmers as FSMA is implemented? Will this administration and the FY 1§
budget proposal recommend that this is another area for the private sector alone to take the

lead? While I behiove that there is a role for the federal government to play in working with
farmers on training and rechnical sssistance w comply with FSMA requirements, | have not
been fullv brieted on the Department’s outreach programs. I Tam confirmed. Twill wark with

USDA watt and the

important education and outreach required by FSMA.

Administration to ensure appropriate program funding 10 carry out the
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Senate Committee en Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
To consider the nomination of George “Sonny™ Perdue
to be Secretary of Agriculture
March 23, 2017
Questions for the Record

Senator Chris Van Hollen

In the 2008 Farm Bill, Congress created the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Imitiative, which
prioritized resources to effectively use tax dollars and deliver significant outcomes. In the 2014
Farm Bill, Congress folded that program into the Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP) to scale up more voluntary conservation that curbs risks and builds resilience for
stronger production. Do you believe USDA should take additional steps to build better
partnerships that can deliver more large scale conservation in arcas of national priority like the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed? As I mentioned in my confirmation hearing. 1 belicve the
and it will be essential for USDA to work with state
Hps on congervation.

Chesapeake Bay s @ national priority

focal govermments, as well as land owners to build working partne

When RCPP was enacted, resources were spread across the country and investments in the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed decreased significantly. Given the unique nature of the watershed.
will you work to increase resources and prioritize their delivery to projects that will result in
significant nutrient reduction and water quality improvement in line with the goals set by states
and farmers? If T am confirmed, I will work with vou and Congress, as well as the
Admisistration and the States to dedicate approprivte resourcees to nutrient reduction and water

quality improvements.

In the 2014 Farm Bill, we reduced mandatory funding levels for conservation programs to meet
budget objectives. In addition to RCPP, Maryland relies on programs like the Environmental
Quality Incentive Program and the Conservation Reserve Program to achieve conservation
objectives. Do you guppmt mammlmng conservation program funding at the levels set in the

i thar with these programs, T have not been fully bricfed o
tives set forth x..zd “the 2014 Farm Bill, Hf {am conflirmed,
DAL the Admi ation and Congress 1 suppaort

The Rural Utilities Service (RUS) is a key Federal agency in delivering utility systems,
including broadband services through its Broadband Initiatives ng,ram (BIP), to rural
communitics. Since 2009, RUS has awarded $6.7 billion for nearly 550 projects to improve

telecommunications infrastructure in rural communities - including broadband delivery. This
include “last-mile” projects which are providing households, businesses and other end users
with broadband service. How will you address the ong,oinw need for broadband connectivity,
including “last-mile” projects, in rural communities? As T mendoned during my confirmation
Iam a strong sup voof the Rural Utilites Service and its mission. 11 T am

je activities of the service and

v

heart

confirmed. | look §
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supporting its work to improve breadband and telecommunications infrastructure in rural
communites,

Aquaculwre and farmed shellfish is a growing industry on the East Coast. What can the USDA
do to improve marketing opportunitics for U.S. aquaculture products? Are there additional
legislated authorities that are necessary for USDA assistance? Although | am aware that the
i§ ns which focus on aguaculture. 1 have net been bricted on
ariculture Marketing Service acuvities for US, aquacult

: ture products. if contirmed. 1 look
forward to working with vou and the Commitiee to determine what. if any, legislative
authorities the Deparunent may need w improve tng opportunities for the mdustry,

How can the USDA assist to improve shellfish aquaculture science, particularly increasing
resilience to climate change, ocean acidification, and harmful algal blooms? Although I am
aware that the USDA rams which focus on agquaculiure, have not been briefed
on the aguacuiture rese or aguacul m:c monitoring and surveiilance program
l»n\! Fook forward to working with
ifish aquaculture science

several prog

activities current!
the experts at the qu*%mcm w0 Lmhhm unp:x,mnmz

What steps can USDA take to improve water quality in coastal states to assist in shellfish
breeding and production? As I mentioned in my confirmation hearing. 1 am committed w
working with vou and the Commitice to working w as well as
ners 1o develop better partmerships and help fa heds such

i state and local governmen
tate improvements in wat
Chesapeake Bay, whic Ath USDA s aquaculture research program. s essential
ing and production

Do you accept the science that human-caused climate change will have serious impacts on the
Chesapeake Bay, including increased coastal flooding and crosion; increased saltwater in
marshes and wetlands that could lead to loss of habitat: warmer water that threatens eelgrass
and the fish. crabs. and waterfowl that depend on it; more extreme w xathcr that would damage
crops and i increase ﬂoodmw and altered wildlife migration? Although it is clear that the climate
has been char changes %n the climate will likely have impacts on the Chesapeake
ivities play a role in those changes is still the subject of
chate within the scientific community. That being said, 1 do believe thar the
! nity hias and can continue w reduce 18 impacis on the environment and, i1 am
contirmed, will work with USDIA programs, the Admbustration, Congress. the States and the
farming community to address thes s in 4 thoughtful and coordinated way.

ificant de

Do you accept the science of ocean acidification that has directly connected the increase in
human-caused carbon dioxide emissions with decreases in ocean pH? Science has indicated
that increased levels of a herie carbon diexide have caused ocean acidification. As have
mentioned previoushv, | bcnc\: that the farming conmmunity has and can continue 1 reduce ity
impacts on the environmer i T am con i \wri; with USDA programs. the
Administration, Congress, the States and the farming community to address these impacis in @

thoughtful and coordinated was
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. Do you believe that climate change is connected to the increase in destructive wildfire seasons?

