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To amend the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 to provide for voluntary
country of origin labeling for beef, pork, and chicken.

IN THE SEI{ATE OF THE I]}{ITED STATES

Mr. HonvpN (for himself, Ms. St¡¡nNow, Ms. HErrxAltr, Mr. Gnlssr,nv,
Ms. Kr,oeucnan, Mr. TuuNE, Mr. Bnovrx, and Mr. ENzr) introduced

the following bill; which lvas read twice and referred to the Committee
on

A BILL
To amend the Agricultural Marketing Act of 7946 to provide

for voluntary country of origin labeling for beef, pork,

and chicken.

I Be 'it ena,cted, by the Senate and House of Bepresenta-

2 t'iues of the Un'ited States of America in Congress assernbl'ed,

3 sncrroN r. sHoRT TrrLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the "Voluntary Country of

5 Origin Labeling (COOL) and Trade Enhancement Act of

6 2015".
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1 snc. 2. couNTRy oF oRrcrN LABELING REQITTREMEI{TS

2 FoR BEEF, PORrç AND cHrcrGN.

3 (a) DnnrNrrrolls.-Section 281 of the Ägricultural

4 Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1638) is amended-

5 (1) by striking paragraphs (1) and (7);

6 (2) by redesignating paragraphs (2), (3), (4),

7 (5), (6), (8), and (9) as paragraphs (1), (2), (3),

I (4), (5), (6), and (7), respectively; and

(3) in paragraph (1)(A) (as redesignated by

paragraph (2))-
(A) by striking clause (i) and inserting the

following:

"(i) muscle cuts of lamb and veni-

Son;tt;

(B) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the

following:

"(ii) ground lamb and ground veni-

Son;";

(C) in clause (vi), by striking "and" at the

end;

(D) by striking clause (viii); and

(E) by redesignating clauses (ix), (x), and

(xi) as clauses (viii), (ix), and (x), respectively.

(b) Noucn oF CouNrnv oF ORrcrN.-Section 282

25 of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 II.S.C

26 1638a) is amended-
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(1) in subsection (a)-
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking "sub-

section (b)" and inserting "subsections (b) and

(c)"; and

(B) in paragraph (2)-
(i) in the paragraph heading, b¡' strik-

ing ttBEEtr., r,AMB, poRK, cHrcr{ENT,"; and

inserting "t aMB,";

(ii) in subparagraphs (A) through

(D), by striking "beef, lamb, pork, chick-

0r," each place it appears and inserting

ttlamb,tt; and

(iii) in subparagraph (E)-
(I) in the subparagraph heading,

by striking "GnouNl BEEF, PoRK,

LAMB, CHICI{EN," and inserting

ttGnouNo LAMB,tt; and

(II) by striking "ground beef,

ground pork, ground lamb, ground

chicken," each place it appears and

inserting "ground lamb,";

(2) by redesignating subsections (c) through (f)

as subsections (d) through (g), respectively;

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-

lowing:
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1 "(c) Vor-.,uxrARY DnsrcNauoN oF Couxrnv on On-

2 rcn{ FoR Bnnn, Ponr, ¡.xn Cnrcr{ÐN.-

3 "(1) DnnrxrrroN oF pecr<nn.-In this sub-

4 section, the term 'packer' has the meaning given the

5 term in section 201 of the Packers and Stocþards

6 Act, 1921 (7 U.S.C. 191)).

7 "(2) Vol,uNt¡nv DESrcNATroN.-As deter-

8 mined by the Secretary, a packer of beef, pork, or

9 chicken may voluntarily designate any raw single-in-

10 gredient beef, pork, or chicken intended for retail

11 sale as exclusively having a llnited States country of

12 origin only if the beef, pork, or chicken meets the re-

73 quirements of clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of subsection

14 (a) (2) (A).

15 "(3) ENnoRCEMENT:.-The Secretary shall en-

16 sure compliance with paragraph (2) in the same

17 manner as the Secretary ensures compliance with

18 subsection (a)(2)(A).

79 "(4) Slr,rNGS clausn.-

20 "(A) IN GEt{ERAL.-Except as provided in

2l subparagraph (B), nothing in this paragraph

22 affects any other Federal marketing or regu-

23 latory program or similar State initiative.

24 "(B) IJxnnn STATES couNTRY oF oRr-

25 GrN.-l{o Federal agency, State, or political es-
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tablishment of a State may establish or enforce

a statute or administrative action that provides

for the labeling of any beef, pork, or chicken in-

tended for retail sale as exclusively having a

Ilnited States country of origin in a manner

that is less stringent than, or otherwise incon-

sistent with, the requirements of paragraph (2)

and subsection (a)(2)(A)."; and

(4) in paragraph (2) of subsection (g) (as re-

designated by paragraph (2))-
(A) by striking subparagraphs (B) and

(C); and

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (D)

and (E) as subparagraphs (B) anil (C), respec-

tively.


