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BUSI NESS MEETI NG

Monday, Novenber 3, 2025

U S. Senate
Commttee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

Washi ngton, D.C.

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 6:03 p.m, in
Room S-216, President's Room Hon. John Boozman, Chairnman of
the Comm ttee, presiding.

Present: Senators Boozman [presiding], MConnell
Hoeven, Ernst, Hyde-Smth, Marshall, Tuberville, Justice,

G assl ey, Thune, Fischer, Moran, Klobuchar, Bennet, and

Smth.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF SENATOR BOOZMVAN

Chai rman Boozman. | call this business neeting of the
Senate Commttee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry to
order.

The purpose of this neeting is to consider the
nom nations of Dr. M ndy Brashears, of Texas, to serve as
the Under Secretary of Food Safety for the Departnent of
Agriculture; Representative Yvette Herrell, of New Mexico,
to serve as the Assistant Secretary for Congressiona
Rel ati ons and I ntergovernnmental Affairs for the Departnent
of Agriculture; and M. John Walk, of Virginia, to be
| nspect or General of the Departnent of Agriculture.

Additionally, today we will consider H R 4550, the
United States Grain Standards Reaut horization Act of 2025.

Regar di ng t he nom nees bei ng consi dered today, |
support these three individuals, and believe their
gualifications and experience in |law, academ a, the private
sector, and in Federal Governnent nmake themwel| suited for
t hese inportant roles at USDA

I now recogni ze the distingui shed Senator from
M nnesot a, Senator Kl obuchar, for any comments she woul d

li ke to nmake.
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STATEMENT OF SENATOR KLOBUCHAR

Senat or Kl obuchar. Well, thank you, M. Chair. M
vote and a nunber of our nenbers reflect the tinme that we
are in at this nonent. Wile the nom nees, Dr. Brashears
has a career in public service, Representative Herrell, of
course, does, and M. Wal k have several good qualifications
for these jobs, our concern is nmuch deeper than that. The
nom nees testified, but we still have not gotten the
bi parti san briefings that we have asked for during the
shutdown, in contrast to what we have seen in previous
shut downs.

Most inportantly, while the courts have had to order
the Adm nistration to provide food assistance, and they have
now said they will do because of the court order, $5
billion, they are refusing to do what the court said they
could do, which is sinply transfer funds to nmake this work.

And so, because of this, and honestly, unrelated to
sone of these nom nees, | amvoting no on these nom nees.

Chai rman Boozman. The Committee will proceed to
consider H R 4550, the United States G ain Standards
Reaut hori zati on Act of 2025. | offer a bipartisan amendnent
In the nature of a substitute to H R 4550, which has been
di stributed, and ask for unani nous consent that the
anendnent be adopted and considered as original text for the

pur pose of anendnent..
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Wt hout objection, so ordered.
Are there any Senators who wi sh to debate or offer

anendnments to debate on this bill?

Senator Kl obuchar. | just want to say that we continue
to support this bipartisan legislation. It is very
| mportant.

Senat or Booznman. Seeing no others, and noting that a
reporting quorumis present, | nove that H R 4550, as
anended, be reported. The Clerk will call the roll.

The derk. Senator Kl obuchar?

Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Bennet?

Senat or Bennet. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Smth?

Senator Smth. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Durbin?

Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.

The O erk. Senator Booker?

Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Lujan?

Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.

The O erk. Senator Warnock?

Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.

The Cerk. Senator Wl ch?

Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.
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Senat or

Senat or

The Cerk. Senator Fetterman?

Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Schiff?

Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Slotkin?

Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.

The C erk. Senator MConnel | ?
Senator McConnell. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Hoeven?
Senat or Hoeven. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Ernst?
Senator Ernst. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Hyde-Smth?
Senat or Hyde-Smith. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Marshall?
Senator Marshall. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Tuberville?
Senator Tuberville. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Justice?
Senat or Justice. Aye.

The Clerk. Senator G assley?
Senator Grassley. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Thune?
Senat or Thune. Aye.

The d erk. Senat or Fi scher?
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Senator Fischer. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Moran?

Senat or Moran. Aye.

The O erk. Chairman Boozman?

Chai rman Boozman. Aye.

The Clerk. The ayes are 23, the nays are O.

Chai rman Boozman. On this vote the yeas are 23 and the
nays are 0. H R 4550, as anended, is reported favorably.