Science indicates that chimate chan
of ha

> may be a factor 1 forest fires. along with the presence

an activity in forests,

ardous fuel and mereased hum

. Would you support climate-smart agricultural policies and practices that conserve water and

improve soil guality to make our food systems more restlient? Yes.

. Do you believe that the U.S. Forest Service should work to maintain healthy forests to

sequester carbon and offset greenhouse gas emissions? Certainly Fagree that the Forest Service
should work to maintain healthy &

forests.

. The Agricultural Research Service (ARS) has a large footprint in MD. Maryland receives 12%

of the ARS budget and has 12% of ARS employees. Beltsville hosts the single largest ARS
facility in the country. According to a 2011 report entitled “The Economic Return to U.S.
Public Agricultural Research™, for every dollar invested in agricultural research results in
seventeen dollars’ worth of economic tmpact. Currently, ARS is suffering from over $373
million in deferred maintenance throughout the agency. ARS plays a critical role in the search
for solutions to or mitigations of a variety of discases and invasive species that threaten U.S.
agriculture including avian influenza, citrus greening, and wheat scab. As Agriculture
Secretary, how will you address this high level of deferred maintenance which 1 believe is
restricting the effectiveness and productiveness of ARS? 111 am contirmed, 1 will work with
vou, Congress and the Administration {o ensure appropriate tunding for ARS.

. Are you committed to maintaining the scientific independence of research throughout the

USDA, including their ability to use the best-available science to assess climate impacts and
protect pollinators? Yes,

. Are there particular strategies that you would pursue to ensure that small- and medium-sized

farms have access to the risk management tools and other USDA services that allow them to
remain viable and secure? | have not been fully briefed on these programs. but am fully
ommitted to ensuring that small and mid s have full access w all of the USDA
rograms in order to ensure that they remair sure 1§ ani contirmed,

. The USDA is a participant in the National Science and Technology Council’s Subcommittee

on Ocean Science and Technology. In 2016, the Subcommittee put forward several
recommendations fo address harmful algal blooms and hypoxia, including:

e  “Add to and improve scientific understanding of HABs and hypoxia, and their causes
and effects, as well as improve testing and research methods™

e “Strengthen and integrate new and existing monitoring programs”

¢ “Improve predictive capabilities by developing and enhancing HAB and hypoxia
modeling programs; improve disease surveillance for human and animal exposure,
illnesses, and death”

e “Improve stakeholder communications, including having more effective and readily-
available public advisories, stronger connections with susceptible communities, and a
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better understanding of the socioeconomic and health-related impacts of HABs and

hypoxia”
e “Continuc and expand collaborations in research. management, and policy-related
arenas”

Do you agree with these recommendations? How do you believe USDA can use its expertisc and

20.

resources to address harmful algal blooms? 1 have not been fully briefed on the National
Science and Technology Council’s Subcemmittee on Ocean Science and Technology or its
2016 recommendations. If' T am contirmed, Twill be work with USDA staft to determine an

approprizte response to algal blooms,

. Are you committed to strong nutrition standards for food in schools? Yes.

. The Farm to School Grant Program provides an avenue for local farmers to provide fresh foods

to schools. The program is currently funded at $9.1 million — would you maintain that funding
level? [ have not been fully briefed ou the budget for the Farm to School Grant Program but ]
support the program which has been successful m Georgia and other states. It ] am confirmed.
Iowill work with the Admimi and Congress 10 ensure appropriate funding for the
program.

. As you know, the Horse Protection Act (HPA) prohibits sored horses from participating in

shows, cxhibitions, sales or auctions and prohibits the transportation of sored horses to or from
any of these events. Before leaving office, the Obama Administration proposed an important
rule to update HPA regulations to finally end horse soring. The rule had overwhelming,
bipartisan Congressional support from 42 Senators and 182 Representatives who sent letters
to USDA, along with more than 100,000 public comments submitted in support. Because of a
backlog at the Federal Register, the final rule was never published — if confirmed. will you
ensure that this HPA rule is promptly published? I have not been fully briefed on the proposal
1o update HPA regulations on horse soring, I Fam confirmed. T will work with USDA saft
and Congress to evaluate the proposec ulations and make a determination reg (v

te
publication of final regulations in a tmely manner.

Earlier this year, USDA’s Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service {APHIS), abruptly
removed from its website thousands of pages of scarchable inspection reports, annual reports,
and other documents regarding enforcement of the Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection
Act citing privacy and other laws. Removal of these documents have left the Humane Society
and other animal welfare advocates with the FOIA process. a costly and time consuming
procedure where responses can sometimes take months or years to obtain information, as their
primary access to this information. Public access to this animal care data helps guide consumer
decision-making and plays an important role in deterring regulated entities from violating the
law. As Secretary of Agriculture, will you promote transparency by restoring these records and
resuming posting this important information on a searchable database? As mentioned durin
my confirmation hearing, | believe swongly in the fmportance of data and science in policy
g 1 am i

belie
cd, Fwill work every day to ensure that the Department conduets all

THomanner.
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21. Are you committed to continuing the implementation of the Acreage Crop Reporting

[
[

Streamlining Initiative between the Farm Service Agency, the Risk Management Agency, and
Approved Insurance Providers to better share information and eliminate duplicative reporting
requirements? As T mentioned dwring my confirmation hearing, T believe strongly in the
importance of data and science in policy making. 11 am confirmed, T will work every day o
ensure that the Department conducts all of 1ts activities in a transparent manner.

. Will you take steps to implement the goals of the Pollinator Partnership Action Plan as

recommended by the White House Pollinator Health Task Force? [ have not been fully briefed
on the Pollinator Partnership Action Plan. II'T am confirmed, T will work with the USDA statl’
w review this plan and wke approprigte actions o promote the health of bees and other
pothinators.
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