Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 5, 2017

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write in advance of your upcoming summit with President Xi Jinping and urge you to raise
the critical issue of U.S. beef being denied access to China’s market since 2003. We request that
you prioritize reaching an agreement that reopens China’s market to U.S. beef during your
meetings with President Xi and direct all relevant federal agencies to do the same.

As you know, China lifted its ban on U.S, beef last September, but technical barriers remain and
U.S. beef has yet to gain access to the Chinese market. Opening this market to U.S. producers
would create substantial opportunities for farmers and ranchers across the country as China has
an import market in excess of $2.5 billion and is the second largest importer of beef in the world.
As 95% of the world’s consumers live outside of the U.S., expanding access for U.S. beef into
China and elsewhere is critical for the long-term growth of the agricultural economy and
communities across the U.S. The current environment of low commodity prices further
emphasizes the significance of trade to U.S. farmers and ranchers and the beef industry overall.

The U.S. produces the highest quality of beef in the world, and ensuring that U.S. beef is treated
fairly and foreign tax and regulatory barriers are lowered is of utmost importance. We are
confident that given a level-playing field, U.S. farmers and ranchers can compete successfully
and increase exports in any foreign market.

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to working with you and your
administration to open the Chinese market to U.S. beef.

Sincerely,

Daia J. =

STEVE DAINES JON TESTER
United States Senator United States Senator
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JERRY MORAN
United States Senator

TODD YOUNG
United States Senator
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CORY GARDNER
United States Senator
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United States Senator
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United States Senator
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MIKE ENZI
United States Senator
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OHN BARRASSO, M.D.
United States Senator
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HEIDI HEITKAMP
United States Senator

AL FRANKEN
United States Senator
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NNE FEINSTEIN
United States Senator

BILL NELSON
United States Senator
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Y BALDWIN
United States Senator
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M. MICHAEL ROUNDS
United States Senator
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United States Senator
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ROGHR F. WICKER
Unite tes Senator
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ROB PORTMAN
United States Senator

ONI K. ERNST
United States Senator
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RAND PAUL
United States Senator
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TOM COTTON
United States Senator
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MICHAEL F. BENNET
United States Senator

CLAIRE MCCASKILL
United States Senator
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MARK R. WARNER
United States Senator
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ROY BIWUNT
United States Senator

A U

THOM TILLIS
United States Senator
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JAMES RISCH
United States Senator

JOHN THUNE
United States Senator
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JOHN HOEVEN
United States Senator United States Senator

IN KENNEDY ~—— Mlé CRAPO ,
United States Senator United States Senator
CHUCK GRASSLEY ; JAMES M. INHOFE E
United States Senator ' United States Senator
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CATHERINE ¥ORTEZ MASTO
United States Senator

TIM KAINE ¢
United States Senator



