Stenographic Transcript
Before the

COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

UNITED STATES SENATE

BUSINESS MEETING

MONDAY, JULY 28, 2025

Washington, D.C.

ALDERSON COURT REPORTING
1029 VERMONT AVE, NW
10TH FLOOR
WASHINGTON, DC 20005
(202) 289-2260
www.aldersonreporting.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BUSI NESS MEETI NG

Monday, July 28, 2025

U S. Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 6:01 p.m, in
Room S- 216, President's Room Hon. John Boozman, Chairnman of
the Comm ttee, presiding.

Present: Senators Boozman [presiding], MConnell
Hoeven, Ernst, Hyde-Sm th, Marshall, Tuberville, Justice,

G assl ey, Thune, Fischer, Moran, Kl obuchar, Bennet, Smth,

Dur bi n, Warnock, and Sl ot ki n.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF SENATOR BOOZMVAN

Chai rman Boozman. | call this business neeting of the
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry to
or der.

The purpose of this neeting is to consider the
nom nations M. M chael Boren to serve as Under Secretary of
Agriculture for Natural Resources and Environnent, and M.
Ri chard Fordyce to be Under Secretary of Agriculture for
Farm Producti on and Conservati on.

| support both of these individuals. | believe M.
Boren's | eadershi p and background will ensure the Forest
Service is efficient and effective in its mssion, and |
bel i eve M. Fordyce' s prior experience as the Mssouri State
Director of Agriculture and FSA Adm nistrator will serve him
wel |l as he | eads the FPAC m ssion area.

I now recogni ze the Senator from M nnesota, Senator

Kl obuchar, for any comments she would |ike to nake.
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STATEMENT OF SENATOR KLOBUCHAR

Senat or Kl obuchar. Thank you, Mster Chair. | am
deeply concerned, of course, about the news this week about
this reorganization plan. | think it was chaotic and
shortsi ghted, and suddenly we find out half the staff at the
USDA is going to be flung into five different states,

I ncl udi ng people fromour own states that will be told to
| eave.

| amvery pleased that you are doing the oversi ght
heari ng on such short noti ce.

| think all Denocrats are opposing M. Boren's
nom nation for Under Secretary for Natural Resources and
Environnent with concerns about his background.

Nevert hel ess, we know how inportant it is to work on
the Forest Service to address wldfires and the Iike.

On M. Fordyce, | will be supporting himfor Under
Secretary for Farm Producti on and Conservation and we
believe it is really inportant to work with himon custoner
service for farnmers during this uncertain tine.

Thank you.
Chai rman Boozman. Thank you, Senator Kl obuchar.
Seeing a quorumis present, is there a notion to

proceed to consider the nom nations?

Senator Bennet. | so nove.
Chai rman Boozman. Thank you. |Is there a second?
T P O ne Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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Senat or Hoeven. Second.

Chai r man Boozman.

Thank you. Beginning with the

nom nati on of M chael Boren, the clerk wll

The d erk. Senator
Senat or Kl obuchar.

The C erk. Senator

KI obuchar ?
No.

Bennet ?

Senat or Bennet. No.

The C erk. Senator
Senator Smth. No.

The C erk. Senator

Smth?

Dur bi n?

Senat or Dur bi n. No.

The C erk. Senator
Senat or Kl obuchar.
The C erk. Senator
Senat or Kl obuchar.

The C erk. Senator

Booker ?

No by proxy.
Luj &n?

No by proxy.

War nock?

Senat or WAr nock. No.

The C erk. Senator
Senat or Kl obuchar.
The C erk. Senator
Senat or Kl obuchar.
The C erk. Senator
Senat or Kl obuchar.

The C erk. Senator

Vel ch?

No by proxy.
Fetter man?
No by proxy.
Schi ff?

No by proxy.

Sl ot ki n?

Senat or Sl ot ki n. No.
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The derk. Senator MConnell?
Senator McConnell. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Hoeven?
Senat or Hoeven. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Ernst?

Senator Ernst. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Hyde-Smth?

Senator Hyde-Smith. Aye.
The Cl erk. Senator Marshall ?

Senator Marshall. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Tuberville?

Senator Tuberville. Aye.
The G erk. Senator Justice?
Senat or Justice. Aye.

The Clerk. Senator G assley?
Senat or Grassl ey. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Thune?
Senator Thune. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Fischer?
Senator Fischer. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Mran?
Senat or Moran. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Booznman?

Chai rman Boozman. Aye.

The Clerk. The ayes are 12, the nays are 11.
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Chai rman Boozman. On this vote, the ayes are 12 and

the nays are 11. The nomnation is approved.

W will now proceed to considering the nom nation of

Ri chard Fordyce. The clerk will call the roll.

The C erk. Senator Kl obuchar?
Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Bennet?
Senat or Bennet. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Smth?
Senator Smth. No.

The O erk. Senator Durbin?
Senator Durbin. Aye.

The O erk. Senator Booker?
Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.
The Clerk. Senator Lujan?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.
The O erk. Senator Wirnock?
Senat or Warnock. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Wl ch?

Senat or Kl obuchar. No by proxy.
The C erk. Senator Fetterman?
Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.
The Cerk. Senator Schiff?
Senat or Kl obuchar. Aye by proxy.

The C erk. Senator Sl otkin?
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Senator Slotkin. Aye.

The C erk. Senator MConnell ?

Senator McConnell. Aye.

The derk. Senator Hoeven?

Senat or Hoeven. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Ernst?

Senator Ernst. Aye.

The Cerk. Senator Hyde-Smth?
Senat or Hyde-Smith. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Marshall ?

Senator Marshall. Aye.

The d erk. Senat or Tubervill e?
Senator Tuberville. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Justice?

Senator Justice. Aye.

The Clerk. Senator G assley?

Senator G assl ey. Aye.

The d erk. Senat or Thune?

Senat or Thune. Aye.

The C erk. Senator Fischer?

Senator Fischer. Aye.

The d erk. Senator Moran?

Senat or Moran. Aye.

The d erk. Senat or Booznan?

Chai rman Boozman. Aye.
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The d erk.

The ayes are 19, the nays are 4.

Senator Boozman. On this vote, the ayes are 19 and the

nays are 4. The nom nation is approved.

Thank you.

[ Wher eupon,

TP.One
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The busi ness neeting i s now adj our ned.

at 6:05 p.m, the Cormttee was adjourned.]
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