Let's proceed with the nomnations. W wll start with
Dr. M ndy Brashears, of Texas, to serve as the Under
Secretary of Food Safety for the Departnent of Agriculture.
The Cerk wll call the roll.

The O erk. Senator Kl obuchar?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No.

The Cerk. Senator Bennet?

Senator Bennet. No.

The Cerk. Senator Smth?

Senator Smth. No.

The Cerk. Senator Durbin?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The O erk. Senator Booker?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Lujan?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The C erk. Senator \Warnock?
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Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Wl ch?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The derk. Senator Fetternman?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The Clerk. Senator Schiff?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Slotkin?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The derk. Senator MConnell?
Senat or McConnel | . Aye.

The C erk. Senator Hoeven?
Senat or Hoeven. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Ernst?
Senator Ernst. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Hyde-Smth?
Senator Hyde-Smith. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Mrshall?
Senator Marshall. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Tuberville?
Senator Tuberville. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Justice?
Senat or Justice. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator G assley?

Senator Gassley. Aye.
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The O erk. Senator Thune?

Senat or Thune. Aye.

The Clerk. Senator Fischer?

Senat or Fi scher. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Mran?

Senat or Moran. Aye.

The C erk. Chairman Boozman?

Chai rman Boozman. Aye.

The Clerk. The ayes are 12, the nays are 11.

Chai rman Boozman. The ayes are 12 and the nays are 11.
The nom nation is approved.

W will now proceed to considering the nom nation of
Yvette Herrell, of New Mexico, to serve as the Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations and |ntergovernnent al
Affairs for the Departnment of Agriculture. The Cerk wll
call the roll.

The O erk. Senator Kl obuchar?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No.

The O erk. Senator Bennet?

Senator Bennet. No.

The Cerk. Senator Smth?

Senator Smth. No.

The C erk. Senator Durbin?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The d erk. Senat or Booker ?
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Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Lujan?

Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.

The O erk. Senator Warnock?
Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.
The Cerk. Senator Welch?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.
The C erk. Senator Fetterman?
Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.
The Cerk. Senator Schiff?
Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.
The A erk. Senator Slotkin?
Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.
The O erk. Senator MConnell?
Senator McConnel|l. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Hoeven?
Senat or Hoeven. Aye.

The G erk. Senator Ernst?
Senator Ernst. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Hyde-Smth?
Senator Hyde-Smith. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Marshall?
Senat or Marshall. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Tuberville?

Senator Tuberville. Aye.
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The Cerk. Senator Justice?
Senat or Justice. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator G assley?
Senator Grassley. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Thune?
Senat or Thune. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Fischer?
Senator Fischer. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Moran?
Senat or Moran. Aye.

The C erk. Chairman Boozman?

Chai rman Boozman. Aye.

10

The Cerk. The ayes are 13, the nays are 10.

Chai rman Boozman. The ayes are 13 and the nays are 10.

The nom nation is approved.

W will now proceed to considering the nom nation of

The O erk. Senator Kl obuchar?
Senat or Kl obuchar. No.

The O erk. Senator Bennet?
Senat or Bennet. No.

The Cerk. Senator Smth?
Senator Smth. No.

The C erk. Senator Durbin?
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Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The d erk. Senator Booker?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Lujan?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Warnock?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The Clerk. Senator Wl ch?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The Cerk. Senator Fetterman?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Schiff?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Slotkin?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.

The A erk. Senator MConnell?
Senator McConnell. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Hoeven?
Senat or Hoeven. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Ernst?
Senator Ernst. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Hyde-Smth?
Senat or Hyde-Smith. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Marshall?

Senator Marshall. Aye.
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The O erk. Senator Tuberville?
Senat or Tuberville. Aye.

The Clerk. Senator Justice?
Senat or Justice. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator G assley?
Senator Grassley. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Thune?
Senat or Thune. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Fischer?
Senator Fischer. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Moran?
Senat or Moran. Aye.

The C erk. Chairman Boozman?

Chai rman Boozman. Aye.

12

The Clerk. The ayes are 12, the nays are 11.

Chai rman Boozman. The ayes are 12 and the nays are 11.

The nom nation is approved.
Thank you all for your patience today,

t he busi ness neeting is now adj ourned.

and with that

[ Wher eupon, at 6:11 p.m, the Commttee was adjourned. ]
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